
Friday 1 July 2005 marked the first Sydney NZAC Australian Section meeting since the Section was officially accepted 
by the NZAC Executive back in May of 2005. The meeting was held at the Bishop Barry Centre at Druitt Street Sydney, 
which saw a good attendance of approximately 60 people consisting of both members and non-members of the NZAC. 

 

 After a few initial technical glitches, we were able to get the meeting underway with NZAC Sydney Steering commitee 
member, Craig Boyle, making the first introduction to the evening's proceedings. The following address was a brief 
presentation by Richard Lawrence on the NZAC, which aimed at giving some background on the NZAC and develop-
ments and aspirations for the Australian Section. His presentation was greatly complemented with images and moun-
tain scenery from his own collection of alpine photography from his trips to New Zealand. 

 Next was our guest speaker, Lincoln Hall, who shared with us and inspired us with a slide show depicting many of his 
own climbing and mountaineering highlights and achievements over the last few years, including his mountaineering 
beginnings in New Zealand right through to his and his team's achievement on Mt Everest in 1984 and beyond. 

 Before we drew the three fantastic backpacks we received from ROMAN and Mountain Designs as lucky door prizes, 
we invited Jonathon Clearwater to give us a brief introduction to his movie "Southern Faces", which successfully pre-
miered here in Sydney last Monday 4 July 2005 (see http://www.earthseasky.co.nz/stories/southernfaces.html). 

 

 The evening closed with the opportunity for us all to meet and engage in some casual chat and exchange amongst 
those who attended. The meeting was a good first attempt at bringing these regular social events to the Sydney NZAC 
community, and it would not have been possible without the generous help of many many people. First of all I would like 
to thank all those who showed their support by attending the meeting in the first place – after all, all these efforts are 
made for the benefit of NZAC members and all those alpine recreation enthusiasts who would like to see a closer 
network in which to share and learn together. A sincere thanks goes to Lincoln Hall for donating his time in presenting 
us such an inspiring slide show. I would also like to thank and acknowledge the many helpers that offered their time to 
make the evening happen: Margaret McMahon and Richard Wesley (NZAC), Gillian Workman (Bishop Barry Centre), 
Chris Mein (Mountain Designs), Jennifer Peedom, Daniel Lowery, Le Quyen, and the Sydney NZAC Steering 
Committee including Norman Bradshaw, Craig Boyle and Richard Lawrence. 

 

 And last but certainly not least, I want to thank Mountain 
Designs Sydney (www.mountaindesigns.com.au) and Ro-
man Camping Equipment (www.roman.com.au) for their 
kind gear donations for the lucky door prizes. 

Carolina Roman - NZAC Australian Section (Sydney) 

PS : The next NZAC meeting in Sydney is scheduled for 
the second half of September 2005, details TBA. Hope to 
see you then !  

 

Left : Lincoln Hall sharing his climbing adventures with NZAC and 
non-NZAC members alike, at the Bishop Barry Centre in Sydney 
last July. Photo: C. Roman. 
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Meetings 

Steering Committee Meetings 

Melbourne meetings are being held on the third Wednesday of each month at The Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St. Ab-
botsford. We meet downstairs between 7.30 and 8pm, then move up to a room upstairs to conduct the meeting. Although 
this a formally run meeting, anyone is welcome to attend and contribute their ideas, particularly over the coming months 
when we will have lots of things getting underway.  
The meeting times and agenda are circulated via email in the week prior to the meeting as a confirmation and reminder. 
 
The Sydney Steering Committee meetings are held monthly and as per the Steering Commitee Meetings held in Mel-
bourne, these are formally run meetings however anyone is welcome to attend and contribute their ideas and suggestions. 
The next Sydney Steering Committee meeting for the month of July is to be held on Wednesday 13 July 2005 at 7pm. A 
date for an August meeting is yet to be confirmed. Please contact us at sydney@alpineclub.org.nz for more information. 
 
Social Meetings 
 
Melbourne will be holding a Melbourne Section Launch with guest speaker Tim MacCartney-Snape on 3rd September. 
Venue and timing will be confirmed and communicated by email in a couple of week. Members and non-members will be 
welcome and we hope to make quite a party of it 

 
Following on from Sydney's inagural NZAC social meeting last Friday 1 July, the next NZAC social meeting in Sydney is 
scheduled for the second half of September 2005, details will be confirmed and advertised via the Section's website 
(http://www.alpineclub.org.nz/default.aspx?p=241) and also announced via the Section's mailing list. 
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When Where Objectives/Details Open/Closed 

November 12/13 Arapiles NZAC Wellington Section Visit Open 

Dec 31—Jan7,2006 Rees Valley, NZ National Climbing Camp , for more info see : 

http://www.alpineclub.org.nz/default.aspx?p=22 

Open 
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Winter Trips 

Unfortunately, we have still been unable to finalise insurance for activities in Australia. This means that we are unable to organise 
the winter trips that we had hoped for. Many Victorian members are also members of VCC or ski clubs that will be holding their nor-
mal winter expeditions. Hopefully you can take advantage of these opportunities until we get our insurance situation sorted. 

