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Workshopping the diminutive but tricky 
Donald Duck at Elephant Rocks 

Photo: Karena Garratt 
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Club Nights 
Club Nights are held at the University Staff Club, Union St. at 7:30pm, usually on 
the first Wednesday of every month. 
Have you been somewhere interesting? Do you have someone you’d like to hear 
from? Suggestions for speakers are always welcome! Contact us 
 
December Club Night, Wednesday 4 December 2019 

This month’s guest speaker is Mathijs van 
de Ven speaking on the Geology of 
Dunedin Rock Climbing. 
Always wanted to know more about the 
rocks we are climbing in Dunedin? What 

is the story behind the columns of Lover’s 
Leap? And why is it that I keep pulling 

pieces out of the crags at Doctor’s Point? 
What are those giant minerals in the 

Pinnacle and what is the actual difference 

between absolute choss and natural pro? 
Find the answers to these and other 

questions on a journey 16 million years 
back in time to an era when the Dunedin 

Volcano was shaping the landscape and 

laid the foundation for the crags we are 
climbing today.  

Upcoming Club Nights 
There’s no club night in January, but make sure to take lots of photos of your 
Christmas adventures for our Show and Tell Club Night on 5 February 2020. 
 

Trad Climbing Trip to Spur Road, Timaru, 7-8 December 
Spur Road crag has some 93 routes to explore with a good range of grades, so 
this is a perfect trip for building confidence with trad! Participants must have 
climbed trad before and have/be sharing a trad rack. Contact Eve for details. 

Trip to Top Heavy, 7-8 December 
There will be a trip to Topheavy on the weekend 7-8 December, weather 
permitting. This is trip should be a scramble but will require a good level of 
fitness. The plan is to leave Dunedin on the Friday evening, Friday night 
accommodation yet to be decided, may camp en-route. On Saturday we will head 
up the track to Brewster Hut then around to a bivi site on the Brewster Glacier 

close to Topheavy. On Sunday we will climb Topheavy and return to the carpark 
via Warden Spur or back the way we came.  Keith Moffat is leading this trip, 
contact him at moffat.k172@gmail.com and he will send you a link to the 
enrolment form. For more information call Keith on 473-8903 or 027 6644037. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Climbing Camp, 1-8 February 2020, Ferguson Hut in 
the Hunter Valley 
Coming up fast, this year’s New Zealand Climbing Camp is being hosted by the 
Otago Section. Spend a week up the Hunter Valley at Ferguson Hut: a fantastic 
base to explore an area of New Zealand that is rather hard to get into 

Taranaki Section Climbing Meet, 29 Feb – 1 March 2020, 
Tahurangi Lodge on North side of Tarakani 
Hey, the North Island has mountains too! Based at the 1,500m, the Tahurangi 
Lodge provides a fantastic base to explore Mount Taranaki. Contact Taranaki 
Section Chair Phill Davies ascent.phill@gmail.com 
 

National Mountain Workshop Weekend, 21-22 March 2020, 
Unwin Lodge 
An opportunity for club members to participate in a workshop to develop their 
skills in activities affiliated with the NZAC. There will be six workshops running 
through the weekend, including Mountain Landscape Photography (6 spaces), 
Rope Rescue for Climbers (4 spaces), Alpine Rock (Scrambling) Ropework (4 
spaces), Multipitch Climbing Skills (4 spaces), Navigation (4 spaces), and Trail 
Running (4 spaces). Note that numbers are limited, so book early if interested! 
http://www.alpineclub.org.nz/courses  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

mailto:otago.climber@gmail.com
mailto:moffat.k172@gmail.com
http://www.alpineclub.org.nz/courses
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When What 

Every Tuesday,  
5:15pm 

Tuesday night rock climbing  
Meet beside Logan Park. Weather dependent (check 
our Facebook page for updates)  

Wed, 4 Dec 2019 
7:30pm 

Club Night 
Mathjis Van De Ven on the Geology of Dunedin Rock 
Climbing 

7-8 Dec 2019 
Weekend 

Trad Climbing Trip to Spur Road, Timaru 
Good range of grades, contact Eve (027 642 3211) 
for details 

7-8 Dec 2019 
Weekend 

Trip to Top Heavy 
A weekend scramble, contact Keith (027 6644037) 
for details 

1-8 Feb 2020 

National Climbing Camp 
To be held at Ferguson Hut in the Hunter Valley. A 
great chance to explore a remote corner of the New 
Zealand Mountains! Check the Alpine Club Event 
Page for more information.  

