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Gemma Wilson abseiling off the south face of Mount Lyttle, Darran Mts. 
Mount Christina is in the background and Lake Marian below.

Photo: Danilo Hegg
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Section Meetings – Otago University Staff Club, 7.30pm

Wednesday, 4 November 2015
Rescheduled! Join us as Jack Williams shares his adventures on the remote 
and rugged Falkland Islands�

Wednesday, 2 December 2015
Henriette Beikirch will tell us about her impressive solo traverse of the South 
Island�

Wednesday, 6 January 2016
No meeting in January – get outside and enjoy!

Wednesday, 3 February 2016
Our annual ‘show and tell’ session is on this month� Please bring photos and 
stories to share!

Rock climbing evenings
At Long Beach, every Tuesday night� Whether you are novice or an experienced 
climber looking for climbing partners, you are welcome to come along� Contact 
Lindsay Smith, challispoint@xtra�co�nz or phone 027 404 8911 �

mailto:lindsay@plumtree.net.nz
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Upcoming Club Trips & Events

Please note, preference is given to members of the Alpine Club on club trip 
rosters� But of course, non-members are welcome to come with us on a club trip 
before joining� 

Black Peak, 28-29 November 2015
Join trip leader Danilo Hegg up Black Peak (2289m) as he brings you up from 
Matukituki Station, over the summit and down the Treble Cone side of this 
spectacular peak� Contact Danilo at danilo_hegg@hotmail�com to be part of the 
crew�

Banks Peninsula Rock Climbing Meet, 4-6 December 2015
Try the Tradgaine challenge! How many points can you earn in 24hrs of climbing? 
(13�5 + 10�5hr days)� This is not just a vertical rogaine, as all are welcome to 
do whatever they want� Based in Little River Banks Peninsula, the Climbing Meet 
will feature a Christmas BBQ on Saturday night�
Hosted by the Canterbury/Westland Section�
Registration by 31 October: $50 NZAC members, $55 non-members� The costs 
cover the BBQ and campground fees� Pay to 12-3482-0015494-00, quote BP 
Rock Meet�
Contact Grant Piper (Grubbie) at grubbie@ihug�co�nz or go to http://tinyurl�
com/banksmeet for more info�

Mount Turner, 12-13 December 2015
Join leader Keith Moffat up Mt Turner in the Wilkin Valley, not far from Makarora� 
Though this is a new route for Keith, he’s expecting a Grade 1 climb� On Saturday 
the route will follow along the Wilkin River about 10km, then will bash some 
bush up to a bivvy site at around 1100m� Sunday morning the group will hit the 
Turner summit, then return via the Wilkin Valley and catch a jet boat back to the 
start� Participants are responsible for their jet boat fees – bring cash� For more 
info or to sign up, contact Keith at moffat�k172@gmail�com or 03 743 8903/ 027 
664 4037� 

Black Peak (left) and Mt Aspiring from Mt Alpha. Photo: Danilo Hegg

mailto:danilo_hegg@hotmail.com
mailto:grubbie@ihug.co.nz
http://tinyurl.com/banksmeet
http://tinyurl.com/banksmeet
mailto:moffat.k172@gmail.com
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News
Tuesday Night Climbing Off to a Great Start

With a run of fine, spring weather, Tuesday Night Rock Climbing has got off to 
a great start.  In the first four weeks, we have been to three local crags with 
a good mix of beginners and experienced climbers�   Last week there was an 
enthusiastic response to the new routes at Mapoutahi and this week the smaller 
group was introduced to lead climbing on the bolts at Lady Thorn Dell�

We meet at alongside Logan Park at about 5�15 to organise where we are going 
and to arrange shared transport; then leave at 5�30 sharp to make the most of 
the long evenings� Over the summer we try and visit as many of the local crags 
as possible, depending on the numbers and skill of those attending and the 
weather forecast for the evening�

