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Otago Section climber, Meg Buddle, tackles the Nose, El Cap.   
Jaz Morris Photo 



 

 
 

Club Night 
Wednesday, 4 July 2018 

University of Otago Staff Club, 7.30pm 
 

Otago Section Photo Competition 
The entries are in, the independent judge Gary McClintock 
from the Otago Photographic Society has made his decisions 
and the results will be shown at Club night on 4 July.    As well 
as presenting the formal prizes, the Judge will give feedback 
on the entries, so that all photographers, even those who 
didn’t enter, can improve their skills. 
 
Everyone who comes to the Club night gets to vote the 
People’s Choice winner – who will get a local, Bivouac 
sponsored prize. 
 
Come along, see some great photos, learn new skills and 
enjoy the wonderful company of other climbing enthusiasts.  
 

 

 

 
Wednesday, 1 August, 2018 

Section member, writer, climber and surfer Paul Hersey will talk 
about recent climbs, just published books and his up-coming trip to 
Nepal.   And it’s an opportunity to buy a signed copy of the book! 
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Trips and training coming up. . .  . 
Ski Touring 30 June 
Matteo is organising a ski touring club trip 
on the Old Man Range with the objective 
of reaching Nicholson’s Hut for the last 
Saturday of the 30th of June, snow 
permitting of course.   This will be a day 
trip from Dunedin.  The tour is easy and 
requires a moderate level of fitness and 
off piste ski ability. Contact Matteo on 
zuccotn@gmail.com  for more 
information, or to book a place in this trip. 

 
McIntosh Hut and Black Peak, 11-12 Aug 
Keith Moffat will be leading a trip to McIntosh Hut 
from which we can climb Black Peak.    This is a 
grade 1 climb and it envisaged snow shoes will be 
required; some people may like to bring skis.  If 
you are interested contact Keith at 
Moffat.k172@gmail.com  

 

Corner Peaks, 25 – 26 August 
Danilo is leading a winter trip to climb the Corner 
Peaks in the Takitimu Range.   More details will 
come in the next newsletter, but time to put these 
dates in your diary.   Although a straightforward 
peak, it will be full winter conditions for the 
Saturday night camp, so good equipment will be 
needed if you want to stay warm. 
 

Snowcraft in September 
Dates for this year's Introductory Snowcraft course are planned for Tuesday evening, 
11 Sept in Dunedin and the following weekend of 15-16 Sept in the mountains (leaving 
on Friday evening).    The course is planned to give new mountaineers the basic skills 
they need to get started in the mountains and an appreciation of risks and challenges 
involved in this wonderful sport.   Skills covered include ice axe and crampon use, 
avalanche avoidance and rescue, camping and navigation. Reasonable fitness is needed, 
but no prior snow experience is required.   Full details – see story on Page 6.  
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NZ Alpine Team enjoys El Cap . . . . . 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Ex-section chair Jaz Morris, who is 
currently big-wall climbing in Yosemite, 
sent us these pics from his phone:  
(Clockwise) El Cap from middle Cathedral.   
The famous Camp 4.  Meg Buddle on Snake 
Dike on HD (5.7).   Meg relaxing on Half 
Dome.    
 



 

Tinder, traps and tea-houses . 
Steve Fortune gave a great talk to another big 
crowd at the June Section Club night.   He opened 
with brief coverage of his recent trip to Yosemite 
as a mentor for the members of the New Zealand 
Alpine Team, explaining how they avoided the 
crowds on popular routes by choosing to climb 
the Dihedral Wall, further round the El Cap face.   
As well as discussing climbing, Steve gave useful 
insight into one NZAT member’s attempt to use 
Tinder to contact another group higher on the 
wall. 
His talk then moved to the bottom left corner of New Zealand, where he spent 
a year trapping predators under contract to DoC.   While he worked throughout 
the area, his clear passion for the Murchison Mountains was obvious.  The area 
is closed to all access and fully protected to encourage the return of the Takahe, 
and the scale of the predator control programme was staggering.   In one valley 
alone, there were 5,000 basic DoC traps, each of which has to be visited 
regularly, scrapped clean of dead, caught rats, and re-baited for the next round.   
The final part of Steve’s entertaining and enlightening talk moved to the 
Khumbu region of Nepal, where his team climbed routes on Lobuje East, and 
the North face of Cholotse.   Once again, Steve was able to avoid the crowds on 
the nearby popular, trekking peaks by picked alternative routes and less 
popular lines to climb – frequently getting undisturbed climbs but with fixed 
ropes pre-set on which to descend to the tea-house at the base of the climb. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A White Christmas  
This year for our traditional mid-winter Christmas we went to Luxmore hut. 
All up there was eleven people, all from Dunedin. We each brought far to 
much food, including whole pumpkins, 50 spring rolls, soups, stews, cake, 
chocolate, mousse, and goo that apparently was meant to resemble 
cheesecake. Our party of five drove up early on the frosty Saturday morning 
and arrived at the hut after three hours of beautiful bushwalking, where we 
met the others and began the feast! However, none of us expected the hut to 
be almost full of an OTMC group, scarfies, and tourists - which in the end 
didn’t prove to be a problem... it was an excellent way to get rid of extra 
casserole that I would have had to carry back down! We then went and 
explored the fascinating cave 
system near the hut and 
discovered a new hobby for 
Ben and Adrian! After mulled 
wine and secret Santa, it was 
time for sleep (as much as 
you can get with that many 
people in a bunkroom). The 
next morning, we woke up to 
windy showers which 
eventually turned to snow, making the walk out rather 
beautiful! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Luxmore Pot Luck 
 

