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December 13th - Writing About Climbing Is Not The Same’’, Paul Hersey

Dunedin author and climber Paul Hersey will talk about the many failures (and 

few successes) he has had in the mountains, as well as the opportunities they 

have provided him with. He will talk about his latest expedition to Nepal and his 

latest books ‘To The Mountains’ and ‘New Zealand’s Great Walks' (and will 

have copies for sale).

February 14th - TBC

Uprising
Newsletter of the Canterbury/Westland section, New Zealand Alpine Club

December 2018

Contributions are more than welcome. Please send to 

nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com by the 20th of each month. Thanks!

Cover: Caleb Jennings on a frozen Hooker Lake, looking up at Aoraki/Mt Cook
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Writing About Climbing Is Not The Same

Dunedin author and climber Paul Hersey will talk about the many 

failures (and few successes) he has had in the mountains, as well 

as the opportunities they have provided him with. He will talk 

about his latest expedition to Nepal and his latest books ‘To The 

Mountains’ and ‘New Zealand’s Great Walks' (and will have 

copies for sale).

13th December: Paul Hersey

Location: Oxford Baptist Terrace Church



5th December – Guest Speaker

Patagonia: Place of climbing dreams - First Ascent of 

Torre Egger

Jim Donini on Latok I, the Holy Grail of Alpinism 

Oxford Street Baptist Church

Admission $5.00

Contact Geoff Gabites for more information 

geoff@cyclejourneys.co.nz

029 2310 434

In December 1976 Jim Donini, John Bragg and Jay Wilson arrived at the

end of the road in Patagonia (El Chalten did not yet exist) to attempt

unclimbed Torre Egger. The next day a raucous group of Kiwi’s arrived with

the same intention...and the race was on.
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The CMC expedition of Pete Gough,

John Stanton, Hugh Logan, Tim

Wethey, Daryll Thomson and Mike

Franklin was boosted by adding Bill

Denz, Phil Herron and Murray Judge.

Sadly this expedition ended with the

death of Phil Herron.

Donini, Bragg and Wilson however

stayed on and completed an

outstanding ascent of Torre Egger via

the Col of Conquest and then to the

summit, providing ‘proof’ that Maestri

had been unlikely to have climbed

Cerro Torre previously by this route.

mailto:geoff@cyclejourneys.co.nz
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5th December – Guest Speaker cont.

Thus started a long career of stunning Alpine and Himalayian ascents by

Donini across the hard mountains of the world. In 1978, Donini, along with

Michael Kennedy, Jeff Lowe and George Lowe came within 100m of the

summit of Latok 1 in the Karakorums via the outstanding North Ridge. With

14 days food, this audacious alpine style ascent stretched to 26 days

through storms and extreme climbing, only to fail short of the summit when

Jeff Lowe collapsed.

40 years after, with numerous attempts by some of the worlds best climbers,

no party had reached within 300m of their high point. This year however a

party of three succeeded where many had failed, paying homage to the

brilliance of the near success back in 1978.

Jim Donini is coming to NZ and Christchurch and has agreed to hosting two

talks covering these two trips. With many first ascents and an active

involvement in the heady days of Yosemite breakthrough routes of the 70’s

and 80’s, Jim is well placed to reflect on where alpine climbing is heading.

As President of the AAC 2006 – 2009, he has also played his part in setting

new directions for the Club.



Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing, cycling 

or otherwise, contact Clayton Garbes at nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com 

Mid-week mountaineering

The mid-week group are mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod 

up a few peaks, usually on Wednesdays, weather permitting. Most of the trips are 

not technical climbing but scrambling at a fairly relaxed pace. If you are interested 

in joining us, please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0079 or 

email pat@slingshot.co.nz

Mid Week Rock Climbing

A new and exciting format from September (day light savings start) onwards.

Instead of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to offer people a 

choice of two nights each week, which will vary depending on who is looking after 

the group. We believe this will give people of all abilities more opportunities to get 

out climbing.

A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid week group;

• Helmets are compulsory when climbing and belaying (if you don’t have a helmet, 

please source one or talk to the climbing co-ordinator and they will try and have 

one available). 

• For those new to climbing and belaying, we can assist in this so please ask if you 

are not sure. 

• Two top rope kits (each with a rope, biners and slings) are available each week 

for the person in charge to use rather than their own equipment and for those 

climbers who don’t want to lead but top rope instead.

Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm onwards, outdoors during 

daylight savings hours, or indoors in winter, or if the weather is no good. 

We also welcome and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on a 

roster basis rather than relying on the same people every week having to look after 

the climbing group so please contact Clayton if you are able to help out (it’s not too 

difficult!).

If you would like to attend and are on the google climbing group already, we will 

email out at the start of the week with which nights we are running climbing and who 

is in charge and their contact details. If you would like to be on the group list, please 

email Clayton on claytongarbes@hotmail.com , or text on 0274461562. All welcome, 

including non members.

Upcoming club trips and events
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Upcoming club trips and events

Ladies Traditional Lead Climbing Course

Saturday 8thth Dec and Sunday 9th Dec 2018

For NZAC members only  - cost $150.

This is a weekend course at Rapaki rock in Christchurch for women only. It is run by 

qualified female instructors and designed for those who have lead on bolts outside 

(sport lead climbed) and wish to progress to traditional (trad) lead climbing (placing 

gear on lead).

The course will also be suitable for beginner trad climbers or those who haven’t 

climbed much recently, and are looking for a refresher.

This course will cover equipment, technique, balance and movement on rock, trad lead 

climbing and placing gear, construction of traditional anchors and transition at the 

anchor station. 

It is not suitable for beginners and at a minimum you must know how to lead belay 

(without a gri gri) and abseil, as these two compulsory requirements will not be taught 

on this course – NO EXCEPTIONS.

You must be able to provide at a minimum, a harness, rock shoes and prussik’s and 

the Canterbury / Westland section of NZAC can provide all other equipment necessary 

on a first come basis (a gear list will be provided).

Non NZAC members are welcome to apply and a registration form will be sent out at 

which time, when returning the registration form you must be a current NZAC member 

and proof of this will be required.

There is a limit of 8 students on this course so it will strictly be the first 8 NZAC 

members who will be guaranteed a spot so don’t miss out !

Please contact Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com with your full 

name, phone number, membership details if current and outlining a brief history about 

yourself, your climbing experience and what you would like to get out of the course.
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Tasman Glacier Climbing Camp Boxing Day - New Years Eve

The Upper Tasman Glacier is home to some of the most impressive summits in the

Mount Cook National Park. Peaks such as Elie de Beaumont, Malte Brun, The

Minarets and De La Beche line either side of the Tasman Valley and provide excellent

climbing opportunities for those who venture to its upper reaches.

The plan on this climbing camp will be to maximise the weather window available and

fly in and fly out of the head of the Tasman Glacier. Therefore, we ask that all climbers

interested allow for departure/return dates spanning both weekends. Sleeping

arrangements will involve staying in alpine huts and bivvying.

Numbers for this climbing trip are limited with all climbers required to pay flight costs of

approximately $300 per person.

All climbers interested must have sound NZ mountaineering skills such as experience

with glacier travel, building snow anchors and a solid crampon/ice axe technique.

If interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com

Upcoming club trips and events
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Malcolm Peak 2,512m (Grade 2) 1-6 January

Malcolm Peak is one of the most impressive summits at the head of the Rakaia River

catchment. The plan on this trip will be to approach via Erewhon Station, travelling up

the Clyde River before camping on McCoy Col for an attempt on the summit. If whether

permits we may descend via the Garden of Allah/Garden of Eden. Further details will

be provided closer to the time.

All climbers interested must have sound NZ mountaineering skills such as experience

with glacier travel, building snow anchors and a solid crampon/ice axe technique.

If interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com



10

Upcoming club trips and events

Queenstown Rock, Ice & Boulders Guidebook Launch

Right in time for summer, we are pleased to announce the release of the

Queenstown Rock, Ice and Boulders guidebook from NZAC. To celebrate

this release after two years of updating effort by author, Guillaume Charton,

we invite you to attend the Book Launch for this publication in Queenstown

on Friday, 14 December at Altitude Brewing Tap Room (827 Frankton Rd)

from 5pm onwards.

The launch will feature speakers, including detailed updates from the author

and presentations about climbing in Queenstown. With over 250 pages,

Queenstown Rock, Ice and Boulders is the ultimate climber's bible to

Queenstown, featuring thorough information about every crag around the

Wakatipu and with more than 750 climbs and almost 200 ice and mixed

routes.

It also contains a new, in-depth bouldering chapter, with more than 400

boulder problems not included in the previous edition.

