
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Leo Houlding on a difficult mixed pitch on 
  the Spectre, Antarctica.  More on page 5. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Club Night 
Wednesday, 2 May 2018 

University of Otago Staff Club, 7.30pm 
 
 

A cragging holiday in Spain - Is it really the sport 
climbing mecca we are made to believe?  Sarah 
Tiong spent three months in this beautiful country 
in 2017 and got a taste for the rock in eight 
different regions.  At the May meeting, Sarah will 
take you armchair cragging and will perhaps inspire 
your planning for your next holiday, or maybe not. 
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Trips and training coming up. . .  . 
 
12-13 May -  Trip to Brewster Hut and climb of Mt Armstrong or Top Heavy 

There will be a trip to Brewster Hut on the weekend 12-13 May, weather permitting. 

This is trip should be an easy 

scramble but will require a 

reasonable level of fitness. The 

plan is to leave Dunedin on the 

Saturday morning and walk into 

Brewster Hut on Saturday 

afternoon.  Depending on 

conditions we will either climb 

Top Heavy on Sunday or Mt 

Armstrong and drive back to 

Dunedin on Sunday evening. 

Keith Moffat is leading this trip, contact him at  moffat.k172@gmail.com  and he will 

send you a link to the enrolment form.   For more information call Keith on 473-8903 or 

027 6644037. 

 

Snowcraft in September 
Dates for this year's Introductory Snowcraft course are currently planned for Tuesday 
evening 11 Sept and the following weekend of 15-16 Sept (leaving on Friday 
evening).  The course is planned to give new mountaineers the basic skills they need to 
get started in the mountains and an appreciation of risks and challenges involved in this 
wonderful sport. 
 
Skills covered include ice axe and crampon use, avalanche avoidance and rescue, 
camping and navigation. Reasonable fitness is needed, but no prior snow experience is 
required. 
 
Likely cost around $160 which will cover accommodation and gear hire.  We will send 
out more details soon – but book the dates in your diary now. 
  

Mid-winter Christmas Planning Underway 
Another date for your diary – the mid-winter Christmas trip on 23 & 24 June will be to 
Luxmore Hut this year.   More details next newsletter. 
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A good reason to go to the Wanaka Festival 
 

Mark Sedon of Lake Hawea recently returned from a 1,700km kite ski and climbing 
expedition to Antarctica.   Mark is well known as the NZ Mountain Film & Book festival 
Director and 
founder, but also as a 
keen local 
adventurer and 
mountain guide.  
 
Accompanied by 
2017 Festival speaker 
Leo Houlding (UK) 
and Jean Burgun 
(France) the trio had 
a successful 
expedition to climb 
one of the most 
remote mountains 
on Earth; Mt Spectre 
in the Gothic Range 
of the Transantarctic 
Mountains.   They 
spent 60 days in 
Antarctica, travelling over 1,700km with loads nearing 200kgs each which included 
technical rock climbing gear and camera gear!  
 
It’s thought to be the first time anyone has done this style of expedition in Antarctica, using 
kites to access the mountains. Only four days of man-hauling was required because of the 
team’s good kite skills and the high performance kites which allowed them to ‘tack’ 
upwind.  
 
They were dropped 220km from the South Pole on November 20, climbed the Spectre on 
December 8 and made it 1,400km back to the Union Glacier camp on January 10. “It was 
bloody hard” said Mark, “and cold, but I loved every minute of the trip. It was such an 
amazing experience”. 
 
Mark will give a talk about his trip as part of the NZ Mountain Film Festival in Wanaka on 
Tuesday July 3 and in Queenstown on Saturday July 7. www.kiwiskiguide.com for some 
images 
 

The team below Spectre - (from left) Jean, Leo and Mark 

http://www.kiwiskiguide.com/


 

Plugging snow steps in rock shoes 
Riley Smith enjoys his last days as a 16-year-old. 

 

The biggest weekend trip of my life started like an ordinary trip.  The weather looked like it 

would hold nicely over the weekend, before a cyclone hit on 

Sunday afternoon, and Beth Scott and I decided to go to 

attempt Steeple Peak, between the North and South Temple 

Valleys.   Beth soon discovered that Rowan and Jamie were 

also headed up to the same area to climb “Butterfly 

Buttress” on the nearby Bruce Peak, so we carpooled up on 

the Friday evening with plans of walking to the turnoff that 

night. However, after stopping for fish and chips and 

roadside apple trees, we were ready for bed by the time we 

got to Temple Campsite.  

 

Saturday started at 5am with a quick brew of Tea, and a 

bowl of hot porridge (A.K.A. the best breakfast available in 

the world - according to Beth, the Scotswoman). We set off 

up North Temple valley, getting soaked and almost losing 

Beth to the raging Temple Stream about one hundred 

meters from the carpark. As we walked up the valley, we 

could see more and more snow, which is a bit disconcerting 

when you're planning to go ‘rock’ climbing. We took the 

Intermediate ridge to a col on the ridge, had early lunch, and 

dumped our sleeping gear in packliners.  

