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Section Meetings
Otago University Staff Club , 7:30pm
Wednesday 2 November 

?2 weeks in the Wilkin-Waiatoto? ? Christchurch transalpinist Caroline Bellamy 
recently spent 18 days traversing from the Wilkin to the Waiatoto as part of an 
FMC Youth Scholarship expedit ion. Come and hear tales of her epic trip!  

Wednesday 7 December 

?Classic climbs and f irst ascents in Peru? ? Jaz Morris w ill discuss the recent and 
very successful Expedit ion Climbers Club/New Zealand Alpine Team trip to the 
Cordillera Blanca of Peru.

Wednesday 4 January 2017 ? No meeting 

Wednesday 1 February 

Show and Tell ? bring slides or videos from your adventures over the summer. 

Wednesday 1 March 

?The Summit of her Ambition? ? author Anne McLeod is visit ing from Australia 
to share stories from her recent biography of the late Marie Byles. Ms Byles was 
a pioneering mountaineer and conservationist who made a number of 
exceptional explorations in New Zealand in the earlier part of last century. She 
was a climber thoroughly deserving of acclaim and Anne?s book is a f it t ing 
tribute to an inspirational early mountaineer. 

Wednesday 5 April 

?Ski Rhapsody ? A Ski Mountaineering Traverse? ? Richard O?Neill-Dean. Richard 
recently completed an exceptional ski-traverse from Mt Acland to the Tasman, 
the Walter/Elie de Beaumont Col and down the Times Glacier ? a variant on the 
classic ?Symphony on Skis.? 

(Can you tell how pleased we are to be organised 6 months in advance?) 

MEETI NGS
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UPCOMI NG 
TRI PS

5 November ? Trad Climbing Course. See later in this newsletter. 
 

12-13 November ? M t Turner from the Wilkin River. Round three for Keith 
Moffat w ith this beautiful peak visible from Makarora. Contact 
moffat.k172@gmail.com for more information. 

11 December ? Trad Climbing trip to M ihiwaka. See the section later in this 
newsletter. 

4-11 February ? National Climbing Camp, Top Forks Hut, Wilkin Valley. See 
later in this newsletter. 

?Deep Wat er  Solo Ice Clim bing? ? Tasm an Lake. An NZAC-endorsed act ivit y. Phot o: 
Jaz Mor r is 

mailto:moffat.k172@gmail.com
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Otago Sect ion 
NZAC Mem ber 
Benef it s

Aside from the obvious perks ? hut discounts, the Climber and NZ Alpine 
Journal, gear discounts, advocacy, and expedit ion and bolt ing funds, what 
has the NZAC ever done for us? 

Extra benefits associated w ith being a paid-up member of the Otago 
Section of the NZAC...
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- FREE gear hire (harness, helmet, shoes etc.) during Tuesday rock climbing 
evenings 

- FREE PLB hire for weekend trips 

- SUBSIDISED rock climbing courses (check out the two $10 courses on offer 
in this newsletter! ) 

- ANNUAL Snowcraft courses Discounted rental on avalanche safety 
gear/snowshoes 

- THE cheapest Banff f ilm festival t ickets in the country?? 

-GRANTS and scholarships to climbers direct from OSONZAC 

If  you?re convinced ? check out 
https:/ /alpineclub.org.nz/apply-for-membership/ Also - the discounted $80 
?youth? rate applies to students over 25 (perfect for postgrads) ? this isn?t 
obvious on the NZAC website. Just give HQ a call if  there are any issues?  

https://alpineclub.org.nz/apply-for-membership/
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NEWS

 Tuesday rock climbing meeting location. 

Tuesday Night Rock Climbing 

Back for 2016-2017 ? same time, same place. Meet at Logan Park opposite 
the Teachers College at 5.15pm for a 5.30 departure (to whatever local 
crag the group chooses) w ith a group of friendly local climbers. Tuesday 
climbing is open to all climbers (non-NZAC members are welcome! ) who 
are keen to socialise and meet new people, or perhaps get a belay on some 
new climbs. 
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The section?s junior climbing coordinator Riley Smith is keen to build on the 
grow ing interest in climbing at secondary schools in the city and has organised 
an Intro to Climbing course specif ically aimed at these potential members. 