NZAC website link: https://alpineclub.org.nz/queenstown-rock-ice-boulders-

guidebook-launch/

Facebook event link: https://www.facebook.com/events/360809361344230/

https://alpineclub.org.nz/queenstown-rock-ice-boulders-guidebook-launch/
https://www.facebook.com/events/360809361344230/
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Global Rock and Ice Climbing Festivals: All in one place…
The UIAA has recently launched a global calendar for international ice climbing

competitions and rock and ice climbing festivals, for events organised by the UIAA, its

member federations and partners or entirely independent meetings. This new UIAA

calendar is designed to provide climbers with details about events taking place near

them, or near where they may be travelling.

https://www.theuiaa.org/ice-climbing/global-rock-and-ice-climbing-competitions-and-

festivals-all-in-one-place/

2019 International Youth Ice Climbing Camp in Guillestre, Hautes 

Alpes
Registration is now open for the 2019 edition of the annual UIAA Global Youth Series 

Ice Climbing Camp in Guillestre. The main goal of this youth ice climbing camp is to 

learn and practice many forms of ice climbing: one pitch, or routes with many pitches. 

Dates 24 February-2 March 2019. These events are a great opportunity to meet a 

varied group of young climbers from home and abroad and make new friends, as well 

as exchange climbing techniques.

https://www.theuiaa.org/youth/2019-international-youth-ice-climbing-camp-in-guillestre/

Notices

https://www.theuiaa.org/ice-climbing/global-rock-and-ice-climbing-competitions-and-festivals-all-in-one-place/
https://www.theuiaa.org/youth/2019-international-youth-ice-climbing-camp-in-guillestre/
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Notices

A magnificent illustrated history of New Zealand's

mountain tourism industry

Edited by Peter Alsop, Dave Bamford and Lee

Davidson

This lavish book explores the story behind the

promotion of New Zealand’s mountains through

posters, advertisements, hand-coloured photos

and more. It explains how the country built its

reputation as an alpine playground and, alongside,

how mountains became central to belonging to

Aotearoa. More details on following page

NZAC High Alpine Skills course registration open 

Our highly sought after High Alpine Skills courses for the summer of 2018/19

registrations are now open. These courses are for members who have taken part in

an Intermediate Snowcraft Course with the NZAC or similar organisation, and have

embedded their skills with further alpine climbing trips. If you are wanting to upskill

and get into the big mountains of Aoraki Mt Cook and Westland Tai Poutini National

Parks, these courses are a fantastic gateway to increase your knowledge and skills.

They fill up fast so be in quick to secure your place.

More info: https://alpineclub.org.nz/aboutcourses/hasc/

Consolidated Index to The Himalayan Journal 

Vol. 1-73 (1929-2018)

This download has kindly been provided by The

Himalayan Club and is in PDF format with 206

pages total.

While this download is free, we ask that a

donation is considered. This would go towards

helping us to fund other download work,

ensuring this information base continues to grow.

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/consolidated-

index-to-the-himalayan-journal-vol-1-73-1929-

2018/

https://alpineclub.org.nz/aboutcourses/hasc/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/consolidated-index-to-the-himalayan-journal-vol-1-73-1929-2018/
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Prime minister launches ‘Hillary’s Antarctica’ book

The Antarctic Heritage Trust was delighted that the New Zealand Prime

Minister Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern officially launched a new book ‘Hillary’s

Antarctica’ at New Zealand’s Parliament in late October.

‘Hillary’s Antarctica’ is the first book to fully document and celebrate Sir

Edmund Hillary and his team’s contribution to Antarctic history. Written by

Antarctic Heritage Trust’s Executive Director Nigel Watson, it is illustrated with

renowned photographer Jane Ussher's stunning images, plus historic photos

and never-before-seen ephemera and diary entries.
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Notices

Available from: https://www.fishpond.co.nz/Books/Hillarys-Antarctica-by-Nigel-

Watson-Nigel-Watson-Jane-Ussher/9781760633578

https://www.fishpond.co.nz/Books/Hillarys-Antarctica-by-Nigel-Watson-Nigel-Watson-Jane-Ussher/9781760633578
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Volunteer Hut Wardens – North Canterbury and Mahannui – Summer 

2018-19

The Department of Conservation North Canterbury and Mahannui District Offices

are offering volunteer hut warden positions for seven huts during this coming

summer from the beginning of December until the end of February.

These huts include the Packhorse, Otamatua, Carrington, Hawdon, Hamilton, 

Anne and Christopher huts.

