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Follow Us On
Facebook

Section Gear Hire

No need to be a Facebook User

The Nelson section gear (ice axes,
avo gear, locater beacon etc) is
available to all section members.

Click HERE

Contact Liam Sullivan
liam_sullivan@yahoo.com

Club News

Club Donations

Can now be found on the website.
There are news items and trip
reports from all over the country.

We have a link online where

Click HERE to go
there now!

members can

DONATE

Members can also use our bank
account 03 0502 0607822 00, or
send in a cheque (NZ only).

Click HERE

The Chairman’s Pitch
Most of the mountains in our region have now seen some snow. Winter is just around the
corner and we are all probably hoping for some more cold, clear spells than last year.
As the sections incoming chairman I'm proud to see the section continue to grow and
perform strongly, building year by year. Last year was a challenging year with Covid and a
warm winter. However as a section we managed to hold our main events such as The Banff
Film Festival evenings, basic snowcraft course and a follow up trip, along with section
evenings with a number of engaging and inspiring local and international presentations. One
thing that stood out to me was the diversity of those who came to the talks including rock
climbers, alpinists, skiers, people from other outdoor clubs and the general public. Talks
were also recorded and streamed for the first time in our section and I recall one evening
included a sign language translator. This is a testament to our progress and diversity. Our
section also saw the new Top of the South guidebook published thanks to efforts from
members such as Ben Winnubst and Ross Cullen.
As we all should be I am grateful for the excellent work of our committee and invite anyone
wanting to join in to share and develop skills, present new ideas or just get involved and
share the work around to reach out at any time.
The Basic Snowcraft Course is scheduled for August and has seen a sudden influx of interest
which is good to see. You'll also see that plans for winter trips are coming together.
Remember that trips sometimes have to be postponed or amended due to conditions so get
in touch and register your interest sooner rather than later. Banff Film Festival dates are
11th and 12th of June so get those in your calendars.

See you out there.
Russell Adams

Upcoming trips/Courses
Basic Snow Craft Course (BSCC). 20-22 August.
This is a course run for beginners who want to progress from tramping/summer climbing to climbing on snow.
It is a weekend course based at Rainbow skifield and surrounds. If you are interested contact Brandon at
braknn007@gmail.com for all the information and details.
(As usual we have received very high numbers of inquiries for this course, so spaces may be limited)

BSCC follow up trip. 4-5 September.
This is a trip specifically for the BSCC participants to get out and use their new skills for real. Objective to be
confirmed but could be Scotts Knob, Mt Arthur, Mt Angelus, Mt Paske, or another local peak.
GRADE: 1

Mt Franklin via Blue Lake hut. 6-9 August.
At 2340m Mt Franklin is the highest peak in Nelson Lakes and requires a long approach. You need to be fit
enough to make the 8.5 hr walk to the Blue Lake Hut, climb the next day, and 8.5hr walk out the day after. This
trip is a 4 day outing so take some time off and have a crack at bagging this one. The climbing itself is not very
technical, though winter conditions will add some spice, so you will need to be confident with ice axe and
crampons. Contact Russell Adams ( r.a.guns.70@gmail.com ) if you are keen and for more information.
GRADE: 2

Mt Tapuae-o-uenuku or Alarm from the Clarence (south) side. Date TBC
Sick of the walk up the Hodder with the 80 odd river crossings? And want to climb the highest peak north of
Mt Cook National Park from a different angle? Then this is a trip for you. You will need to be fit enough for a
big day out and confident with crampons and ice axe on steep frozen terrain. This will possibly be a 3 day trip,
but contact Jerome Waldron (jjwaldron@xtra.co.nz) for more information.
GRADE: 2-3

MT Hopeless via Couloir route. Date TBC
Based from Cupola Hut this is a great day out, and the only remains of a Glacier in the NLNP. It’s a 7hr walk
into the hut and then the next day is up the Hopeless Couloir to the summit, then down the Hopeless valley
and back out to the lake. So a good level of fitness is required. The climbing is not technical but is a full alpine
experience so you need to be proficient with ice axe and crampons.
Contact Jerome Waldron (jjwaldron@xtra.co.nz)
GRADE: 2

Rainbow Ski Trip. 14 August - 26 September depending on snow availability!
This is a social trip on a weekend for club members to get together and rip a few turns around the ski field for
a day. It will depend on snow and weather conditions but we will update this closer to the time.
Contact Russel Adams (r.a.guns.70@gmail.com) if this interests you.

