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February 2020
Muppets on the loose
Some people should just stay at home. A few years ago I was standing on the 
footpath outside a department store talking to a friend. In my peripheral vision 
I was vaguely aware of a car parked next to me with the bonnet up. I glanced 
at the car and noticed that a man was leaning over the engine. Suddenly he 
leapt backward and burst into flame screaming. Not quite knowing what had 
caused this, I got him to roll on the ground and took my jacket off to 
smother the flames - which it did but not before he had sustained significant 
burns to his face and hands. He had been pouring an open tin of petrol 
directly into the carburettor with the engine still running! The fuel caught alight 
and as it flamed he jumped back pouring the rest of the petrol onto himself. 
Last weekend I was inside a hut when someone outside yelled fire. I looked 
through the window to see a gas canister flaming from the neck. The hut was 
packed. About 15 people were standing around the canister waiting for it to 
explode. I ran out and booted the canister away from the hut and the crowd 
of people. I assumed the seal had failed and gas had leaked out and been 
ignited by the cooker. This was not the case. The user had been attaching the 
burner to the canister right next to a lighted cooker! They didn’t understand 
why it had caught fire - that gas would ignite when exposed to a naked flame! 
They also weren’t aware that heating up a gas canister can make it explode 
like a grenade. I was a witness to these events. 

I wasn’t a witness to the recent drownings down south but I have seen 
climbers / trampers attempt to cross rivers without any thought to the 
consequences. I’ve also seen people head into the mountains without 
adequate safety equipment. I wonder if there is a behavioural or psychological 
consistency between all these people. In fact I see this kind of behaviour in 
offices and homes every day, though with less life threatening circumstances. 
It seems a large number of people are unable to or at least don’t think about 
the consequences of their actions. They pour petrol into a running engine, 
                      they twist a cooker onto a gas canister next to a naked flame, 
                          they go into the mountains with inadequate survival gear, 
                               they attempt to cross flooded rivers etc. They are all 
                                  examples of shit risk management. Why does that 
                                        happen? I think this may be a species problem. We
                                           are far more reactive than proactive. We wait for
                                                the coronavirus to spread and global warming 
                                                    to accelerate then we try to shut that gate. If 
                                                        we survive, we are quick to rationalise our
                                                             behaviour  - ‘I didn’t have a choice’;

‘It will be bad for the economy’; ‘I wanted to go lite’; ‘It didn’t happen last time I 
did that’; ‘It was someone else’s fault’; and so on. 

On top of this, climbers are often arrogant, which they probably need to be. 
Believing they can control or overcome the outdoor environment, rivers, snow 
pack, weather is an important part of the climber psyche. But challenging your 
assumptions, being your own critical friend, is probably more important if you 
want to do more than take your chances and hope to top out and get back into 
cell phone range to post your photos on social media. So welcome to 2020, a 
year of challenging your assumptions, suspending your belief and asking your-
self ‘what if’, so you not only have an awesome outdoor experience, but live to 
tell the tail.

Two quotes: 
‘Not taking risks one doesn’t understand is often the best form of risk 
management.’ Raghuram G. Rajan, Fault Lines: How Hidden Fractures Still 
Threaten the World Economy

‘Where’s the fun in playing with knives if you can’t draw a little blood?’
Donald Gorman, Paradox  

Those of you who prefer the second one might like to seek some help. 
Any comments on what you like or don’t like send an email to
wellington@alpineclub.org. nz or tweet us @NZACWellington.

Simon

From the editor
Welcome to Vertigo 2020. I hope you’ve already managed to get some hill and 
vertical place satisfaction when the sun is shining between storms this year. 
Any questions or feedback about Vertigo, please let me know; and keep those 
trip reports coming to occasionalclimber@gmail.com.
Peter

PS What alpine plant is this leaf from?

page2
mailto:wellington@alpineclub.org.nz
mailto:occasionalclimber@gmail.com


> Chair’s Report    > Section News    > Notices    > Coming Trips, Courses, Events    > Trip Reports    > Section Contacts    > Our Club On A Page

Gear Hire
The Section has gear for hire: avalanche transceivers, ice axes, shovels, 
stakes, hammers, helmets, crampons, probes, PLBs, ice hammers (entry 
level). Each item costs $5 per week with the exception of PLBs – PLBs are 
free but require a deposit of $50 refundable on return. To hire gear please fill 
in the form here. You can find out more from Carolyn.

