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Sect i on M eet i ngs
Ot ago Uni versi t y St af f  Club, 7:30 pm

WEDNESDAY, 1st June 2016 

Ever wonder what it  would be like to ride out an epic thunderstorm in 
a portaledge 1000m up the face of El Capitan? Martin Junek w ill tell 
us about his experience climbing The Nose in below average 
condit ions so you don?t have to try it  yourself.

WEDNESDAY, 6th July 2016 

Sarah Tiong, a traitor who recently defected to the Central Otago 
Section, w ill grace us w ith a visit and give a talk about her 
FMC-sponsored trip into the Olivine Ice Plateau via the Forgotten River 
Col. If  we are very nice to her, she might even share some bonus 
stories about climbing in Norway.

WEDNESDAY, 3rd August 2016

Speaker to be announced.

MEETI NGS

Coming up at the Banff Film Festival: Paddle for the 
North
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UPCOMI NG 
TRI PS

14th-15th May - Dun Fiunary in Ben Ohau Range

RESCHEDULED!  Dun Fiunary (2500m) is in the Ben Ohau Range 
and is climbed from a camp in Whale Stream. It is not a technical 
climb; only ice axe and crampons are required, assuming it 
snows before the trip. If  you w ish to join up, contact Keith 
Moffat: moffat.k172@gmail.com  03 473 8903 or 027 664 
4037.

18th ? 19th June ? M idw inter Christmas, Awakino Lodge

The Otago Section w ill get festive at Awakino Lodge. Weekend 
activit ies include climbing Fosters Peak, snowshoeing, skiing, 
secret santa gift ing and some fake-holiday imbibing. BYO 
potluck dinner on Saturday. $25 per person. Bookings are 
essential - contact Lindsay at challispoint@xtra.co.nz or 027 404 
8911. 

9th OR 10th July (day TBD)  - Ski Touring, Old Man Range 

DATE CHANGE!  Join us for a day trip ski tour to the mellow 
slopes of the Old Man Range in Central Otago. Contact Matteo 
at zuccotn@gmail.com. 

Coming up at the Banff Film Festival: The Rocky 
Mountains Traverse
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EVENTS

Remarkables Ice and M ixed Festival, 25th-28th August 2016 - 
Queenstown

This annual alpine festival brings together a huge cross section 
of climbers from around New Zealand and the world.  Beginners 
get to rub shoulders and share the rope w ith the top w inter 
alpine climbers in the country. Clinics, competit ions, races and 
social gatherings advance and promote modern mixed climbing. 
The festival also showcases the new and existing route potential 
on NZ?s most accessible mult i-pitch w inter training area, the 
Remarkables. There?s a range of clinics and events throughout, 
including popular snowcraft courses taught by Otago Section 
committee members. Registration for the festival and clinics are 
open and always f ill quickly!  Register or get more details on the 
offerings at www.iceandmixedfestival.co.nz 
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Darrans Winter Meet - 8th-17th July, Homer Hut

The annual Darrans Winter Meet provides an informal and 
sociable venue where climbers can get together, meet w ith new 
partners, perhaps climb in an area they have never visited, and 
exchange views and ideas on technique and ethics. Don?t come 
expecting to climb only on ice!  The Darrans is better for Scott ish 
style mixed, and can be both technical and serious, but best be 
prepared for anything. Winter climbing in The Darrans is still 
young, but is on a par w ith the best on offer anywhere.

Space is limited; email the organiser Al Walker at 
mealluaine@yrless.co.nz for more information and to 

register. 

Beginner Snowcraft - 17th-18th September, location TBD

It  won?t be long now before we have some fluffy white stuff to 
play in!  Be sure you know your way around ice axes and 
crampons w ith this course for beginners. More details to come 
in future newsletters, but mark your calendars now.

TRIP LEADERS WANTED

Keen to lead a section trip but not sure how? The committee is 
looking for members interested in becoming a trip leader for 
the OSONZAC in the mountains for summer, w inter and 
shoulder season including climbing and mountaineering. We?ll 
have a chat about what your needs might be around safety and 
other training, and can provide support and instruction as 
appropriate. Get in touch via email to 
otago.climber@gmail.com or contact any of our committee 
members to get ready for next summer. 

 Coming up at the Banff Film Festival: REEL ROCK 
10: A Line Across the Sky
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NEWS

Safety First- EPIRB HIRE

 The Otago Section has two GME Accusat emergency locator 
beacons to hire.
 
For members, a weekend hire is free w ith pick up on Friday and 
return on Monday.  For other periods the cost is $2 per 24 
hours from pickup to return, w ith the f irst two days free.
 
For non-members the hire cost is $5 per 24 hours from pickup 
until return.
 
You w ill be required to complete a hire agreement that includes 
details of where you are going and how many people are in 
your party. Should you activate a beacon you w ill be responsible 
for the cost of replacing the batteries.