 

From here, Beth and I traversed through the snow left, trying to keep as much height as possible, while 

Jamie and Rowan went downwards and right. That would be the last we saw of each other for a good nine 

or so hours. There had been quite a bit of snow from the first cyclone that came through a few days 

earlier, which made travel slow, but we made it to the base of the rock climb eventually.  

An unusual approach for a summer rock climb 

Riley leads up pitch 3 on Weta Prowl. 



 
 

 ‘Weta Prowl’ is a route that is around about a 7-8 pitch grade 14 climb up the face of Steeple Peak. We 

scrambled the first sixty or so meters until we reached the main cliff. What followed was pitches and 

pitches of excellent climbing! The rock quality was 

overall pretty good (with some exceptions), 

and the views were stunning. It took us seven 

pitches and about four hours to top out onto a 

snow-capped summit, where we grabbed a 

photo then hopped back down the South ridge 

to another col which was sheltered by the 

wind.  

 

From here, we could definitely see the 

beginnings of Cyclone Gita on the horizon. We 

made it back to the gear stash at about 8:30 pm 

in howling winds. Earlier that morning we had 

agreed with the other two that the first party 

would wait for the second here until 9pm, then 

if they had not arrived - go back down and 

find a place to bivi for the night. It got to 

9pm, so Beth and I started wandering back down the ridge into the North Temple, looking for a bivi site 

that we heard about from ClimbNZ.    Long story short, it was real hard to find a bivi site in a sloped boulder 

field, however in the end after moving rocks we managed 

to find somewhere acceptable. Just as we began to set up 

the fly, we were relieved to see two head torches 

descending the ridgeline towards us, turns out they had an 

epic!  

 

Rowan’s quote of the trip – “I’ve never plugged steps in 

the snow wearing rock shoes before” 

 

I was so tired from the big day that I didn't wake up during 

any of the five or so times that Rowan had to get up and 

re-tie the guy ropes (sorry mate!). Finally, at around 3am I 

woke up a to the feel of spits of rain on my face; the bad 

thing was that the fly was down, the good thing was that it 

was still with us. From then on, we used it as a four person 

blanket.  

We woke up to windy drizzle that grew stronger, then 

vanished as we scrambled back down to North Temple 

Valley (thankfully it wasn’t bucketing down as forecast for 

the afternoon!). By the time we got back to the car, I was 

exhausted! What a way to end being 16! 

Beth enjoying the "pretty good quality" rock. 

Another top photo from Riley 



 
 

How to get rich and famous – enter this year’s 
Photographic Competition 
 
Each year FMC (Federated Mountain Clubs) run a photographic competition 
where Clubs affiliated to the FMC organise their own internal competition then 
forward the winning two photos per category to FMC for the overall 
competition.   
 
Each Section of the NZAC counts as a separate club and this year we are going to have an 

Otago Section competition to pick the photographs to send to the National FMC. 

 
The Otago Section entries will be shown at the 4th July section meeting where an 
independent judge will announce the winners and provide commentary on the entries.  
 
All photos shall be submitted in digital format with file sizes 1Mb to 5 Mb. 
To enter contact Keith Moffat at moffat.k172@gmail.com   and he will send you an entry 
form.   
 
The Categories are 

1. ABOVE BUSHLINE (With no Human Element) 
2. ABOVE BUSHLINE  (With a Human Element) 
3. BELOW BUSHLINE (With no Human Element) 
4. BELOW BUSHLINE  (With a Human Element) 
5. HISTORIC  
6. NATIVE FLORA & FAUNA 

 
Rules 
1. Definition of a “human element” 
The definition of a “human element” is flexible but the general intention is: Where the photo contains as anything 
other than as a very minor feature: people, a hut, a track sign/marker, bridge, ice axe and anything else that has 
been introduced by humans into the environment then we would define that as having “a Human element”. But if 
a photo has what could be called a Human Element but that element is very small, inconsequential and not a feature 
in the photo then you could count it as “No Human Element”. 
 
2. Entries for the contemporary categories must be taken after 1 Jan 2016. Any photos taken prior to this date will 
automatically be entered into the historic category. 
 
3. Definition of “historic” 
The intention for the historic category is for entrants to go back through club and individual archives to select “old 
photos” rather than “photos of old things”.  As an example, a recent photo of a hut built in the 1950’s is not a 
‘historic’ photo. However, a photo of the same hut taken in the 1960’s certainly is a ‘historic’ photo.   
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Photos for the historic category must be taken before 1 Jan 2016.  The prize for any winning photo from a club 
archive by a deceased member will go to the club. The prize for any winning photo from an individual archive by a 
deceased person will go to the person who entered the photo, whether through a club or as an individual supporter. 
 
