
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A perfect bivvy ledge for one – Jaz Morris on his way 
to Sefton Summit – story page 5. 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

Join Canterbury for Christmas 
 
The Canterbury / Westland section will be doing its annual end of year Christmas base camp weekend at 
Unwin Lodge over the weekend of 8th, 9th and 10th December and they have invited any keen Otago 
Section members to join them. Their plan is to head to Unwin Friday evening, stay Saturday and return 
to home on Sunday afternoon. This is usually a fun get together with plenty of options from 
mountaineering, cragging, walking, biking or just relaxing and we will be having a shared / pot luck 
dinner on the Saturday night. 
 
The C/W section has already reserved 20 bunks for ourselves and if any other sections have an interest 
in coming along, we would ask you to book directly with Simon and Pip at Unwin. 
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Meetings 
Wednesday, 6 December 

University of Otago Staff Club, 7.30pm 

 

This will be our final meeting for the year, time for a suitable celebration and a guest 
speaker who is yet to be confirmed.   Be great to see you along.   Merry Christmas! 
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Trip Report- story and photos – Keith Moffat 
Mt Alta & Buchanan Peaks 11th-12th November 
 
With a big high hanging over the country there was no need to spend much time studying weather 
forecasts for the days leading up the trip to make the decision to proceed or not.  There were six on the 
trip and we headed to Wanaka on the Friday night where we had a comfortable night at Geoff’ and Phil’s 
holiday houses.   
 
Saturday morning dawned fine 
and clear and we were fording 
the Matukituki river by 9 am. 
Our route was across the 
farmland fiver flats, then up a 
4WD track to about 900m.    
From here it was a tussock ridge 
line that took up to the top tarn 
of the pair of tarns at about 
1400 m where we started 
looking for a camp site.  
 
We found a great site by the 
lower tarn where we were 
surprised to find about a dozen 
tourists with their guide waiting 
for a helicopter pickup after their leisurely stroll in the mountains.   We set up out camp and just after 
3pm we headed for the Buchannan peaks leaving Jenny to guard the camp from the Keas.   
 

 
Climbers dwarfed by the scale of the ridge from Buchanan Peaks to Mt Alta - top right. 

 



 
 
The fresh snow that had 
fallen earlier in the week 
was down to our campsite 
but was patchy to about 
1800 m.  We picked a 
route on tussock and rock 
where possible, to avoid 
having to wallow in the 
soft snow.  Just after 5 pm 
we were on the summit of 
Buchanan Peaks enjoying 
stunning views over lake 
Wanaka and toward Mt 
Aspiring.   
 
We could have hung out 
there much longer, but 
the camp site and dinner 
were beaconing, so we 
headed back arriving back 
at camp about 7pm.  We 
were hoping for a good 
freeze on Saturday night and we were rewarded when the alarm went off at 5pm.  Jamming feet into half 
frozen boots is the down side to these early starts but the frozen snow made for fast travel to our objective 

of the day, Mt Alta. 
 
The day was clear with cloud in the valleys. We 
made good time and on the final slopes to the 
summit we opted for the face rather than the ridge 
to where we enjoyed some front pointing on 
perfect firm snow.   
 
We arrived on the summit at 9.30 am about the 
same time as the mist rolled in so we did not get 
the spectacular views we had enjoyed on 
Saturday.  Visibility in the mist was minimal on our 
decent but we were able to follow our footsteps 
to retrace out route back to the camp for lunch. 
 
It was then back to the cars with everyone feeling 
very satisfied with a great weekend in the hills. 
 
 
Photo left:   Sorry folks, couldn’t resist the photo of Riley on 
“TOP” of Mt Alta - Editor 

 
 
 

 

Looking back along the ridge to Buchanan Peaks on the way the Alta. 