You can collect the beacons from committee member Keith 
Moffat at his home, 172 Gladstone Rd, Dalmore, Dunedin or 
from his work at 60 Tennyson St. Please give at least 24 hours 
notice wherever possible. Home 03 474 8903, Mobile 027 6644 
037  e-mail moffat.k172@gmail.com 

Save the Date ? National Climbing Camp Coming to Otago 

Otago w ill host the NZAC?s National Climbing Camp in 2017, which 
is scheduled for Waitangi Weekend, 4-6 February 2017. 

A club tradit ion since 1931, national climbing camps are an 
opportunity for members and their guests to get together to climb, 
socialise, explore and enjoy the great outdoors. Non-climbing 
family members are welcome at the camp and members of 
overseas alpine clubs are especially welcome to attend. 

A f inal location and more details w ill be determined in the coming 
months, and w ill be announced in this newsletter as well as the 
NZAC website. 

Coming up at the Banff Film Festival: 55 Hours in 
Mexico
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Banff Tickets 

Tickets for both Banff screenings are available at the Regent 
Theatre Box Office or from ticketdirect.co.nz (though the NZAC 
discount is available only from the Regent as your membership 
card must be presented). Plenty of great seats remain!  This year 
we are split t ing the seats: upstairs w ill be assigned seating, 
downstairs w ill be general admission. As in other years, Alpine 
Club members receive discounted t ickets - $12 for members per 
night or $20 if you purchase t ickets for both Wednesday and 
Friday nights together. 

 The Regent Box Office w ill be open until 7pm on both nights so 
you can swoop in and buy your t ickets on the night of if  you 
w ish. 

Celebrating a Kiw i Explorer 

Hokit ika is hosting a celebration of the life of great NZ explorer 
Charlie Douglas during Queen's Birthday Weekend in June. 
Charlie Douglas explored and mapped many areas on the West 
Coast for the Department of Lands and Survey during the later 
19th century, and most extensively in South Westland. He was a 
notable personality, well known for his writ ing and w it as well as 
his legendary explorations. This year marks the 100th year since 
his death in Hokit ika. The celebrations are being organised by a 
group including the Department of Conservation, Hokit ika 
Museum, Hokit ika's Regent Theatre, Heritage Hokit ika, Te 
Runanga o te Makaawhio, Heritage New Zealand and LINZ to 
produce the weekend of events to mark Charlie?s life. Along w ith 
guided walks and an exhibit ion at the Hokit ika Museum, the 
Regent Theatre w ill host an evening of illustrated talks, expert 
speakers, performances and a launch of the reprint of Graham 
Langton?s revised edit ion of the John Pascoe classic Mr Explorer 
Douglas.  

For more info on the events over Queen?s Birthday weekend, go 
to: http:/ /www.hokit ikaregent.com/page-events.php 

Coming up at the Banff Film Festival: Eclipse

http://www.hokitikaregent.com/page-events.php
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Another 21st Century Move - Phasing Out Printed Newsletters 

 Along the lines of last month?s announcement that we?re closing 
our long-held PO Box due to increased costs and decreased, 
well, mail? we w ill begin phasing out hard-copy newsletters in 
the last half of 2016. The vast majority of section members 
prefer e-newsletters; that coupled w ith the logistics and costs of 
providing printed newsletters led us to this decision. If you?re 
currently receiving a printed newsletter, please drop us a line at 
otago.climber@gmail.com to let us know your preferred email 
address alternative. 

Missing Book 

Does this sounds familiar to anyone? From one of our section 
members: 
 

?In the last few years I loaned my copy of Paul Powell?s book 
?Men Aspiring? to someone. It had a personal message to me 
written by Paul which naturally I treasure. If anyone has the book 
lurking in a corner of their house could they give me a call at 
home? Cheers, Chas Tanner 4821878 or 0278176860.? 

Coming up at the Banff Film Festival: Curiosity

Martin Junek, our June speaker, pictured here in Fiordland, will tell us about climbing El Cap
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In Touch 

A poem by Pete Strang 

 And so the sensible people, the wilderness area official, said he had 
to carry a smartphone quoting bylaw 16 of the National Park 
ordinance, to keep in touch so that they might know where he was 
on the flutings of the summit ridge 

of the "Big One". 

 He should leave it on "receive" so that they could be in touch at 
anytime.....like the Spark ad....the need to be in touch 

with every goddam thing....the world so much in touch they were out 
of touch....with themselves. 

 He sat on the ledge in the snow listening to the silence, almost at 
the top of the couloir, the westering sun melting the 

ice with the sound of water running past off the sun warmed rocks. 
The sun burnt into his face, the sunscreen and 

sweat dripping down inside his crash hat and off the end of his nose. 
A souffle of wind, a profound stillness, his breathing 

laboured, in touch with his soul...... 

 

.....and then the phone went! He didn't answer it but shouted one 
forbidden word and heaved it into the void. 

-Pete Strang 

Coming up at the Banff Film Festival: Denali
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Banff Film Festival Program 
 - Wednesday, 25 May, 7:30pm @ the Regent Theatre 

 55 Hours in Mexico (2015, USA, 9 min) Fly to Veracruz on a Friday, rent a car, climb 

the third highest peak in North America, ski down and return to your desk Monday. 
How hard could it  be? 