5 Feb 2020 
Club Night 
It’s show and tell month! Bring photos and stories 
from your summer adventures. 

29 Feb – 1 March 2020 
Taranaki Climbing Section Meet 
Contact Taranaki Section Chair Phill Davies 
ascent.phill@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRIPS AND EVENTS 
2020 NZAC Calendars on sale 
now!  
Better than a Christmas Card, and online 
purchase price includes postage 
anywhere in the world. Get in quick as 
these sold out last year! 
Available on the NZAC Website 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/single-event/?event_id=3413939
https://alpineclub.org.nz/single-event/?event_id=3413939
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/nzac-alpine-calendar-2020/
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On Saturday 9th November, a group of 13 motivated climbers and one happy 
baby went on a bouldering trip to the Elephant Rocks, a collection of large 
weathered limestone rocks near Duntroon in North Otago. Our day trip started 
at 9 am (one hour later than first planned, much to the delight of most of us) on a 
sunny Saturday from the usual meeting point at Logan Park. Three cars started 
off with different on-the way-missions: Eve was going to pick up a hencoop on 
the way, Mike and Dave 1 (we had two off them with us) were wanting to stop in 
Palmerston to experience the apparently “famous pie”. While the hencoop 
turned out to be too large for the impressively sized school-van that Eve was 
driving, the pie got a withering assessment from Mike.  

Nevertheless, at roughly 11 am, the whole crew assembled at the car park next 
to Elephant Rocks and was ready to climb. I can’t say I noticed any elephants 
around, but that might have been due to the excitement about the outdoor 
bouldering occasion. The rock itself reminded me more of Castle Hill. Although 
Elephant Rocks covers a much smaller area, and are not as scenic as Castle Hill, 
the close proximity to Dunedin make them worth more than a single visit! 

The weather contributed to the overall positive experience: 20 degrees Celsius, a 
few clouds and a refreshing to very strong warm wind (see Eve and the flying 
bouldering mat). After setting up our base camp, including a baby play pen, the 
team started with some easier bouldering problems. Although well equipped 
with three bouldering mats, Dave 2 landed unluckily on his ankle and had to end 

his bouldering day early. Instead he enjoyed the rest of it reading a climbing 
book and sunbathing.  

After the warmup session and a first feel for the rock and style of climbing, the 
group spread out over the whole area to seek out new problems. The limestone 
boulders offered a lot of slab climbing with tiny holds and pockets and not much 
friction. Needless to say, deliberate footwork and good balance were 
advantageous skills for most of the bouldering problems.  But with a little help 
from our teammates - or a pile of stacked mats, the success rate of finished 
climbs was pleasantly high. Here it might be worth mentioning that an outdoor 
bouldering problem isn’t considered finished until you are standing on top of the 
boulder cliff (“topping out”). For us this meant that even after a successful climb 
up the rock, a sometimes scary way back down to the ground had to be 
mastered.  

Not to be forgotten, resting is an important part of bouldering. Our improvised 
picnic camp, centred around baby Marla, offered a good possibility to refuel the 
energy reserves. Baby Marla was excited about all the people that were eating 
food around her at different times and developed a growing appetite, allowing 
her to share a meal with each of us.   

In the late afternoon the group finished off with a rope-climb up one of the 
higher boulders (the rock formations of the Elephant Rocks vary from 1-10 
metres over an area of about 200 square metres), offering a wider view over the 

TRIP REPORTS 

By Susi Otto 

 

Eve getting blown away 
Photo: Ryan Thomas 

Marla and Karena on the move! 
Photo: Alex Weller 
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area. Meanwhile the sky had turned completely grey and an apocalyptic looking 
sun was trying to come through (probably due to bush fires in Central Otago and 
Australia) and so we decided it was time to head back to Dunedin.  