These nights are ideal for those new to climbing in Dunedin as they are a great 
introduction to the local crags and to others who like to get out on real rock� 
Although formal instruction is not available, there is usually a good mix of 
climbing skills at these evenings and a willingness to pass on knowledge about 
climbing, crags and routes�

As a committee, we’ve decided to buy a range of equipment to help first timers 
get started and hope to have new harnesses and helmets within the next couple 
of weeks.  These will be free to use for first timers or Alpine Club members, but 
other users will have to pay $5 per week to hire the gear�

Everyone is welcome to come along on a Tuesday night so even beginners can 
come to check out the sport before investing in gear� If you have any questions, 
or would like to be added to the weekly text update, please text Lindsay on 027 
404 8911 or check out the Facebook page at www�facebook�com/NZAC-Otago-
Section 

An ascent of Mount Lyttle
On the last weekend in September Gemma Wilson and I set off to climb Mount 
Lyttle, right above Lake Marian in the Darran Mountains� On the topomaps the 
name is next to an insignificant elevation on a ridge at 1899m. Assuming that 
this is a mistake, we headed for the high peak at 2060m, a few hundred meters 
to the north-west�

Starting from the Lake Marian Track, we climbed through the bush and made 
quick progress up the route scouted by Max Olsen a few years back� At 12:30 
and 100m below the bushline, the quote of the day from Gemma: “lunch at 
bushline?”, followed by my reply, “sounds good”� We made it to bushline just in 
time for dinner, seven hours and innumerable expletives later� We were not able 
to find the gap through the bluffs and resorted to pitching. Gemma was a hero 
as she led the way up, and undeterred by a lead fall, she repeated the climb 

http://www.facebook.com/NZAC-Otago-Section
http://www.facebook.com/NZAC-Otago-Section
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twice more, carrying my pack first then hers. Gemma, you are both an amazing 
climber and climbing companion�

Bed-time came later than planned and the alarm was set at 2:30am� Problem: 
daylight savings came into action at 2am, when watches were adjusted forward 
to 3am� I will leave it to Schrödinger to debate whether, having set the alarms 
at a time that does not exist, we actually ever got out of bed or not� My aching 
body told me that we did, and that it was way too early, too� 

We were rewarded with perfect cramponning conditions however and made good 
time up the mountain� A rock band at the bottom of the south face required 
the use of the rope, and an abseil off a snow bollard on the way down; the 
climbing was straightforward up moderate snow slopes otherwise� The view from 
the summit was terrific, with the big walls of Marian and Sabre nearby heavily 
plastered in winter snow�

The snow remained frozen all the way down, and three abseils off trees made 
the descent through the bluffs faster than the way up� A l(i)(y)ttle peak that is 
seldom visited, and that is typical of Fiordland in that the approach through the 
bush is much harder than anything in the alpine�

Danilo Hegg

Letters to the Editor
Retro Bolting Response

In our September newsletter, we published Dave Brash’s letter to the editor 
regarding rebolting activity, which initiated subsequent letters to the editor, 
including the following response from Alastair Mark: 

“Quite fortuitously while visiting family in Dunedin, I have stumbled across 
the September issue of the Otago Climber� The Community Feedback section 
contains a letter from Dave Brash justifying his actions of adding additional 
bolts to several of my old routes� He has also recently been accused of chipping 
holds (Climber Winter 2015). I find it offensive that he describes my bolt 
placements as ‘thoughtless or even malicious�’ To the contrary, the position 
of the bolts were carefully considered although the quality was undoubtedly 
dubious, even before the rust sets in� These were climbs conceived, and 
climbed in the ‘80s on a student budget, when climbing was still an adventure 
sport� My fellow partners in crime and I failed to follow the ethos of Auckland 
climbing where the rule was, ‘it’s not a runner if it’s below your waist�’ 
Back then climbs were few� Wanaka and Queenstown were yet to be 
developed� So if you wanted to climb, you had to make your own� 
Despite Dave’s assertions, the climbs WERE at our levels, and yes we even fell 
on lead! But we weren’t being guided� We climbed for fun and for adventure�

