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Location: Baptist Church,  286 Oxford Terrace 

Time: Doors open 7.30 pm, talks start at 8:00 pm sharp 

 

May 10th – Kester Brown, Greg Jack & Sefton Priestly – will talk about recent 

developments in big rock routes in the Darrans. 

 

June - Banff Mountain Film Festival - Screenings will be Thursday 7th, Friday  

8th and Saturday 9th June. There are two different programs, red/blue.Tickets on Sale 

now and can be found at Macpac Tower Junction, The Roxx / YMCA Adventure 

Centre, or Bivouac Outdoor or online at https://banff.nz/ 
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Contributions are more than welcome. Please send to 

nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com by the 20th of each month. Thanks! 

Cover: Climber scaling  a very steep cliff. Photo: Sefton Priestly 
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Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing, 

cycling or otherwise, contact Clayton Garbes at 

nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com  

 

13th May - Navigation Course - For a registration form and gear list, please contact 

Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com no later than Monday 7th May.  

 

20th  July (evening seminar) and Saturday 21st or Sunday 22nd (in the field 

Avalanche Awareness for Trampers and Climbers -) - For a registration form, 

equipment list and any further information please contact Clayton on 

nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com, giving your full details, membership number 

 

August 4th - Avalanche Awareness Course for Skiers - If interested, please email 

Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com , including some details about 

yourself and skiing ability. 

 

7th September (evening and 8th-9th - Intermediate ( Snow 2 ) Course - Please 

contact Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com with some back ground 

information on yourself, experience level, where you live and NZAC members details 

 

29th September to 7th October - Tasman Glacier Spring Climbing Camp -If 

interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com 

 
Mid-week mountaineering 

The mid-week group are mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod up a few peaks, 

usually on Wednesdays, weather permitting.  Most of the trips are not technical climbing but scrambling at 

a fairly relaxed pace.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0079 or 

email   pat@slingshot.co.nz 

 
Mid Week Rock Climbing 
A new and exciting format from September (day light savings start) onwards. 

Instead of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to offer people a choice of two nights each week and the nights will 

vary depending on who is looking after the group. We believe by doing this instead of the old system, it will give people more 

opportunities to get out climbing and we welcome people of all abilities from beginners to experts.  

A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid week group – helmets are compulsory when climbing and belaying (if you 

don’t have a helmet, please source one or talk to the climbing co-ordinator and they will try and have one available). Also, for those 

new to climbing and not sure on how to belay, we can assist in this so please ask if you are not sure. We now also have available, two 

top rope kits (each with a rope, biners and slings), and these will be available each week for the person in charge to use rather than 

their own equipment and for those climbers who don’t want to lead but top rope instead. 

Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm onwards (depending on the person in charge on the night), outdoors if fine 

and during daylight savings hours or indoors if the weather is no good and outside of daylight savings hours.  

We also welcome and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on a roster basis rather than relying on the same people 

every week having to look after the climbing group so please contact Clayton if you are able to help out (it’s not too much of a 

difficult task to look after things and we can run through what is required). 

If you are keen to attend and are on the google climbing group already, we will email out at the start of the week with which nights 

we are running climbing and who is in charge and their contact details. If you would like to be on the group list, please email Clayton 

on claytongarbes@hotmail.com or by texting on 0274461562. All welcome, including non members. 
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Navigation Course - Date and Time: Sunday 13th May, 8.30am to 

4.30pm 
 

Location: Port Hills in Christchurch. 

Cost: $25. 

 

This will be a full day course based on the Port Hills and will 

run in all weather conditions. 

This course is a NZAC member’s only course, open to those 

aged 16 and above ( non members can apply but it’s a first 

come basis so must be signed up as a member within 7 days 

of the registration form being sent out, after this period it 

will be on a first come, first member basis ). 

The course will cover the following: 

• Map and compass use. 

• Pacing. 

• Terrain selection and identification. 

• Route finding. 

• Triangulation. 

The use of GPS will NOT be taught on this course. 

For a registration form and gear list, please contact Clayton 

on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com no later than 

Monday 7th May ( if spots still available by then as limited 

to 12 students maximum ). 

 

Avalanche Awareness for Trampers and Climbers - Friday 20th  July 

(evening seminar) and Saturday 21st or Sunday 22nd (in the field) 
 

FOR CURRENT NZAC MEMBERS ONLY 

PLEASE NOTE – This is NOT a weekend course, instead, you get to choose one of the 

two days above (on a first in and registered basis)  plus the 2 hour (COMPULSORY 

TO ATTEND) evening seminar on the Friday evening. 