Thanks to everyone (Mike, Karena and Baby Marla, Eve, Mathijs, Dave, Dave, 
Alex, Ryan, Afiq, Matheson, Christine, Annika and Vince) for a lovely day! 

 

 
I was wondering what the difference is between climbing now compared to 
climbing in the early to mid 60’s. I think the difference is that climbers have it 
worked out more now. The planning is more precise, and the gadget in their 
hands gives them forecasts, routes on the mountain and even tells them where 
they are. They are better climbers technically than we were 60 years ago….is it 
really that long?  

I think that we were more in touch with the primal back then, and I believe that 
very significant experience is missing in the sort of mechanistic approach that 
we have to the hills these days. The modern climber is now climbing in an IT 
incubus and it insulates him or herself from the edge of experience and the 
unexpected, and indeed the forbidden elixir of the high hills. 

A recent glance at the new, excellent and quite incredible guidebooks of the 
Remarkables and the Mt Cook area are indicative of that. All credit to those who 
have put these guidebooks together, but in some ways it is “sewing it all up”. The 
experience that might be gained by having to work things out for yourself – to 
look at the weather without a phone, seeing the high cirrus over Cook and 
hearing the cantata played by the wind in the summit rocks – has gone. The 
reality today is that with modern forecasting available, you probably wouldn’t 

MEMBERS NOTES 
 
 
 
 

By Pete Strang 
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have left the hut. Having our charger with us is distancing us from experience, 
not just in decision making from what we see out there in the clouds, but also in 
preventing us from pushing the boundaries and taking informed risks that are 
the only way we will get the experience we need to ultimately survive on big 
mountains. 

Years ago we would head for the hills on our motorbikes or hire a truck to get 
there: covered in but no seat belts. A VW beetle was the closest you could get to a 
4WD vehicle! (Or a Land Rover for those with more dosh) The rental companies 
were very wary of us and always keen to know how far up the valleys we were 
going to try and take the vehicles!  

We would give some sort of plan to our families or affiliates but we could be 
literally out of touch for up to two weeks at a time. Nobody would really know 
where we were. We could be somewhere in Fiordland struggling up the bluffs to 
Turners Biv only to turn back in horrendous weather, or trying Rob Roy up Rob 
Roy Creek before beating a retreat after five days when an avalanche almost hit 
our tent. We did traverse Homestead Peak, but the biggest challenge was 
crossing the Matukituki after heavy rain. There was no bridge. 

We might have been further up the valley at French Ridge Hut (no radio in those 
days) and attempting Rob Roy from there by climbing down into Gloomy Gorge 
and up onto the western slopes of that elusive mountain – but again the weather 
cast its dice and we retreated to French Ridge. I’m not sure whether our route is 
in any guidebook!  

We didn’t grade climbs then. We have only found out recently that we were in 
the 4 to 5 category at times, especially in the Cook region. Our gear was 
essentially an ice axe, front point crampons (new in those days), a couple of rock 
pitons and ice pitons (used like “ice tools” are used today) and a piton hammer. 
Construction site hats covered as crash hats!  

Some of us were in Antarctica around about that time climbing. There was no 
GPS, it was only partly mapped, compasses spun as we were over the magnetic 
pole, and there was only very limited radio contact with base. We were too far 
away for choppers to access us for rescue purposes. We had a sextant for what it 
was worth! We were two months away from family, and I can always remember 
when I got back to Scott Base I called my wife. Her response was, “ What did you 
call me for?”!  Today we would be texting most days, using solar panels, to say 
we were okay….I believe for sometimes spurious “safety reasons”. 