It is controversial to rebolt another person’s climbs� I disagree with Dave: re-
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siting a bolt IS changing the nature of a climb, something he calls ‘renewing�’ I 
live in Nelson, am still a member of NZAC, still putting up new routes and, more 
importantly, am contactable� Phil de Joux re-sited bolt placements on ‘Send a 
Gorilla’ at Paynes Ford while I was living in Australia, but did so after dialogue 
between us� He placed them in places that still resulted in the crux being climbed 
above a bolt� Careful placements allow for safe falls from the crux and above� 
Adding more bolts to established routes changes the climb� Adding bolts can 
remove the adventure element� There is more satisfaction from leading the crux 
with a fall as the consequence of failing� I am not advocating dangerous routes, 
with the potential [for injury]� But there should be an adventure element to 
leading, rather than clipping into closely placed bolts� I saw these type of routes 
down by the cave at Long Beach� 

I also, however, tend not to chop bolts� This is almost as much of an act of rock 
vandalism than the addition of new bolts�

I think that if Dave or his clients are too scared to climb these routes, he could 
scramble to the top of the climb and safely top rope to heart’s content, leaving 
the leading until they have mental and physical capacity to do so�” –Alastair Mark

Feedback on Kiddie Crag Development/Support

In our last issue, we requested community feedback regarding the backing of 
a project near Queenstown to develop a kiddie crag� We received the following 
letter to the editor in support of the project: 

“Throughout France, you come across ecoles d’escalade� These grid bolted 
‘climbing nurseries’ are integral to the position in that country of climbing as 
an accessible and mainstream pastime, and there is nothing better than seeing 
three generations of a family having a great time together at these places, which 
is happening all the time, all over the country� Their primary aim is to provide 
accessibility; if there is an overhung start to an easy slab, as happens so often 
with limestone, then why not bolt a dead tree to the bottom to give easy and 
fun access to the rock above? These nurseries are often financed by the villages 
- they will pay professional route developers to develop crags and put up the 
routes, just as our councils will provide playground slides and swings� A typical 
grade range is 4 - 14� The closest to these nurseries in Dunedin are the Chakrata 
wall and the Caves� An OSONZAC sponsored bolting clinic established one in 
Alexandra a couple of years ago, but this has not been publicised�

The description of the Queenstown project sounds similar to these ecoles 
d’escalade, and in my opinion there can be no better way for the club to help out 
with bolting costs than something like this� It is also worth remembering that 
1) the Central Otago members were paying their subs and contributing to our 
coffers up until now; it is their money too, and 2) we are close to Queenstown 
and can reap the benefits of this facility. Yes, please help them do this, this is 
great�” – Dave Brash
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Update: Routes Rebolted at Port Chalmers Quarry
Last month we reported on the re-bolting of the routes ‘Elevator’ (23) and ‘Ren’ 
(25) at Port Chalmers and can now advise that the adjacent route ‘Stimpy’ (19) 
has now been rebolted as well, meaning the crag right of ‘Chakrata Wall’ is now 
good to go� The bolts replaced were early-1990s rawl bolts which did the job for 
many years but had fallen victim to age and rather impressive rust�

A couple of people got back to us about the strategy used with the new bolts, 
which are a glue-in type not previously used in Dunedin� The route-equipper, 
Jaz, appreciated the feedback from a couple of correspondents on ‘counter-
sinking’ the eye of the bolt to prevent possible twisting, a technique which was 
used subsequently for the rebolting of ‘Stimpy�’ Based on advice received, the 
rebolting of the first two routes was adequate, but counter-sinking is preferable. 
We appreciate all feedback like this – and it’s good to be aware that all rebolting 
is done by volunteers to the best of their ability – so climbers should always 
question the vintage and quality of all anchors (and, on some of our crags, the 
underlying rock too!)� If you see any issues with the new bolting, or bolting at 
any other crags in Dunedin, let us know and we’ll find a keen local who is happy 
to look into it� 

