
 

New Zealand Alpine Club 
Australia Section 

Section Committee Meeting 
July 2015 

Minutes 

 
1. Attendees 

 
Brent McNiel (Committee Member) 
Josh Holloway (Secretary and Treasurer) 
Lucas Foxton (Chair) 
Matt Nielsen (Vice-Chair) 
Nic Bendeli (Events Co-ordinator) 
Shaun Chang (Committee Member) 

 
2. Apologies and Proxies 

 
None 
 

3. Obituaries 
 

The Committee noted the passing of Dick Tornquist, who had been a Club Member  
for over 50 years. 
 

4. General Business 
a. Reports 

i. Chair – Lucas Foxton 
 

Lucas reported that he had  

 held initial telephone conversations with all Australia Section Committee Members and 
National Office employees with the exception of Kester Brown, who had been on leave, and 
looked forward to meeting these individuals in person at the earliest opportunity.  He 
indicated that opportunity to meet National Office employees and South Island-based Club 
Committee Members will be sought whilst in New Zealand (7th-25th August). 

 implemented the two new Facebook Groups discussed at the Australia Section Annual 
General Meeting. 

 received articles for the Australia Section Newsletter from Nic Bendeli (one article) and Wil 
deSains (two articles, the second to be included in a subsequent edition of the Section 
Newsletter).  He indicated that he had forwarded articles received from Wil through to both 
Shaun and Margaret McMahon, and that he would speak offline with Shaun about this. 
 

He also related to the Committee that Nic’s preferred means of communication was by phone and 
email. 
 

ii. Vice-Chair – Matt Nielsen 
 
Matt indicated that he had nothing to report in his capacity as Vice-Chair. 
 

iii. Secretary – Josh Holloway 
 

Josh indicated that he had nothing to report in his capacity as Secretary. 



 
iv. Treasurer – Josh Holloway 

 
Josh sought approval from the Section Committee for reimbursement of AU$57.19 to Terry Cole to 
cover costs pertaining to hosting of a BBQ at a recent climbing event. 
 
2015-07-DEC1: Reimbursement of AU$57.19 to Terry Cole was approved by the Section Committee. 
 
2015-07-ACT1: Josh to reimburse Terry Cole AU$57.19 by 1st August 2015 
 

v. Events Co-ordinator – Nic Bendeli 
 
Nic reported that he had forwarded a trip report to both Lucas and Margaret McMahon pertaining to 
the latest trip in the Jentlemen Jaunt series. 

 
2015-07-ACT2: Lucas to forward Nic’s trip report to Shaun and Margaret McMahon for inclusion in the next 
edition of the Australia Section Newsletter by 1st August 2015 
 

vi. Committee Members – Brent McNiel, Shaun Tsang 
 
Brent and Shaun indicated that they had nothing to report in their capacity as Committee Members. 

 
5. Other Business 

a. Separation of office 
i. That the Committee discuss the benefit or otherwise of separation of office 

within the NZAC - Australia Section Committee 
ii. Where the Committee acknowledges the benefit of separation of office, that 

1. Josh suggest his preference for the role of Secretary or Treasurer 
2. nominations be sought for the role that Josh vacates 
3. where necessary, an election be held to fill this vacated role 

 
Both Josh and the broader Committee acknowledged the benefit of separation of the offices of 
Secretary and Treasurer.  Josh indicated that he would be happy to retain the role of Treasurer and 
relinquish the role of Secretary.  After further discussion regarding the duties and responsibilities of the 
role of Secretary and the Committee being informed that Shaun would not seeking nomination for the 
role, it was agreed that Lucas would forward information on the duties and responsibilities of the role 
to Brent, who would affirm his acceptance of the office or otherwise beyond review of this 
information. 
 
2015-07-ACT3: Lucas to forward Brent an email containing a link to the duties and responsibilities of Secretary of an 
NZAC Section Committee, as documented on the NZAC website, by 24th July 2015 
 
2015-07-ACT4: Brent to affirm his acceptance or otherwise for the role of Secretary of the Australia Section Committee 
by 1st August 2015 
 

b. Schedule of Committee Meetings 
i. That the Committee discuss and agree to a schedule of Committee Meetings, 

respectively dates of finalisation of Agendas and Minutes of Committee 
Meetings for the remainder of the 2015-2016 financial year 

 
2015-07-DEC2: The Committee agreed to meet between 8.00 and 10.00 pm on the first Tuesday of every second 
month (July, September, November, January, March, May). 
 
Dates for finalisation of Agendas and Minutes of Committee Meetings were not discussed and will be 
proposed by the Chair to the Committee out-of-session. 
 
2015-07-ACT5: Lucas to  

 email proposed dates of Section Committee Meetings to Sam Newton, Margaret McMahon and Section Committee 
Members 



 post proposed dates of Section Committee Meetings to the NZAC – Australia Section Facebook Page 

 set Facebook Events for proposed dates of Section Committee Meetings on the NZAC – Australia Section – 
Committee Facebook Group 

by 1st August 2015 
 

c. Communications 
i. That the Committee discuss the intended purpose and, where necessary, vote 

on acceptance of the newly established  
1. NZAC – Australia Section Facebook Group 
2. NZAC – Australia Section – Committee Facebook Group 

as accompaniments to the existing NZAC – Australia Section Facebook Page 
 

2015-07-DEC3: The Committee discussed and approved implementation of the abovestated Facebook Groups. 
 
