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Location: Cashmere Club, 50 Colombo Street 

Time: Drinks from 7.30 pm, talks start at 8:00 pm sharp 

 

February 8th – Paul Knott – climbing in the Western Kokshaal-Too range on the 

border between Kyrgyzstan and China 

Speaking as a proponent for overseas expeditions and exploration, I will talk about 

exploratory climbing in the Western Kokshaal-Too range on the border between 

Kyrgyzstan and China - mostly about my trip in 2015 with Vaughan Snowdon, when 

we made the first ascent of a remote 5602m summit right on the border. I will draw 

some contrasts between the experience we had in 2015 and my prior visits in 1990, 

2001 and 2005. Perhaps surprisingly given the extent to which Kyrgyzstan is on 

climbers’ radar these days, in 2015 we had to work a lot harder to reach base camp, 

and met fewer people (none, in fact) 
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Contributions are more than welcome. Please send to 

nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com by the 20th of each month. Thanks! 

Cover: the drive in over high plateau country, with peaks of the better-known western 

part of the Kokshaal-Too range behind.Photo: Pual Knott 



Sometime February/March – Mt Franklin/Phipps-Temple traverse - There will be 

no official dates set as will be weather depending so if you have some flexibility and 

the right skill level for either or both trips please contact Jake 

on jakedownie@gmail.com to express an interest . 

 

2nd-4th March Banks Peninsula Rock Meet- Please contact Grant Piper 

grant.piper66@gmail.com or 021 711 300. For further details see page 8. 

 

16th to 18th March - Dunedin Rock Climbing Meet -please contact Clayton on 

nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com  

 

25th March- Castle Hill Peak via Ghost Creek –Please contact Penny for an 

expression of interest and further details on pennyawebster@gmail.com 

 

30th March – 2nd April - Barker Hut Climbing Camp Easter Weekend-  If 

interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com 

 

Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing, 

cycling or otherwise, contact Clayton Garbes at 

nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com  

 

Mid Week Rock Climbing 
A new and exciting format from September (day light savings start) onwards. 

Instead of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to offer people a choice of two nights each 

week and the nights will vary depending on who is looking after the group. We believe by doing this 

instead of the old system, it will give people more opportunities to get out climbing and we welcome 

people of all abilities from beginners to experts.  

A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid week group – helmets are compulsory when 

climbing and belaying (if you don’t have a helmet, please source one or talk to the climbing co-ordinator 

and they will try and have one available). Also, for those new to climbing and not sure on how to belay, we 

can assist in this so please ask if you are not sure. We now also have available, two top rope kits (each with 

a rope, biners and slings), and these will be available each week for the person in charge to use rather than 

their own equipment and for those climbers who don’t want to lead but top rope instead. 

Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm onwards (depending on the person in charge on the 

night), outdoors if fine and during daylight savings hours or indoors if the weather is no good and outside 

of daylight savings hours.  

We also welcome and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on a roster basis rather than 

relying on the same people every week having to look after the climbing group so please contact Clayton if 

you are able to help out (it’s not too much of a difficult task to look after things and we can run through 

what is required). 

If you are keen to attend and are on the google climbing group already, we will email out at the start of the 

week with which nights we are running climbing and who is in charge and their contact details. If you 

would like to be on the group list, please email Clayton on claytongarbes@hotmail.com or by texting on 

0274461562. All welcome, including non members. 
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Mt Franklin and Phipps-Temple traverse (sometime feb/march) 
 

Jake Downie is planning on leading a couple of trips in the February / March months. 