This one evening and one day course outlines the basics of the avalanche phenomenon 

and sets people up for further learning and to be a safer member of a group travelling 

in winter terrain. 

 

What will be Taught: 

• Avalanche equipment and its use. 

• Trip planning. 

• Terrain choice and navigation. 

• Small party rescue. 
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When and Where: 

Friday 20th July (evening seminar, doors open 6pm for a 6.15pm SHARP start), at 

NZAC HQ, Unit 6 / 6 Raycroft Street in Opawa and Saturday 21st or Sunday 22nd July 

( first in get to choose and you may have to have flexibility for both days if the course 

fills up as limited spaces on each day ), and a full day in the field, 8.30am to 4.30pm at 

Mt Cheeseman Skifield (meeting at the car park before the 8.30am start time). 

  

Course Cost (For current NZAC members only upon registering). 

$100 will cover the evening seminar, day in the field at Mt Cheeseman, additional 

course paperwork, free use of avalanche kit (transceiver / shovel and probe). 

Car pooling from Christchurch is encouraged and those wishing to do this can arrange 

with fellow students at the conclusion of the Friday evening seminar. 

At a minimum, you MUST KNOW how to use an ice axe and crampons – NO 

EXCEPTIONS (proof of this will be required upon applying – please give your 

experience level). 

For a registration form, equipment list and any further information please contact 

Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com, giving your full details, 

membership number etc and DO NOT apply on behalf of others – all attending must 

apply themselves. 

 

Avalanche Awareness Course for Skiers - August 4th 
 

Expressions of interest are being sought for those members who might be interested in 

a one evening (seminar) and one day (in the field), Avalanche awareness course for 

skiers. 

The dates pencilled in are Friday 3rd August (compulsory evening seminar) and 

Saturday 4th August. 

The cost for this NZAC members only course would be $100 and limited to 6 s 

students only. 

If interested, please email Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com , 

including some details about yourself and skiing ability. 

 

Intermediate (Snow 2  Course - September 7th (Evening ) 8th and 9th 

 
This course, to be held at Arthurs Pass, is not for beginners and at a minimum you 

must have attended a Snow One or equivalent course or be an experienced alpine 

tramper with sound ice axe and crampon use who is looking to progressing to climbing 

on steeper mountain terrain and experience with belaying a lead climber when rock 

climbing. 

WHAT WILL BE TAUGHT: 

Snow anchors and construction, natural rock anchors (bollards and threads), pitch 

climbing techniques, steep snow climbing, escaping the system. 
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WHAT WILL NOT BE TAUGHT: 

Glacier travel, crevasse rescue, avalanche awareness, lead belaying. 

WHAT IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND: 

Current NZAC members only upon the return or the completed registration form. 

Knowledge of avalanche awareness, equipment and its use. 

Know how to lead belay (not with a gri gri). 

Good fitness level 

Knowledge of knots ( list provided with course registration details ). 

Payment of the course fee of $375  must be made within 7 days of return of 

registration form and confirmed when deposited so it can be checked. 

This course is only for members  who can car pool from Christchurch on the Friday 

evening, leaving 5pm at the latest as the course starts at 7pm SHARP in Arthurs Pass. 

What the course fee WILL cover: 

Friday night accommodation at NZAC Arthurs Pass Lodge, Saturday evening meal, 

accommodation, 2 x lunch and 1 x breakfast at Temple Basin Ski Field, equipment 

highlighted if requested, two days instruction by an experienced guide and 

instructors(please provide Friday evening meal and Saturday morning breakfast as well 

as snack food and drinks). FUEL reimbursements to drivers must be made by the 

students who are car pooling. 

If attending from outside of Christchurch – you must source all your own equipment 

(apart from team gear) and guarantee it is correct  - GET IT CHECKED IF UNSURE ! 

The course has a maximum of 8 students  and is on a first come, members only basis 

and your spot is only guaranteed upon payment and registration. There is NO 

REFUND if you withdraw from the course without sufficient time to find a 

replacement for your spot. 

Please contact Clayton on nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com with some back 

ground information on yourself, experience level, where you live and NZAC members 

details (the more you answer in one inquiry, the less email tag and more chance you 

will get a spot!). 
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Tasman Glacier Spring Climbing Camp 29th September – 7th October 

 
The Upper Tasman Glacier is home to some of the most impressive summits in the 

Mount Cook National Park. Peaks such as Elie de Beaumont, Malte Brun, The 

Minarets and De La Beche line either side of the Tasman Valley and provide excellent 

climbing opportunities for those who venture to its upper reaches. 