2015-07-ACT6: Lucas to request  

 an initial list of current members of the Australia Section 

 forwarding of an updated list of current members of the Australia Section at bimonthly intervals 
from National Office by 1st August 2015 
 
2015-07-ACT7: Lucas and Shaun to send invitations to join the NZAC – Australia Section Facebook Group to 
current members of the Australia Section by 1st September 2015 
 
2015-07-ACT8: Lucas and Shaun to revise membership of the NZAC – Australia Section Facebook Group at 
bimonthly intervals, based on an updated list of members received from National Office 

 
ii. That the Committee discuss and affirm additional accepted modes of 

communication with regard to the NZAC – Australia Section 
 

Lucas related that 

 the Club were in the final stages of implementation of a new Wordpress-based website that 
offered additional facility beyond that provided by the current website 

 he had established Facebook Group email address-aligned Google+ accounts for the broader 
Section and Committee and suggested discussing transition to these for management of the 
Section’s Google- and Dropbox-related capability with Matt prior to the next Section Committee 
Meeting.   

 
2015-07-DEC4: The Committee agreed to this approach. 
 
2015-07-ACT9: Lucas to discuss and action transition to Facebook Group email address-aligned Google+ accounts 
with Matt by 7th August 2015 

 
iii. That the Committee discuss and affirm means of utilising these and other 

approved modes of communication in promoting, respectively facilitating 
access to advantages offered by membership of the Club within Australia 

 
This item was not discussed and will be deferred to the next Section Committee Meeting, pending 
receipt of advice from National Office. 

 
d. Events 

i. That the Committee discuss and, where necessary, vote on the benefit or 
otherwise of facilitation of regular local meetings of the Section at specific 
locations within Australia 

 
2015-07-DEC5: The Committee agreed to the hosting of regular informal meetings at nominated climbing centres in 
Newcastle, Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne on the third Tuesday of every second month (July, September, November, 
January, March, May), with, respectively, Brent, Shaun, Lucas and Josh to act as initial facilitators and hosts of these 
meetings. 
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2015-07-ACT10: Nic to  

 come into contact with Sydney-based Club Members to determine whether meetings advertised on the Australia 
Section subsite of the NZAC website are still taking place, and if so, how the Section may be able to integrate into 
and exploit this existing opportunity 

 email his findings to Lucas and Shaun 
by 7th August 2015 
 
2015-07-ACT11: Lucas to come into contact with Brent, Shaun and Josh and affirm venues and details of these local 
meetings, then arrange for this information to be communicated to Australia Section Members via email, the NZAC – 
Australia Section Facebook Page and NZAC – Australia Section Facebook Group 
by 15th August 2015 

 
ii. That the Committee discuss and affirm an approach to establishment of an 

NZAC - Australia Section Events Calendar that ensures effective 
consideration, risk identification and mitigation, documentation, approval, 
promotion and execution of events (trips and other activities) facilitated by the 
Section for the 2015-2016 financial year 

 
2015-07-DEC6: It was agreed that the NZAC – Australia Section Facebook Group and the aforementioned local 
meetings provided a valid and valuable opportunity for discussing, organising and proposing both private and Club-
approved events, and for proposing transition of a private event into a Club-approved event, but that the latter would only 
be considered formally-approved once 

 necessary documentation had been completed, reviewed and approved by the Section and/or Club and 

 the event had been formally published within the Section and Club’s Event Calendars, as published on the NZAC 
– Australia Section Facebook Page and the NZAC website. 

 
iii. That the Committee agree on an assignment of roles, action items and 

timelines with regard to establishment and execution of this Events Calendar 
 

2015-07-DEC7: The Committee agreed to allow the Chair to propose roles, action items and timelines for consideration 
out-of-session. 

 
e. Any other matters 

 
2015-07-DEC8: The Committee discussed and affirmed responses to questions proposed by Sefton Priestley with regard 
to establishment and management of the Australia Section subsite of the new NZAC website, as outlined below: 
 

1. Do you have someone you would like to nominate as the section web contact person? If so, what is their contact email? 

Primary contact: Lucas Foxton, lucas.foxton@foxton.net.au 
Secondary contact: Shaun Tsang, loyal2nz@yahoo.co.nz 

2. Which of the following options do you think you would like to take regarding the setup of your section page? You can 
always change how much control you want over editing the page once it is launched: 

In the first instance: 

b. We would like to update the information and/or create some new content (words/photos) for 
the section page, please send us a template to fill in and then create the new page for us to 
check 

then 

c. We would like to have control of the page in Wordpress, and we have someone who knows 
what they are doing – please send them information about the design components available.  

3. Finally, do you have any questions that you would like answered at this stage? 
 
No. 
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6. Meeting closed – 10.10 pm 