They are especially looking for experienced trampers to act in this roles. These

positions will be advertised on the DOC website shortly but they wanted to give

members of tramping clubs and other partners advance notice of these positions

being available.

A detailed factsheet is included at the end of this newsletter. For anyone who is

interested in any of these positions or wants more information please contact the

relevant volunteer hut warden coordinator listed on the factsheet or Alex Foulkes

(afoulkes@doc.govt.nz) .
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Notices

Art Exhibition by Barry Smith –

Darfield Basin 

Barry Smith is a NZAC member from

CNI section. He is taking part in an

exhibition of his prints at the Darfield

Selwyn Gallery over the month of

February 2019.

An opening will take place on the

evening of Friday 1stFeb between 6

and 7pm. He would like to welcome

any C/W Section members to view his

prints (woodcuts, etchings and solar

prints – framed and unframed) at the

opening or any time during the month

of February.

The works feature the upper Waimak –

and other backcountry themes. The

Gallery is on the way to or from the

mountains!

mailto:afoulkes@doc.govt.nz




Trip guidelines

An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. If you're thinking of joining or organising a trip, 

here are some guidelines on what to expect. 

Check out the NZAC Trips page https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/ for resources to assist 

you with planning a section trip.

Responsibilities of a Trip Participant 

• You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any situation, let your trip 

organiser know straight away. 

• Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear) 

• Make sure you are as fit and healthy as possible. 

• Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required of you. Obtain a relevant 

map and know where you are going, the terrain, what gear you will need, and how to use it.  

• Be honest to your Trip Organiser about how much experience you have.

• If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know as soon as possible so 

that another person can take your place. 

• Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the Trip Organiser.

Responsibilities of a Trip organiser

• Trips should be fun for everyone. They are not very hard to organise and can be very rewarding. 

Choose a mountain, peak, hill, traverse, route, crag, or whatever and get out there and meet some keen 

club members! 

• You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but you should aim to empower 

every group member with enough knowledge to make their own informed decisions about the proposed 

trip both before, and during the trip. 

• Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group members an idea of the 

amount of effort required.

• Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and group fitness and 

experience. 

• Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up.

• Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have them understand, sign and 

return it to you in advance of the trip. 

• Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone know how much they should 

expect to pay for transport costs.

• Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible individual. 

• If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you (with the help of the group) 

to find a safe solution where possible.

• Give priority to NZAC members 

• Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section Newsletter.

Benefits for NZAC members

NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers. 

You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership.
To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit

https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
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Name: Caleb Jennings

http://deaths.press.co.nz/obituaries/the-press-nz/obituary.aspx?n=caleb-jennings

Joined: 24/1/2018 (prior memberships 2012-2014 and 2015-2016)

Section: Canterbury/Westland

Member Type: Full

Member number: 11191/30673326

Date of Birth:  18/8/1987

Deceased: 26/10/2018 (31yr)

Name: Martin Hess

Passed away on Mt Hicks, with Wolfgang Maier https://www.odt.co.nz/news/national/guides-killed-

avalanche-named

Joined: 21/2/2018 (prior memberships 2001-2011, 2015-2016)

Section: Otago

Member Type: Full

Member number: 6537/30669654

Date of Birth:  18/10/1968

Deceased: 31/10/2018 (50yr)

Name: Peter Hicks

https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/108593827/Much-loved-Wellington-ICU-doctor-

Peter-Hicks-dies-during-Mt-Cook-camping-trip

Joined: 1/11/2018 (had just joined with his partner)

Section: Wellington

Member Type: Full – Family membership

Member number: 48401740

Date of Birth:  02/04/1961

Deceased: 12/11/2018 (57yr)

Section Library
Section Library Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the National Office library
you can actually borrow the books in the Section library? Every section meeting I will bring a good selection
of the hundreds of books in the library, along with the DVDs.

The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online here: http://bit.ly/CWLibrary (Note: There is a
list of DVDs on the second tab of the spreadsheet). If you would like to borrow a book or DVD then please
email me and we’ll sort something out.

Library policies are pretty flexible –

• You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow
• Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be expected to be returned

within 1 month.
• DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks.

When you are ready to return a book, email John Roper-Lindsay - Librarian , john@roperlindsay.com, or 
call/text 021 395513

NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways.

1. Return them to next Section meeting.

2. Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for C/W library.

3. Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office on 1st floor in Lane Neave building at 141 Cambridge Tce, 
marked for “Yvonne”.

4. Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way

NZAC Deceased Members
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Facebook page

http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933

Section Library 

http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Section Contacts

Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club

Chairperson

Jim Petersen

64 22 620 0619

cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Secretary

Ashlee Peeters

ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz

Events

Adam Humphries

027 200 4760

adam.b.humphries@gmail.com

Accommodation Committee Rep. 

Philip Tree 

Philip.tree@taitradio.com

Instruction Coordinator

Clayton Garbes

027 4461562   

nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com

Recreational advocacy

Lindsay Main 

Lindsay.main@caverock.net.nz

Trips Coordinator

Maike Chan

2maike.chan@gmail.com

Online Coordinator 

Shannon van Til

shannonvantil@gmail.com 

Treasurer

John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Arthur’s Pass Lodge

John Henson

027 4714075  

hensonj@xtra.co.nz

Rock Climbing Coordinator

Clayton Garbes

027 4461562 

claytongarbes@hotmail.com 

Section Evenings

No one at the moment!

National Committee Rep. 

Yvonne Pfluger

027 6004679 

yvonne.pfluger@boffamiskell.co.nz

Newsletter

Helen Liley

0212096757 

nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com

Library

John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Crag Maintenance

Grant Piper

021 711300  

grant.piper66@gmail.co

http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in being a volunteer hut warden. We appreciate you 

taking the time to help us over the busy summer time; hut and campsite wardens 

are invaluable in ensuring everything runs smoothly and visitors get the most out 

of their backcountry experience.  

Is this you?   

We’re looking for hut wardens in our busiest huts in Arthur’s Pass National Park, St James 
Conservation Area and Banks Peninsula. Single people or couples /friends are welcome to apply.  
Wardens are required from the beginning of December until the end of February.   
 
You will need to be an experienced tramper (river-crossing skills essential) with a reasonable 
knowledge of the area. You will also need to be self-reliant and most importantly, enjoy relating 
to other trampers / recreationists.  A current first-aid certificate would be an advantage. 
 
There will be some key responsibilities each day, but you will have plenty of time to explore and 
enjoy the area as well.  Where DOC staff are also working in the area, we will try to coordinate 
with the hut warden coordinators for you to join staff on various programmes if interested.  
 

Basic duties include welcoming visitors; checking hut passes / tickets, passing on information to 
trampers, hut cleaning and minor hut maintenance.  
 

You will need 

• A good level of fitness as an experienced tramper such as being able to carry a heavy pack 
4-6 hours 

• The ability able to relate to range of people in a friendly manner and be fluent in English  

• To provide your own food and tramping equipment, including warm waterproof clothing 
and boots  

• To get yourself to/from Arthur’s Pass, Hanmer, Port Hills, Lyttleton or Kaituna Valley 
before and after the hut warden period  

 

We will supply 

Volunteer hut wardens 
in the North Canterbury, Arthur’s Pass and Banks 

Peninsula areas 

Summer 2018/19 
 



 

 

 

• PLB (personal locator beacon) for some locations 

• Basic first aid kit, including ear plugs! 

• Map and relevant guides / brochures 

• Identification badge  

• Radio training 

• Induction/training for the position (this may be done by e-mail or phone) 

• Support while you are in the field – regular scheduled radio calls for weather 
updates/intentions 

• Accommodation, but note that only five of the huts have separate warden quarters  

• Small float for hut fees and receipt book 

Hut warden opportunities   

Hut warden opportunities generally range from one week to three weeks depending on your 
availability and location preference.  The Packhorse and Ōtamahua Hut will accept shorter 
stays.  It will be easier to find you a position if you can be fairly flexible on the application 
form. 
 
The huts below are selected because they are the busiest over summer.  If you prefer another 
hut not listed, please let us know and we may be able to accommodate you.  
 
 
 

Hut  Location Features Access 
 

 
Packhorse Hut 

 

 
Banks Peninsula. 
Access from the 
Kaituna Valley end off 
SH 75 
This is part of the Te 
Ara Pātaka walkway. 
 
 
 

 
9 bunks, serviced, 
Separate warden’s 
quarters, 
Handheld radio 
provided 

 
1-3 hour walk. For 
longer stays (1 week 
+) supplies might be 
transported to the 
hut if compatible 
with DOC work 
programme.  
 