4. All photos must be taken within New Zealand, which is defined as within our Exclusive Economic Zone. This 
includes the following islands;  North, South, Stewart, Chatham, Kermadec, Sub-Antarctic. 
 
5. Rules on post processing: 

• Adjustments for exposure, white balance, contrast & levels are allowed. 
•  Cropping is allowed 
• Stitching for panoramic shots is allowed 
•  Removal or insertion of features not in the original image is not allowed. 

For the full rules relating to the competition are on the FMC website at   https://www.fmc.org.nz/photo-
competition/ 

 
Prizes 
There are significant prizes offered for the winners of the national competition, 
and there will be local, Otago Section prizes.    See the FMC website for further 
information or contact Keith for details of the local competiton. 
 

 

Last month’s Pack Rafting Talk 
At the April Section meeting we were privileged to have Arno Marten a packrafting guide from TeAnau talk 
to us about packrafting.  Some climbers have been using packrafts to access climbs such crossing Milford 
Sound to Mitre Peak.  Packrafting has grown into a sport in its own right and there is now a New Zealand 
Packrafting association PRANZ  http://www.packrafting.org.nz/ 
 
Packrafts come in several styles with optional accessories such as knee braces, spray decks and internal 

storage.   Arno showed us some Alpaca 
packrafts and demonstrated how they 
are inflated.  They are surprisingly 
tough and can be patched in field 
quickly with Tyvek tape.  Arno has 
paddled up to grade 5 rapids in a 
packraft but you need to know what 
you are doing before attempting that.   
 
Arno showed some PFDs (life jackets) 
that are suitable for packrafting and 
talked about suitable clothing to wear 
and paddle to select.   Arno’s company 
imports the Alpaca range of packrafts 
made in the united states.  He can be 
contacted via http://packraftingnz.com 

if you need more information. 
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Useful Information from NZAC Headquarters 
 
There’s an updated list of ski-fields offering NZAC members a discount for the 2018 season now available 
online.  Check it out at: 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/?region_filter=&category_filter=ski-
field 
 
Volunteer opportunity- NZAC Youth Climbing Camp – Volunteer NZOIA Rock Level 2 Qualified 
Instructors needed! Held over 8 days each summer this great youth programme needs some awesome 
volunteers to ensure the succession of the camp for our future generations. Educate the climbing youth 
of today at some of NZ’s iconic crags! Read the 2015 Instructor report by John Entwisle 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/nzac-youth-climbing-camp-2015/ and check out the Camp Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-National-Youth-Climbing-Camp-1607362462824826/ Contact 
ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz to express your interest.  
 
NZAC Ice Climbing and Ski-touring instruction courses are open for registration- more details:  
Ski Touring: https://alpineclub.org.nz/skiing-touring/courses/  
Ice Climbing: https://alpineclub.org.nz/…/leading-on-technical-ice-course/  
 
 
 

 
 

Section Safety 
Gear Rental 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Our eight sets of avalanche equipment and eight sets of 
snowshoes are now available for rent from the new Hunting and 
Fishing shop, now at 141 Crawford Street, in Dunedin. The new 
shop is open seven days till 5.30 weekdays, 5pm Saturday and 
4pm Sunday.   More details at www.huntingandfishing.co.nz .  
 
The rental costs are $5 per day for an avalanche set of transceiver, 
probe and shovel and $5 per day for snowshoes for all Alpine Club 
members. You MUST show your current membership card to 
receive that rate.   Not a member, or don’t have your card? Then 
the fee is $10 per day and you will be required to pay a $20 
deposit.   
 
Members are welcome to collect gear on Friday and return 
Monday and two day’s rental will apply.   If you wish to make 
other arrangements, please contact Keith or any of the 
committee and we will sort things out BEFORE you go into the 
shop.  If you have any issues with the gear or rentals, please don’t 
hassle the staff at Hunting and Fishing as they are doing us a huge 
favour by running the rental scheme for us 
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 2017-18 Otago Section Committee 

Chair  

and Rock Climbing 

Riley Smith 027 222 8731 rileychallis@gmail.com  

Treasurer, Equipment Keith Moffat 027 6644037 Moffat.k172@gmail.com  

Secretary, Newsletter Lindsay Smith 027 404 8911 lindsay@plumtree.net.nz 

Trips, Banff Film Festival Danilo Hegg  danilo_hegg@hotmail.com 

Instruction Heather Rhodes 027 258 6534 heathermayrhodes@gmail.com 

Club Night Speakers Aidan Braid 021 1165 799 aidanbraid@gmail.com 

CCM Representative    

 Eve O’Brien 0276423211 eve.j.obrien@gmail.com 

 Ryan Thomas 0273115723 Ryan.j.thomas1@gmail.com  

 Aaron Oakley   

    

 

 

Section Contact information 

 

Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club 

c/o 172 Gladstone Rd, Dalmore, Dunedin 9016 

 

Email: otago.climber@gmail.com 

 

Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/osonzac 
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