The plan on the Spring Climbing Camp will be to maximise the weather window 

available and fly in and fly out of the head of the Tasman Glacier. Therefore, we ask 

that all climbers interested allow for departure/return dates spanning both weekends. 

Sleeping arrangements will involve staying in alpine huts and bivvying. 

Numbers for this climbing trip are limited with all climbers required to pay flight costs 

of approximately $300 per person. 

All climbers interested must be NZAC members. Also climbers should have sound NZ 

mountaineering skills such as experience with glacier travel, building snow anchors 

and a solid crampon/ice axe technique. 

If interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com 

mailto:buckmatthews73@gmail.com


Easter Weekend Trip to Mt Murchison 
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Easter weekend saw a group of 8 keen climbers join together in an NZAC 

outing to Mt Murchison in Arthurs Pass National Park.  

  

The octet met on Easter Saturday at an undisclosed rendezvous point in 

Lincoln in which, group leader Matt laid down the three clear objectives for the 

weekend ahead. Firstly safety, secondly enjoyment ,then thirdly, if all the stars 

aligned, maybe the party would get a chance to  climb Mt Murchison, the 

highest peak in the National Park. 

  

With the game plan laid out the team piled into the team bus, a 7 seater van 

driven by Lucie, also known as ‘Crash’ by her friends in her native Switzerland. 

Seat belts were nervously checked and refastened by the climbers as Lucie 

spent much of the 2 hour journey moving in a horizontal plain rather than a 

forward trajectory as is customary according to the NZ Road Code.  

  

With military precision the team van screeched to a halt at Bealey Bridge at the 

predetermined 1.30pm arrival time. The crew, like a crack commando group 

bailed out of the team van then begun to organise themselves. However, the 

team were missing their 8th team member Katherine. Unfortunately, she was 

confused with her geographic orientations and waited on the true left side of 

the river until a weird looking individual, who shall remain nameless, came 

sprinting across the bridge in his gaiters and climbing boots redirecting her to 

the car park on the true right of the river where the rest of the crew were ready 

for departure. 

  

Once together the group readied their packs for the journey ahead, however it 

was clear than Hanno took the prize for the lightest traveller. While most of the 

group were sporting 60-80L backpacks with many of the creature comforts for 

the journey, Hanno’s 20L day-pack had the physical characteristics of a hipster 

manbag, however somehow just enough room for all the bare essentials 

without the need for any luxury items such as food or water or a spare set of 

clothes. 

  

The group was in awe of Hanno’s minimalist approach to the mountains as 

they headed for Carrington Hut. On cue, the rain clouds receded up the valley 

to leave the party dry over the 4 hour walk to the hut where they took the last 8 

bunks before the no vacancy sign went up over the crowded alpine lodge. 
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Over dinner much confusion reigned over daylight saving which was to take 

effect that night. If the group wanted to leave at 3.30am what time should the 

alarm be set? Thankfully John brought some sense to the quarrelling group as 

he introduced three new phrases to the alpine lexicon, ‘today time’, ‘yesterday 

time’ and ‘tomorrow time’. To the uninitiated this may have sounded ultra-

confusing, however to the close-nit team it brought some common 

understanding as they got up on time for the journey up the White River. No 

sooner had the party left the hut that Matt led the group into the freezing waist 

deep waters of the White River. Claiming that it was a short-cut the group 

followed, however Magda wasn’t having a bar of it. Determined not to get her 

boots or trousers wet she looked for the shallowest point of the river then 

crossed it ‘Euro style’ - bare foot and semi naked. This was clearly an 

unconventional approach to crossing a river however somehow, she managed 

to get across the river and out again before the rest of the party joined her. 

The walk up to Barker Hut went without a hitch as Dan laid down the marker as 

the would-be fittest climber on show. Coming fresh from training for Godzone, 

the multi sport guru routinely decided to boulder hop rather than follow the well 

trodden path, this proved a good tactic as the group drafted in his wake to get 

to Barker Hut on time at 8.30am ….. (today time). 

  

After a gear drop the group continued upwards towards a White Glacier in 

shocking condition. An impenetrable series of crevasses and slots spread 

across the central section of the glacier with persistent rock fall cascading 

down from the summit ridge. After closer inspection James pointed out that it 

was a doubtful summit in such conditions while other climbers chose more 

colourful language to describe the late season alpine environment before them. 

