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Welcome to the New Zealand Alpine Club Auckland Section Newsletter. 
Join us for alpine or rock climbing trips, and social or armchair climbing. Meetings 
are usually held at St Luke’s Community Centre, 130 Remuera Rd, Newmarket on 
the first Monday of each month – exceptions will be published. Meetings begin at 
7:30pm with announcements and usually a slide show, then tea & coffee and 
nibbles are provided afterwards. A gold coin donation for food and refreshments 
is appreciated. 
 
 

This month’s meeting: Monday  November 1st   
Climbing & Barbeque 

 
Come along to the Adventure Specialties Trust climbing wall in Henderson and 
enjoy clambering up their walls for a change, and discuss your upcoming summer 
adventures around the barbie. 
Where?  Adventure Specialties Trust, 1/4 Winston Place, Henderson 
When?  7:30pm, Monday  November 1st   
How much?  Bring about $5 for the climbing and some gold coins for the BBQ 
 

 
Next month’s meeting: Friday December 10th 

NZAC Auckland Xmas Dinner with Graeme Dingle 
 
After last years very successful Christmas dinner we have decided to repeat the 
formula - great guest and great venue. This year our guest speaker is Graeme 
Dingle, ONZM, MBE. 
Where?  Langtons Restaurant, Summit Rd in Mt  

Eden 
When?   6.30pm, Friday December 10th 
How much?  Cost is $40 for members and $50 for non- 

members 
 
Join us with Graeme for the 2004 NZAC Auckland Section 
Christmas dinner.  More details under Notices. 
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Committee Contact Information 
Mark Roberts 
   Chairperson

630 6265 mark_roberts26@hotmail.com 

Dave Crofts
   Vice Chairperson 

820 2248 dave.crofts@aut.ac.nz 

Maurits van den Berg 
   Secretary 

521 4147 maurits@mvdb.tax.co.nz 

Tristan Harrison 
   Treasurer 

377 1773 tristanh@xtra.co.nz 

Kathleen Lee
   Trips Organiser 

630 6265 kwt_lee@yahoo.co.nz  

Tim Swain 
   Meetings 

482 2275 tswain@ihug.co.nz 

Deryn Williams 
   Climber Editor 

527 7689 deryn@hyper.net.nz 

John Salisbury 
   Membership

834 6699 Salisj@xtra.co.nz 

Suresh Nanu 
   Ruapehu Hut Bookings 

021 815210 ruapehuhut@paradise.net.nz 

Geoff Bradly 
   Ruapehu Hut Maintenance 

 Geoffrey.Bradly@police.govt.nz 

Sarah Owen 
   Snowcraft Organiser 

027 5589081 Sarah.Owen@acnielsen.co.nz 

 

Gear for sale 
• 1 Small Women’s Fairydown Gortex Tramping raincoat. $250. 
• Rock Climbing Shoes. Worn at the toe. $30 or free to a Charity Organisation 
• Headlamp - Petzl Zoom. $20 
• A selection of local and international Climbing Guide Books -call or email me 

for the full list or pop in to Bivouac in Newmarket to view  
 Call Vic on 021-184-1644 or vicfitz@paradise.net.nz 

   
Notices  
 
NZAC Auckland Xmas Dinner with Graeme Dingle 
Graeme is a Kiwi climbing legend. He has circumnavigated the Arctic, traversed 
the Southern Alps in a 100-day epic, climbed the six major European north faces 
in a single season, and more recently, he has turned his hand to helping 
challenged youth get a kick-start in life with a healthy dose of self-esteem through 
Project K. Graeme has received the MBE for services to outdoor pursuits and 
received the "Award of New Zealand" in 1995 for services to Sport & Recreation.  
To sign up for the dinner, send cheques made payable to "NZAC Auckland 
Section" to arrive no later than Friday 3rd December to the address below. I will 
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confirm by return email or phone so please include one of these. For further 
details contact Tim Swain on 482 2275 / 021 064 2762 or tswain@ihug.co.nz.  
Christmas Dinner  
NZAC Auckland Section  
PO Box 3036  
Auckland  
  
“Between A Rock And A Hard Place” - Aron Ralston 
The American Chamber of Commerce invites you and your 
colleagues to attend an informative lunch on 8 November 2004. 
Hear Aron tell his unforgettable survival story of the year – the 
astonishing, day-by-day account of his terrible accident, self-
amputation, rescue, and recovery. To register for the event, 
simply email michelle@amcham.co.nz or phone (09) 309 9140.  
Date:    Monday 8 November 2004 
Venue:  Hyatt Hotel, Auckland  
Time:    12.15-2.00pm 
Tickets: Alpine Club Members & guests @ $69.00 + GST  (normally $79.00)    
  