Some advance notice, especially over the Chrismas period, is appreciated as 
gear is in higher demand and often needs to be retrieved from the gear store. 
To collect or return your gear liaise with Genevieve.

InReach for hire
           We suggest that all climbing parties carry a PLB as well as the
              InReach. If there is demand the section will purchase another one             
                 or two. The benefit of the InReach is that you can send and receive
                       text messages, receive weather forecasts, and send an SOS in
                       an emergency.

                       The InReach comes with 3 preset messages: 1. Delayed but 
                       everything is ok; 2. Starting our trip now; 3. This is where we 
                       are. Messages received from the InReach include a link that 
                       can be used to see the location. When hiring the InReach you 
need to provide an email address that will receive the messages and also 
advise if you’d like to adjust the preset messages.  

The InReach can be paired using bluetooth to a Smartphone which has the 
Earthmate app loaded. This makes it much easier to type in messages. We 
recommend that you take a powerpack to keep the device charged and also 
only turn the InReach on when you need to use it to save battery power.

There’s a $50 deposit for hiring the InReach and a hire charge of $20 / week-
end. Additional charges will be incurred if you request weather forecasts or 
use non-preset messaging. Contact Carolyn kaz1963@gmail.com to find out 
more.

Discounted PLBs
skippersmate.co.nz offers a 5% discount to all NZAC members for NZ 
purchases of PLBs. Two brands are on offer - KTI SA2G and McMurdo Fast 
Find 220 (not always in stock). To use the discount, the coupon code on the 
website is NZAC05 and the owner, Peter, asks you to send a copy of your 
membership card to peter@cooeebay.com

Section nights
All Section night talks are held at The Third Eye, Tuatara Brewery, level 2, 
30 Arthur Street, from 6pm. With prior arrangement, also a good place to 
collect or return hired climbing gear. If you would like to make a presentation 
at a future Section night, or have a suggestion about someone else to 
present, please let Peter know - occasionalclimber@gmail.com. 

Wed 19th February 2020, climbing and pizzas at Hangdogs, 453 Hutt Road, 
Alicetown, Lower Hutt, from 6pm.

Section nights beyond February
Tues 24th March, discuss ski touring opportunities with Keith Thomas.
 

Tues 21st April, Jo Morgan will take us climbing in New Zealand’s 3,000ers.

Tues 19th May, Paul Maxim will present his recent climbing in the
European Alps, including Mont Blanc.

Accommodation on Mt Ruapehu 
Our snowcraft courses for the past few years have been run out of the 
Manawatu Tramping and Skiing Club lodge on Whakapapa. We’re always 
made to feel welcome and the lodge is well situated a short walk from the top 
of the Bruce Road. Membership to the club is extremely reasonable - $35 per 
year or $50 for a family membership. Members stay at the lodge for $36 a 
night including food. If you’re looking for somewhere to base yourself for your 
winter pursuits or rock-climbing over the summer months go to
www.mtsc.org.nz/joining.php to find out more about joining the club.

One of seven or more rowdy 
kea below Waimakariri Falls, 

Arthurs Pass this January
Photo: Peter Laurenson 
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Taranaki Section climbing meet
28 Feb - 1 Mar 2020. To book your spot or for more information email 
Taranaki Section Chair Phill Davies.

The NZAC Mountain Workshop Weekend
21-22nd March 2020, NZAC Unwin Lodge
Book your space now at www.alpineclub.org.nz/courses
Bringing together NZAC members from across the country to give them an 
opportunity to take part in 6 workshops running over the weekend:
Mountain Landscape Photography – 6 Spaces
Rope Rescue for Climbers – 4 Spaces
Alpine Rock (Scrambling) Ropework – 4 Spaces
Multipitch Climbing Skills – 4 Spaces
Navigation – 6 Spaces
Trail Running – 4 Spaces.

Booking DOC facilities online
Additional DOC facilities can now be booked online here, including 10 
high-demand campgrounds and 5 huts. Work is underway to transition all 
remaining bookable facilities to the new online booking platform before 
summer 2020/21.

