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Sect i on M eet i ngs
Ot ago Uni versi t y St af f  Club, 7:30 pm
 

WEDNESDAY, 2 March 2016 

Please note the change in speakers for March: our guests w ill be 
Ben and Gary M itchell, who w ill give a talk about their recent trip to 
Nepal. Ben was a 2015 Otago Section Under 18 Instruction 
scholarship recipient, and w ill share some of his learnings. 

WEDNESDAY, 6 April 2016 

Guest speaker to be announced at a later date ? watch this space. 

WEDNESDAY, 4 May 2016 

Rescheduled!  Our guest speaker w ill be Tom McTavish, one of the 
three adventurers selected for the Antarctic Heritage Trust?s 2015 
Inspiring Explorers Expedit ion, a ski-touring trip repeating 
Shackleton?s crossing of the sub-Antarctic island of South Georgia 
from King Haakon Bay to Stromness to mark the centenary of the 
original crossing.  w ill be short and sweet so we can get on to the 
good stuff. If  you' re interested in becoming involved in the 
Committee please speak up to us at otago.climber@gmail.com or 
on the evening of the AGM.

MEETI NGS

Kea w ith M t Aspiring (Tit itea) in background. Photo: Dave Kelbe)
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UPCOMI NG 
TRI PS/ EVENTS

Major Peak ? 5-6 March 

Danilo Hegg w ill lead a trip up to Otago?s Major Peak (2126m). 
If you?re interested in joining in, please contact 
danilo_hegg@hotmail.com 

Day Trip to Elephant Rocks ? 10 April 

Come climb the limestone formations in Duntroon!  Elephant 
Rocks make for a great climbing day trip from Dunedin and an 
excellent next step for those attending our Tuesday night climbs. 
Lindsay Smith is organizing this one ? reach him at 
challispoint@xtra.co.nz or via text at 027 404 8911 to sign up. 

Long Beach Climbing Meet ? 12-13 March 

Once again our climbing counterparts from Canterbury and 
Southland w ill be benevolently invading our hallowed Long 
Beach crag for a weekend of social climbing. 

Climbers can meet up at Long Beach Community Hall on the 
morning of Saturday, 12 March, partner up w ith some 
Canterburians or Southlanders (or anyone else), and head from 
there to climb at Mapoutahi, Lovers Leap, M ihiwaka or Long 
Beach itself. There w ill be a party and BBQ at the Long Beach 
Community Hall at the corner of Drivers Street and Baird Street 
on Saturday night beginning at 6pm. The BBQ cost w ill be $10 
collected on the day. 

You are welcome to camp w ith the visit ing climbers around the 
Community Hall, there may be some small cost associated w ith 
this. More climbing fun w ith our visitors on Sunday the 13th!  

Contact Jaz Morris for more info: jaz.n.morris@gmail.com 
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ROCK CLI MBI NG

Tuesday Night Climbing Continues 

There?s still plenty of sunshine left for Tuesday night social climbing 
this season!  

As a reminder, we meet at alongside Logan Park at about 5.15 
each Tuesday to organise where we' re going and to arrange shared 
transport; then leave at 5.30 sharp to make the most of the long 
evenings.   Over the summer we try and visit as many of the local 
crags as possible, depending on the numbers and skill of those 
attending, and the weather forecast for the evening. Please check 
our Facebook page for updates throughout the week and on the 
day. 

These nights are ideal for those new to climbing in Dunedin, as 
they are a great introduction to the local crags and to others who 
like to get out on real rock. Although formal instruction is not 
available, there is usually a good mix of climbing skills at these 
evenings, and a w illingness to pass on knowledge about climbing, 
crags and routes. 

Gear hire for the evening is available for those who do not have 
their own, or who don?t have a full kit. Gear hire is $5/night for 
non-members, or free for members and f irst-t imers. 
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TRI PS

Great Trip To Wanaka 

Twelve of the Dunedin Tuesday Night Rock Climbing group 
headed to Wanaka early in February to experience the joys of 
climbing the crimpy crystals of the Matukituki Valley?s schist.  
 Sett ing all sorts of records for diversity, there was a 50-year 
difference between the youngest climber and his pensioner dad; 
there were also two mother-daughter teams and the Otago 
Section?s usual impressive range of countries represented.     

Leaving Dunedin early Saturday, we checked into the Wanaka 
Top 10 camp on the road out of Wanaka by lunchtime.   At 
$20/person/night it  slightly dearer than the usual camping spot 
at Albert Town, but it  does have a great range of facilit ies 
(including sw imming pool and spa) and doesn?t have the risk of 
hawk attack.    