The Climber magazine 50th issue - Creative Writing Competition  
The summer issue of the climber will be our 50th, and to celebrate we are announcing a 
creative writing contest open to all readers of the climber. There is a total $1250 prize pool 
on offer and the best entries we receive will be published in the magazine. Stories can be 
either fiction or non-fiction, but an additional award will be given to the best pure fiction 
piece we receive. See the Noticeboard on the website for more info www.alpineclub.org.nz 
 
International Climbing Meet - South Africa  
Cederberg Kloof, 23 April to 1 May 2005 
Invitation from the Mountain Club of South Africa: We hope to introduce visiting 
climbers to some of South Africa's premier and most accessible climbing 
destinations, to the sunny climate and to the local climbing fraternity. The climbing 
base will be at Magaliesberg, a magnificient protected nature area, with day-hikes 
there and in the Drakensberg to above 3000m also. The climbing is trad and 
sport, from easy scrambles to 14-pitch climbs. Bring camping gear, transport will 
be arranged. For more information, email the Editor. 
 
Tongariro National Park Mountain Shuttle - Discount for Members 
Mountain Shuttle operate services for the Tongariro crossing from Taupo, Turangi 
or Tokaanu, & Whakapapa. We extend to your members a 20% discount per 
person using any of our services from these destinations. We would also like to 
extend to your members free camping at Tokaanu, which is 4 kilometres from 
Turangi. Regards, Kevin Gardiner Mountain Shuttle 0800 11 76 86.    
 
Trashing Denali (Mt. McKinley) 
A new development project is to be built near Denali and will destroy the high 
country environment. A group called South Denali Wilderness is trying to raise 
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awareness of this problem, so if you are interested, visit their website 
www.southsidedenali.com for more information. 
 
NZAC National Annual Climbing Camp Ahuriri Valley 31st Dec to 8th Jan 2005 
The valley provides easy access to mountain routes with a range of difficulties 
and also has some excellent walking possibilities in forest and open tussock 
country. Road access is possible all the way to camp. The Mt Brewster to Barron 
Saddle guidebook, written by Ross Cullen, gives details of mountain routes 
ranging from Grades 1 to 5, including Mt St Mary, Mt Barth and the challenging Mt 
Huxley. There are several possibilities for multi-day circular trips beginning at the 
campsite. To find out more you can visit our website at www.alpineclub.org.nz or 
email: climbingcamp@alpineclub.org.nz 
 
Website Watch 
www.alpineclub.org.nz - subscription forms, alpine & rock climbing guidebooks, 
information about huts, regional and national club news, and inspirational articles. 
www.doc.govt.nz - track and park information, weather and maps. 
www.snow.co.nz - latest snowfield information and webcams. 
www.avalanche.net.nz - check the avalanche risk before heading out there. 
www.mountainz.co.nz - share your mountain adventures. 
 

Trips 
If you have any questions about any of the trips regarding itinerary or skill levels 
required then contact the organiser for that trip or myself. To sign up, either 
contact the trip organiser or sign up at Auckland Section NZAC meetings.  
Trips marked with "organiser TBA" means that we don't have a trip organiser for 
that weekend.  If you'd like to contribute by organising a trip yourself or have any 
more ideas of how we can make our trips programme better/more interesting then 
please contact me on 09 630-6265 or email on kwt_lee@yahoo.co.nz  
Kathleen Lee (Auckland Section NZAC Trips Officer) 
 
November 6/7 Mystery Mountain Biking in Central North Island 
Plan is to get the guide book, close eyes, pick a page and go there 

Chris Wood chrisw@ignite-direct.com 
 
November  13/14   24 hour peak challenge - Te Heu Heu, Tahurangi, 
Girdlestone, Mitre Peak, Cathedral Rocks and Paretetaitonga, Dome, 
Whangaehu  Intermediate/advanced 
All Ruapehu peaks in 24 hours starting and beginning at Ruapehu Hut.  Plan is to 
drive up on Friday night, get up at 4am on Saturday morning, bag lots of peaks 
until we drop and then find the energy to get back to the hut 14-15 hours later, 
taking advantage of the longer spring days.  This is excellent training for 
mountaineering in the summer. You have to be crazy to do this one in a weekend!   
Support crew is also required to drive us down to the mountain, for those wanting 
to do a normal day’s walk up the mountain. TRIP NOW FULL! 
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Kathleen Lee Tel: 09 630 6265 Kwt_lee@yahoo.co.nz 
 
November 21 Abseiling Trip to Mercer Bay, Waitakeres Int/Adv 
Back by popular demand. Plan is to abseil 100m down the blowhole at Mercer 
Bay at low tide and then complete a waist-deep wade to shore. Limited to 8 
participants. Ability to abseil and prusik is a must. Bring your helmet.    

