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Welcome to August’s edition of the NZAC Auckland Section’s newsletter. 
The section runs a variety of alpine, climbing and other trips and courses 
throughout the year and new members are always welcome. The club generally 
meets on the first Monday of every month at St Luke’s Community Centre, 
Remuera Rd, Newmarket at 7.30 pm, but check the newsletter for exceptions.

This month’s meeting: 
7.30pm, Monday 4th August, St Lukes Church Hall, Remuera Road

Auckland Section AGM
AGM time! Your committee, as ever, needs your help and input to keep the club running like a 
dream. Committee members get some great opportunities, so if you’re feeling like life’s all a bit 
me, me, me then come to the AGM and volunteer your time for a particularly worthy cause. It’s 
not like volunteering for war, and you get to hear all the gossip from the alpine world before it 
hits the press. 
At the AGM, members will also hear about and get the opportunity comment on how the 
Auckland section is run, so if you have something to say or can offer suggestions on how we 
can make your club better, please let us know. 
At this meeting we’ll also get a premiere preview of some of the photographs that 
were taken by members on Marty Blumen’s recent photography weekend workshop. 

Climber Content
Is there anything you would like to see in the 
newsletter? Do you have a suggestion for improving 
the newsletter? If so, drop us a line, we’re keen 
to hear from you. Alternatively, we love getting 
submissions from members – whether they be Trip 
Reports, Items for Sale or rants. Just send your 
material to the editor by the 15th of the month 

preceding. Call Suzanne Stickney on 486 2024 or 
email suzstick hotmail.com

Change of Address
For any change of address, or to request to receive your 
newsletter by email (better for us and the environment!) 
contact: subscriptions alpineclub.org.nz 
NZAC Auckland Section, PO Box 3036, Auckland



Next month’s meeting: 

7.30pm Monday 1st September, St Lukes Church Hall, 
Remuera Road

SEPTEMBER – when the nights are getting that little bit 
longer and yet the winter chill still holds in the air like a lover’s last 
embrace, or perhaps last night’s curry – is also time for that most iconic 
of events…
 AROUND THE WORLD IN  
EIGHTY MINUTES
The idea is simple – club members stand up and deliver a series of 
short talks and presentations on their adventures taking the audience 
on an epic journey around the world.
IS there an adventure that you have been on that you could share – from 
an adventurous weekend on the slopes and ridges of Ruapehu to a first 
ascent in the Himalaya, a simple paddle out on Hauraki Gulf or an struggle 
amongst the mountainous swells off South Georgia – it isn’t about the distance 
from Auckland, it’s about the distance from your comfort zone.
So contact us please – we need you to get involved.
It isn’t limited to your experience – is there a historic expedition or individual that has inspired you? Do you want to 
spend 10 minutes telling the story to inspire others in the club??
We are working on prizes for Best Expedition, Most Inspiring Trip, Funniest Talk and Best Photos (watch this space).
This is about sharing your passion with others – why not share your thrills, lessons or even pain with others??
Please contact Matt Robertson on matthewjvrobertson@hotmail.com or matt.robertson@leightonworks.co.nz to 
book a speaking slot.
Give it a go. You know you want to.

Auckland News
North Shore Tramping Club hits 40. 
The North Shore Tramping Club celebrates its 40th anniversary in September. Head along 
and join the North Shore trampers for an afternoon of festivities on Saturday 20 September 
followed by their annual Presidents Trip to Rangitoto on Sunday 21. Everyone welcome; both 
new members and members past who may have moved away from the Shore. 
Contact: Lynda Langridge, North Shore Tramping Club
Tel: 09-480-5257, Mob: 027 319 9580

National News
Rafting Trip Opportunity 
A rafting trip earlier this year is being repeated next February. Anyone keen to participate, 
phone Roger Brown 03 686 0977 (evenings)
Day 1 – Friday 6th Feb (Waitangi Day)
Leave Timaru with 4x4 Tours NZ for Back Hut, Mesopotamia. Walk to St Winifred’s Stream Hut.
Day 2 – Saturday 7th Feb
Denniston Pass/Bivvy Bettison Stream
Day 3 – Sunday 8th Feb
Walk to Scone Hut
Day 4 – Monday 9th Feb
Raft out the Perth River with Hidden Valley’s i.e. Grant South. Stay at Whataroa Pub the night.
Day 5 – Tuesday 10th Feb
Return to Timaru



Trip reports

‘Moonlight’ Tongariro Crossing
Participants: Steven Beech, Martin Drapala, Steven, Cormac Flynn 