News from the UIAA
The Indian Mountaineering Foundation (IMF) has informed the UIAA Office 
that for the 2020 climbing season, it will  offer a 50% discount on handling 
charges to encourage foreign climbers to visit the Indian Himalaya. 
Full details are provided here.

The Earle Riddiford Collection
Gifted to the Alexander Turnbull Library, see more here.  

Recycling ideas
Find out about NZAC’s recycling efforts and ideas here.  

More NZAC member discounts
New or recently renewed discounts:
Go Native - details here. 
Monster Merinos - details here.
Outfitter - details here.
An online discount code is viewable to members only once logged in. 
All other discounted providers to NZAC members here.
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International Youth Nature Environment Camp 2020
Inter-University Seminar House, Hachioji, Tokyo
28 July – 1 August 2020, for those aged 16-25 years
1 day climbing and study on Takao-san mountain, 1 day study and talk 
session about Global Warming and Nature Environment Protections.
More here. 

Women’s Adventure Film Tour
In Wellington Sun 8 March, Penthouse Cinema and Cafe, 205 Ohiro Road.
This year’s line-up includes 3 kiwis - Anna Frost, Penny Brothers and Janina 
Kuzma. See the playlist and get more details here.

Mountain Safety Council – Focus Groups: Trip Planning Research 
Mountain Safety Council is conducting trip planning research to better under-
stand the approach outdoor recreation participants take when preparing for 
an outdoor experience. The findings will help to inform the development of trip 
planning resources and targeted outdoor safety campaigns. 

We need your help! As part of the research we’ll be conducting a series of 
focus groups. These groups will consist of 8 – 10 people, covering a broad 
range of demographics and outdoor backgrounds. 
Register your interest to be part of a focus group here.

New Zealand Snow and Ice Research Group (SIRG) Annual Meeting
Every year the New Zealand SIRG holds an annual meeting where New 
Zealand scientists discuss the results our research. This year the meeting 
was held on Matiu Somes Island, and included over 30 presentations. New 
Zealand-based research included mapping snow cover using drones (with 
application to the Pisa Range and Colorado), measuring snow accumulation 
by NIWA at five different stations in the Southern Alps, investigating the 
drivers of calving of Haupapa/Tasman Glacier, studies that involved direct 
measurements from Rolleston and Fox/Te Moeka o Tūwae Glaciers, and 
using cosmogenic dating to understand past glacial history at Dart glacier. 

Almost half of the participants were students (undergraduate, masters, and 
doctoral), who all gave especially high-quality talks! Our student talk prize 
winners included Florence Isaacs, who presented links between sea ice and 
East Antarctica and El Niño, and Maren Richter, who presented new method 
to more-accurately measure sea ice thickness. We are especially grateful to 
the New Zealand Alpine Club, who donated a year membership, as one of 
our student prizes. 

Find out more here.

mailto:ascent.phill@gmail.com
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When What and where
3 - 6 March Paines Ford Sport Climbing meet

Contact Marie Kelly marieitz4u@gmail.com
29 May - 1 Jun Flock Hill bouldering

Trip leader Eric Duggan ericduggan@gmail.com
17 and 24 June Banff Mountain film Festival 2020

Embassy Theatre 6pm. More info here.
24 - 26 July
31 July - 2 August
14 - 16 August
21 - 23 August

2020 Snowcraft courses
Contact Nish Shah catchnishie@gmail.com
Please note: a compulsory theory night  for 
participants is on the Thursday night two weeks prior
to each course. Participants will need to take the Friday 
afternoon off work to travel to the course venue.

 

> Chair’s Report    > Section News    > Notices    > Coming Trips, Courses, Events    > Trip Reports    > Section Contacts    > Our Club On A Page

All our planned South Island trips come with the added bonus that rental 
vehicle costs for Wellington Section members are covered by the Section.
If you’re uncertain about the skill level required with any of the trips, would
like to register your interest or to find out more, email us at 
wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.
Also, please contact us if you’re keen to run a trip yourself – the Committee 
can help with advertising and logistics.