 CURIOSITY (2014, USA, 13 min) How does curiosity inspire ultra-marathoners Rory 

Bosio, Timothy Olson and Hal Koerner as they prepare for the Ultra-Trail du Mont Blanc? 
Their art istry gives them lots in common w ith local art ist Andy Parkin. 

 DENALI (2015, USA, 8 min) There?s no easy way to say goodbye to a friend, especially 

when they?ve supported you through your darkest t imes. A collaboration between Ben 
Knight, Skip Armstrong and Ben Moon. 

 PRETTY FACES (SPECIAL EDIT) (2014, USA, 11 min) Celebrate women who thrive in 

the snow!  Follow her as she chases snow, from the t ime she needs to be lif ted onto the 
chairlif t  to her f irst Alaskan dream line and beyond. 

 THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS TRAVERSE (special edit) (2015, Canada, 25 min) When 

Will Gadd and Gavin McGlurg decided they wanted to define a bold new style in 
paragliding, they could not have picked a more vegetated, convoluted and downright 
burly route to test their concept. With one simple rule of only being able to make 
forward progress in the air, they set off on a 700-kilometer traverse of the Canadian 
Rockies. 

 unReal (special edit) (2015, USA, 12min) Imagine a world where you ride the perfect 

trail perfectly, and sometime snow isn?t the only stuff that falls from the sky. When you 
spend all of your t ime at work dreaming about mountain biking, which life is real? 

 GOLDEN GATE (2015, USA, 17 min) She?s been trad climbing for only three years, 

but Emily Harrington didn?t let that sway her from the magnetic pull of El Capitan?s 
?Golden Gate? (5.13 VI). Six days and 40 pitches later, she stood on the summit w ith 
broken skin, aching muscles and a smile that stretched across Yosemite Valley. 

 WILL SUTTON: HOME FREE (2015, UK, 4 min) Top freerunner and parkour athlete, 

Will Sutton, in a unique journey across his homeland of the Isle of Man. 

 PADDLE FOR THE NORTH (special edit) (2015, New Zealand, 27 min) On an 

adventure of a lifetime, six young guys paddle to some of the most remote rivers in 
North America. It?s a 1,500 km, 63- day mission to truly discover the secrets of the north 
and to show the world why some places are worth preserving before they are changed 
forever. 
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Friday, 27 May, 7:30pm @ the Regent Theatre 

 Women?s Speed Ascent (2015, USA, 4 min) Mayan Smith-Gobat and Libby Sauter 

knew that the women?s speed record for the ascent of The Nose on El Cap was theirs for 
the taking. Crushing the old record after just a few days of attempts, Mayan and Libby put 
their names in the record book of the infamous route in the Yosemite National Park. 

 The Last Dragons (2014, USA, 10 min) An intimate glimpse at North America?s Eastern 

Hellbender, an ancient salamander as mythical as it  is real. And in many waters, myths are 
all that remain of these sentinel stream-dwellers. 

 Darklight (special edit) (2015, USA, 5 min) In 2014, the award w inning f ilm Afterglow 

followed skiers down impossibly lit , virgin powder slopes in the dead of night. Get ready 
for the sequel, this t ime on two wheels. 

 Climbing Ice: The Iceland Trifecta (2015, USA, 17 min) Join award-w inning 

photographer Tim Kemple and ice climbers Klemen Premrl and Rahel Schelb for an 
expedit ion to Iceland?s Vatnajö kull Glacier to discover new ways to push the boundaries of 
climbing ice. 

 Eclipse ?Best Film ? Snow Sports? (2015, Canada, 31 min) The odds are low, the risks are 

high ? photographer Reuben Krabbe is determined to capture a photo of a skier in front of 
the 2015 solar eclipse in Svalbard. But the weather?s bad, the guide is sketchy, the pressure 
is massive and the skiers just want to ski. 

 Nature Rx (2015, USA, 1 min) Is life a lit t le too mundane or overwhelming? Feeling 

t ired, irritable or stressed out? Maybe Nature Rx is just the t icket. 

 The Important Places ?Best Short Mountain Film?  (2015, USA, 9 min) Using a mix of 

old 16mm footage and new visuals, a son rediscovers the necessity of returning to and 
protecting ?the important places? in our lives. 

 Balloonskiing - Heimschnee (2015, Austria, 5 min) What if  there was no gondola or 

helicopter? Just the w ind and a hot air balloon to lead you and your friends to 
undiscovered powder and untouched turns. 
 

REEL ROCK 10: A Line Across the Sky ?Best Film ? Climbing? (2015, USA, 40 min) 

Long considered impossible, coveted by many and attempted by a few, the Fitz Traverse 
has fueled the imaginations of climbers in Patagonia for decades. Tracing the iconic skyline 
of Cerro Fitz Roy and its six satellite peaks, it  spans four miles and 13,000 feet across snow 
and ice-covered rock, w ith epic route f inding and endless rapelling. Seizing their chance 
during a rare extended weather w indow, Tommy Caldwell and Alex Honnold went big. 
The pair completed the f irst ascent in a f ive-day push during February 2014. 


