
next month

Summer Trips Planning

Straight from Wanaka, Auckland 
welcomes the New Zealand Mountain Film 
Festival. Join us for a night of mountain 
movies with a New Zealand flavour.
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this month

Ice climbing in Europe

coming up



Welcome to October’s edition of the NZAC Auckland Section’s newsletter. 

The section runs a variety of alpine, climbing and other trips and courses 

throughout the year and new members are always welcome. The club generally 

meets on the first Monday of every month at St Luke’s Community Centre, 

Remuera Rd, Newmarket at 7.30 pm, but check the newsletter for exceptions.

This month’s meeting: 
Mon 6th October, St Lukes Community Hall

Ice climbing in 
Europe 
Nick Roberts talks about some ice climbing trips during his time in 
Europe. 

Next month’s meeting: 

Summer Trips Planning
Mon 3rd November, Galbrath’s Ale House, Cnr Mt Eden Rd & 
Symonds Street
Pull out your maps and 
get yourselves down to 
Galbraith’s for a night 
dedicated to hatching 
plans, talking to the 
experts and finding 
new friends to do 
stuff with. Whatever 
your imagination 
has is mind for this 
summer, whether it be 
K2 in jandals, a 24 Hour 
Southern Alps Traverse 
or something slightly 
more achievable, you’ll 
meet someone up for the 
challenge tonight. 

Climber Content
Is there anything you would like to see in the 
newsletter? Do you have a suggestion for improving 
the newsletter? If so, drop us a line, we’re keen 
to hear from you. Alternatively, we love getting 
submissions from members – whether they be Trip 
Reports, Items for Sale or rants. Just send your 
material to the editor by the 15th of the month 

preceding. Call Suzanne Stickney on 845 1433 or 
email suzstick hotmail.com

Change of Address
For any change of address, or to request to receive your 
newsletter by email (better for us and the environment!) 
contact: subscriptions alpineclub.org.nz 
NZAC Auckland Section, PO Box 3036, Auckland

Cover pic: Jes Michaelsen



Auckland News
First Aid – Looking After yourself
Don’t forget to take your own first aid kit down to the mountain. The NZAC Ruapehu hut’s first 
aid kit is for emergency use only. It may seem a bit strange that there is a combination lock on 
it, but this is because it’s assumed that every climber carries their own personal first aid kit, or 
at least one per group – and the club’s kit is for emergency back up. 

Christmas function coming soon
Get practising because Twisty Willow are coming back! This year, you’ll get a speaker too! Now 
that’s festive value. More details the next newsletter. 

Changes to Booking Procedures for Ruapehu Hut 2009 Season.
After probably the busiest booking season for Ruapehu Hut that I’ve seen, some changes to the 
way bookings will be handled in the 2009 busy period (July 1st – October 1st) will be trialed. 
The changes outlined have arisen due to the limited bunk space available and the increasing 
demand for Friday/Saturday night bookings over winter. 
Non-NZAC group spaces will be restricted further during weekends and Club members are 
reminded that they have the right to refuse entry to non-members who have not booked, or 
paid, including those wishing to make day-use of the huts facilities.
Members must still, of course, use their judgement where a person’s safety could be 
compromised by being turned away. Thank you to those hut users who have brought their 
concerns to us. Feedback from our members is vital to ensure we know about problems and 
can work on finding solutions. If you have any queries please contact:  
Margaret@alpineclub.org.nz, NZAC National Administrator
To find out more about the new hut booking requirements visit: www.alpineclub.org.nz/default.
aspx?p=131

New Zealand 
Mountain Film Festival 
National Tour 2008
The Auckland Section of the New Zealand 
Alpine Club is proud to host the New Zealand 
Mountain Film Festival National Tour.

When: Wednesday, October 22, 7.30pm

Where: Auckland University, Lecture Theatre 
439, Engineering Building, Symonds St

Tickets available from section meetings and 
www.aucklandclimber.org.nz

Prices:
NZAC Members $15 
Non-members $20

For more information email Suzanne: 
suzstick@hotmail.com



Found – Ruapehu Hut – one pair of gloves. 
Haven’t been able to trace the owners of a pair of Snowline Gloves left at Ruapehu Hut,
probably sometime in July/August. If you think these might be yours and can tell me the brand 
and size they can be claimed from the National Office in Christchurch. 
Please contact Margaret@alpineclub.org.nz phone 03 377 7595