NZAC instruction courses
Click for more details   Ice Climbing    Ski Touring   High Alpine Skills

This 5,800m tower sits above the Fourth Lake, north of Gokyo in Khumbu, 
Nepal. The panorama below was taken from 5,500m at the base of this 
tower. The Fourth Lake is far right, Mt Everest is the black pyramid just left 
of centre and the Ngozumpa Glacier stretches across
Photos: Peter Laurenson
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Tukino titbits
Words and pictures Peter Laurenson

Saturday morning offered the best conditions of the weekend – ‘best’ being an 
overstatement as winds were strong and above 2,100m clag swirled. At least 
the quickly thinning snow was in good condition for cramponing.

The small group I joined headed over to Whangehu Hut, in the hope of then 
climbing up to Pyramid Peak. The conditions prevented that, but it was nice 
to check out 8-12 bunk (4 double or, if you’re feeling amorous, triple bunks) 
Whangehu Hut. Some spectacular lenticular clouds also made for some nice 
mountain photography.

Others checked out various rock climbing objectives - see page after next.

By mid afternoon on Saturday the most conducive thing to do was hunker 
down in the ever more comfortable lodge (plenty of great upgrade work has 
been done in the past year) to drink red wine and eventually get into group 
discussions. On Sunday morning the weather had only worsened so, for 
most, it was time to head home.      

On Friday 15 November last year the ‘engine room’ of our Wellington 
Section (committee members and instructors) headed up the gravel 
road to the Tukino Alpine Sports Club (TASC) Lodge. We gathered

there to explore the year that was and to make some plans
for 2020. And hopefully to get in a bit of climbing in

what was pretty scungy weather.

This image - TASC Lodge at dawn on Saturday
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Above - at about 1,900m, with Cathedral Rocks (2,663m) above

Below - heading back over the ridge, north of Whangehu Hut

Above - Whangehu Hut (2,020m)

Below - checking out some rock climbers at about 1,750m, SW of Tukino
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Jan Vymětal on Komakino (23) at the Wall of Sound, Tukino
Photos this page - Derek Cheng
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Battle of the Weekend Whipper
By Stacey Wong

The fun had already started before we even left Wellington for (what is 
becoming) our annual November trip to Paine’s Ford. Jetstar very kindly 
decided to stop regional flights, which meant that our climbers could get to 
Nelson, but not back to Wellington. Undeterred, our 22 climbers rebooked on 
Air NZ, jumped on a plane to Nelson and piled into vans to take us over 
Takaka Hill.

Having chosen dates that wouldn’t collide with Canterbury Anniversary 
Weekend, we were treated to quiet campgrounds (until we showed up) and 
empty crags (again...until we showed up). What followed was a complete and 
thorough Globe Wall takeover and a battle for the best Weekend Whipper. 
Also, the Fergs climbers in the group got to know how it feels to watch the 
Dynomites warm up on your projects.

With ‘Electrocorp Productions’, ‘Send a Gorilla’, and ‘Red lining to the max’ on 
a few peoples’ tick lists, we had a steady stream of punters waiting to have a 
shot at the pump-fest. Cue our first big whip of the weekend; Sam, going for 
that fifth bolt on ‘Send a Gorilla’, he sent his tiny belayer Naomi straight up to 
first bolt, shooting past Sam (luckily avoiding a mid-air collision), who stopped 
very close to the ground. A heavier belayer was quickly subbed in. 

Globe Wall was littered with drawers left up on climbs waiting for sends, with 
Kieran, Eric, and Wim all chasing glory on the 25s in the middle of the wall. 
‘Red lining to the max’ saw a constant stream of climbers, with plenty of folks 
sitting up in the cheap seats watching the multiple ways everyone was getting 
up that climb. We had our tallest and our shortest all getting in on the ‘Red 
lining’ action, which brings us to our second big whip of the weekend! Rosie, 
who is not the biggest fan of big falls, found herself feet way above the bolt 
and shooting for the jug of all jugs just below the anchor. She hit the jug...but 
failed to stick it, resulting in a fall that was at least 5 Rosie lengths, before 
colliding with Naomi. Camera-man extraordinaire Derek managed to capture 
the fall (and the cackling that followed) and the peer pressure to submit it to 
Rock and Ice’s ‘Weekend Whipper’ began. 