The day-long course on Saturday, 3 December, w ill give 15-18 years old students 
the skills and safety training necessary to get them ready for Tuesday night 
climbing or other section rock climbing trips. 

The section is backing this idea by employing Tim Bartholomew to run the 
course and students w ill only have to pay $10 each as a contribution. This w ill 
include all training costs and the hire of all equipment. 

Riley is currently publicising this course directly to the city?s High Schools but if  
you know someone who may be interested, please get them to contact Riley 
directly on rileychallis@gmail.com  and he w ill send them the registration 
material. 

Trad climbing course
 If  you are rock climber who has 
always wondered about the mysteries 
of tradit ional (?trad?) climbing, now?s 
your chance to learn more. On 
Saturday 5 November, Section 
Committee member Heather Rhodes 
w ill be offering an introductory course 
to explain the basics to get you 
climbing on placed gear rather than 
f ixed bolts or top ropes. Heather is an 
experienced climber w ith the required 
climbing qualif ications and she w ill be 
supported by senior section climbers. 

The course w ill be held at Long Beach 
and costs $10. You w ill need your own 
harness and shoes (and if you own 
trad gear, bring it) but Heather w ill 
have suff icient trad gear available to ensure you can gain the basic skills needed 
to get you started. The course w ill be weather dependent and limited to 6 
people, so if you?d like to register or would like more information, email Lindsay 
on lindsay@plumtree.net.nz 

mailto:rileychallis@gmail.com
mailto:lindsay@plumtree.net.nz
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Got a great climbing project? Short of funds? We might 
have the answer. We are calling for funding applications 
from anyone who has a climbing project that would benefit 
from a cash injection. We expect to contribute around $500 
per project but could go higher for something spectacular!  
The rules are simple: The project must contribute to climbing 
in the Otago Region and the project must have w ide 
benefits ? not be for individuals. 
In recent years we have funding bolt ing and rebolt ing 
projects throughout Otago, contributed to hut repair and 
historic hut renovations, and helped w ith the development 
of new crags. Your project could be next. Send us an email 
to otago.climber@gmail.com and tell us about your project: 
who?s involved, what it  w ill cost and who w ill benefit. 

Sunr ise on Tasm an Saddle

mailto:otago.climber@gmail.com
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For many years the Otago Section has stored its library at the 
Otago Tramping and Mountaineering Clubrooms in South 
Dunedin. Made up of a w ide range of books and magazines, 
the Section?s library is not huge but does contain some 
wonderful historic climbing books along w ith copies of 
common magazines and NZAC Journals. 

A few years ago Danilo Hegg kindly catalogued the entire 
collection, so we do know exactly what?s there.  What we 
don?t know is what to do w ith this library in the future.   For 
the last f ive years the Section has held its monthly meetings at 
the University Staff Club, so members no longer visit the 
library regularly. That means that it  is many years since 
someone actually borrowed a book ? and it seems a shame to 
have this climbing material locked away unused. 
Some years ago we sent some material to the NZAC 
Headquarters to top-up various series where they had missing 
magazines or journals but the remaining books are sitt ing 
unloved in a locked cupboard in the OTMC?s clubrooms. The 
committee would like to see the books read more frequently 
and are looking at options to help achieve that. Should we try 
and donate the library to the Hocken, should we make it 
available to members who want to add to their own climbing 
libraries, should we put the whole thing on TradeMe or is 
there another option we haven?t thought of? 

Before the Section committee makes any decisions about the 
future of the library, we are keen to hear the thoughts of our 
members. If you have a suggestion we should consider, please 
email your thoughts to otagoclimber@gmail.com 

mailto:otagoclimber@gmail.com
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Instruction course award for a young woman NZAC member 
Charles MacMurray, a Nelson/Marlborough section member, recently made a 
generous donation to the Club. His w ife, the late Sheila MacMurray, was also 
an accomplished climber whose achievements included the f irst all-woman, 
unguided ascent of M t Cook in 1953. Part of Charles? donation ($550) has 
been set aside as a one-off award for a young woman NZAC member to attend 
an NZAC instruction course. Please email Penny Brothers, 
president@alpineclub.org.nz by November 6, 2016 w ith a short paragraph 
outlining your climbing background and aspirations, and which course you 
plan to do. 

