New Zealand
Alpine Club

Central North Island Section Newsletter

Email address | Position

uly) August 2006
Name Phone # |

Steve 078702419

Burrows

Richard 073084070

Knott

Eric 0788566499

Duggan

Marcus 078393149

Bai

Kevin 078536532

Barratt

Barray 078558296

Smith

Dennis 078566754

Sanders

Cliff 078497609

Ellery

David 07 856 5213

Addison

stephenburrows@xtra.co.nz  Chairman/
Section Contact

carla_richard@yahoo.com Section Rep

ericduggan@gmail.com Secretary
bai@xtra.co.nz Treasurer
barratt@paradise.net.nz Newsletter
2smiths@wave.co.nz Whangaehu hut
bookings
ssanders@ihug.co.nz Gear Hire
c.ellery@nda.co.nz Committee

David.addison@genesispoweCommittee
co.nz

Editors Corner...
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Gear Hire Rates.

Ice axes, crampons, safety helmet.  $10.00 per item /wegk2®@0 per 'set'/weekend.
Harness(With karabiner & figure 8 descender ) and sa#étydi$10.00 per 'set’/day
$20.00 per 'set'/weekend.

Rock shoes: $10 per day

Transceivers $15. 00 per weekend. [note no discount]
Snow shovels $10.00 per weekend

Ice hammers $10.00 per weekend

CNI Section members receive 30% discount on abovates.
Please Ring Dennis on 0785667%d hire any of this gear

Whangaehu Hut

Back Country Alpine hut
To Book and obtain key (for the Locked access road)

Email: Barry Smith (See Above)

Hut fees $5 Members, $10 Non-Members

Weekly Rock Climbing
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Trip Report
Cordillera Blanca Peru 2005
CNI Members Steve and Kevin Barratt. and Nick Wall BdCanterbury)

Earlier this year a conversation with a Temuka friend Nl led to us plan a trip to The Cordillera Blancatia Peruvian
Andes in South America. We had previously been there 10 petose and there was definitely a feeling of unfinished
business. We had failed to get up three of the peakseredni that trip due to a combination of weather, altitude pnodland
bad planning. The one 6000m peak we did climb, Huascarae Nave such a magnificent view of the range with its superb
and shapely peaks that we vowed to return some day.

Nick and | plus Stephen my son were the team for thamdpNick and | set off on #8Vlay from Auckland via Santiago,
Steve was to meet up with us after travelling via Iodl #iami. On arriving in Lima the Capital of Peru we dise@d that



Steve had only just arrived when in fact he should hage bethe airport 12 hours ago. Somehow he had overslept Hoteé
in LA waking up after the departure time and missedligist! Somehow he had sweet-talked his way onto the negfitfli
without extra charge (pretty typical).

After cruising the mean streets ohaiwe eventually caught tlpolice-escorted overnight bus convoy to Huaraz, the main
town in the Cordillera Blanca and established ourselves ings
hotel and started our acclimatisation with two day®wrt
at 3200metres altitude. Bad news on day two was my ca
was stolen by a pickpocket in the market so my pictorial
record is a little limited. Ouir first trip was to thei€brada
Ishinca which is a popular a Valley to start in dsait
several accessible peaks ranging in height between 5800 an
6000m. Burro’s (donkeys, or are they mules?) were g
available to carry into this valley which was good news for -~ .
our backs. Stephen showed good early form by racing up to
campo basso and climbing every boulder in sight but spoiled
the effect a little by promptly vomiting after tea. Thislleg
is equipped with a hut (although most people camp) and a
‘Cave Mart’, enterprising Peruvians had opened a shop in a
cave near camp selling beers, eggs etc. We went orrstur fir
proper climb after a day at base (4200m) which was a day
climb up Urus Este (5420m). Nick showed his greyhound
form by surging ahead and got to the summit about half a
hour before me after a six hour climb and Stephen didn’t :
quite make it (should have taken the power gels) It was Steve on 'Toclaraju -
impressive to see a couple of Czeck Republic climbers i
carrying up ski's especially as there was only about 200sn®@i# to ski down at the top of the peak.