Objectives ( weather and conditions permitting ), will be Mt Franklin and the Temple 

to Phipps traverse ( both in Arthurs Pass ). There will be no official dates set as will be 

weather depending so if you have some flexibility and the right skill level for either or 

both trips please contact Jake on jakedownie@gmail.com to express an interest, 

 

Dunedin Rock Climbing Meet -16th to 18th March 

 

Our annual, popular climbing meet , based at Long Beach and open to all abilities, 

aged 16 upwards, with trad and sport climbs from grade 12 as well as bouldering , and 

non NZAC members most welcome but all attending must be able to meet the 

following as this is an organised meet: 

The cost for the weekend is $30 ( cash only – pay before going ), and this will cover 

two nights tenting at the Long Beach Community Hall, use of all the hall facilities from 

Friday through to mid afternoon Sunday ( full kitchen  / utensils / cooking and eating 

equipment, tea, coffee, milk and sugar ,dining area, three toilets and hand basins but 

NO showers – the beach is 5 mins walk for a dip ) and a bar b que on the Saturday 

night ( vegetarian and gluten free option if requested but please provide all other food 

yourself for the weekend ). A registration form will be required to be completed  and 

this must be returned printed off along with the $30 cash, NO LATER than Tuesday 

13th March – PLEASE NO NOT ASK FOR ANY OTHER OPTION OF PAYING as it’s 

a pain having check the bank for up to 30 transactions. Those that do not wish to tent at 

the Community Hall, participate in the bar b que on the Saturday night and generally 

socialise with the group – you don’t have to, instead – PLEASE ARRANGE YOUR 

OWN WEEKEND another time thanks. Individuals registering only  - we want you to 

bring your friends along but everyone must CONTACT ME DIRECT  ( not others 

applying on behalf of others as the registration form has emergency contact details on 

it that I will need from everyone ). The same with the car pooling, if you are travelling 

with others that register  - please let me know so It’s less work for me organising rides 

for those that need it. 

HELMETS are compulsory when climbing and belaying – ask if short of equipment. 

There will be opportunities to travel down first thing Friday morning to get an extra 

half a day’s climbing and allow for the 5 hour five hour drive to get to Long Beach, and 

this might also give an opportunity to pick up supplies on the way as there is no shop in 

Long Beach and it’s a 10 min drive back up over the hill to Port Chalmers for the 

supermarket. 
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WEATHER - those who procrastinate over the weather – a Dunedin forecast for rain 

does not necessary mean it will be the same for Long Beach as it has its own little 

micro climate so unless it’s a weather bomb over the entire South Island, we will be 

going and in the past six years of the meet, we have only had one day rained off. 

In order to help you and me with what you want to do on the weekend and what time 

you can leave , car pool, if you need climbing partners, borrow equipment or want to 

climb at a particular place such as Mihiwaka for all trad, Mapoutahi for sport, Long 

Beach for everything including bouldering or Lovers Leap for the more adventuress 

and experienced, please give me as many details upon first contact then I will send a 

registration form out. 

Please contact Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com  

 

Castle Hill Peak via Ghost Creek – 25th March 

 

Penny Webster will be leading what she calls  ' a good training / fitness trip' to Castle 

Hill Peak, via Ghost Creek on Sunday 25th March. This is a tramp with a 1300m ascent 

and a long scree run to finish so moderate to good fitness will be required. Please 

contact Penny for an expression of interest and further details 

on pennyawebster@gmail.com 

 

Unwin Meet -30th March-2nd April 

 

The traditional 'Unwin Easter Meet' will be on once again on the weekend of Friday 

30th March to Monday 2nd April. There will be a range of activities on the weekend 

and individuals can make their own trip or just relax over the weekend. Further details 

will be provided in the March section newsletter but in the mean time, if attending, 

pencil it in your diary and make direct contact with Simon or Pip at Unwin to book a 

bunk before it is full. 

 

Barker Hut Climbing Camp Easter Weekend- 30th March – 2nd April 

 

Over the Easter weekend a climbing camp is planned at Barker Hut. At the headwaters 

of the White River, Barker Hut provides excellent access to the highest summits in 

Arthurs Pass National Park with mountains such as Murchison, Davie, Harper, 

Wakeman and Speight close by. The plan will be to leave Christchurch on Good Friday 

morning and return home on the evening of Easter Monday. This is a perfect trip for 

newcomers to the Alpine Club to build on the skills they have or even for those 

more experienced climbers who are looking to stretch the legs in the mountains over a 

long weekend. Those interested must have experience using an ice and crampons and 

must be current NZAC members. All welcome. 

If interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com 
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Tent Peak 

 -James Thornton 

On a Friday after work Allan Brent  

and I wandered into Cameron Hut to  

a balmy summers’ evening. Allan had 

forgotten his drink bottle, which was  

rather dire given the behaviour of  

the old mercury. Luckily, a couple of  

fortress stainless steel screw  

containers were lying about  

the hut, making for a mineral infused 

drink bottle alternative. After a  

blustery night we set forth at an  

uncommonly civilised hour for the  

sport, and made our way up towards  

Peg Col, before veering left and scrambling up the east face. The rock wasn’t halfway 

bad, and for those so inclined, the steeper country seemed to comprise fairly solid 

looking red tinged rock. We were back at the hut for a light lunch before ambling back 

off down valley, stopping frequently to take on board coolants on what was a real 

scorcher of a day. 

Commencing the descent off Tent, looking west to Tower, Upham and Jagged.  

Photo: Allan Brent 

Allan enjoying a swig of Fortress mineral water. 

Photo: James Thornton 
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Section Evening Organiser 
 

The section needs someone to organise monthly section evenings. If you’re keen, 

contact Jim, our chairperson, at cw.chairperson@gmail.com. 

 

50 Year Veterans 

 

In the new year the following members became 50 year veterans: 

 

Ian Jowett [Auckland] 

Geoff Cumming [Australia] 

Don Church [Canterbury/Westland] 

Patricia Prendergast [Canterbury/Westland] 

Keith (Limbo) Thompson [Canterbury/Westland] 

Colin Monteath [Canterbury/Westland] 

C Wayne McIlwraith [Overseas] 

Warwick Williams [Overseas] 

Trevorn Woodrow [Southland] 

Lynette White [Taranaki] 

John Keys [Wellington] 

Kerry Anne Popplewell [Wellington] 

Robert Rowlands [Wellington] 

 

Reminder! 

 

Some miscreants left the door and windows open at the NZAC Arthur’s Pass lodge. 

Please ensure doors and windows are shut upon departure. Thank you. 

 

Alpine shelter expertise sought! 
 

I am a Sherpa from Khumbu and have graduated from Lincoln University from New 

Zealand in Parks and Recreation in 1986. I have been exploring to build a series of 

mountain shelters in the Mount Everest Region where the trekkers are trekking the 

Khumbu Three Passes. I am in midst of developing proposals to Nepal Mountaineering 

Association (www.nepalmountaineering.org).  Since there are lot of casualties, injuries 

and accidents happened in the mountains due to lack of shelters on top, I felt is 
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important to build a shelters at least three mountain passes. Unlike the shelter 

systems in New Zealand with sleeping bunks, with meal and hut wardens, 

those are just the shelters that is primarily only to scape from 

mountain hazards such as snow storms, windstorm, avalanche and means of 

mountain hazards while trekking.  If you have any organizations who might 

be interested in providing some technical and financial support would also be 

very useful and important. This is our websites: thepartnersnepal.org. 

  

Ang Rita Sherpa 
The Partners Nepal 

Email: angrita@mountain.org 

 

Taranaki Section Climbing Meet 
 

Come and join the Taranaki Section for a climbing meet late February 

We will be staying at Manganui Lodge, which is a great base to climb from. Whether it 

is summer mountaineering up the East Ridge or rock climbing in the Organ Pipe 

Valley, it is all within a short walk from the Lodge. 

Friday evening 23th-25th February 

Stratford Mountain Club’s Manganui Lodge 

$60 per person for Accommodation and food 

Saturday breakfast/dinner and Sunday breakfast provided 

 

Limited to 30 people 

 

Contact Phill Davies ascent.phill@gmail. com to book your spot or if you have  any 

questions. 