The title of this report has to be one of the most misleading as the Tongariro 
Crossing was not undertaken on this trip and, while the moon was out on Sunday 
afternoon, one could hardly have said it was lighting the way. We left Auckland 
on Saturday afternoon under heavy rain and it was no better when we parked 
at the Mangatepopo Roadhead. The arduous walk into the Mangatepopo hut 
was dispensed with in well under a couple of hours. There wasn’t a mention of 
moonlight tramps when the bottle of rum was produced. A leisurely start on the 
Sunday morning was rewarded with breaking clouds and threats of sunshine. 
By the time the saddle was reached, the day was proving to be a fine one. 
Unfortunately, it wasn’t windy enough for Steven who lugged 
his kite-surfing kit in the hope of getting a few turns on 
the plateau. No matter. Kicked steps up the northern 
slopes of Ngauruhoe, viewed Brocken Spectre 
and wandered about the crater. Steven 
headed down on the skis, while the 
rest of us opted for the classier 
backside-glissade. A grand 
day in the hills.

Pic: Cormac Flynn



Winter Taster Weekend
Ruapehu 5/6 July 2008

Word’s getting round about our Winter Taster and this year we had over 30 
enquiries for the trip. The lucky 16 participants faced a mighty awful weather 
forecast on Thursday and I gave everyone the option of cancelling. But did anyone 
bail? Oh no! And on Saturday, in thick cloud and increasingly heavy wind and 
snow 16 novices found out that it’s not all about blue skies and crispy white snow. 
But this hardy bunch travelled up the ridge to the Alpine Club hut mastering the 
rudiments of cramponing and self arrest along the way. Saturday night was the 
South Africa All Backs game and we emerged from the pub to a foot of snow in 
National Park. All roads in, out and up the mountain were closed on Sunday and 
there was to be no mountaineering – but with the sun out on snow-laden trees, we 
had the best of walks.

Thanks to everyone who came and made the weekend such fun, thanks especially 
to John Boon and John Salisbury for being esteemed leaders and great company. 



Trips 
Do you have a new trip idea? Perhaps you missed one before and want a repeat? We can only run as many 
trips as there are organisers. Volunteer to lead just one trip this year and get to do it where, when and 
with who you want. You don’t need to be the most proficient person on the trip, you are not a guide: it’s 
about car-pooling, collating emergency details and forwarding information to the trip participants. Make 
your dream trip happen this winter, contact Amanda (Trips Officer) amandafholmes@yahoo.com.au or 
0275 488 831. Also email me to obtain updates to this list. Trips marked with “organiser tba” means that we 
don’t have a trips organized allocated and that trip can’t go ahead until we find a volunteer to do so…. All 
suggestions for trips welcome!

August

MSC Back country avalanche awareness course #1		  August 2-3
Run by MSC Taumaranui, if this course is anything like the brilliant MSC Avalanche Course, then it will give you a fantastic 
insight into avalanches and how to keep out of them. Cost is around $500 for the two weekends but is well worth it for anyone 
intending on venturing into avalanche prone areas. www.mountainsafety.org.nz

 Peter Panton   panton@xtra.co.nz    07 895 7667

West Coast Wobble	 Sunday 3rd August
This one’s to Mercer Bay, bush bash, steep scramble down a cliff path, lovely beach, cave walk, lots of splashing & a spectacular 
tomo. Meet at 5a Porter Ave, Te Atatu South at 12pm. Bring lunch & change of clothes.

 John   834 6699

MSC Back country avalanche awareness course #2		  August 9-10
Run by MSC Taumaranui, if this course is anything like the brilliant MSC Avalanche Course, then it will give you a fantastic 
insight into avalanches and how to keep out of them. Cost is around $500 for the two weekends but is well worth it for anyone 
intending on venturing into avalanche prone areas. www.mountainsafety.org.nz

 Peter Panton   panton@xtra.co.nz    07 895 7667

Winter Climbing Meet at Mt Cook National Park 		  August 3-13
This event is 1) to introduce climbers to winter climbing in the big mountains and 2) to allow lonely winter alpinists to team up 
with others. Why go all the way to Alaska or the Himalaya to wade though deep snow in the freezing cold when you can do it 
in your own back yard? Winter in New Zealand essentially makes the mountains 2000-3000m higher but without the air getting 
thinner wicked! More info www.mountainz.co.nz
Level Advanced

 Glenn Pennycook   mailtothechief@gmail.com

Rock climbing at Extreme Edge		  7pm August 13
Come along to a social evening of rock climbing, especially aimed at new members. If you’ve not climbed before, the harness 
rental, belay lesson and unlimited climbing is $18. Unlimited climbing only is $13.50. Extreme edge have made these special 
prices for all trip participants, whether members or not. For more information on the indoor climbing venue  
www.extremeedge.co.nz

