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Dave and Kyle enjoying the year’s first section trip to Sebastapol Bluffs.  
Trip report and photos page 4. 
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Club Night 
Wednesday, 6 March 2019 

University of Otago Staff Club, 7.30pm 

 
Madeleine Whittaker is our speaker this month.   She spent 77 days this 
summer walking the length of the South Island (just under 1400km), with her 
journey mainly based around the Te Araroa trail.    The 18-year-old received an 
FMC Youth Expedition Scholarship for her journey which raised funds for 
scholarships for vulnerable youth to attend Outward Bound. ". 
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Trips and events calendar . . .  . 
Introduction to Rock Climbing.  2 March   Once again, the Section has asked local climbing guru Tim 
Bartholomew to run an introduction to rock climbing for those who haven’t climbed before and who 
would like to come along to Tuesday night climbing.   The one-day course will cost $30 – everything 
included.   If you, or someone you know, are keen – email Otago.climber@gmail.com and we’ll send 
you the details and registration form. 
 
Wanaka Rocks.  1 – 3 March.   Tired of sandy Dunedin crags?    Come to 
Wanaka and enjoy climbing on beautiful Otago schist around Hospital Flat, 
where there are both sport and trad climbs in grades 14 and up.  In order to 
come on this trip, you should be able to provide a safe belay for other 
climbers and be comfortable climbing on top-rope.   The plan is to leave 
Dunedin at 5 pm on Friday March 1 and return on the afternoon of Sunday 
March 3. 
To keep planning as simple as possible, we will camp at the Albert Town 
campground on both Friday and Saturday nights.  If you wish to stay 
elsewhere, that is up to you.  Both Friday and Saturday night dinners will be 
your responsibility.   To sign up, for this Ryan Thomas led trip head over to 
the event page on our website.   
 

Castle Hill.  8 – 10 March.   Eve O’Brien is leading a trip to the legendary Castle Hill area which has 
outstanding bouldering and climbing options for climbers of all abilities.   The trip will leave Dunedin 
Friday night and camp in the area – to give two good day’s of climbing.   Check out ClimbNZ or for 
more info or to register, go   https://www.osonzac.org.nz/EventDetails.php?id=6 
 

Long Beach Invasion 22 – 24 March.   Canterbury and Southland Sections are planning their annual 
visit to Long Beach – and Otago Section climbers are more than welcome to join the event.   Full 
details page 9 of this newsletter. 
 
Introduction to Trad Climbing.   16 & 17 March.   For those with a year or two of climbing experience, 
the Section has also asked Tim to run a two-day Trad Climbing course.  You will need climbing 
experience to do the course – but once again, everything will be provided to get you trad climbing on 
placed gear – or to refresh you if you haven’t placed gear for a while.   The course will cost $70 for the 
two days and numbers will be limited.  Email Otago.climber@gmail.com to book a place. 
 

Mid-winter Christmas.   21 – 23 June. Just in case you’re planning ahead, this year’s mid-winter 
Christmas will return to French Ridge Hut, where the tradition began.   Make space in your diary now. 
  
New Section Website for easy trip booking is now operational.  Just a reminder to section members that 
the Otago section has introduced a new trip planning system at our section website www.osonzac.org.nz.  On the 
website, you can organize and join section events and events organized privately by members, and you can 
subscribe to email notifications when certain types  of events (rock climbing, mountaineering, etc.) are posted to 
the site.  Our aim with this site is to increase the number of trips organized by the section and improve our 
members' ability to connect with each other.  To sign up for an account, please visit 
https://www.osonzac.org.nz/SigningUp.php.  Non-members are also welcome. 
 

mailto:Otago.climber@gmail.com
http://www.osonzac.org.nz/EventDetails.php?id=3
http://www.osonzac.org.nz/EventDetails.php?id=3
https://www.osonzac.org.nz/EventDetails.php?id=6
mailto:Otago.climber@gmail.com
http://www.osonzac.org.nz/
https://www.osonzac.org.nz/SigningUp.php
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2019 section climbing off to a great start 
Photos: Mathijs van de Ven, Eve O’Brien and Connor Vassen 
 
The first NZ Alpine Club trip of 2019 is now in the past, and trip member Mathijs van de Ven 
shares his memories.   On Friday February 1st after a short day at work spent mostly 
daydreaming about the weekend to come, a 
group of 15 excited climbers started their trip 
to Sebastopol Bluffs.  