Minimum stay 2 
nights by 
negotiation, week-
long stay desirable 
 

 
Ōtamahua Hut 

 
Quail Island – 
Lyttleton Harbour 
Access via Lyttelton 
Harbour by taking the 
Black Cat ferry to 
Ōtamahua/Quail 
Island. 

 
 

 
12 bunks,serviced, 
Separate warden’s 
quarters. 
Handheld radio 
provided, and area 
has cell phone 
reception 

 
Five minute walk 
from the jetty to the 
Caretaker’s Cottage, 
Ōtamahua/Quail 
Island Hut. 
 
 

 
Carrington 

 
Arthur’s Pass 
National Park  

 
36 bunks, 
serviced, 

 
5-hour tramp (14km) 
following the 



 

 

 

 

Up the Waimakariri 
River valley (accessed 
from Klondyke 
Corner).  

Hut radio Waimakariri River to 
its headwaters. 
Some deep river 
crossing required.  
 
 
 

 
Hawdon Hut 

 

 
Arthur’s Pass 
National Park 
 Up the Hawdon River 
valley (accessed from 
Mt White bridge).  
 
 
 

 
20 bunks, 
serviced, 
Hut radio, 
Separate warden’s 
quarters   

 
3-hour tramp (9km) 
following the 
Hawdon River.  
Requires some river 
crossings. 

 
Hamilton Hut 

 

 
Craigieburn Forest 
Park  
Half way along the 
Cass-Lagoon saddle 
route. 

 
20 bunks, 
serviced, 
Hut radio 

 
6-7 hour tramp (12 
km) over the Cass 
Saddle, also some 
river crossings. 4WD 
option along part of 
the track can be 
arranged through 
DOC for hut 
wardens. 

 
Anne Hut 

 

 
St James 
Conservation Area 
Approx ½ way along 
the St James 
Walkway  
 
 
 
 
 

 
20 bunks, 
serviced, 
Hut radio,  
Separate warden’s 
quarters  
 

 
Hut wardens will 
need to be driven to 
Anne Hut as it is 30 
km walk to SH7. 
Prefer wardens to 
stay at least a week 
at the hut.  

 
Christopher Hut 

 

 
St James 
Conservation Area 
Approx ¼ way along 
St James Walkway 

 
14 bunks, serviced 
Separate warden’s 
quarters  
 
 

 
9-10 hour walk from 
Lewis Pass, or 
access from east 
side of the Waiau 
River. Wardens 
could be driven in 
for stays of at least 
one week.  

 

All serviced huts have: mattresses, water supply, toilets, hand washing facilities and heating 
with fuel available.  Use of radios will be covered in the induction. 
 

http://intranet/ircimages/cd226/Repository/226-014R.jpg
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/canterbury/places/st-james-conservation-area/things-to-do/huts/christopher-hut/


 

 

 

DOC will also be undertaking their great-spotted kiwi, orange-fronted parakeet and predator 
monitoring programmes in the Hawdon and/or Poulter valleys over summer.  If you are 
interested in volunteering for these programmes in conjunction with hut wardening we’d love 
to hear from you.  As this would require additional training, we would prefer people to be 
able to commit to at minimum of two hut warden stints (can be different weeks).  
 
The area surrounding the Packhorse Hut will have a trapping programme in place. If you 
would like to help us by monitoring some of this network, then we are happy to provide you 
with the training necessary to conduct this. Any training you require will be covered off in the 
induction. 

What happens next?  

If this sounds like you, please complete the application form and e-mail or post it to us. We 
will contact you to discuss options and send you more information.   
 
Before you start your position, you may need to attend an introduction to DOC and the 
position, plus radio training and a health and safety briefing (if new to wardening in this area).   

Thank you for your interest. 

 
For further information please contact:  
 

For St James Conservation Area placements: 
Tim Brady 
Recreation Ranger 
North Canterbury District Office 
03 313 0820 
tbrady@doc.govt.nz   

 

For the Packhorse Hut and Quail Island 
placements: 

Vanessa Mander 
Community Ranger 
Mahaanui District Office 
0275 711 865 
vmander@doc.govt.nz 

 

For Arthur’s Pass placements: 
Helen Nugteren 
Visitor Centre Ranger  
Artur’s Pass 
03 318 9211 
hnugteren@doc.govt.nz  
 

For overall co-ordinator contact: 
Alex Foulkes 
Community Senior Ranger  
North Canterbury District Office 
03 313 0820 
afoulkes@doc.govt.nz 
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