The Dynomites, after being sandbagged into trying the climbs at ‘Fish Wall’ 
were after an easy win and lined up to get in on the action. Lindsay got a 
quick flash, and Alex showed that, no matter how much heckling you throw 
at him (there was a lot of heckling), he’ll still get it done. Bella and Mic 
dispatched it very soon after. The send train left the station with them and the 
other punters who had managed the ‘Red lining’ send the day before.

Kieran leading Overkill (25) at Globe Wall
Photo: Stacey Wong

page2


> Chair’s Report    > Section News    > Notices    > Coming Trips, Courses, Events    > Trip Reports    > Section Contacts    > Our Club On A Page

The final weekend whipper was our smallest fall but provided the biggest PSA. With rain looming, a small 
team decided to tackle the climbs out at ‘Bo Peep Slab’. The normally gritty and glorious jugs were turned 
into spoogey and slippery jugs of sadness. Because Naomi and Stacey had already started up the only real 
warm-up on the wall (‘Status Anxiety’), Janella was left to warm up on a 22 (like the badass that she is). 
Three bolts up, hanging off spoogey slopers and unable to clip the fourth, Janella took a fall; her knee 
found the perfect knee breaking hold jutting out on the wall and it was game over. A frustrating end
to a climbing season that was just starting. 

So here it is, your PSA: Wear helmets, give soft catches (though a long catch is better than a 
hard one), have a first aid kit, know where the closest hospital is and have a plan on how you’d 
get out if someone got hurt. We were lucky that we had picked the only wall that had a 
20-metre walk in and cell phone reception.

The fun didn’t end there either, remember those Jetstar flights that got cancelled and 
rebooked on Air NZ? Yeah, they got cancelled too…Thanks Air NZ. Lastly, Rosie did 
succumb to the peer pressure and submitted her whipper to 
Rock and Ice and well... you can see it for yourself here. 

Alex lowering from 1080 and the Letter G (23) 
Photo: Mic Domaneschi
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Bella leading at Globe Wall
Photo: Mic Domaneschi

Lindsay leading at Globe Wall
Photo: Mic Domaneschi

<< NZAC Wellington takeover of the Hang Dog Bunk House
     Photo: Rosie Percival
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Powered by volunteers
We’re always thankful for volunteers and members stepping forward to help the section 
run smoothly. A lot goes on to keep our club going, virtually all powered by volunteers. 
On the back page is our “Club on a page” summary. It gives an at a glance description of 
all the things we do, how and why. Feel free to print a copy and pass it on to anyone who 
might be interested in becoming a member or volunteer. And if you’d like to learn more 
about how you could get involved, please email us at wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Role Name Contact
Outgoing Chair, course coordinator Simon Williamson 021 054 7684
Treasurer Eva Duncan evaduncan@windowslive.com
Secretary, club liaison Keith Munro keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
Gear custodian Carolyn Ellis 021 574 287
Trip co-ordinator Stacey Wong staceycolleena@gmail.com
Section nights, Vertigo, Banff Peter Laurenson occasionalclimber@gmail.com
Banff Emma Hayward emmahayward@windowslive.com
Photo comp Guy Dubuis guy.dubuis@gmail.com
Social media Rosie Percival calicoanne@gmail.com
Reel Rock Naomi Seow naomiseow@gmail.com
Social media Derek Cheng derekcheng.nz@gmail.com
Patron John Nankervis
Rock drill overseer Jeremy Tries 027 555 5893

www.facebook.com/nzacwellington
Twitter @NZACWellington
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IT’S EASY TO CHECK YOUR  

KIWISAVER
•   Make sure you are investing your funds correctly

•   How socially responsible investing can still be a  
great investment

•   Ensure you’re receiving the maximum tax benefits 
from the government

At least one socially responsible 
growth fund has returned over 
10% p.a. over the past 3 years. 
*Annual returns after fees as at 30th April 2019.

Just a 20 minute discussion can:

No charge for my service.   
Just give me a call or send me 
an email to discuss.

Keith Munro
Registered Financial Adviser

027 654 6568
keithm@mtgelab.co.nz

Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance.   
Any advice is class advice. A disclosure statement is free upon request.

mailto:wellington@alpineclub.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/nzacwellington
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