However the following trips are definitely on cards, details on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo : Mt Arapiles, Watchtower Faces and Northern Group 
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Climbers Wanted – 2006 Gasherbrum II 
Expedition (Expressions of Interest) 

 

 Sydney-based NZAC member, Stewart Negus, is cur-
rently putting together plans to attempt a summit bid for 
Gasherbrum II (8035m), which is at the head of the Bal-
toro Glacier in the Karakorams. Stewart is currently 
seeking Expressions of Interest from other climb-
ers/mountaineers who would like to join in this expedi-
tion, which is currently aimed to take place in 2006. Par-
ticipants would have to be self-sufficient on the mountain 
i.e. experienced enough to be able to look after them-
selves, and have a high level of fitness and commitment 
(age and sex not relevant). Two teams of 4 climbers 
each would be the ideal party structure. 

 

 The two-month trip would cost approx $12,000 Aust 
each, and cover airfares to Islamabad, ground transport, 
accommodation, food, porters, base camp staff and 
some medical and communication equipment. Additional 
costs may include a share in the cost of a bond to se-
cure helicopter use in case of an emergency. 

 

 There would be no high altitude sherpas, therefore the 
party will need to engage in load-carrying to high camps 
and contribute towards fixing ropes, which would serve 
as a good acclimatisation exercise if nothing else (as 
would the week-long trek through Concordia to base 
camp). Plans to realise the expedition in 2006 might 
stretch out to 2007, but the earlier the organisation is 
established the earlier the trip would take place. 

 

 Please lodge your expressions of interest and enquiries 
directly with Stewart Negus, via email at  

       leafther@hotkey.net.au 
Gasherbrum II—Photo: David Hamilton / Jagged Globe.  

Mt.Arapiles  

The Wellington Section of NZAC is planning to come to Mt Arapiles for the weekend November 12/13. The Melbourne section has 
offered to help out with accommodation, transport, climbing partners and a base camp set-up where we can. Friends in the VCC 
may help us out with some of the base-camp equipment. If you may be able to help out in any of these areas, and would like to 
come along to do some climbing, send us an email :  melbourne@alpineclub.org.nz 

 

NZAC National Climbing Camp 

Climbing in NZ is of course covered by the club, and we look forward to the summer season when members can get together at the 
National Climbing Camp and/or other trips in NZ that people may like to advertise over the next few months. The climbing camp 
acts as a base camp where climbers can meet , socialise and climb together at varying standards. The Rees-Dart valley is a stun-
ning location and will offer a good variety of climbing. See the NZAC website (as above) for more details or registration. 
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Any Insurance Lawyers out there ?  
Part of the difficulty in establishing insurance for the club is fully understanding the issues involved with extent of cover, incorpora-
tion and special conditions. Another difficulty we have is that there are so many views on these things that it is difficult to sort here-
say from fact, or at least legal opinion. If there is anyone out there who has legal experience in this area, we would love to hear 
from you, to at least help steer us in the right direction. Contact melbourne@alpineclub.org.nz if you can help us. 
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NEWS FROM THE Club Committee Meeting 

 The Club Committee is NZAC’s main governing body. It is made up of representatives from all the sections, and meets twice a year, in 
May and November. The Australian Section will endeavour to send a representative along to the November 5th meeting which is to be 
held in Christchurch.  

At the May 2005 Club Committee Meeting, the focus was on the idea of “one club” rather than separate sections and a “head office”. It 
was agreed that: 

·  Sections should exchange information (via the website) about speakers, trips and instruction courses, with a view to sharing 
resources. 

·  Profits from the Banff film festivals are unevenly distributed between sections,  and donations to national funds which benefit all 
NZAC members are recommended. Some sections have already made donations to the Home of Mountaineering, but others 
may want to consider it. Priority should then be given to climbing related funds – huts, overseas expeditions and bolting. 

·  Smaller sections should be helped to run Banff showings, or given financial assistance where necessary. 

·  Section instruction should meet national standards, with common syllabi, instructor requirements and safety procedures. Infor-
mation about these standards, which were adopted at the November 2004 CCM, will be posted on the website. 

·  Section instruction courses should be open only to club members. 

 Other business important to the sections: 

·  The national climbing camp for 2006 will be in the Rees Valley, Dec 31 to Jan 7, hosted by Otago Section – see Climber for 
more details. 