 
 

Jaz Morris takes a cheeky trip to Sefton Summit 
 
When a few good friends arranged a trip to Welcome Flat to celebrate a birthday I cheekily suggested that 
if the weather permitted I might duck up to Welcome Pass for a look at Mt Sefton's West Ridge. A couple 
of months later and the week of the trip came 
around, coincident with one of the best spells of 
weather in the Alps in memory.  
 
After the short walk up the valley, a glorious 
evening in the hotpools, and a night under the 
excellent rock bivvy at Welcome Flat, I bade 
farewell to the team and headed up the Bluewater 
Route (a rough track in the bush as an alternative 
to the now largely impassable Scott Creek route of 
old) to the Tekano Neve and Welcome Pass.  
 
Finding the recently cut Bluewater Route in 
excellent condition I was able to make good time, 
despite soft snow and whiteout conditions at 
times (fortunately chamois tracks pointed me in 
the right direction from Pt 1800). I made Welcome Pass in 8h from Welcome Flat and settled in to a warm 
evening in the bivvy bag.    After leaving my biv at Welcome Pass at 4.30 am a quick jaunt along the upper 
Douglas Neve led to a broad crevasse-free slope up to Pt 2602. From here the West Ridge of Mt Sefton 
meanders at the 2600-2800m mark until a final 35˚ slope leads to the summit of Sefton.  
 
After taking in the view I retraced steps on firm morning snow and was back at the biv before 9.00. Only 
four hours later I was down from the Pass to Welcome Flat at Scott Creek and 45 minutes later back in 

the hot pools - 9 1/4 
hours from 
Welcome Pass to 
Welcome Flat via 
Mt Sefton! I 
rejoined the team 
who'd been up to 
Douglas Rock, and 
we enjoyed an 
indolent evening in 
the pools before 
wandering down-
valley the next 
morning to 
conclude an 
excellent trip. 
 
 
 
 The obligatory summit selfie 



 
NZAC National Summer Climbing Camp- Tukino 3-6 Feb 2018  
The Tukino Alpine Sports Club is host to the NZAC National Summer Climbing Camp next February 3-6 at 
Tukino ski field on Mt Ruapehu. The camp is an opportunity for climbers to get together to climb 
mountains, rocks, socialise, explore and enjoy the great outdoors. It is also a great opportunity for young 
people and families to get out and try trad climbing. There are a number of crags well set up with easy 
access to the top to build anchors and low grade routes (8-14) with plenty of good pro placements. There 
are also now plenty of easy bolted routes, as well as the more challenging graded routes, for those 
wanting to experience alpine rock cragging! 
Cost: Catered accommodation (NZAC members): $37.50 per night for Adults and $18.75 for under 18. You 
must reserve your accommodation for the camp as well as completing the registration form.  
We will assist with carpooling where possible and shared cost of transport for carpooling is expected.  
Tukino Lodge capacity is 40 people per night so please get your registrations in quick.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER: https://goo.gl/forms/kAc5FlxnJ0ZHMzPJ3  
 
FMC Discount – Interislander Travel 
The 15% discount off easy-change and saver-change fares have been extended. The discount that 
currently runs for travel up to 30 Nov 2017 has been extended to restart from 1 Feb 2108 to 30 Nov 
2018 (i.e. not available for travel during Dec/Jan). An online discount code is viewable when you log into 
the Club website and you need to show your FMC discount card at the check-in: 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/interislander/  
 
Christmas Hours – National Office 
National Office Christchurch will be closed for the Christmas/New Year period. Our last day will be 
Friday 22 Dec, reopening Wed 3 Jan. If you have any travel insurance requirements, please get your 
applications in early as Narina will not be back to process these until Monday 8 Jan. 
 

 
 

Section Safety 
Gear Rental 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Our eight sets of avalanche equipment and eight sets of 
snowshoes are now available for rent from the new Hunting and 
Fishing shop, now at 141 Crawford Street, in Dunedin. The new 
shop is open seven days till 5.30 weekdays, 5pm Saturday and 
4pm Sunday.   More details at www.huntingandfishing.co.nz .  
 