The spectacular slabs in the Tasman Valley 
were a welcome reunion for many of the 
group, but a first encounter for at least as 
many. While driving up along Lake Pukaki, the 
sun just setting, we were treated with a cool 
breeze, clear skies and a rare cloudless view of 
the country’s highest peak.  

We met the rest of the group at NZAC’s Unwin 
Lodge, a good mix of climbers from Dunedin, 
Queenstown and Christchurch and a mix of 
nationalities including German (3), French (4), 
American (1), Canadian (2), Dutch (1) and New 
Zealand (4).  

Excitement was peaking and five of us decided 
to make the most of this beautiful evening and 
go out for a very first climb. Shark Attack and Red 
Arete were tackled by torchlight, the sun had now completely set, and the photographer 
among us capitalised on this occasion by portraitting some climbers under a starlit sky, 
while the others enjoyed the spectacular setting and a forest-fruit flavoured Oaty Slice 
(poor choice, according to some). Though spirits were high and another climb was not out 
of the question, the realisation that there was a long weekend ahead of us made us decide 
to come down and get some rest.   The next day began early and climbing parties were 
formed. Dave, Kyle and I decided to start at Crimea wall and do Orange Wall or Javelin 
during the afternoon. After a steep approach with some ledges that are not for the faint-
hearted, we stood at the foot of Crimea Wall and it was decided that I would lead the first 
climb, Holy Alliance, a 35 m two-pitch climb that we decided to do in one go. As there were 
three of us, I would bring up two ropes and help the others up, one after the other. After 
an easy start and a slightly harder second half, I reached the top and was now properly 
warmed-up, not least due to the sun, which was now burning brightly. After bringing up 
the others we enjoyed the scenery from the top, some 250 metres above the valley floor.  

Dave records Kyle's efforts 
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We did another climb at Crimea (Battle Fatigue) and then moved on to the Orange Wall, 
right above Crimea. As a geologist I have to admire the step-out that runs across Orange 

Wall comprised of a slightly younger layer of prehistoric 
mud, which makes for some interesting climbing 
moves. Climbing at Orange Wall was superb (Freshly 
Squeezed squeezed me right out) and good lighting and 
altitude made for some great climbing photography.  

After coming down from the wall, a plunge in icy 
Tasman Lake brought us refreshment before heading 
back to the lodge dinner. A pile of nachos was prepared 
in a well-coordinated team effort directed by Conor and 
Eve spoiled us with brownies ‘n cream for desert.  

The next day started early for some of us that had 
decided to take on Red Wall at the break of dawn, but 
the undersigned passed on this opportunity and decided 
to sleep in. After a cruzy morning, I decided together 
with Mark to take on Shark Attack (14,16,13). A solid 

climb, not too challenging at the start (unless you don’t bring enough quickdraws and have 
to go back), a slabby middle part and an easy, but exposed finish. After Shark Attack we 
joined the group at Kingfisher Slabs and managed to squeeze in one more climb before 
heading back to Dunedin. Great weather, awesome climbs, amazing sights, lovely people 
and a fantastic lodge made for a superb (first) climbing trip in New Zealand. Many thanks 
for organising Eve and Conor and hopefully to be repeated soon!  

 

A refreshing dip for Kyle, Dave, Eve and Mathijs 



  Page 6 

Trip Leader Eve O’Brien was equally impressed with the trip . . . “A great weekend of 
stunning sunny weather, exciting climbing (along with some hairy approaches) and good 
times with an awesome crew. As Mathijs has already 
mentioned, the weekend got off to a fun start with 
night climbing at Red Wall under a balmy, star-lit yet 
moonless sky. Awakening to a Saturday that was 
rapidly warming up the group decided to split up to 
explore the range of objectives that were on our 
individual ‘stoke’ lists. Throughout the day our 
various groups explored a wide range of crags 
including some introductions and refreshers to the 
art of multi-pitch climbing at Unwin Crag, Poo Pond 
Crag (definitely better than the name suggests and 
worth a visit) and the classic Red Wall while the more 
intrepid (and lovers of long approach scrambles) headed for Lunar, Crimea and Orange 
Walls. Meeting back at Unwin Lodge on Saturday night, it seems everyone had found 
something to satisfy their stoke, at least for the moment...until after dinner planning for 
the next day brought talk of a mission to watch the sunrise. What seemed like a good idea 
over dinner was another matter when rising with 3 other hardy souls at 4:30am on Sunday 
morning while most of the sensible members of our party slumbered on blissfully. 
However, the early start and mad torchlit scramble up the bluffs to Orange Wall (one of 
the highest walls in the area) was worth it to see the perfectly still light of dawn breaking 
over the valley and finally experience the complete quiet of the mountains surrounding us. 
What a treat to have a respite from the constant hum of aircraft that is the one blight of 
climbing at Sebastopol. The team of Dave, Conor, Kyle and I celebrated the sunrise with a 

well-earned breakfast of chocolate 
brownie atop Orange Wall before 
our radio check-in to let ‘Sleepy 
Bear’ back at base know that we’d 
made it and were soon heading 
back down to Unwin.  Meeting the 
rest of the team after breakfast, 
everyone was keen to make the 
most of another stunner of a day at 