Alexander Scherbakov Tel:021 160 9217 AlexanderS@datacom.co.nz 
 
November 27 Round Taupo Cycle Challenge  
If you are looking for a group of people to do this with, either in a relay or by 
yourself then get in touch with me.  

Kathleen Lee Tel: 09 630 6265 Kwt_lee@yahoo.co.nz 
 
December 11/12 Ti Point rock climbing, Goat Island snorkelling  
Could be a day trip or weekend trip depending on your time available. Plan is to 
leave Saturday morning, climb one day, snorkel the next (weather permitting) and 
camp north of Ti Point on Saturday night. You can hire snorkelling gear at the 
beach. This will be a great way to start your summer activities. 

Tim Swain Tel 09 482 2275 tswain@ihug.co.nz  
 
December 18/19 – January 12/13 NZAC summer South Island trips  
If you turned up at the planning meeting in October, you’ll know what’s happening 
already, otherwise contact Trips Organiser. 
 
January 22/23/24 Auckland NZAC Annual Burns Supper (Taranaki) 
Great summer rock climbing and tramping on Taranaki accompanied with the 
traditional Burns Supper on the Sunday night - Haggis, neeps, tatties, whisky, 
leek soup, sherry trifle, silly Scottish speeches. Join me in celebrating my Scottish 
heritage.   

Kathleen Lee Tel: 09 630 6265 Kwt_lee@yahoo.co.nz 
 
 

Trip Reports from Members 
 
Snowcraft Course Weekend Three, September 24th to 26th  
Participants: 20 keen students and lots of instructors, article written by Gina 
Butson, photos by Paul Whitfield 

 Some say that mountaineering is about self discovery. I think we were all 
pleased to discover that we were not alone is experiencing a sudden bout of 
unenthusiasm about heading up a mountain, in the dark, in miserable weather, 
loaded up like a mule. That’s the thing about mountaineering: you love it, but only 
when you forget the effort involved. Only when you forget the stinging cold. 

Arriving at the top of the Bruce, we were certainly all pleased to discover that 
the wind had dropped and the rain had stopped. The only sign of the earlier bad 
weather was a weta crawling through the snow, having been picked up, we 
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guessed, in a Wizard of Oz like fashion, and deposited on the cold white slopes. 
Unfortunately for the weta, there was not a ruby slipper in sight - only 30 pairs of 
crampons. 

As for us, “There’s no place like the home,” we thought as we reached the 
hut, clicked our heels together to knock off the snow, and settled down for the first 
night of our third snowcraft weekend. It was good to be back after all. 

The schizophrenia returned the next morning. “This is a hut day. You’d never 
usually go out in weather like this,” one honest instructor told us as we roped up 
and headed out into gale force winds. But it didn’t seem to matter. I think we all 
enjoyed feeling like real mountaineers as we traversed not so real glaciers and 
rescued our friends from deep crevasses. 

When we headed back to the hut for lunch we discovered that our numbers 
had doubled as a group of army officer cadets had taken shelter in the hut. As 
they drank cups of hot tea in the kitchen, we planned our afternoon. We decided 
that it would be beneficial to practice assisted hoist in other snow conditions - the 
flat wooden snow, for example. But all too soon we put our jackets on again and 
headed out again. For the next hour or two we kept warm by pitching up slopes 
and abseiling back down. 

By the time we got back to the hut – now vacated by the 
army – it was well and truly time to break out the cheese and 
crackers and the popcorn. Ten points for the person who first 
suggested mulling wine. It was quite telling to watch one group 
play Guess the Wine.  – Is it a) shiraz b) cabernet sauvignon or 
c) merlot?  Is it from a) Chile b) New Zealand or c) Australia…. 
Doesn’t matter, soon enough it all went in the 
big pot. And then the question should have 
been: did we drink a) 10 litres of wine b) 15 litres 
of wine or…. 

Perhaps that explains why we found 
ourselves stripping off the polypro and donning 
silly wigs, tie dyed tops, sequins and gigantic 

peace symbols. Yes, the hut was suddenly filled with hippies and glam divas for 
our farewell 60s party. Feather boas, sparkly wigs, long curly wigs, and long skirts 
are no hindrance it seems to grabbing a partner and climbing on a stack of 
telephone books. 