The Reel Rock Tour 
Started in Boulder, CA in 2006 this festival that showcases the latest and greatest climbing 
footage is now hosted by over 80 cities around the world. 
When: 7.30pm Wednesday 15th October 2008
Where: Owen G. Glenn Building Room 4 (OGGB4) (The new business school), Auckland 
University 
Tickets: $20 ($25 on night), and available for pre-sale from Mountain Designs, Extreme Edge 
and Student Central at Auckland University. 
Tonnes of spot prizes from Mountain Designs and also Marty Blumen will be there to sell his 
award winning prints.
Check the tour out at www.reelrocktour.com or email reelrocktournz@gmail.com for more 
information on the NZ show

National News 
Keep New Zealand Clean – Poo Pots
These are now available to be purchased from the Club’s National Office, Unit 6, 
6 Raycroft St, Waltham, Christchurch. Cost for pick-up is only $5 each
At present we are just supplying for pick up as they are awkward to post, but 
if you are keen to have some sent out to you, it can be arranged for an extra 
charge.
Help support the survival of our environment for future generations – Leave No 
Trace. National Office contact: Margaret@alpineclub.org.nz

Arapiles – Selected Climbs
The new edition of this popular Australian guide book has finally arrived. We 
are only ordering in small lots as the book is rather expensive to bring in. 
Stocks will be kept low at any one time, so may be backordered if demand is 
high.
Member price is $60, plus p&p (rrp $75). Please contact Margaret@alpineclub.
org.nz at the National Office to order your copy.

NZAC Travel Insurance Policy
The NZAC has just had its annual Travel Insurance review and our broker, Peter 
Garrett, has been able to negotiate some improved benefits for Club members. 
Some of the main points are:
•	 partners and children of NZAC members can now apply for insurance without being 

members, as long as the primary applicant is a member
•	 benefit limits have all increased considerably
•	 the individual item limit has increased
The new Policy Wording with all the new benefits is now available online and may be viewed 
under the Activities and Insurance heading on our website – Insurance-travel from NZ: 
http://www.alpineclub.org.nz/default.aspx?p=23
Apply online or phone to Margaret on 03 377 7595 for an application form. 
The insurer has also agreed to look at, on a case-by-case basis, applications for cover to some 
competitive climbing events, so if you are considering entering any (especially UIAA sanctioned 
events) it would be worth your while to request a special endorsement to attend.



Paintings by Pat Prendergast – Club Fundraiser
Club member and local Christchurch artist, Pat Prendergast, has kindly 
offered a percentage from the sale of some of her paintings to help us raise 
funds for the Unwin Lodge Redevelopment Project. The paintings may be 
purchased directly from Pat by contacting her
on 03 337 0079 or patp@orcon.net.nz and can be viewed either by going 
to the NZAC webpage http://www.alpineclub.org.nz/default.aspx?p=380 or 
by visiting weekdays at the National Office, Unit 6, 6 Raycroft St, Waltham, 
Christchurch. 

trip report

SnowCraft ‘08
Images from this year’s course

After a rough start 
weather-wise on 
the first weekend 
and postponing the 
2nd weekend, the 
course finally got 
into the swing of 
things with some 
great conditions 
for snowcaving 
and snowskills. The 
theme for this year’s 
graduation party 
at the hut was ‘bad 
taste’: Unconfirmed 
rumours suggest 
that Brad White is 
being questioned by 
the SPCA (see pic).

Pics: Jes Michaelsen, Kathrin Wöllner, Anthony Stead



Trips 
Do you have a new trip idea? Perhaps you missed one before and want a repeat? We can only run as 
many trips as there are organisers. Volunteer to lead just one trip this year and get to do it where, when 
and with who you want. You don’t need to be the most proficient person on the trip, you are not a guide: 
it’s about car-pooling, collating emergency details and forwarding information to the trip participants. 
Make your dream trip happen this winter, contact Richard (reveritt@ihug.co.nz) or Magnus (hammarsal@
hotmail.com). Also email us to obtain updates to this list. Trips marked with “organiser tba” means that we 
don’t have a trips organized allocated and that trip can’t go ahead until we find a volunteer to do so…. All 
suggestions for trips welcome!

October

Moonlight Tongariro Crossing	 Oct 11/12
Travel down on Saturday to attempt the Crossing on Saturday night. Diversions to Ngauruhoe and Tongariro dependent on the size 
and ability of the group.