The temperature was already into the mid-20s by noon and the 
group elected to head to Kai Whaka Pai to take advantage of 
the shady side of the valley and the excellent introductory sport 
climbs.  After the usual ?I?m sure it?s this way? discussion the 
group were quickly grinning from ear-to ear enjoying the w ide 
range of challenges on offer.     
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Further along the crag Ross Matthews and Jocelyn Soulard both led 
up the more testing ?Nice and Sleazy,? where they were joined by 
others as the afternoon progressed.   ?Pulp Fiction? was the day?s 
most popular climb w ith two of the teen/parent teams succeeding 
on this classic, grade 15 steep wall w ith plenty of bolts and big 
grips.   The youth half of each team led the climb while their parents 
took the more dignif ied option of a top-rope belay from their 
offspring. 

By 6:30 thoughts were turning to food and cold refreshments and 
we headed back to camp w ith the plan to arrive at the Main Cliff  at 
Hospital Flat early on Sunday morning to get in as many climbs as 
possible before the forecasted heat arrived.   While we did get back 
to the crag early on Sunday, it  didn?t take long for the heat to rise 
into the 20s and by mid-morning it was probably well into the 30s. 
   

?Phormium Tenax? saw a heap of early action as f irst t imer Adrienn 
Lucacs was introduced to the joys of climbing by f latmate Katrina 
Kirilova, while Stephanie Jasperse and M illie Bray used this well 
bolted climb to polish their leading skills.   Alongside, Ryan 
Thomas guided Riley Smith up ?Kiddies Corner,? his f irst full trad 
lead on his Christmas present rack. 
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Sunday?s climbs saw the Tuesday Night Crowd feeling much more 
confident on the Wanaka rock and everyone pushed themselves to 
new levels, w ith most leading up grades never before achieved.    

One star, grade 13 ?Do I Have To? was a well bolted, testing lead 
while two star ?The Big Corner? seemed to have an exit under the 
roof far more challenging than its Grade 14 would suggest.   Three 
star ?Headbanger?s Arête? lived up to its classic rating in Wanaka 
Rock and the Grade 18 ?Straight Up the Face? became the must-do 
climb before a break for lunch at about 1pm.   

Good intentions to end the day on the Tombstone dissolved in the 
heat of the early afternoon and the climbers adjourned to Wanaka 
for rehydration before heading home.   Although still loyal to 
Dunedin?s quality basalt, the Tuesday Team are already planning a 
trip in mid-April to experience the joys of Elephant Rock?s limestone. 
?Lindsay Smith 
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NEWS

Safety First- EPURB HIRE

 The Otago Section has two GME Accustat emergency locator 
beacons to hire.
 
For members, a weekend hire is free w ith pick up on Friday and 
return on Monday.  For other periods the cost is $2 per 24 
hours from pickup to return, w ith the f irst two days free.
 
For non-members the hire cost is $5 per 24 hours from pickup 
until return.
 
You w ill be required to complete a hire agreement that includes 
details of where you are going and how many people are in 
your party. Should you activate a beacon you w ill be responsible 
for the cost of replacing the batteries.

You can collect the beacons from committee member Keith 
Moffat at his home, 172 Gladstone Rd, Dalmore, Dunedin or 
from his work at 60 Tennyson St. Please give at least 24 hours 
notice wherever possible. Home 03 474 8903, Mobile 027 
6644 037  e-mail moffat.k172@gmail.com 

Save the Date ? National Climbing Camp Coming to Otago 

Otago w ill host the NZAC?s National Climbing Camp in 2017, which 
is scheduled for Waitangi Weekend, 4-6 February 2017. 

A club tradit ion since 1931, national climbing camps are an 
opportunity for members and their guests to get together to climb, 
socialise, explore and enjoy the great outdoors. Non-climbing 
family members are welcome at the camp and members of 
overseas alpine clubs are especially welcome to attend. 

A f inal location and more details w ill be determined in the coming 
months, and w ill be announced in this newsletter as well as the 
NZAC website. 
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Membership Has Its Privileges 

If  you?re reading this and you?re not a member of the New Zealand 
Alpine Club, what are you wait ing for? Membership in the Alpine 
Club comes w ith quarterly and annual magazines and journals, 
discounts on other publications, access to high risk travel 
insurance for members going overseas, access to members-only 
instruction courses and events, discounts on club-owned and 
DOC-owned huts, and even 30%  off a DOC annual hut pass!  Like 
shopping? An Alpine Club membership offers heaps of discounts 
to shops that can outf it  you for your adventures, including 
Macpac and Bivouac Outdoor, among many others. 