Mt. Cook. Once again the group 
headed off to a range of crags with most meeting up at Kingfisher Slabs later in the 
morning. Although the namesake climb of the crag is a total garden nightmare, the rest of 
the area yielded some fantastic climbing including some superb crimpy slabby sport routes 
such as the 40m Dirty Digits (19) and 35m Serias (20). The general group consensus was 
that Kingfisher Slabs is a ‘must visit’ at Sebastopol if you like the slabby stuff! What a great 
way to finish a fun weekend at Sebastopol. Thanks to all the enthusiastic trip members 
who made the trip such a blast and to Pip and Simon for hosting us at Unwin Lodge!  
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Mt Tuwhakaroria Section Trip – Keith Moffat reports 

On Saturday Feb 16th the Section trip to Te Karearea Peak and/or Mt Tuwhakaroria in the 

Hector Mountains got underway.  These peaks where just numbers on the map, 2307 and 

2252 until 2013 when Ngai Tahu proposed Mt 

Tuwhakaroria for the 2307 peak, from a creation 

legend about the ''treading of the land'' by 

Rakaihautu, who was said to have formed the great 

southern lakes with Tuwhakaroria, his formidable 

digging stick while peak 2252 was named after the 

native falcon.  The lake at the base of the two peaks 

was named Te Kohua from the Maori three-legged 

cooking pot.  It is interesting that mountains 

become more attractive to climb once they have a 

name so we can now expect them to receive more 

attention.  

There was a party of five on the trip, Keith Moffat, 

Zoe Moffat, Karl Toppler, Steve August and Dave 

Sun.  The climb started from Nevis Crossing on the 

Bannockburn to Garston road. Steve drove up on Friday night so he could try his luck fishing 

in the Nevis river before heading up the hill. The rest of us left Dunedin on Saturday 

morning and were walking just before midday.  The route follows a 4WD track to about 

1800m then we traversed to the lake 

just below Lake Te Kohua. Steve had 

waited at the end of the 4WD track for 

us to catch up.  Moir’s guide indicated 

there were several bivi-rocks by this 

lake but we could not find any that 

looked remotely comfortable; just as 

well we had tents.  The camping spot 

was fantastic with a great outlook.  

On Sunday morning the planned alpine start did not happen, so it was nearly 8am before 

we headed up the hill.  The route to Tuwhakaroria was boulder hopping and scree bashing 

to a saddle at about 2100 m on the East ridge.  From the saddle we sidled onto the North 

face and scrambled our way to the summit. The views were awesome, and the weather 

stayed fine but there was a cool breeze high on the mountain. We were back at out 

campsite for lunch before starting the route march back to the vehicles, getting there 

about 7.30pm.  

Dave Sun summits Tuwhakaroria 

Keith, Karl, Zoe, Dave and Steve with Tuwhakaroria. 
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From our neighbours    
Long Beach Invasion 
For the 6th year in a row, Long Beach will be invaded by our neighbours from Canterbury 
and Southland on the weekend of 22 – 24 March and Otago Section members are more 
than welcome to join in.   They will be camping at Long Beach, and the cost will cover the 
use of the Community Hall, which has kitchen, dining and toilet facilities, but no showers 
(use the beach for a dip!). The weekend cost is $30 which covers 2 nights use of the hall, 
tea and coffee, cleaning supplies, and salads for the Saturday night BBQ.  
 
You will need to provide your own meat or vegetarian option for the BBQ. All proceeds 
after expenses will be split between both sections for their local crag repairs and 
maintenance. While this weekend will not suit complete beginners or offer any formal 
instruction, there are sport and trad grades from 11 upwards, as well as bouldering.  
 
To attend the weekend, 
you must be aged 16 and 
above, able to lead 
belay, and able to abseil 
if required. You do not 
have to be an NZAC 
member to attend. You 
will be expected to be 
self-sufficient with your 
gear (harness, helmet, 
belay device etc plus 
overnight kit), but there 
will be some trad gear 
and ropes spare to use.  
 