White Christmas 



 

 
 
 
Book now for Snowcraft Course 
Dates for this year's Snowcraft course are confirmed (weather dependent) for 
Tuesday 11 Sept, and the weekend of 14-16th September (Friday evening to 
get to Queenstown).  The course is an intro to using ice axe, crampons, and 
avalanche rescue gear, so that you can safely more around in snow-covered 
terrain. If you've never used 
crampons, you need to do this 
course before you come on any club 
trips to snowy peaks.  There should 
be a straightforward trip or two 
planned for the few months after 
the course, so doing the course and 
then a couple of trips would be a 
good grounding if you're wanting to 
get into doing more 
mountaineering. 
  
We run the course at the Remarkables ski field, where there is some great 
terrain and there are beautiful places to get to.  The course may involve 
camping at Lake Alta on the Saturday night, but this is to be decided closer to 
the time - otherwise there will be two day-trips, for which we drive up from 
where we stay. The course costs $160, much of which is the cost of two nights 
at the motor camp in Frankton.  
  
If you are interested in going, please e-mail Heather Rhodes 
(heathermayrhodes@gmail.com) and Danilo Hegg 
(danilo_hegg@hotmail.com) to discuss whether the course is suitable for you.   
 
Include details of your outdoor experience, and also what gear (including 
clothing) you have access to for an overnight trip in the snow (the course fee 
does include hire of crampons, ice axes and avalanche gear, if needed). We look 

2014 Snowcraft Course members 

mailto:heathermayrhodes@gmail.com
mailto:danilo_hegg@hotmail.com


 

forward to hearing from you! We have three instructors, with Rowan Cox also, 
so there is space for 12 participants. NZAC members from other areas are also 
showing interest, so get in quick. 
  

New Avalanche website now open. . . . .  
The NZ Avalanche Advisory has now launched their new website.   Have a look 
at the new look and feel at https://avalanche.net.nz/     In some regions, 
forecasting has already begun!  
 

New process for PLB hire . . . .  
The Otago Section has two PLBs for Section members to use when heading 
outdoors.   Rental is free for NZAC members but $5 per day for non-members.  
So that we can track the rentals, and respond if something goes wrong, the 
Section has created an online booking form at 
https://goo.gl/forms/TQJrhMZxacHf30qP2 
 
When the form is completed online the results are automatically loaded into a 
spreadsheet in the Section’s Google Drive, so we have a record of your rental 
and planned trip details.   All that you do then is to arrange to collect a unit from 
either Keith Moffat Moffat.k172@gmail.com or Riley Smith 
rileychallis@gmail.com .   Further contact details in the newsletter. 
 

 
 

Section Safety 
Gear Rental 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our eight sets of avalanche equipment and eight sets of 
snowshoes are now available for rent from the new Hunting and 
Fishing shop, now at 141 Crawford Street, in Dunedin. The new 
shop is open seven days till 5.30 weekdays, 5pm Saturday and 
4pm Sunday.   More details at www.huntingandfishing.co.nz .  
 
The rental costs are $5 per day for an avalanche set of transceiver, 
probe and shovel and $5 per day for snowshoes for all Alpine Club 
members. You MUST show your current membership card to 
receive that rate.   Not a member, or don’t have your card? Then 
the fee is $10 per day and you will be required to pay a $20 
deposit.   
 
Members are welcome to collect gear on Friday and return 
Monday and two day’s rental will apply.   If you wish to make 
other arrangements, please contact Keith or any of the 
committee and we will sort things out BEFORE you go into the 

https://avalanche.net.nz/
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shop.  If you have any issues with the gear or rentals, please don’t 
hassle the staff at Hunting and Fishing as they are doing us a huge 
favour by running the rental scheme for us 
 

  



 

 2017-18 Otago Section Committee 

Chair  

and Rock Climbing 

Riley Smith 027 222 8731 rileychallis@gmail.com  

Treasurer, Equipment Keith Moffat 027 6644037 Moffat.k172@gmail.com  

Secretary, Newsletter Lindsay Smith 027 404 8911 lindsay@plumtree.net.nz 

Trips, Banff Film Festival 

&CCM Rep. 

Danilo Hegg  danilo_hegg@hotmail.com 

Instruction Heather Rhodes 027 258 6534 heathermayrhodes@gmail.com 

Club Night Speakers Aidan Braid 021 1165 799 aidanbraid@gmail.com 

 Eve O’Brien 0276423211 eve.j.obrien@gmail.com 

 Ryan Thomas 0273115723 Ryan.j.thomas1@gmail.com  

    

 

 

Section Contact information 

 

Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club 

c/o 172 Gladstone Rd, Dalmore, Dunedin 9016 

 

Email: otago.climber@gmail.com 

 

Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/osonzac 
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