I may sound somewhat irresponsible in the present climbing milieu, but I don’t 
think so. I use a cell phone for texting, emailing, and GPS. It is an amazing tool, 
but what I am saying is that if you really want to hone your survival skills and get 
really close to the mountains, and look for storms and to see the cirrus on 
mountains high, and make forecasts and be wrong….and not have to check in all 

Mike White on Mt Herschel, 1967  
Over 27 hour round trip to summit, no compass, no GPS,  

40 below, no weather forecast, and out of chopper range. 
Photo by Pete Strang. 
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the time to satisfy some “safety requirements”, you might just become a better 
and more independent mountaineer. Try leaving the phone behind, and if you 
are unhappy about that and an EPIRB does not reassure you enough, take the 
phone and the blessed charger but have an agreement that it is well and truly 
turned off unless there is an emergency. 

I can remember one very special occasion after I had been at a medical meeting 
in Queenstown on a Sunday afternoon and I was driving back to Gore. It would 
have been 10pm at night. It was the middle of winter. There was snow on Jollie’s 
pass and a big moon hung over Mid Dome. I had my gear in the back of the car. I 
couldn’t help myself. I pulled over and set off. I needed my ice axe and crampons 
in the very hard snow for the last few hundred metres to the summit. By then it 
was around 2am in the morning. I could see the lights of Gore to the east and the 
moon lighting up all the peaks around me with the Garvies in the distance. All old 
friends in the cold and silence. It was an unforgettable experience. I retreated 
back to the car and was home to Gore in time for a very short sleep before having 
breakfast and going to work. 

I think about it now. I wasn’t able to Facebook it. It is just a wonderful secret 
really between me and the mountain. I came over Jollie’s Pass on my motorbike 
recently on an autumnal day, again on my own, and all those memories came 
back, and I chuckled and I think the mountain did as well.  

All the best for the 19-20 Summer climbing season!  

[Pete Strang is a former doctor (now retired) and long-time member of the Otago 
Section. He was part of the first party to climb the south face of Aoraki Mt Cook 
in 1962, and a member of the first assent of Mr Herchel (3335m) in Antarctica 
with Ed Hillary in 1967. Pete currently lives in Dunedin] 

< petestrang@xtra.co.nz > 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Short and Very Incomplete List of Pessimistic Peaks 
Looking for summer inspiration? Well, don’t look here (or do, depending on your 
personality). There’s a preponderance in New Zealand of pessimistically named 
peaks. So I decided to make a short list to bring to you a selection of them. Let me 
introduce you to: 

Chosspile Peaks (Otago, Ahuriri Range, 2278 m) 
Such an evocative name: I suppose if you climb it you’ll know what to expect? 
Not apparently a noteworthy goal for NZAC, as the peak fails to have an entry in 
the Journals. 

Mount Bitterness (Otago, Kurow, 1910 m) 
The one ascent recorded of this peak (located behind Awakino ski fields) comes 
from Mr Arthur Mead of Auckland in 1948. Mead wasn’t bitter at all in his ascent, 
describing the view as “marvellous” and commenting how “the tussock hills, so 
unlike my northern ranges, have in certain lights a calm, majestic beauty.”  

Oh, Aucklanders. 

Mount Hatless (Canterbury, Lewis Pass, 1660m) 
Who lost their hat? Was it one hat or many? Were they ever able to retrieve the 
hat(s)? If I go, will I also lose my hat? So many questions: none answered. 

Mount Misery 
Fun fact: New Zealand has no fewer than 19 Mount Miseries. Even funner fact: 
none of those Mount Miseries seems to have been written up for the NZAC 
Journal. Come on people: that’s what one might call a missed opportunity! 

Mount Horrible 
There are at least five Mount Horribles in the country. Only one seems to get 
much attention: the short little one near Timaru that is technically a hill. It’s part 
of the Black Range, and its neighbours include Mount Misery and Misery Swamp.  

This Mount Horrible has gained attention as a decent looking trad climb 
destination. Others disagree. In 1982, Brent Davis concluded that, “This crag is 
almost worth a visit but lacks the objective danger of no protection and loose 
holds – no fun!” I have no problem with decent rock and bomber protection, but 
then againI lack the sense of adventure of a 1980s dirtbagger.  

Somewhat irrelevant to the point, to get to Mount Horrible one drives up Mount 
Horrible Road, where there also happens to be real estate for sale.  