Life Insurance 
We are pleased to be provide a life insurance policy to our members that covers 
mountaineering and climbing. Thanks to Peter Garrett of Alpine Risk 
Management, a voluntary group policy has been brokered which is 
underwritten by Sovereign Insurance. Sovereign is prepared to underwrite 
life/ trauma/accidental death cover worldw ide for members who engage in 
mountaineering, and w ill discount standard life premium rates by 10% . 
 

For those interested in obtaining life insurance, please email 
pbgarrett@xtra.co.nz.   When emailing Peter, please let him know your full 
name, date of birth, contact phone number(s) and best t ime of day to call.  He 
w ill then arrange for a Sovereign Authorised Financial Adviser to get in touch 
w ith you. Each policy issued w ill vary between customers depending on what 
options are chosen.  

New General Manager appointed 
We are delighted to announce the appointment of Karen Tait as the NZAC 
General Manager. She w ill take up the posit ion on 14 November. Karen grew 
up in rural mid-Canterbury and studied at the University of Otago, completing 
BSc and MSc degrees. Karen said upon acceptance of the GM posit ion ?I am 
excited to become the General Manager of the much respected New Zealand 
Alpine Club. On a personal level it  allows me to combine my passion for the 
outdoors and outdoor pursuits w ith my background in not-for-profit 
management and development. I look forward to meeting many of you soon 
and helping the club provide the stable platform necessary to continue the 
sustainable growth of climbing into the future.? 

mailto:president@alpineclub.org.nz
mailto:pbgarrett@xtra.co.nz
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Our eight sets of avalanche equipment and eight sets of snowshoes are now 
available for rent from the Hunting and Fishing shop at 922 George Street in 
Dunedin. The shop is open from 8 to 5.30 on Monday to Friday and from 9am to 
4pm on Saturday. The shop is not open on Sundays. The rental costs are $5 per 
day for an avalanche set of transceiver, probe and shovel and $5 per day for 
snowshoes for all Alpine Club members. You MUST show your current 
membership card to receive that rate. 
Not a member, or don?t have your card? Then the fee is $10 per day and you w ill 
be required to pay a $20 deposit.  If  you have any issues w ith the gear or rentals, 
please contact me or any of the committee and we w ill sort things out.  Please 
don?t hassle the staff at Hunting and Fishing as they are doing us a huge favour 
by running the rental scheme for us. Cheers, Lindsay Smith, 0274048911. 

PLB Hire ? now free for NZAC members 
We have two PLBs available for hire, and have decided to make this service free 
for current NZAC members. Contact Keith Moffat moffat.k172@gmail.com or 
027 664 4037 a few days in advance if you want to hire a PLB. $5 per day for 
non-members. 

mailto:moffat.k172@gmail.com
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EVENTS
 Trad Climbing Trip 

Follow ing on from the Trad Climbing Course the section is offering, we are 
planning a trad climbing day at M ikiwaka on Sunday, 11 December.  This 
w ill be a great chance for climbers to test their new ly learned trad climbing 
skills on a spectacular crag w ith several entry-level trad routes. You w ill 
need your own harness and shoes but the section w ill have suff icient trad 
gear and ropes available to ensure you can test your skills. If  you?d like to 
register or would like more information, email Lindsay on 
lindsay@plumtree.net.nz 

 National Climbing Camp - Top Forks Hut, Wilkin Valley, Feb 2017 

The Otago Section w ill be hosting the 2017 National Climbing Camp from 
4-11 February, based at Top Forks Hut in the Wilkin Valley. Top Forks is in a 
stunning alpine environment and there are several peaks w ithin striking 
distance of the hut, many of them grade 1 climbs. Campers are expected to 
be self-contained w ith their own tent, cooking equipment fuel and food. 
We w ill have access to the hut but not exclusive use. The small registration 
fee ($30) w ill cover basic communal facilit ies such as a tarp shelter, 
dish-washing facilit ies, toilet tent, thermette and a mountain radio. The 
camp is suitable for climbers of all levels of experience but you must be an 
NZAC member to attend. If you do not have a climbing partner at the camp 
we w ill arrange for you to team up w ith other climbers. 

