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Section Meeting- 13th October- What’s Lydia Ko got to do with it?- Lyn

McKinnon



Location: Cashmere Club, 50 Colombo Street

Time: Drinks from 7.30 pm, talks start at 8:00 pm sharp

13th October- What’s Lydia Ko got to do with it?- Lyn McKinnon. author of Only 
Two For Everest- How a first ascent by Riddiford and Cotter shaped climbing history. 
She will outline why New Zealand’s Himalayan achievements in the 1950s all 
depended on the critical timing of the First New Zealand Himalayan Expedition.

Members may be interested to know, if they don’t already, that the initiative for the 
Earle Riddiford 1951 expedition came from within the ranks of this very same 
Canterbury-Westland branch. In 1947 Riddiford and Norman Hardie were committee 
members who with Bill Beaven and Jim McFarlane made some massive climbs in the 
Southern Alps, and began to dream of even more massive ones overseas.

Joining us on the 13th will be father and son Ed and Guy Cotter, both made NZAC life 
members in 2013. Ed was a pivotal member of the Riddiford expedition as “ it was he 
who with Riddiford and Pasang Dawa Lama climbed Mukut Parbat in the Garhwal
Himalaya and was “ the ascent that allowed New Zealanders to join British 
expeditions to Everest.

Contents                                                                                       Page
Section meetings………………………………………………….……………….…......2
Club trips and events……………….……………………………….………..…….…..4
2016 beginners snowcraft course………………………………..…………………9
The Minarets………………………………………………………………..…....….……10
Reel Rocks Film Tour……………………..…………………………………....……...11
Chairperson’s update………………………………………….……………....……...12
Notices…………………………………………………………………………………………14
Aoraki and Westland NP plan review pre-draft comments……………18

Uprising
Newsletter of the Canterbury/Westland section, New Zealand Alpine Club

2

October 2016

Contributions are more than welcome. Please send to 

nzac.cw.canterbury@gmail.com by the 20
th

of each month. Thanks!

Summit ridge of Mount Philistine. Photo: Jim Peterson



Ed Cotter is the last man standing of the 1951 foursome, so we invite you to come

along and celebrate the publication of his story with some bubbles (non-alcoholic) and 
a very special banana cake. Limited copies of the book will be made available at a 
special NZAC price of $40 (NOTE: CASH ONLY) and in acknowledgement of 
generous NZAC funding for the Geographx maps in the book, the author will be 
diverting her author royalties back into our DOW Hall Literary Fund.

New Zealand Alpine Club 125th Anniversary Dinner

Saturday 5th November

Papanui Bowls Club 181 Condell Ave Christchurch

Doors open 5:30pm

Talk starts 6:30pm

Evening includes Guest Speakers / Dinner

3 Course Buffet (V,GF etc on RSVP request)

$20pp NZAC Veteran and Life Members

$20pp 16 Years and under

$30pp General Admission tickets

Limited to 150 seats

RSVP - eventopia.co/nzac125 (preferably)

OR 022 620 0619

EFTPOS or CASH only payment at the door on arrival.

Bar opens at 5:30pm
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Earle Riddiford
and Ed Hillary 
on the 1951 
Everest 
Reconnaissance.



8th October- Mount Lancelot- for details contact Lorraine at 
lorraine.johns@gmail.com, 027 313 0073

21st - 24th October- Three passes (Kondyke Corner to the Styx River)- For details 
contact John at john@roperlindsay.com

29th October- Rock One (Beginners Rock Climbing- For further details please

contact Clayton at claytongarbes@hotmail.com

3rd November- Reel Rock film Tour- Details on page 11.

26th November- Rock Two (Sport Lead Climbing Course)- For further details please

contact Clayton at claytongarbes@hotmail.com

2nd-4th December- Xmas Meet at Unwin Lodge- Contact Andrew Barrett at 

andrew.barrett@liquidvoice.co.uk or 0220434227

26th-31st December- Pioneer Hut - 3,000 m Peak Challenge- Contact Matt Buckley at

buckmatthews73@gmail.com

7th-13th January- Mts Whitcombe/Evans/Malcolm Peak: a Rakaia Odyssey-

Contact: Matt Buckley at buckmatthews73@gmail.com

21st-22nd January- Rock 3 (Ladies trad lead climbing weekend)- For further details

please contact Clayton at claytongarbes@hotmail.com

27th-29th January Banks Peninsula Rock Meet- For further information contact

Grant Piper at grant.piper66@gmail.com

25th-26th February-Rock 4 (Advanced Ladies trad climbing weekend)- For further

details please contact Clayton at claytongarbes@hotmail.com

Feb or March 2017- Rock 4 (General trad lead climbing weekend)- date TBAin

further newsletters. For further details please contact Clayton at 

claytongarbes@hotmail.com

Further trip details on following page.