Around midnight Dave reminded us that if we 
wanted an eight hour day on the mountain, perhaps 
we should be heading to bed shortly. But we had been 
waiting since July – we weren’t going to bed until we 
had a winner. Either that or none of us wanted an eight 
hour day on the mountain. Congratulations to Jane 
and Warwick for successfully completing 12 telephone 
books. And the style prize had to be shared by Susan and Paul for their 
innovative new “double dipping” technique and Nic and Jamie for bringing the 60s 
alive with clothes swapping and cross dressing. 
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The next morning we awoke to the wind howling past the hut. We peeled 
ourselves from our sleeping bags and started making brekkie. Luckily, as we were 
making breakfast the skies cleared. For the rest of the day we were blessed with 
brilliant clear blue skies and barely a breath of wind. 

It was too good an opportunity to waste. We set off for our final mountain 
journey, aiming for various summits. Beautiful Ngauruhoe to one side, Taranaki to 
the other, we variously made our way to Te Heuheu and Paretetaitonga. We 
forgot all the bad weather from the day before and, standing on the summit, 
remembered why we do this. There’s no other feeling quite like it. 

After one last bit of climbing, we headed back to the hut to get our gear 
together and then it was back onto the slopes for some of the best bum sliding 
ever. And try as we might to fall asleep in the 
back of the van after another full on weekend, 
there was no avoiding that last supper at 
Tiffany’s. 

Thanks from all of us to everyone who 
helped organise the course and to all the 
instructors. We learned heaps and had a blast 
doing it and can’t wait to get back on the 
mountain.   
 
Ski Touring Weekend, October 2nd to 3rd 
Participants: Kevin, Ciprian and Jake, with Roger and new found friends on 
Sunday. 

After a mixed winter of weather there was finally a full weekend of sunshine 
for a club ski touring trip. Arriving at Whakapapa early on the Saturday morning 
we warmed up with a couple of ski runs out near the Far West and then headed 
up Whakapapa Glacier to the top of Mt Ruapehu. With icy conditions near the top, 
skins were switched for crampons and ice axes as we continued up to 
Paretetaitonga peak, which in the fine weather had wonderful 3600 views 
including the fabulous Cathedral Rocks and even the Crater Lake! 

After encountering icy snow conditions on Whangaehu Glacier we stopped 
part-way down and headed back up to the plateau via Mangatoetoenui Glacier. 
From there we descended back down to the Alpine Club which was the best run 
of the day – fresh tracks and beautiful spring corn. With nobody else staying in 
the hut, Saturday finished with a relaxing glass of wine sat outside admiring the 
Pinnacles as the sun went down. 

Sunday commenced with a few runs around 
Whakapapa waiting for the snow to soften. Then a 
late decision was made to head over to Mt. 
Ngauruhoe, which was glistening in the distance. 
Setting off from the Mangatepopo car park we 
headed up the Tongariro Crossing carrying our 
skis and boots. After a hot and strenuous climb we 
reached the top of Mt. Ngauruhoe, but as the sun 
was beginning to hide behind the other side of the 



8 Auckland Climber – November 2004 

mountain we could only afford a few precious minutes at the top admiring the 
views before the soft snow would have iced up. As it was, it was a glorious ski 
back down, which was over all too swiftly before the trek 
back down to the car park. We timed our day to perfection 
as we arrived back at the car park just as the last bit of 
light disappeared completely, and then headed home. 

Thanks to Roger for suggesting Mt. Ngauruhoe and 
persisting when met with initial doubts about the expected 
snow conditions, as well to the other members of the 
group for a very memorable weekend. Finally, a big thank 
you to Kevin for organising these ski-touring weekends. I 
for one have thoroughly enjoyed the experience and would 
recommend it to anyone who might be tempted along on 
the next trip. 
  
 
Climber Content 
Deadline for each issue is the 20th of the month preceding. Send any content for 
the climber to the Editor, Deryn Williams, PO Box 4043, Auckland or 
deryn@hyper.net.nz. Send any photos for inclusion as a jpeg or tiff image, 300dpi 
at print size (up to 200mmx150mm/8”x6”). 
 
Change of Address 
For any change of address, email your new details to NZAC headquarters. 
subscriptions@alpineclub.org.nz  
 
 
 
 
New Zealand Alpine Club  
Auckland Section 
PO Box 3036, Auckland 
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