 It  is a 12 hour walk from Makarora to Top Forks so people attending the 
camp are encouraged to consider travel by helicopter from Makarora or jet 
boat access via Kerin Forks Hut, although this is still a 6 hour walk to Top 
Forks. Registration is limited to 40 people. Please register by completing the 
Registration Form and send it to narina@alpineclub.org.nz or contact Keith 
Moffat: 03 473-8903; 027 664 4037; Moffat.k172@gmail.com 

mailto:lindsay@plumtree.net.nz
http://alpineclub.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23ea7cb21f4882cf3f0d4f15c&id=88e8fd9f15&e=0cba5cec0b
http://alpineclub.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23ea7cb21f4882cf3f0d4f15c&id=88e8fd9f15&e=0cba5cec0b
mailto:narina@alpineclub.org.nz
mailto:Moffat.k172@gmail.com
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NZAC AGM - Friday November 4th 7:00pm 

The NZAC AGM will be held on Friday 4 November 7.00 -9.30 pm at the 
Cashmere Club in Christchurch, 50 Colombo St . After the formal part of 
the evening there w ill be a 125th Anniversary Quiz. Come and exercise 
your democratic rights!  Sharpen up on your NZAC historical trivia!  Get your 
quiz team together!  Great prizes!  Finger food and drinks w ill be available. 
All members are warmly invited to attend. Apologies or proxy vote 
nominations can be sent to Margaret via post, fax or email, including your 
full name and NZAC member number. 

 125th Anniversary Dinner - November 5th from 5.30pm 

On Saturday 5th November the rest of NZ w ill be celebrating some long 
forgotten minor incident in English history. We have a much more 
important celebration ? the New Zealand Alpine Club 125th Anniversary 
Dinner. Click here to RSVP. 

OSONZAC Committee 2016-2017 
Chairman, CCM rep. ? Jaz Morris (phone 027 406 9173 or email 
jaz.n.morris@gmail.com) 

Treasurer, Equipment Manager ? Keith Moffat 

Secretary ? Emma Kluge 

Speakers ? Polly Camber 

Trips, Banff Film Festival ? Danilo Hegg 

Instruction ? Heather Rhodes 

Newsletter Editor ? Ben M itchell 

Jr. Climbing Coordinator ? Riley Smith 

Sr. Climbing Coordinator (AKA Tuesday night climbing) ? Lindsay Smith 

No printed newsletters 

If  you know an OSONZAC member who isn?t gett ing newsletters online yet, 
then encourage them to pass their email address on to Margaret at HQ 
margaret@alpineclub.org.nz. 

http://alpineclub.us8.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=23ea7cb21f4882cf3f0d4f15c&id=f34e086b81&e=0cba5cec0b
http://alpineclub.us8.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=23ea7cb21f4882cf3f0d4f15c&id=f34e086b81&e=0cba5cec0b
mailto:margaret@alpineclub.org.nz
http://alpineclub.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23ea7cb21f4882cf3f0d4f15c&id=caa7629870&e=0cba5cec0b
http://alpineclub.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23ea7cb21f4882cf3f0d4f15c&id=caa7629870&e=0cba5cec0b
http://alpineclub.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23ea7cb21f4882cf3f0d4f15c&id=caa7629870&e=0cba5cec0b
http://alpineclub.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23ea7cb21f4882cf3f0d4f15c&id=caa7629870&e=0cba5cec0b
mailto:margaret@alpineclub.org.nz
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Contact information 
Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club 

c/o 172 Gladstone Rd, Dalmore, Dunedin 9016 

Email: otago.climber@gmail.com 

Web: https:/ /alpineclub.org.nz/region/otago/ 

Facebook: https:/ /www.facebook.com/osonzac 

mailto:otago.climber@gmail.com
https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/otago/
https://www.facebook.com/osonzac