The nextbjective after a further days rest was the northedge of Tocllaraju (6032m) an excellent pointy peak. T¥as a
two day climb with the first day up to a camp on the edgbeeflacier and the next day to the summit. We maglarduous
trek up to the glacier camp and settled in for the riglishly deciding to sleep three in our very narrow twan bivy tent.
Steve and | shared a sleeping bag and Nick just usedis jdcket. Several hours, lots of cursing and no sléepuae got up
to start the climb and | discovered Steve’s drink blath@er decanted itself into one of my boots in the night. Aftapping the
foot in plastic bags we set off. We were not alone orclingb and followed a guided e .
party for most of the way in the bitter cold (I wore mosmy clothes including Fighting off the cows in
down jacket on this and subsequent climbs) Most of the clinsbstvaightforward .- - Paron Valley
with a couple of steep pitches requiring two tools.( We dgand time to rescue a £,
Canadian we had met earlier who was stuck at the tdpadfrst steep pitch after an

even gave me one) and we reached the top after aboubhauealimb onto a
wonderful pointed summit with superb views.

Santa Cruz valley to try and climb Alpamayo (5947m, wisicineone has called ‘th
most beautiful mountain in the World’) We had teamed up witin Canadians and §
hired a burro team and cook for the two day trip up to Alpanteage camp,
unfortunately the day before the trip | broke my own psento myself after an

earlier gastrointestinal ordeal on an previous South Ameticp and had chicken form ™
tea. This resulted in the two day walk up to base beapmiore of a crawl with

to the Mountain but Stephen and I (In spite of the powes) lmmly made it to the
Alpamayo col at 5500m. No one was climbing Alpamayo dtﬂat[gerous seracs

summit ridge on the north face of Quitaraju (6040m, a péskaccessible from the

col) and descend in atrocious snow conditions later in theAfter this we had a couple of pleasant days wanderorggahe

Santa Cruz valley with our Canadian friends before once &gaiding back to Huaraz.

After this failure we decided next to go to the Paron

Valley and try our Luck there. At the head of this walle
beyond a very beautiful lake called Laguna Paron lie the
very spectacular peaks of Artesonraju (6025m) and
Pyramide de Garcillaso (5885m). We planned to try
Artesonraju first followed by Pyramide if all went well
From Paron base camp it was a days climb to the next
camp near the glacier. Steve stayed behind this time (and
in fact got sick while we were away). Very early the next
day we set off and it soon became obvious all wasved
with Nick as he got slower and slower. At the foot of the
SE face he finally decided to call it a day. | wal k&en
so decided to solo the face (I had plenty of powerbars). |



took both 70m ropes and with a deep breath set off. Theiogmwias interesting 50-60 degree snow/ice for 800m wiihysc
shitty steep snow to gain the small summit platearividhg on the summit at dawn was a memorable experiencgeted by
the worry of descent, | only had two snowstakes to abieefldce so was bracing myself for some interesting dowhiign
Fortunately after the first abseil down the cruddy snow tieasummit | was joined by a Czech solo climber we hatceartier
so we joined forces to descend. Several raps and &dotaclimbing later we were safe again. The snowstake aséfoon
which we abseiled on the way down were not quite up taritén Safety Council standard so we went down with our axes
ready for a self arrest should the anchor fail! scary.sRéfurned back to the valley again to reunite with Nick $tede then
back to the delights of Huaraz and home to the rain.

-
AVALANCHE!

A few CNI members enjoyed an informative day on tleumain with 20 plus enthusiasts — coming to grips with archias
and their dangers.

Avalanches can occur when certain snow, weather and snow gradiki@ns are stacked in their favour.

Now are we taking things for granted? Getting by with ignoe or is luck on our side. Once you start hearing thernsshces
(even on Ruapehu and Egmont) and the resulting trauma, anjdrdeaths for those that are caught - puts things in a differe
light.

As a group of people who enjoy the outdoors (on the white stegfshould understand what conditions build, store and trigger
these avalanches. Learn to read the environmental conditiorc®thline to build these potential killers and sharpen those safe
route-finding skills to avoid the danger spots.

This MSC course was both an eye opener and a reminder (ngrgdrom past learning’s) of the values of getting it right
playing it safe.

Along with understanding what'’s required if one is caught odtthimgs have gone wrong — how a small thing like a transceiv
can change the outcomes — so long as we all are wearirapdrage all trained in its use.

Split the difference:
‘Living to tell the tale’ or becoming a ‘hard luck eato tell’.

C U on the mountain — KevinH
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