“Please friends, come visit!”  
“Where do you live?”  
“Mount Horrible!”  
“…” 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
 
 
 

Do you have a story you want to tell? It’s a 
member newsletter: contact the editor at 
alexhweller@gmail.com 

 

Photo: Alex Weller 

mailto:petestrang@xtra.co.nz
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Weary Summit (Westland, Haast River, 2089 m) 
We’ve all know that feeling. It doesn’t particularly raise the spirits to learn that 
Weary Summit rises above Weary and Low creeks, and nearby to Shattered 
Peak. A 1944 party climbing in the area near to Weary Summit made their way 
to “a job lot of assorted slates that could be called a mountain… We thought at 
the time of calling it Mount Razorblades on account of the sharpness of the 
stoneware, but think that, being situated between Weary and Low, with 
Shattered nearby, “Forlorn” might be a more emotional appellation.” If you can’t 
beat ‘em… 
 
Mount Awful (Otago, Aspiring, 2192m) 
In close proximity to Mount Dreadful rising above Siberia Flats. On the first 
ascent of Mount Awful in 1944, the climb required climbing up a 45 degree 
snowfield whilst pigeonholing (or as we call it: post-holing) the whole way. One 
of the climbers reported, “In four hours, with only two small patches of rock on 
which to rest, and numbed hands and feet, this method of progress became 
somewhat tiresome, and greatly diminished our admiration for the mountain. 
There was not even a single crevasse to break the monotony.” Ah, the old ‘I wish 
there were a crevasse to make things interesting’ climb.  

Once on the top of Mount Awful, the party (pessimistically) stated: “We did not 
build a cairn, for cairns seem to last only a year or two on snow peaks, and we 
hope it will be many years before anyone repeats this monotonous climb.” Ouch.  

A half-century later and a different climbing party reported a slightly different 
view of Mt Awful. In 2003, it was thought that, “the mountain is pretty cool, 
really… The peak features good steep alpine rock, which is surprisingly solid and 
protectable on the whole.”  

So it’s either awful or pretty cool… On a completely unrelated note, can we 
please have a Mount Pretty Cool? That’d be pretty cool. 
 
Sisyphus Peak (Otago, Aspiring, 1859m) 
First ascent in 1931, and was named, “in commemoration of Pinney’s escapade 
with the boulder a few days later.” I am intrigued. What escapade would that be? 

Reading on: while descending a hill, one of the party brushed against what 
looked like a stable boulder and sent it rolling down the hill. “Without warning, it 
threw him somersaulting down the hill, smashed his ice axe into matchwood, 
and made for Pinney, who had just time to dive over a small waterfall, on top of 
which the boulder came to rest. Unfortunately, he landed on his chin at the 
bottom and took the count… In such circumstances Pinney had the advantage of 
two more languages than the rest of us, and had recently attended some dog 
trials in a receptive frame of mind. However, we had the feeling that at heart he 
was really enjoying himself.” 
 

 
 

Guide Books Available 
The Section has an up-to-date set of guidebooks available to members. Priority 
goes to trip leaders, however these are available to all members. Contact us to 
arrange use. 

 

Section Trip Information 
Trip Sign Up  
Interested in going on Section Trips? Sign up to our section website and 
subscribe to receive email notifications when new trips are posted. Members 
and non-members welcome.  

Please note that default settings will not give any notifications: if you want to 
receive notices about trips you need to set your email preferences. 

Trip Leaders Wanted! 
We’re looking for keen people to volunteer to become section trip leaders. Club 
trips can be as low-key or go-getter as you want them to be: if you’re thinking 
about going somewhere, chances are somebody else in the Club is interested as 
well. Why not share the experience? 

Leading a trip is not as daunting as it sounds. Anyone can become a section trip 
leader as long as they are known to be competent and capable in the mountains.  

If you’re interested in becoming a trip leader, contact us at 
otago.climber@gmail.com and we’ll help guide you through the process.  

