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         Central North Island Section Newsletter 
                                                  Sept October  2006 
 

 

Editors Corner… 
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Disclaimer: None of these views expressed in this newsletter necessary reflect those of the 
New Zealand Alpine Club (NZAC) or the Central North Island section of NZAC  

  Gear Hire Rates. 

Ice axes, crampons, safety helmet. $10.00 per item /weekend, $20.00 per 'set'/weekend. 
Harness(With karabiner  & figure 8 descender ) and  safety helmet$10.00 per 'set'/day  
$20.00 per 'set'/weekend. 
Rock shoes:                                          $10 per day       
Transceivers   $15. 00 per weekend. [note no discount] 
Snow shovels   $10.00 per weekend 
Ice hammers   $10.00 per weekend 
CNI Section members receive 30% discount on above rates. 
Please Ring Dennis on 078566754 to hire any of this gear 
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Name Phone # Email address Position 
 
Steve Burrows 
Richard Knott 
Eric Duggan 

 
078702419 
073084070 
0788566499 

 
stephenburrows@xtra.co.nz 
carla_richard@yahoo.com 
ericduggan@gmail.com 

 
Chairman/Section Contact 
Section Rep 
Secretary 

Marcus Bai 078393149 bai@xtra.co.nz Treasurer 
Kevin Barratt 078536532 barratt@paradise.net.nz Newsletter 
Barray Smith 
Dennis 
Sanders 

078558296 
 

078566754 

2smiths@wave.co.nz 
 
ssanders@ihug.co.nz 

Whangaehu hut bookings 
Gear Hire 

Cliff Ellery 
 

078497609 c.ellery@nda.co.nz Committee 

David Addison 07 856 5213 David.addison@genesispower.co.nz Committee 
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C
Back country Alpine hut above 
Tukino Skifield Mount 
Ruapehu. A wonderful remote 
location. Sleeps 6 in comfort.To 
Book and obtain key (for the 
Locked access road) 
Email:Barry Smith (See Above) 
Hut fees $5 Members, $10 Non-
Members 
 

Whangaehu Hut 

Whangaehu hut 
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details of bolting in different rock types and the ethics of bolting Contact Kevin Barratt or Cliff Ellery for details�
 

Committee News 
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Home Sweet Burrow!   
 
When it’s life or death, burrow into the snow like a bunny – good advice and good 
fun too! 
 
If you asked anyone who signed up for the NZAC Intermediate Snowcraft Course 
(Amanda #1 and Amanda #2, Jack, Jo, Mark and Pepita) what they were most 
looking forward to, I imagine I speak for most of them when I shout with giddy 
abandonment… “building a snow cave!” 
 
Fortunately we had plenty of other exciting skills to learn first and that kept us distracted until Saturday evening. 
 
We began our adventures on Friday night with a true Alpine-style hike in the dark. Some opted for no headtorch to 
make the most of the atmosphere. It was all quiet except for our boots, and then crampons, crunching through icy 
snow, with a beautifully clear star-filled sky above and weak moonglow to light the way. It’s amazing to see the 
beauty of the mountains in a whole different light. Arriving at the hut around 1am, we hopped straight into our 
sleeping bags for an early start the next day. 
 
Saturday was incredibly busy with our instructors (Dennis, Kevin and Marcus) helping us to review and build our 
confidence on ice axe arrests (and bum-slides). We also learned about different grades of snow (ball) and were 
taught how to use this knowledge to set up a belay point for multi-pitch routes (getting a cold bum). The sun shone 
on us for most of the day so everyone was feeling great and loving every minute. 

 
Lunch and lessons in the hut before we set out to do what all of us were 
anticipating. We worked out that there was only a couple of hours of daylight to 
dig a hole big enough to sleep nine people and already a few were wavering and 
trying to get on to the early dinner duty rosta! Still, everyone pitched in, when they 
could get past Amanda #2 who wouldn’t leave the “coal-face” and in around 2 
hours we had perfected our accommodation for the night. Jo and Marcus 
smoothed and rounded the ceiling to avoid drips and Jack got his level 
(snowstake) out to flatten the bumps out of our beds. 
 
All of us trotted back to the hut glowing with pride, and sweat, for a BIG dinner, 
wine, and merriment in the form of hut challenges like the “table traverse” and 

“phone book challenge”. Most of us were left wondering how it is that you seem to get more bruises inside the hut 
than out! 
 
Saturday was rounded off with a night in what was christened “The Burrow”. All of us got tucked up snugly like 
sardines in our sleeping bags and I think most of us managed to get some sleep, despite the odd testing moments - 
hats falling off in the night, drips from the ceiling, or old weary bones grumbling about the hard floor. Maybe it was 
the Baileys that helped or the “gaseous escape” that knocked one or two people out on the way into the cave? 
 
Fighting fit, if a little tired and achy, we rose pretty late on Sunday (daylight 
saving you see?) and trotted out into a “white out” to put our skills into practice. 
Despite the warning signs that you needed to be “an expert” and “expect hazards” 
we all did well at multi-pitching up and down a gully. Eagerly assessing snow 
quality (by making more snowballs), we carved out T-slots, banged in Stakes 
and Snowpigs, tied numerous different versions of a full range of knots and 
happily roped up alpine-style to cross back to the hut… hoping to take out a 
couple of skiers on the way. 
 
The weather having driven us indoors finally, we set about rescuing 
ourselves from a crevasse by prussicking up a rope attached to the hut roof. It’s 
awesome to see the concentration on people’s faces and to imagine what it would feel like to be down there – a 
Touching the Void moment. By this time, everyone looked so much more confident and professional. 
 
So, looking back, I think it was that last day in the hut when I finally felt I had graduated from plain “snowbunny” to 
being a real mountaineer. I could imagine myself conquering a peak some day, when I am fit enough to “run up 
Pirongia for fun” like Dennis and Marcus. A year ago, I was dreaming about the Alps and thinking I would never be 
capable of doing this but now, its all just a matter of aptitude, attitude and lots and lots of practice. 
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Marcus, Jo and Jack in the cave  

Amanda the “Expert” 
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For Sale 
Charlet Moser Axar Ice hammer  Nearly New condition $160 Contact Kevin Barratt 
 
Christmas Special: From now until Dec 15, 2006 members may purchase either of two special 
package book deals. The Mount Aspiring and Barron Saddle/Mt Brewster guidebooks,or the  
Tongariro and Taranaki guidebooks will sell for $35 a pair (+$4.50 p&p) 
contact: Margaret (at) alpineclub.org.nz  
 
 

 
Kevin Barratt Climbing in North Devon UK  Ascent to Ruapehu summit - Marcus Bai 
(Spot the Climber) 
If Undelivered please return to :  NZAC CNI Section 
      P.O. Box 11119 

      HAMILTON 

Deliver To: 
 


