
In this month’s newsletter, Sooji Clarkson reports on yet another trip up 
Ngauruhoe, Michael Donovan puts all the questions about his Arapiles trip to rest 
and reminds everyone that Kawakawa Bay on Labour Weekend is ‘mandatory’. 

 

Section AGM! Be there! 
This month’s social get together is waived in light of our AGM with pizza at 7:00pm 

on Wednesday 12th October at Little George 
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Click on ALPINE CENTRAL above to 
follow a link to the section website.  

It has recent trip reports, upcoming 
event details, an archive of past 
newsletters and more! 

 

 

 

ALPINE CENTRAL on Facebook is a 
hub for members to network and 
share photos and information.  

Click LIKE to receive updates from 
the page on your newsfeed 

 

 

 

Have an event that you want to promote or review, a trip 
report or any section or club news? Get in touch with 
Michael Donovan, or post something directly to the 
Section’s Slack channel #newsletter. 

https://www.facebook.com/alpinecentral
http://www.alpinecentral.org.nz/
http://www.alpinecentral.org.nz/
http://www.alpinecentral.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/alpinecentral


After multiple cancelled attempts, we finally had the 
weather gods on our side for the 10-11th of September.  
We were joined at Mangatepopo Hut late on Saturday 
afternoon by several other groups, which brought the 
hut to capacity. Some of the guys had learnt very well 
from Snowcraft and brought plenty of red wine - 
excellent when you have an early start and need to 
somehow make yourself fall asleep early in the evening! 

We set off at 3am in perfect conditions, still and with 
clear skies. The previous few days’ weather left us with 
quite varied patches of snow, rain crust and exposed 
rocks. After a gorgeous red-orange sunrise, we took a bit 
of a peek around the crater, then had sneaky stop for 
second breakfast while enjoying the perfect visibility all 
the way out past Mt Taranaki. 

After having the scenery to ourselves all morning it was 
a bit of a surprise to descend into the Mangatepopo 
Valley and find ourselves suddenly in a crowd of 150+ 
being guided over the Tongariro Crossing…..! 

Next time: bring the skis! 

Public Service Announcements 

Mt Ngauruhoe 

by Sooji Clarkson 

ABOVE AND BELOW: Climbing through the dawn 

Bayleys Road Crag Closure: 
Bayleys Road Crag, Wharepapa South is closed until further notice. The CNI Section of 
NZAC is negotiating the future of the crag with respect to recent changes in liability 
law. 

Pakeho Crag Closure: 
As of November, Pakeho Crag will be closed to the public. The new owners have made 
the decision due to conflict with their own tourism operators. 

 

 



Mt Arapiles is one of my many homes. Two of us had 
decided back in March, while rather tipsy at Kawakawa 
Bay, that we’d head over for my 4th trip and his 2nd to 
the mecca of South Hemisphere trad climbing. Of 
course we aren’t always that keen to climb together so 
we set about recruiting, with 6 of us eventually 
meeting one morning at Melbourne Airport; soon 
joined by another Kiwi, two Australians, a 
Singaporean, a Turk and two Norwegians at Arapiles 
itself. This was going to be a trip of a lifetime. 

We all spent the first week ticking (and for some of us 
repeating) the classics; Tiptoe Ridge (5), Introductory 
Route (5), Spiral Staircase (8), Bard (12), Lamplighter 
(14) … You get the point, we climbed a lot of mega classic 
pitches. Well except for the Norwegians, they were 
focused on Punks in the Gym (32), with alternating days 
away at the Taipan Wall, Grampians on The Groove 
Train (33).  

The second week came and I decided it was time I up the 
ante and start ticking some things off my tick list. First 
off was putting my first ever Arapiles sandbag, Swinging 
(17) to rest. There’s proof in the awe inspiring nature of 
Arapiles climbing that you can travel all that way (with a 
massive trad rack), and have to finish off a sport project 
so many grades below your supposed limit. And not 
even be sure you can climb it. 

Next up was Tannin (19). Which spanked me. So I sulked. 

I eventually came around and trusty old Rafael gave me the 
courage to try Trinity Wall (21). I’d been told a few stories 
which didn’t help my confidence on the on sight attempt, 
and with ever increasing pump I lost my mojo yet again. I 
ended up having to successively fall and aid my way back 
across to the belay, too pumped from the attempt to ‘back’ 
(note not ‘down’) climb it respectably. 

Rafael then had yet another ‘brilliant idea’, Birdman of 
Alcatraz (23). Both the Norwegians had sent it just the day 
before and I had top roped it to clean the gear. 

 

   

Mt Arapiles - Victoria 

by Michael Donovan 

ABOVE: Caleb Esselbrugge knowing if he falls he’ll be taking 
a long swing back into some hard sandstone. 

BELOW LEFT: Gaining the weakness yet again right before 
another fall. 