 Richard Everitt    reveritt@ihug.co.nz    021 519 736 

MSC Backcountry avalanche awareness course #1	 Oct 11/12
Run by Ruapehu Alpine Lifts, if this course is anything like the brilliant MSC Avalanche Course, then it will give you a fantastic insight 
into avalanches and how to keep out of them. Cost is around $500 for the two weekends but is well worth it for anyone intending on 
venturing into avalanche prone areas. www.mountainsafety.org.nz

 Andy Hoyle    ahoyle@mtruapehu.com    07 892 3410 ext 7870 or 027 544 4258

MSC Backcountry avalanche awareness course #1	 Oct 18/19
Run by Ruapehu Alpine Lifts, if this course is anything like the brilliant MSC Avalanche Course, then it will give you a fantastic insight 
into avalanches and how to keep out of them. Cost is around $500 for the two weekends but is well worth it for anyone intending on 
venturing into avalanche prone areas. www.mountainsafety.org.nz

 Andy Hoyle    ahoyle@mtruapehu.com    07 892 3410 ext 7870 or 027 544 4258

NZ Mountain Film Festival	 Oct 22
Check Auckland News page for details

Taranaki	 Oct 25-27 (Labour Wkd) 
Staying at Taranaki Alpine Club’s Tahurangi Lodge. Chance for summitting, ice climbing etc. dependent on the size and ability of the 
group. Great chance for snowcraft graduates to put new skills to the test.
Skill level: Intermediate, ability to self arrest essential.

 Magnus Hammarsal    hammarsal@hotmail.com    021 31 44 22

Rock-climbing at Mt Eden Quarry	 Oct 29
 Magnus Hammarsal    hammarsal@hotmail.com    021 31 44 22

November

Rock climbing at Wharepapa South	 Nov 15-16
A weekend of Rock Climbing on beautifully pocketed, beginner friendly rock around Wharepapa South. Top roping for beginners and 
plenty of bolted routes for the experienced climber too.

 Magnus Hammarsal    hammarsal@hotmail.com    021 31 44 22

Hut Working Bee	 Nov 29/30
We need to remove the wood and rubbish left from all the renovations and do a bit of a tidy up.

 Brad White    Whitebradnzl@hotmail.com    021 918 642

December

Christmas Party	 Dec 13
Ceilidh and a speaker? Watch this space...

 Tickets available soon



Webwatch
Here’s a list of sites to check out:

www.avalanche.net.nz 	 Check snow conditions before heading to the mountain.

www.metservice.co.nz	 The NZ mountain weather forecast sites. 

www.metvuw.com

www.snow.co.nz	 Check out the snowcams around the country.

www.mountainz.co.nz	 Everything that’s going on in NZ’s mountaineering world, plus gear 

for sale and discussion forums.

www.sportzhub.co.nz	 Eventers check out this site! Also buy/sell/discussion.

Chairperson & Section Rep – Deryn Williams 
Phone:	 441 3094 
email:	 deryn hyper.net.nz
Secretary – Marten Blumen 
email:	 martyb@gmail.com
Treasurer & Section Rep – Allan MacLachlan 
Phone:	 579 8009 
email:	 allan_mac xtra.co.nz
Newsletter Editor & Events – Suzanne Stickney 
Phone:	 486 2024  
email:	 suzstick hotmail.com
Trips Organisers 
Richard Everitt 
Phone:	 021 519 736
email:	 reveritt@ihug.co.nz
Magnus Hammersal
Phone:	 021 314 422
email:	 hammarsal@hotmail.com

Hut Managers – Brad White (& Richard Knott) 
Phone:	 021 918642
Instruction & SnowCraft Organiser – Chris Munro 
Phone:	 029 238 6230 
email:	 nzacsnowcraft gmail.com
Meetings Organiser – Matt Robertson 
Phone:	 362 1984 
email:	 matthewjvrobertson hotmail.com
Vice-Chair & Membership – John Salisbury 
Phone: 	 834 6699 
email: 	 jmsalisbury@googlemail.com
Librarian & Events Assistant – Andrew Hinkes 

Ruapehu Hut Bookings – Margaret McMahon 
Phone:	� National Office (03) 377 7595  

during office hours 
email:	 admin alpineclub.org.nz

2008/09 committee contacts

January 2009

February 2009

March 2009

Hut Working Bee	 Mar 14/15
A chance to make use of the long summer days to work on the hut before the snow comes.

 Brad White    Whitebradnzl@hotmail.com    021 918 642

April 2009

Hut Working Bee	 Apr 17/18
A chance to make use of the long summer days to work on the hut before the snow comes.

 Brad White    Whitebradnzl@hotmail.com    021 918 642