·  There will be a Youth Mountaineering Introduction Weekend, 24-26 September 2005, for members and the children of mem-
bers – see Climber for more details. 

·  The instructor courses with Paul Rogers will run again in summer 2006. Sections should nominate rock and snow instructors 
for these courses. 

·  Work on Homer Hut is going ahead, and plans for Unwin are under discussion, with a decision to be made between refurbish-
ing or replacing the accommodation wing. 

·  A Rock-climbing Committee has been set up, with Kristen Foley as convener. 

·  The Overseas Climbing Committee is keen to provide funding for section expeditions. 

·  There was support for a fee increase from $80 to $90 pa, with the student rate staying the same. A case for this increase will 
be sent out to the sections for discussion before the November 2005 CCM. 

·  An Australian Section has been formed – joint trips to Arapiles are already being considered! 

 Finally, Geoff Gabites and Chas Tanner were both made life members for their very significant contributions to the Club’s activities, and 
Nigel Roberts and Ross Cullen were re-appointed as vice-presidents. 

          Judy Reid, President 

Everest Ascents 2005 
Four Australians reached the summit of Mt Everest this year. Greg Linsdell, Nick Farr and John Taylor from the Victorian Police 
force made it from the South side of the Mountain May 31. Their efforts were supported by our own Melbourne NZAC member, 
Mike Curtain, who acted as the base-camp manager for their expedition.  

Rex Pemberton, a 21 year-old student from Sydney also summitted from the South side on May 31. Rex has managed to crank 
up a fair number of peaks in Europe, South America and New Zealand in his relatively short climbing career. 

“Summit Week” on Everest was a week to ten days later then normal this year. In a couple of weeks preceding the arrival of the 
monsoon in Asia, the high winds on the summit can drop away to provide a “reliable” summit window. The delay meant several 
more weeks on the mountain than most people anticipated. Permits to climb the mountain actually expire on June 1, although this 
is obviously a bit hard to enforce, and many teams climbed and summitted in early June. 

To Contact the Australian Section :  
 
If you wish to contact the NZAC Australian Section Steering Committees, please drop us a line at melbourne@alpineclub.org.nz or 
sydney@alpineclub.org.nz .NZAC Australian Section news and upcoming events are also regularly posted up on the Section's 
website, which can be found at http://www.alpineclub.org.nz/default.aspx?p=241You can also keep up-to-date on upcoming alpine 
and mountaineering-related events as well as advertise your second-hand gear, trips, or look for a climbing partner here in Austra-
lia, via the aussiemountaineers mailing list - just follow this link ( http://groups.yahoo.com/group/aussiemountaineers ).�
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 Sydney has a Steering Committee 
 In order to bring structure to the Sydney NZAC Sub-branch, a Steering Committee was selected on 12 May 2005 
based on feedback from willing volunteers since the inagural meeting held on 24 November 2004. This Steering 
Committee is a temporary group of current NZAC members residing in Sydney, who will concentrate on actions to 
establish the NZAC in Sydney and surrounds as well as assisting the Melbourne Steering Committee, Chaired by 
Eric Krista, to help advance the Australian Section of the NZAC. The posts of Chairperson, Events Steering Group, 
and Membership & Promotion Steering Group were chosen to reflect those roles already in place in Melbourne. The 
Sydney NZAC members selected for those posts are as follows: 

 

 Carolina Roman - Chair Steering Committee, NZAC Australian Section (Sydney) 
Carolina was introduced to these things called mountains as a child, when growing up close to the Andes in her na-
tive Chile. In her late teens-early twenties she came down with the outdoors fever and to this day still suffers from the 
condition, worsened by alpine complications in the last 8 years. When not dealing with environmental and sustainable 
development issues to try and earn a buck, she gives in to her condition and heads outdoors whenever possible – 
she hopes a cure is never found. 
Richard Lawrence - Membership & Promotion Steering Group, NZAC Australian Section (Sydney) 

 Richard started climbing BC (before chalk) and has knees 10 years older than the rest of him, thus qualifying as a 
really grumpy old-ish nearly-ex-climber. Highlights of his early alpine career include not realising that neophytes were 
not supposed to go wandering up Walter, Green and Elie after only a week of Geoff Wyatt's instruction in the finer 
points of river crossings, Bonnar-bombing and an all-venison diet (in the days when Geoff fed the course by shooting 
a deer and stashing the carcass in the glacier until needed - spam, spam ,spam, spam, wonderful spam....). 
Subsequently things got a wee bit more interesting, when he was part of the infamous TMC that Bill Denz & Andrew 
Smith took up the Linda ("...but it was a really nice night to bivi in the Linda 'schrund, and it wasn't as if we lost 
anybody."). Last year, he celebrated menopause back in Centennial Hut, a hole in the Bonnar (again) and the 
Darrens (so that's where they keep the good rock, eh cuz?)(on a clear day, you can see the bloody Keas). He wishes 
to do it again some time. 