BELOW RIGHT: Henning Wang working Punks in the Gym. 



What started as a random ‘let’s have a go’ quickly turned 
into nearly a week of projecting; I would wake up, sulk about 
until someone finally guilt tripped me, fall once or twice, 
belay them for a bit, photograph Henning on Punks (see 
above), make another attempt and then return to camp, 
eat, drink and sleep ready for the next day. On what turned 
out to be my second to last attempt, I fell badly right at the 
end of the sustained section and ripped my #4 Camalot, 
destroying a trigger wire. Of course, later that night drunk 
Donovan logic made a connection; I was nearly always 
pumping out around the #4, I had survived ripping it, so why 
was I even bothering. Why not just ditch it and rely on the 
rather lower #2 to protect me from the ground fall? With 
time running out Sober Donovan couldn’t fault the logic so I 
did exactly that; ran it out and cruised to the top. 

Of course while I was becoming somewhat obsessive with 
Birdman, everyone else got psyched to start pushing their 
limit and by the time we had left everyone had lead at least 
around their limit if not pushed their limit a few grades 
harder. Which is no mean feat with Arapiles stiff grades. 

 

  

RIGHT: Maud Tissink showing the boys how it’s done in  
the Squeeze Test. 

BELOW: Danielle Evans (hesitantly) learning the art of multi-pitching far above the Wimmera Plains 



Committee Contacts 
Position Name Email Phone 

Section Chairman Mike Greer chairperson@alpinecentral.org.nz 021 619 564  

Snowcraft 
Coordinator 

Ray Long snowcraft@alpinecentral.org.nz 027 461 8336  

Treasurer Marcus Bai treasurer@alpinecentral.org.nz 027 305 4533  

Gear Hire Dennis Sanders gearhire@alpinecentral.org.nz 021 130 2245  

Banff Coordinator Marcus Daws banff@alpinecentral.org.nz 021 262 7549  

Newsletter Michael Donovan mrdonovan@outlook.com 021 023 91332 

Committee Lars Brabyn larsb@waikato.ac.nz 07 855 8344 
 

 

Trip Dates 

     

   

Kawakawa Bay 22nd to 24th October 2016: 
It’s Labour Weekend and you are thinking of been somewhere other than Kawakawa Bay? Valid 
climbing excuses allowed for so far include Castle Hill, Mt Arapiles, Yosemite, Font, Dolomites, 
Squamish, Patagonia and Alaska. Valid life excuses as per usual rules include your 
Sisters/Mothers/Grandmothers wedding/birthday/funeral. No your own wedding doesn’t count as 
an excuse. Attendance is expected by all if lacking an authorised excuse. Talk to Michael Donovan 

South Island 26th December 2016 to 10th February 2017: 
I’m heading to the South Island for just over a month leaving Boxing Day. I have an epic schedule 
planned and if you are looking at Paynes Ford, Charleston, Arthurs Pass, Castle Hill, Wanaka or the 
Darrans, get in touch. You must know who with by now. There are a lot of people quite keen on at 
least a part of this trip, so even if you don’t like climbing with me (reasonable excuse), there’ll be 
others around. 

So Far So Good by Craig Potton - $49.99 

In 1980, pre-eminent New Zealand landscape 
photographer Craig Potton completed a three-month 
traverse of the Southern Alps, an extended tramping and 
mountaineering trip that began near Milford Sound in 
Fiordland and finished in Nelson Lakes National Park. 

Now, over 35 years later, Craig Potton recounts the 
experience in So Far, So Good. In part this is the story of 
four friends embarking on a youthful adventure, dealing 
with all the challenges of rough terrain and wild weather 
that travelling in the mountains presents. 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/so-far-so-good/ 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/so-far-so-good/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have an event that you want to promote or review, a trip 
report or any section or club news? Get in touch with 
Michael Donovan, or post something directly to the 
Section’s Slack channel #newsletter. 

Hand-Printed Limited Edition Freda du Faur Poems - 
$120.00 

Freda Du Faur (born in Australia, 1882–1935) was the first 
woman to climb Aoraki-Mt Cook (1910). The ascent made 
in six hours broke the record at the time. Together with 
guides Peter Graham and Darby Thompson she also 
accomplished the first Grand Traverse of all three peaks of 
Aoraki-Mt Cook. This climb is still regarded as an arduous 
and daring feat. 

Freda defied convention bivouacing unchaperoned over-
night with male guides. She rejected the social constraints 
around dress, designing her own climbing apparel with 
comfort and safety in mind. Her climbing achievements 
demolished the notion that high altitude climbing was out 
of bounds for women, making it easier for women 
mountaineers who followed in her wake. 

Poet Rhian Gallagher has written this work in response to 
Freda’s four seasons climbing in the Southern Alps and in 
response to the extraordinary environment of the Alps 
themselves. 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/so-far-so-good/ 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/so-far-so-good/
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