 Allan MacLachlan   allan_mac@xtra.co.nz    579 8009

NZAC Southland Section Winter Climbing Meet 		  August 15-24
Homer Hut – Upper Hollyford Valley. As part of the campaign to get Kiwi climbers into the mountains in winter, Al Walker and 
the Southland Section of the NZAC are running a climbing meet in the Darran Mountains this winter. This means you can roll 
up to Homer Hut and there will be people to have great winter missions with. The granite Darrans are somewhat legendary for 
what they provide in winter – snow, ice and frozen turf climbs – most of which are untouched..
Level Advanced

 Al Walker   mealluaine@actrix.co.nz

Moonlight Ngaruhoe Ascent/Tongariro Crossing 		  August 16-17
Level Intermediate

 Cormac Flynn   c.flynn@auckland.ac.nz



Chairperson & Section Rep – Deryn Williams 
Phone:	 441 3094 
email:	 deryn hyper.net.nz
Secretary – Grant Sutton 
Phone:	 638 3346 
email:	 2grant2 gmail.com
Treasurer & Section Rep – Allan MacLachlan 
Phone:	 579 8009 
email:	 allan_mac xtra.co.nz
Newsletter Editor – Suzanne Stickney 
Phone:	 486 2024  
email:	 suzstick hotmail.com
Trips Organiser – position vacant 
Phone:	  
email:	
Hut Managers – Brad White (& Richard Knott) 
Phone:	 021 918642

Instruction & SnowCraft Organiser – Chris Munro 
Phone:	 029 238 6230 
email:	 nzacsnowcraft gmail.com
Meetings Organiser – Matt Robertson 
Phone:	 362 1984 
email:	 matthewjvrobertson hotmail.com
Membership – John Salisbury 
Phone: 	 834 6699 
Email: 	 jmsalisbury@googlemail.com 

Ruapehu Hut Bookings – Margaret McMahon 
Phone:	� National Office (03) 377 7595  

during office hours 
email:	 admin alpineclub.org.nz

2008 committee contacts

Snowcraft course weekend #2 		  August 16-17
 Chris Munro   NZACSnowCraft@gmail.com    029 238 6230

MSC Avalanche Awareness – MSC Taranaki 		  August 23-24
Seminar/lecture is held on Friday 23 August, then field day is scheduled for Saturday 24 August. 
For more information: www.mountainsafety.org.nz
From Amanda Holmes and Caroline Lonsdale completed who completed this last year: “The guys who run this are out there 
blasting the ski fields for avalanches, so they are really experienced. The course includes full scale practice of what to do in an 
avalanche and includes tests and handouts.” 

 Gayle Tricklebank    taranaki@mountainsafety.org.nz    (06) 753 5021

September

Snowcraft course weekend #3 		  Sept 13-14
 Chris Munro   NZACSnowCraft@gmail.com    029 238 6230

Rock climbing at Extreme Edge		  7pm Sept 17
Come along to a social evening of rock climbing, especially aimed at new members. If you’ve not climbed before, the harness 
rental, belay lesson and unlimited climbing is $18. Unlimited climbing only is $13.50. Extreme edge have made these special 
prices for all trip participants, whether members or not. For more information on the indoor climbing venue  
www.extremeedge.co.nz

 Allan MacLachlan   allan_mac@xtra.co.nz    579 8009

MSC Back Country avalanche awareness course #1	 Oct 11/12
Run by Ruapehu Alpine Lifts, if this course is anything like the brilliant MSC Avalanche Course, then it will give you a fantastic 
insight into avalanches and how to keep out of them. Cost is around $500 for the two weekends but is well worth it for anyone 
intending on venturing into avalanche prone areas. www.mountainsafety.org.nz

 Andy Hoyle    ahoyle@mtruapehu.com    07 892 3410 ext 7870 or 027 544 4258

MSC Back Country avalanche awareness course #1	 Oct 18/19
Run by Ruapehu Alpine Lifts, if this course is anything like the brilliant MSC Avalanche Course, then it will give you a fantastic 
insight into avalanches and how to keep out of them. Cost is around $500 for the two weekends but is well worth it for anyone 
intending on venturing into avalanche prone areas. www.mountainsafety.org.nz

 Andy Hoyle    ahoyle@mtruapehu.com    07 892 3410 ext 7870 or 027 544 4258
 



More pics from the Winter Taster Weekend