Taking stock of this the group had lunch then headed back down to Carrington 

Hut for another noisy night in the crowded hut.  

  

The following morning the group walked back down the Waimakariri with the 

journey being broken up by a compulsory impromptu air guitar session ordered 

by Hanno. The one-time Steel Panther groupie posed for a series of shots as 

the rest of the group supported the showman as they strummed vigorously on 

their ice axes behind him. All told the NZAC club trip away was a huge 

success. Sure, Mt Murchison was not conquered on this occasion, however the 

party enjoyed the outing, made life-long friendships and had a fabulous time 

away in the mountains. 
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Banff - Save the Date 

 

NZAC is again excited to be bringing the  

Banff Centre Mountain Film Festival World  

Tour to Christchurch. We have a great lineup  

of films coming together, including a local  

one! "Waters of the Greenstone" is about the  

world’s oldest adventure race, The  

Kathmandu  

Coast to Coast. 

Screenings will be Thursday 7th, Friday  

8th and  

Saturday 9th June. Put one or more of these dates in your diary now. Programme and 

ticketing details to follow soon. 

 

For more details visit: https://banff.nz/ 
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Dirtbag – The Legend of Fred Beckey 

 

To celebrate the life of a climbing legend the Canty/Westland section will be screening 

Dirtbag- The Legend of Fred Beckey - July 12th – Middleton Grange theatre. Details on 

tickets sales to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer opportunity- NZAC Youth Climbing Camp – Volunteer NZOIA Rock 

Level 2 Qualified Instructors needed!  

 

Held over 8 days each summer this great youth programme needs some awesome 

volunteers to ensure the succession of the camp for our future generations. Educate the 

climbing youth of today at some of NZ’s iconic crags! Read the 2015 Instructor report 

by John Entwisle https://alpineclub.org.nz/nzac-youth-climbing-camp-2015/ and check 

out the Camp Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-National-Youth-

Climbing-Camp-1607362462824826/ Contact ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz to express 

your interest. 

  

NZAC Ice Climbing and Ski-touring instruction courses are open for registration- 

more details: 

 

Ski Touring: https://alpineclub.org.nz/skiing-touring/courses/ 

Ice Climbing: https://alpineclub.org.nz/…/leading-on-technical-ice-course/ 
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Canterbury / Westland Section Gear Hire 

(For NZAC Members only) 

The C/W Section has a good range of equipment available to be hired to members. 

Section trips and instruction will take priority but members are more than welcome to 

hire on private trips and for other people on those trips (members or non members ). 

All equipment hired is on a cash only basis with a receipt provided and must be paid 

when picking up (please don’t ask to pay online or after the completion of the trip – no $ 

up front, no hire, no exceptions!). 

Equipment must be returned within 24 hours of completion of hire period or by 

arrangement, otherwise an additional ‘late return’ fee may incur. 

All equipment hired must be returned in a clean and undamaged state and the hirer is 

responsible for any loss or damage and may be required to cover any repair or 

replacement costs. 

Bulk hire or for extended hire periods will get a discount on the daily rate of $10 per day 

per item and $5 each extra day (for all items unless stated). 

Equipment List 

Plastic and rigid leather mountaineering boots (20 pair of limited sizes). 

Crampons (9 pair – fully adjustable). 

Walking ice axes (9 of various lengths). 

Technical ice axes and hammers (5 pair of various kinds). 

Avalanche kits (12 sets of Pieps DSP sport transceivers/shovels and probes). 

Snow shoes (2 pair). 

EPIRB (1 x emergency locator beacon). 

Alpine ropes (6 x 50 metre dry – NZAC courses only not private hire). 

Helmets (6 of various models). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day. 

Harnesses (3 of various sizes). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day. 

Snow stakes (8 with mid clip wire). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day. 

Ice screws (12 x various BD and Petzl). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day. 

Trad gear – various sizes of cams, hexes and nuts (NZAC courses only not private hire). 

Price on quantity. 

Petrol drill (provide own fuel) 

. 

To arrange hire contact is by two options only – text only on 0274461562 for quickest 

reply or email nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com for evening reply. 

Flexible times are available to hire gear but most evenings from Sunday to Thursday 

only (please do not contact ‘last minute’ on a Friday expecting to pick up gear the same 
day). 20 



 

Trip guidelines 
An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. Many members will have had their first alpine experiences on club 

trips. And many will also have organised trips, helping other members enjoy our alpine environment. If you're thinking of 

joining or organising a trip, here are some guidelines on what to expect. Check out the NZAC Trips 

page  https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/  for resources to assist you with planning a section trip.” 