As they have the Long Beach Community hall booked from Friday to Sunday afternoon, 
there will be an option for those travelling from Christchurch to head down Friday morning 
(4.5 hrs drive) to get an extra half day of climbing in. If interested, please contact either 
Clayton Garbes (C/W section) on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com  or Peter O’Neill 
(Southland section) on peter4donna@xtra.co.nz   with the following details; • Full name • 
Phone number • Climbing level • Where you would like to climb over the weekend • Travel 
arrangements • If you have a car, how many spare seats? • If you need a ride • 
Approximate leaving time We would like to encourage people to pair up and travel in 
groups to the various crags, so please all make contact with these details instead of saying 
you have ‘mates attending’! 

Signups NO LATER than Monday 18th March 

  

mailto:nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com
mailto:peter4donna@xtra.co.nz
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Searchable access database 
The Walking Access Commission have created a new, searchable database of tracks and 
trails called ‘Find My Adventure’.   It contains more than 200 tracks for walkers, mountain 
bikers, and cyclists – and over the coming months, many hundreds more will be added 
right across the country. You can search Find My Adventure by region and by the type of 
activity you want to do.  Each track includes information about the terrain, how to get 
there and any conditions you might need to beware of. 
https://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz/  
 

Process for PLB hire . . . .  
The Otago Section has two PLBs for Section members to use when heading outdoors.   
Rental is free for NZAC members but $5 per day for non-members.  So that we can track 
the rentals, and respond if something goes wrong, the Section has created an online 
booking form at https://goo.gl/forms/TQJrhMZxacHf30qP2    
When the form is completed online the results are automatically loaded into a spreadsheet 
in the Section’s Google Drive, so we have a record of your rental and planned trip details.   
All that you do then is to arrange to collect a unit from either Keith Moffat 
Moffat.k172@gmail.com or Riley Smith rileychallis@gmail.com .   Further contact details 
in the newsletter. 
 

 
 

Section Safety 
Gear Rental 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Our eight sets of avalanche equipment and eight sets of 
snowshoes are now available for rent from the new Hunting and 
Fishing shop, now at 141 Crawford Street, in Dunedin. The new 
shop is open seven days till 5.30 weekdays, 5pm Saturday and 
4pm Sunday.   More details at www.huntingandfishing.co.nz .  
 
The rental costs are $5 per day for an avalanche set of transceiver, 
probe and shovel and $5 per day for snowshoes for all Alpine Club 
members. You MUST show your current membership card to 
receive that rate.   Not a member, or don’t have your card? Then 
the fee is $10 per day and you will be required to pay a $20 
deposit.   
 
Members are welcome to collect gear on Friday and return 
Monday and two day’s rental will apply.   If you wish to make 
other arrangements, please contact Keith or any of the 
committee and we will sort things out BEFORE you go into the 
shop.  If you have any issues with the gear or rentals, please don’t 
hassle the staff at Hunting and Fishing as they are doing us a huge 
favour by running the rental scheme for us 
 

  

https://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz/
https://goo.gl/forms/TQJrhMZxacHf30qP2
mailto:Moffat.k172@gmail.com
mailto:rileychallis@gmail.com
http://www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/
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 2018-19 Otago Section Committee 

Chair  Riley Smith 027 222 8731 rileychallis@gmail.com  

Treasurer, Equipment Keith Moffat 027 6644037 Moffat.k172@gmail.com  

Secretary, Newsletter Lindsay Smith 027 404 8911 lindsay@plumtree.net.nz 

Trips, Banff Film Festival Danilo Hegg  danilo_hegg@hotmail.com 

Instruction Heather Rhodes 027 258 6534 heathermayrhodes@gmail.com 

Rock climbing Eve O’Brien 0276423211 eve.j.obrien@gmail.com 

Development Ryan Thomas 0273115723 Ryan.j.thomas1@gmail.com  

Committee members Jono Squire   

 Alastair 

Campbell 

  

 

 

Section Contact information 

 

Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club 

c/o 172 Gladstone Rd, Dalmore, Dunedin 9016 

 

Email: otago.climber@gmail.com 

 

Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/osonzac 

 

mailto:rileychallis@gmail.com
mailto:Moffat.k172@gmail.com
mailto:lindsay@plumtree.net.nz
mailto:danilo_hegg@hotmail.com
mailto:heathermayrhodes@gmail.com
mailto:eve.j.obrien@gmail.com
mailto:Ryan.j.thomas1@gmail.com
mailto:otago.climber@gmail.com
https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/otago/
https://www.facebook.com/osonzac