 Norman Bradshaw - Events Steering Group, NZAC Australian Section (Sydney) 
Norman was born in London, England in 1950 and when not trekking the mountains of the UK and Europe he lives in 
Sydney, where he works as a Senior Climb Leader with BridgeClimb on the Sydney Harbour Bridge. He was edu-
cated at the University of London where he was a founding member of BCHC (Birkbeck College Hiking Club) and 
editor of ‘The Blister’ magazine. He operates his own trekking company based in the UK and have been leading trek-
king groups all over Europe. He has spent a number of summer and winter seasons in Scotland, Wales, France and 
the Pyrenees. Most recently, he has been exploring the mountain ranges of the South Island of New Zealand. He is 
currently in the process of planning a major Antarctic expedition. 

Craig Boyle - Events Steering Group, NZAC Australian Section (Sydney) 
Craig lives in Sydney, and heads for the Blue Mountains to climb and walk whenever work and 4 kids allow. He has 
wanted to climb Mt Everest ever since he was 7 years old but only started alpine climbing last year when he almost 
got to the top of a snow-clad Mt Feathertop. 

 To contact the NZAC Sydney Steering Committee, please email sydney@alpineclub.org.nz  

Sec ond—Hand Gear 

Melbourne 

·  Koflack plastic mountaineering boots, size U.S. 9 (43 to 44). Plenty of wear left - $120 

·  2 Salewa titanium ice screws, 20 cm, unused - $50 the pair 

·  Fader general purpose ice axe, 70 cm, little used, perfect nick - $90 

·  Gore-Tex over-trousers with full-length zips (easy to put on when wearing crampons or skis) Perfect condition, 
colour royal blue,size medium (waist approx 80 - 85 cm)- $80 

View gear in Melbourne (Hawthorn East) 

CONTACT CHARLES DAY Ph 03 9882 2543 or chasday@datafast.net.au 

Sydney 

·  Scarpa Vega plastic boots, #12. Used one NZ trip only, perfect condition, too large. $275 ono. Call Stephen on 
0416263126  

If you would  like to sell or buy sec ond-hand  equipment, d rop  us a  line and  we 
will post it in the newsletter for you. Please p rovide c ontac t deta ils tha t you a re 
happy to pub lish.melbourne@alpineclub.org.nz or sydney@alpineclub.org.nz  



      Doug Scott Touring Australia 

At the cutting edge of Alpine climbing there are regrettably few elder Statesmen. UK climber Doug Scott is one survivor 
who has been at the forefront for more than forty years. His climbing resume is a long list of bold and difficult ascents 
from Alaska to the Himalaya. It's a resume that's as legendary for its quantity as it is for its quality of routes. 
 
Since he began climbing in the late 1950s, Scott has been outspoken in keeping climbing true to its origins as a game 
where style and ethics are paramount. To him the essence of climbing is to play out and exercise humanity's innate and 
unique quest for exploration. He has long argued that climbers must be wary of the temptation to reduce the level of risk 
and difficulty by the overuse of technology.  
 
Scott pioneered the use of lightweight alpine tactics in the Himalaya and claims that the modern trend towards using 
fixed ropes is killing off mountaineering because it is destroying the adventure that is so much a part of authentic climb-
ing.  
 
For decades Scott has enthralled audiences around the world with his thoroughly engrossing and spectacular stories of 
the numerous expeditions he has undertaken, he takes the audience to the heart of the climbing experience by reliving 
with us his climbs such as Kangchenjunga, Shivling, The Ogre and his 8 day descent with two broken legs from the 
summit. 
 
Despite artificial joints in his legs, the fire to go out and climb still burns hot for Scott and as soon as his current surgery 
for an artificial knee joint recovers, he plans to head to south eastern Tibet to attempt an unclimbed peak! 
 
World Expeditions and Sea to Summit are touring Doug Scott at venues around Australia in late July and early August.  
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SPECIAL OFFER—Free Beer for Melbourne NZAC 
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You can arrive from 6pm if you want to share an ale and chat with Doug & 
Tim Macartney-Snape. There is a bar with all the finest range of Goat on 
tap and the brewery now has a small Pizza oven too. To entice you all 
along the first beer's on on the house. To identify AMIN/NZAC invites you'll 
need to mention this well known saying at the door to receive your beer 
ticket; 'A Goat in the hand is worth two in the bush'. As you know, Doug 
is one of the elite of mountaineering and is planning a climb in Tibet later 
this year. Please book by Tuesday of next week (19/7). 

Non-NZAC Activities 