 

Information sought regarding early ascent of Malte Brun 
-David Minifie 

I am looking for any climbing information about my grandmother Marion Minifie. 

In her obituary in the Timaru Herald, 29 April 1969 it is stated that ‘Mrs Minifie was a 

keen tramper and climber and was one of the first women to climb Malte Brun in 1900. 

As the party was running late it was necessary to spend the night at the Ball Hut and to 

allay any fears for the safety of the party a message was sent to the Hermitage by 

carrier pigeon.’ 

As far as I can find, the first ascent of Malte Brun by a woman was by Freda Du Faur 

was in January 1911 so my grandmother’s must have been later. I would be grateful for 

any further information. 

If you have any information get in contact with David Minifie at  

david@minifie.co.nz 
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Crag work 
 

Grant Piper would like to deploy a reequip party at Farm Park early April (just after 

Easter) to re-equip 10 climbs plus Replace all sub-standard lower offs, seeing how far 

20 lower offs get. 

6-10 people required, with abseiling access skill useful. 

Bombs Away at Lyttleton. Construct a small platform to create a less damaging start to 

the climb + rebolt. 

Repair Lower offs at the Yeah Right Wall. 

Contact Grant at Grant.Piper66@gmail.com if your keen. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Canterbury / Westland Section Gear Hire 

(For NZAC Members only) 

The C/W Section has a good range of equipment available to be hired to members. 

Section trips and instruction will take priority but members are more than welcome to 

hire on private trips and for other people on those trips (members or non members ). 

All equipment hired is on a cash only basis with a receipt provided and must be paid 

when picking up (please don’t ask to pay online or after the completion of the trip – no $ 

up front, no hire, no exceptions!). 

Equipment must be returned within 24 hours of completion of hire period or by 

arrangement, otherwise an additional ‘late return’ fee may incur. 

All equipment hired must be returned in a clean and undamaged state and the hirer is 

responsible for any loss or damage and may be required to cover any repair or 

replacement costs. 

Bulk hire or for extended hire periods will get a discount on the daily rate of $10 per day 

per item and $5 each extra day (for all items unless stated). 

Equipment List 

Plastic and rigid leather mountaineering boots (20 pair of limited sizes). 

Crampons (9 pair – fully adjustable). 

Walking ice axes (9 of various lengths). 

Technical ice axes and hammers (5 pair of various kinds). 

Avalanche kits (12 sets of Pieps DSP sport transceivers/shovels and probes). 

Snow shoes (2 pair). 

EPIRB (1 x emergency locator beacon). 

Alpine ropes (6 x 50 metre dry – NZAC courses only not private hire). 

Helmets (6 of various models). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day. 

Harnesses (3 of various sizes). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day. 

Snow stakes (8 with mid clip wire). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day. 

Ice screws (12 x various BD and Petzl). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day. 

Trad gear – various sizes of cams, hexes and nuts (NZAC courses only not private hire). 

Price on quantity. 

Petrol drill (provide own fuel) 

. 

To arrange hire contact is by two options only – text only on 0274461562 for quickest 

reply or email nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com for evening reply. 

Flexible times are available to hire gear but most evenings from Sunday to Thursday 

only (please do not contact ‘last minute’ on a Friday expecting to pick up gear the same 
day). 20 



 

Trip guidelines 
An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. Many members will have had their first alpine 

experiences on club trips. And many will also have organised trips, helping other members enjoy our alpine 

environment. If you're thinking of joining or organising a trip, here are some guidelines on what to expect. 

Responsibilities of a Trip Participant 

•     You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any situation it is up to you to let your 

Trip organiser know straight away. 

•     Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear) as determined by the Trip organiser. 

•     Make sure you are as fit and healthy as possible. 

•     Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required of you to achieve those goals. 

Obtain a relevant map and know where you are going, what type of terrain is involved, what gear you will 

need and the knowledge of how to use it. 