Responsibilities of a Trip Participant 

•     You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any situation it is up to you to let your 

Trip organiser know straight away. 

•     Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear) as determined by the Trip organiser. 

•     Make sure you are as fit and healthy as possible. 

•     Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required of you to achieve those goals. 

Obtain a relevant map and know where you are going, what type of terrain is involved, what gear you will need and the 

knowledge of how to use it. 

•     Be honest to your Trip Organiser about how much experience you have and accept that the Trip Organiser 

might not accept you on the trip if he/she thinks you are not experienced enough. 

•     Get in contact with the Trip Organiser as soon as you are confident that you want to go on the trip. 

• If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know as soon as possible so that another person can 

take your place. 

•     Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the Trip Organiser. 

Responsibilities of a Trip organiser 

• Trips should be fun for everyone. They are not very hard to organise and can be very rewarding. Choose a mountain, peak, hill, 

traverse, route, crag, or whatever and get out there and meet some keen club members! 

•     You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but you should aim to empower every 

group member with enough knowledge to make their own informed decisions about the proposed trip both before and during 

the trip. 

•     Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group members an idea of the amount of 

effort required to achieve the stated goal 

•     Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and group fitness and experience. 

•     Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up so that everyone is prepared. 

• Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have them understand, sign and return it to you in advance 

of the trip. 

•     Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone know how much they should expect 

to pay for transport costs (petrol, wear and tear). 

• Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible individual. The intentions should include a latest 

return time/date which would trigger a search initiated by the responsible individual(s) and involving the relevant authorities 

(Police, SAR, etc). 

•     If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you (with the help of the group) to 

find a safe solution where possible. This may involve everyone turning around. 

•     Give priority to NZAC members 

•     Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section Newsletter. 

Benefits for NZAC members 

 

NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers. 

You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership. 

To see full terms and  conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership 

Cactus 
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Section Library 
Section Library Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the 

National Office library you can actually borrow the books in the Section library? 

Every section meeting I will bring a good selection of the hundreds of books in the 

library, along with the DVDs. 

The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online 

here: http://bit.ly/CWLibrary (Note: There is a list of DVDs on the second tab of the 

spreadsheet). If you would like to borrow a book or DVD then please email me and 

we’ll sort something out. 

Library policies are pretty flexible – 

·      You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow 

·      Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be 

expected to be returned within 1 month. 

·      DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks. 

When you are ready to return a book, email me. 

John Roper-Lindsay - Librarian , john@roperlindsay.com, 021 395513 

NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways. 

1)     Return them to next Section meeting. 

2)     Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for 

C/W library. 

3)     Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office at 4 Hazeldean Road (near Hagley Park, 

just off Lincoln Road), marked for “Yvonne”. 

4)     Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way 

 

NZAC Deceased Members 
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Facebook page 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933 

 

 
Section Library 

http://bit.ly/CWLibrary 

 

 
Section Contacts 

Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club 

Chairperson 

Jim Petersen 

64 22 620 0619  

cw.chairperson@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Ashlee Peeters 

ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz 

 

Events 

Adam Humphries 

027 200 4760 

adam.b.humphries@gmail.com 

 

Accommodation Committee Rep.  

Philip Tree  

Philip.tree@taitradio.com 

 

Instruction Coordinator 

Clayton Garbes 

027 4461562    

nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com 

 

Recreational advocacy 

Lindsay Main  

Lindsay.main@caverock.net.nz 

 

Trips Coordinator 

Currently vacant but contact  

Clayton in the meantime 

nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com 

 

Online Coordinator  

Shannon van Til  

shannonvantil@gmail.com  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Treasurer 

John Roper-Lindsay 
john@roperlindsay.com 

 

Arthur’s Pass Lodge 

John Henson 

027 4714075   

hensonj@xtra.co.nz 

 

Rock Climbing Coordinator 

Clayton Garbes 

027 4461562  

claytongarbes@hotmail.com  

   

Section Evenings 

No one at the moment! 

 

National Committee Rep.  

Yvonne Pfluger  

027 6004679  

yvonne.pfluger@boffamiskell.co.nz 

 

Newsletter 

James Thornton 

0272608924  

nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

Library 

John Roper-Lindsay 
john@roperlindsay.com 

 

Crag Maintenance 

Grant Piper 

021 711300   

grant.piper66@gmail.co 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 