 

Gear for Hire  
PLBs (Personal Locator Beacons) 
The Otago Section has two PLBs (Personal Locator Beacons) for use by Section 
members. Rental is free for NZAC members and $5 per day for non-members.  

Fill out the online booking form, then contact Keith Moffat or Ryan Thomas to 
arrange to collect a unit (contact info in Section Contacts).  

 

Aoraki Tai Poutini, Rob Frost, 4th ed., 2018 
Backcountry Ski-Touring in New Zealand, Shane Orchard, 1st ed., 2018 
Barron Saddle – Mount Brewster, Ross Cullen, 2nd ed., 2002 
Mount Aspiring Region, Allan Uren and Mark Watson, 4th ed., 2016 
The Otago Southern Alps, Danilo Hegg & Geoff Spearpoint, 8th ed., 2013 
Queenstown Rock Ice & Boulders ,Guillaume Charton, 3rd ed., 2018 
Rock Deluxe, Ivan Vostiner and Kate Sinclair, 2nd ed., 2015 
Wanaka Rock, 7th ed., 2014 

SECTION NEWS & NOTICES 

https://www.osonzac.org.nz/SigningUp.php
http://www.osonzac.org.nz/
mailto:otago.climber@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/forms/TQJrhMZxacHf30qP2
Moffat.k172@gmail.com
Ryan.j.thomas1@gmail.com
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Avalanche Equipment and Snowshoes 
Available for rent from Hunting and Fishing, Dunedin (141 Crawford Street).  

Rental for members is $5 per day for an avalanche set (transceiver, probe and 
shovel), and $5 per day for snowshoes. You MUST show your current 
membership card to receive that rate. Fees for non members are $10 per day 
with a $20 deposit. Members are welcome to collect gear on Friday and return 
Monday and two day’s rental will apply.  

If you have any issues with the gear or rentals, please 
contact the Section. Hunting and Fishing are doing us a 
huge favour running the rentals: please don’t hassle the 
staff!   

 

 

 

In case you missed it, RNZ recently did an 
interview with Geoff Spearpoint about his 
new book, “The Great Unknown: Mountain 
Journeys in the Southern Alps.” You can 
find that interview here. This book 
chronicles five decades of tramping and 
adventuring in New Zealand’s Southern 
Alps, including personal accounts of 
Spearpoint’s favourite trips into 15 
geographical areas. 

If you’re interested in buying this book, 
NZAC members can get it for a discounted price on the NZAC website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 2019-20 Otago Section Committee 

Chair  
Ryan 
Thomas 

Ryan.j.thomas1@gmail.com  
027 311 5723 

Treasurer, 
Equipment 

Keith 
Moffat 

Moffat.k172@gmail.com  
027 664 4037 

Secretary, Rock 
climbing 

Eve O’Brien 
eve.j.obrien@gmail.com 
027 642 3211 

Trips, Banff 
Film Festival 

Danilo 
Hegg 

danilo_hegg@hotmail.com 
027 339 2688 

Instruction 
Heather 
Rhodes 

heathermayrhodes@gmail.com 
027 258 6534 

Newsletter Alex Weller 
alexhweller@gmail.com 
027 604 1711 

Committee 
members 

Jono Squire 
jonosquire@icloud.com  
021 0326 218 

 
Alastair 
Campbell 

Alastair.campbell@obhs.school.nz  
021 149 6636 

 
Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club 

c/o 172 Gladstone Rd, Dalmore, Dunedin 9016 
Email: otago.climber@gmail.com 

Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/otago/  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/osonzac  

Trip info & booking: www.osonzac.org.nz  
 
 
 
 

 

SECTION CONTACTS 

OTHER NOTES 

The Waimak from Bealey Spur 
Photo: Alex Weller 

http://www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/audio/player?audio_id=2018720592
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/the-great-unknown/
mailto:Ryan.j.thomas1@gmail.com
mailto:Moffat.k172@gmail.com
mailto:eve.j.obrien@gmail.com
mailto:danilo_hegg@hotmail.com
mailto:heathermayrhodes@gmail.com
mailto:alexhweller@gmail.com
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