•     Be honest to your Trip Organiser about how much experience you have and accept that the Trip Organiser 

might not accept you on the trip if he/she thinks you are not experienced enough. 

•     Get in contact with the Trip Organiser as soon as you are confident that you want to go on the trip. 

• If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know as soon as possible so that 

another person can take your place. 

•     Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the Trip Organiser. 

Responsibilities of a Trip organiser 

• Trips should be fun for everyone. They are not very hard to organise and can be very rewarding. Choose a 

mountain, peak, hill, traverse, route, crag, or whatever and get out there and meet some keen club members! 

•     You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but you should aim to empower every 

group member with enough knowledge to make their own informed decisions about the proposed trip both 

before and during the trip. 

•     Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group members an idea of the amount of 

effort required to achieve the stated goal 

•     Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and group fitness and experience. 

•     Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up so that everyone is prepared. 

• Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have them understand, sign and return 

it to you in advance of the trip. 

•     Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone know how much they should expect 

to pay for transport costs (petrol, wear and tear). 

• Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible individual. The intentions should 

include a latest return time/date which would trigger a search initiated by the responsible individual(s) and 

involving the relevant authorities (Police, SAR, etc). 

•     If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you (with the help of the group) to 

find a safe solution where possible. This may involve everyone turning around. 

•     Give priority to NZAC members 

•     Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section Newsletter. 

Benefits for NZAC members 
 

NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers. 

You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership. 

To see full terms and  conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership 

Cactus 
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Section Library 
Section Library Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the 

National Office library you can actually borrow the books in the Section library? 

Every section meeting I will bring a good selection of the hundreds of books in the 

library, along with the DVDs. 

The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online 

here: http://bit.ly/CWLibrary (Note: There is a list of DVDs on the second tab of the 

spreadsheet). If you would like to borrow a book or DVD then please email me and 

we’ll sort something out. 

Library policies are pretty flexible – 

·      You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow 

·      Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be 

expected to be returned within 1 month. 

·      DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks. 

When you are ready to return a book, email me. 

John Roper-Lindsay - Librarian , john@roperlindsay.com, 021 395513 

NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways. 

1)     Return them to next Section meeting. 

2)     Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for 

C/W library. 

3)     Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office at 4 Hazeldean Road (near Hagley Park, 

just off Lincoln Road), marked for “Yvonne”. 

4)     Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way 

 

NZAC Deceased Members 

http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary


Facebook page 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933 

 

 
Section Library 

http://bit.ly/CWLibrary 

 

 
Section Contacts 

Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club 

Chairperson 

Jim Petersen 

64 22 620 0619  

cw.chairperson@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Ashlee Peeters 

ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz 

 

Events 

Adam Humphries 

027 200 4760 

adam.b.humphries@gmail.com 

 

Accommodation Committee Rep.  

Philip Tree  

Philip.tree@taitradio.com 

 

Instruction Coordinator 

Clayton Garbes 

027 4461562    

nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com 

 

Recreational advocacy 

Lindsay Main  

Lindsay.main@caverock.net.nz 

 

Trips Coordinator 

Currently vacant but contact  

Clayton in the meantime 

nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com 

 

Online Coordinator  

Shannon van Til  

shannonvantil@gmail.com  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Treasurer 

John Roper-Lindsay 
john@roperlindsay.com 

 

Arthur’s Pass Lodge 

John Henson 

027 4714075   

hensonj@xtra.co.nz 

 

Rock Climbing Coordinator 

Clayton Garbes 

027 4461562  

claytongarbes@hotmail.com  

   

Section Evenings 

No one at the moment! 

 

National Committee Rep.  

Yvonne Pfluger  

027 6004679  

yvonne.pfluger@boffamiskell.co.nz 

 

Newsletter 

James Thornton 

0272608924  

nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

Library 

John Roper-Lindsay 
john@roperlindsay.com 

 

Crag Maintenance 

Grant Piper 

021 711300   

grant.piper66@gmail.co 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 