Mt Technical (Lewis Pass) date TBC
From Lewis pass head up onto the tops and camp on Saturday, then up Mt Technical and back to the cars on
Sunday. Contact Liam Sullivan (liam_sullivan@yahoo.com) for more information.
GRADE: 1

Ladies Trip: Kakapo Peak. September date TBC
One for the ladies in the club, led by Morgan Puklowski.
Climb Kakapo Peak (1783) from Fenella hut via Waingaro Peak.
Where the hell is that???
Well it's up the Cobb Valley above the Cobb Reservoir and looks like a really nice ridgeline above the bush.
Saturday will be a leisurely walk from the Cobb Valley road end to Fenella hut (12 bunk, gas at hut, one
serviced hut ticket, altitude 1100 m). This route takes approximately 4 hours.
On Sunday aim is for a relatively early start to climb the polled route to skirt around Waingaro Peak and gain
the ridge to Kakapo peak.
If we make good time we could traverse the ridge beyond Kakapo and see how close we can get to Snowdon
Peak.
We will return the same way and walk down the Cobb back to cars and out Sunday afternoon.
Depending on participants there could be an option to leave Friday afternoon to get to Fenella hut Friday night
and use all of Saturday to get along ridge. Spending two nights at Fenella hut and out Sunday.
Contact Morgan Puklowski (morgan.puklowski@gmail.com) for more details.
GRADE: 1

Ski Touring trip. September date TBC
Ski touring trip.
Bust out the skins and join us for a ski touring trip this September. We will stay in the old Mt Robert Ski Field
Lodge, and ski in the area where the best conditions are on the day. You can find steep little chutes, gullys and
wide open bowls with lots of terrain to explore. You will need to have average ski touring ability, your own
touring gear, and avalanche safety gear (transceiver, shovel, probe) and know how to use all of it.
There will be a small fee for non ski club members staying at the lodge, and bring your own food and drinks.
Contact Liz (keewees@xtra.co.nz) for more information and to register your interest.

Club Trip Info
Every winter we try to run some club trips, we believe this should be the main focus of the section as
encouraging people to get out and about in our back yard mountains is one of our core values.
Here is some information for those new to our trip scene...
Trips will be graded to help you determine suitability (see below)
Please initially contact trip leaders via email. This allows the leader to gauge numbers and abilities, and you
will also gain a lot more information about the trip.
Within a month from the start of a trip, the leaders will email out application forms and gear lists
Try to indicate interest well before the trip start date. Enquiries and/or applications the week of the trip may
not be accepted.
Please be flexible regarding date changes. Mountains and weather combined with people don’t always run in
perfect sync, we will often try to have a plan B especially for the 3 day trips.
Trip participants need to be club members and have completed a Basic Snow Craft Course (BSCC) or
equivalent. Or can show sufficient mountaineering skills and experience.
Depending on the availability of a co-leader we will try to accommodate beginners on most trips. Ask the trip
leader, and be honest about your ability and fitness.
Trips are not guided but we work hard to run safe well organised trips. However participants must be
responsible for their own safety, well being, and turn up well prepared.

And Remember - No matter what the level, the best climbers are those having the most fun!
Trip grading is as follows:

Club Nights/Events

BANFF Film Festival

The Banff Film Festival is on again this year and scheduled for 11th and 12th of June and once again
there are some epic movies to inspire and excite, especially needed as travel has been a bit
restricted of late.
There will again be different programs running each night and films covering a huge variety of sports
and showcasing some amazing locations.
Hope to see you there. Tickets are now on sale, follow the link below.

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/banff-mountain-film-festival-world-tour-nelson-2021-tickets148882695149
https://www.facebook.com/events/198106782076717

Notices
Club Gear
The Nelson/Marlborough section has mountaineering gear that we loan out to members.
It’s free to
use, but see the T&C’s below.
Available Gear:
• Ice Axes
• Crampons
• Helmets
• 2 pairs of snowshoes
• 1 pair of technical ice tools
• Several sets of avalanche gear (Transceiver, Shovel, Probe)
• PLB
• Bothy Bags.

The Fine Print…
If you borrow the gear, then;
• You are responsible for the gear, if you break or lose it, then you replace it.
• First in first served, so don’t leave it till the last minute.
• Email Liam requesting the gear (liam_sullivan@yahoo.com) and try to give him at least 1
weeks’ notice.
• Return the gear in good working order and clean.
• Normal wear and tear is expected and encouraged, if you notice something is
worn/broken/bent/not working properly, then please notify Liam so we can fix it.
• Avo Transceiver batteries are included, but you should provide your own new ones for
your
own safety as we cannot guarantee how much voltage is left in the batteries