The rental costs are $5 per day for an avalanche set of transceiver, 
probe and shovel and $5 per day for snowshoes for all Alpine Club 
members. You MUST show your current membership card to 
receive that rate.   Not a member, or don’t have your card? Then 
the fee is $10 per day and you will be required to pay a $20 
deposit.   
 
Members are welcome to collect gear on Friday and return 
Monday and two day’s rental will apply.   If you wish to make 
other arrangements, please contact Keith or any of the 
committee and we will sort things out BEFORE you go into the 
shop.  If you have any issues with the gear or rentals, please don’t 
hassle the staff at Hunting and Fishing as they are doing us a huge 
favour by running the rental scheme for us 
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/kAc5FlxnJ0ZHMzPJ3
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/interislander/
http://www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/


 

 
Rock climbing instructors needed – great pay offered! 
 
This year this has been a huge interest in Tuesday Rock Climbing, with 
almost 30 new climbers registering their interest.   The Section is keen 
to have these potential new members come along but we do need to 
offer a safe and enjoyable climbing experience. 
 
The Section is planning a comprehensive course for new climbers early 
next year but before that we need to have a good-sized pool of 
experienced climbers available to assist with running the course and 
with weekly supervision of the new climbers at the Tuesday climbing. 
 
If you are an experienced rock climber with a real interest in passing on 
your skills and supporting new climbers, we’d love to hear from you.   In 
return for your regular support on Tuesday nights, or Club Rock Climbing 
trips, the Section will offer training, a First Aid Certificate, and the 
Section will pay your NZAC Membership for each year that you help. 
 
If that offer interests you, just email the Committee on 
Otago.climber@gmail.com and we’ll be in touch to discuss the next 
steps. 
 

 
 

PLB Hire – free for NZAC members 

We have two PLBs available for hire, and this service is free for current NZAC members. Contact Keith 

Moffat moffat.k172@gmail.com or 027 664 4037 a few days in advance if you want to hire a PLB. $5 per 

day for non-members. 

 
 

 

Section Sponsorship Grants available 

 

The Otago Section are again calling for applications for three, personal sponsorships for 2018.   We expect 

to contribute around $500 per grant but could go higher for something spectacular! The rules are simple: 

the winning sponsorships must contribute to climbing in the Otago Region and the project must have 

wider benefits – not just for the individual concerned but also for the wider climbing community.  

 

In recent years, we have funding Alpine Training for a climber who went on to lead section trips, helped 

fund a trip to Nepal in return for on-going contribution to the Section and funded a young rock climber’s 

winter training costs; he has gone on to develop and run a youth training programme attracting new 

climbers to the section.    Your project could be next.    Send us an email to otago.climber@gmail.com and 

tell us about your personal project; who’s involved, what it will cost and how your sponsorship will benefit 

both you and the section. 
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 2017-18 Otago Section Committee 

Chair Raluca Ana 02108179545 raluaana@gmail.com  

Treasurer, Equipment Keith Moffat 027 6644037 moffat.k172@gmail.com  

Secretary, Newsletter Lindsay Smith 027 404 8911 lindsay@plumtree.net.nz 

Trips, Banff Film Festival Danilo Hegg  danilo_hegg@hotmail.com 

Instruction Heather Rhodes 027 258 6534 heathermayrhodes@gmail.com 

Rock climbing 

coordinator 

Riley Smith 027 222 8731 rileychallis@gmail.com  

Club Night Speakers Chris Tipper   

CCM Representative Jaz Morris 027 406 9173 jaz.n.morris@gmail.com  

 Aidan Braid 021 1165 799 aidanbraid@gmail.com 

 Aaron Oakley   

 Tanja de Wilde   

 James Waetford   

 

 

Section Contact information 

 

Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club 

c/o 172 Gladstone Rd, Dalmore, Dunedin 9016 

 

Email: otago.climber@gmail.com 

 

Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/osonzac 
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