Wanted: Climbing Shoe Donations
We are seeking donation of unwanted climbing shoes in usable condition to add 
to our growing list of gear available for our Tuesday night social climbing events� 
We have some shoes available for newbies to try out, but a greater variety of 
sizes would be helpful� If you’re willing to give up those funky old kicks, bring 
them along to a section meeting or text Lindsay at 027 404 8911�

Membership Has Its Privileges
If you’re reading this and you’re not a member of the New Zealand Alpine Club, 
what are you waiting for? Membership in the Alpine Club comes with quarterly 
and annual magazines and journals, discounts on other publications, access to 
high risk travel insurance for members going overseas, access to members-only 
instruction courses and events, discounts on club-owned huts, and even 30% off 
annual hut passes from DOC! Like shopping? An Alpine Club membership offers 
heaps of discounts to shops that can outfit you for your adventures, including 
Macpac and Bivouac Outdoor, among many others� 

Membership will get you a discount on the Otago Section’s gear rental scheme, 
and preference on club trip rosters�

See the full range of membership benefits at: http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-
of-membership 

http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
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Project Funding available
Got a great climbing project? Short of funds? We might have the answer� The 
Otago Section regularly reinvests the surplus from Banff Film Festival into the 
region but we have decided to go one step further� We are calling for funding 
applications from anyone who has a climbing project that would benefit from 
a cash injection� We expect to contribute around $500 per project but could 
go higher for something spectacular� The rules are simple: The project must 
contribute to climbing in the Otago Region and the project must have wide 
benefits – not be for individuals.

In recent years we have funding bolting and rebolting projects throughout 
Otago, contributed to hut repair and historic hut renovations, and helped with 
the development of new crags. Your project could be next. Send us an email to 
otago�climber@gmail�com and tell us about your project: who’s involved, what 
it will cost and who will benefit.

Old Ghost Road Announces Trail Grand Opening
The Mokihinui-Lyell Backcountry Trust has announced a public grand 
opening for The Old Ghost Road at the NBS Theatre in Westport 
at 2pm on 12th December 2015� At 85km, it will be New Zealand’s longest 
continuous single track, designed for mountain bikers and trampers alike�   
The Old Ghost Road is one of 22 Great Rides in the New Zealand Cycle Trail�  It 
runs from the historic mining settlement of Lyell in the south to Seddonville in 
the north�  The trail has 16 bridges and four new hut complexes to complement 
two pre-existing Department of Conservation huts� It is a Grade 4 mountain 
bike track suitable for skilled and experienced backcountry riders and trampers�    
Sections of The Old Ghost Road will remain closed up until the grand opening 
date to enable completion of construction activities�   

For more information, please visit www�oldghostroad�org�nz 

Current Gear Rental Scenario
The inventory of Otago Section rental gear is now temporarily housed with 
committee members until we arrange for a retail location to manage doling out 
our equipment� At this time, until a more permanent arrangement can be made, 
we are limiting rental to large groups only (5+)� As a reminder available gear is 
as follows:

Nine avalanche transceivers, nine snow shovels and nine probes

Nine sets of snowshoes 

Two EPIRBS/Personal Locator Beacons

mailto:otago.climber@gmail.com
http://www.oldghostroad.org.nz
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Ryan explains how to set a top anchor at Lady Thorn Dell. Photo: Lindsay Smith

If your group of five or more is interested in renting, please contact Lindsay at 
027 404 8911� 

We will announce the new retail location in this newsletter when we get it squared 
away� Thanks for your patience!
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Crystal Brindle en route to Mt Campbell, South Westland; Lake Barra below and Mt Brewster 
back right. Photo: Danilo Hegg


	_GoBack
	Upcoming Club Trips & Events
	News
	An ascent of Mount Lyttle
	Letters to the Editor
	Update: Routes Rebolted at Port Chalmers Quarry
	Wanted: Climbing Shoe Donations
	Membership Has Its Privileges
	Project Funding available
	Old Ghost Road Announces Trail Grand Opening
	Current Gear Rental Scenario