Membership w ill get you a discount on the Otago Section?s gear 
rental scheme, and preference on club trip rosters. You w ill also 
qualify for discounted t ickets to the Otago screenings of the Banff 
Mountain Film Festival in May 2016. 

See the full range of membership benefits at: 
http:/ /alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership 

Ben and Gary M itchell w ill tell us about their recent adventures in Nepal at 
our March meeting

http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
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Seeking Volunteers for Cascade Hut Working Bee 

Cascade Hut, a NZ Alpine Club-owned hut in the gorgeous west 
Matukituki Valley, is in need of an annual working bee!  Dates to 
be determined depending on when we can rally some troops for 
a satisfying weekend of maintenance w ith a beautiful backdrop. 
No experience necessary. Please contact Martin Curtis at 
martincurtis@clear.net.nz 

Save the Dates ? 2016 Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour 

The Otago Section is excited to bring two screenings of f ilm 
selections from the 2016 Banff Mountain Film Festival to 
Dunedin again this year. We w ill be hosting two separate 
programmes w ith no repeat f ilms between the two screenings. 

Please mark the dates in your calendar for both nights: 

Wednesday, 25 May & Friday, 27 May 

As in other years, Alpine Club members receive discounted 
t ickets. We w ill let you know when tickets are available. 

WANTED!
- Climbing Shoe Donations 

    We are seeking donation of unwanted climbing shoes in 
usable condit ion to add to our grow ing list of gear available for 
our Tuesday night social climbing events. We have some shoes 
available for newbies to try out, but a greater variety of sizes 
would be helpful. If  you?re w illing to give up those funky old 
kicks, bring them along to a section meeting or text Lindsay at 
027 404 8911. 
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The inventory of Otago Section rental gear is still ?temporarily? 
housed w ith committee members until we arrange for a retail 
location to manage doling out our equipment. We are limit ing 
rental to large groups only (5+, excluding PLB hire). As a 
reminder available gear is as follows: 

- Nine avalanche transceivers 

- Nine snow shovels 

- Nine probes 

- Nine sets of snowshoes 

- Two Personal Locator Beacons 

If your group of f ive or more is interested in renting, please 
contact Lindsay at 027 404 8911. 

Dave Kelbe on Northwest ridge of M t Aspiring (Tit itea) w ith the shadow of Aspiring's summit in 
the horizon. Photo: Sarah Tiong
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Training Bolts Suggested 

After their recent trip to Wanaka, the Tuesday Night Rock 
Climbing team would like to add training bolts to the caves area 
at Long Beach.  

These bolts would be used to teach new climbers how to create 
safe anchors and how to clean at the end of the day. As shown in 
this photo of Chris and Stephanie, these training bolts allow new 
climbers to gain confidence in their skills while at ground level.   

If  you have any comments about this proposal, please email your 
thoughts to otagoclimber@gmail.com 
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Membership Has Its Privileges 

If  you?re reading this and you?re not a member of the New Zealand 
Alpine Club, what are you wait ing for? Membership in the Alpine 
Club comes w ith quarterly and annual magazines and journals, 
discounts on other publications, access to high risk travel 
insurance for members going overseas, access to members-only 
instruction courses and events, discounts on club-owned and 
DOC-owned huts, and even 30%  off a DOC annual hut pass!  Like 
shopping? An Alpine Club membership offers heaps of discounts 
to shops that can outf it  you for your adventures, including 
Macpac and Bivouac Outdoor, among many others. 

Membership w ill get you a discount on the Otago Section?s gear 
rental scheme, and preference on club trip rosters. You w ill also 
qualify for discounted t ickets to the Otago screenings of the Banff 
Mountain Film Festival in May 2016. 

See the full range of membership benefits at: 
http:/ /alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership 

PROJECT FUNDING AVAILABLE 

Got a great climbing project? Short of funds? We might have the 
answer. The Otago Section regularly reinvests the surplus from 
Banff Film Festival into the region but we have decided to go one 
step further. We are calling for funding applications from anyone 
who has a climbing project that would benefit from a cash 
injection. We expect to contribute around $500 per project but 
could go higher for something spectacular. The rules are simple: 
The project must contribute to climbing in the Otago Region and 
the project must have w ide benefits ? not be for individuals. 

In recent years we have funding bolt ing and rebolt ing projects 
throughout Otago, contributed to hut repair and historic hut 
renovations, and helped w ith the development of new crags. Your 
project could be next. 

Send us an email to otago.climber@gmail.com and tell us about 
your project: who?s involved, what it  w ill cost and who w ill 
benefit. 

http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
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Sarah Tiong approaching Disappointment Saddle, head of Havelock Valley. Photo: Dave Kelbe