Upcoming club trips and events
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Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, alpine, rock climbing, 

cycling or otherwise, contact Andrew Barrett: andrew.barrett@liquidvoice.co.nz

Mid week Rock Climbing

Runs every Wednesday evening. It happens, indoor or outdoors, depending on the 

weather. An email is sent out to the climbing group at the beginning of the week with 

details about who is organizing it. You are also welcome/encouraged to use the 

climbing group to organize climbing at any time, including weekend trips. If you are 

interested, please contact Janet Nicol on 0212307721 or at janetnicol@hotmail.com

We are also looking for a few more people who are willing to run a mid week climbing 

session from time to time. Please put your hand up if you are able to help.

Mid week Mountaineering

The mid week group are mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod 

up a few peaks, usually on Wednesdays, depending on the weather. If you are interested 

in joining us, please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0 079 or at pat@slingshot.co.nz

Mount Lancelot (South East Ridge), Arthurs Pass National Park – 8th

October 
(with Friday night walk in)

This trip is being offered as a joint CMC/NZAC trip.

Leave Christchurch no later than 4pm on Friday 7 October to walk into Carrington Hut 

that night. Attempt Mount Lancelot with an alpine start from Carrington Hut 

on Saturday 8 October, then back out to the road end same day.

Minimum experience requirement of a snowcraft course plus one climb in snow. We 

won’t be taking a rope, but you need to bring avalanche gear if trip leader requires it 

(for avoidance of doubt, if it is required this means it is not optional). Two tools are 

recommended – at least one of which should have an aggressive pick.

An alternative objective will be offered if coincluding any concerns about the effect of 

solar nditions aren’t suitable for Mount Lancelot (radiation, as we are likely to be 

climbing as the day heats up).

Contact: lorraine.johns@gmail.com, 027 313 0073
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Rock One (Beginners Rock Climbing)- 29th October
Saturday 29th October 2016 (backup for weather of Sunday 30th).

A course designed for those making the transition from indoor climbing to outside or

beginner climbers. This will be a full day course on the Port hills in Christchurch, 

running from approximately 8.30am to 5pm and by signing up, you must be available 

for the reserve day in case of bad weather.

The course will cover the following only: -

Balance and movement on rock.

Safe belaying.

Top rope climbing. 

Abseiling. 

Equipment.

Equipment required as follows :

Harness (Please provide yourself). Rock shoes

(Please provide yourself).

Climbing helmet (Can be provided by C/W section if required). Belay device

(Can be provided by C/W section if required).

2 x screwgate carabiners (Can be provided by C/W section if required). Safety

chain/daisy chain (Can be provided by C/W section if required). Prussick – 60cm

before tying(Can be purchased at Bivouac).

This course is limited to 8 participants, aged 16 and over with current NZAC members

getting first priority, after this, non NZAC members will be allowed on if spots 

available. The cost of the course will be $50 for NZAC members / Students and $80 

for non members and is non refundable if you have to withdraw without enough time 

to find a replacement for your spot.

Please contact Clayton on claytongarbes@hotmail.com with details of your climbing

level, membership details if current and any other relevant details.

A registration form will be sent out to those accepted onto the course and the course 

fee must be paid upon returning the form to guarantee your spot.

This course is only available to those in the Canterbury / Westland section area.

Rock Two (Sport Lead Climbing Course)- 26th November
(backup for weather- Sunday 27th).

A course designed for those making the transition from indoor or outdoor top rope

climbing but not suitable for beginners and you must know how to lead belay and NOT 

with a gri gri (If you haven’t done so before, check to see if the YMCAAdventure 

Centre runs these courses or get taught by someone experienced that knows what they 

are doing).
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This will be a full day course on the Port hills in Christchurch, running from 

approximately 8.30am to 5pm and by signing up, you must be available for the reserve 

day in case of bad weather.

The course will cover the following only: 

Balance and movement on rock.

Placing gear.

Sport lead climbing. Setting up 

sport anchors. Transition at the

anchor station. Abseiling.

Equipment.THE COURSE WILL NOT TEACH LEAD BELAYING SO BY SIGNING

UPYOU MUST KNOW HOW TO DO THIS( AND NOT WITH AGRI GRI ).

Equipment required as follows :

Harness (Please provide yourself). Rock shoes

(Please provide yourself).

Climbing helmet (Can be provided by C/W section if required). Belay device

(Can be provided by C/W section if required).

2 x screwgate carabiners (Can be provided by C/W section if required). Safety

chain/daisy chain (Can be provided by C/W section if required). Prussick – 60cm

before tying (Can be purchased at Bivouac).
This course is limited to 8 participants, aged 16 and over with current NZAC members

getting first priority, after this, non NZAC members will be allowed on if spots 

available.

The cost of the course will be $50 for NZAC members / Students and $80 for non 

members and is non refundable if you have to withdraw without enough time to find a 

replacement for your spot.

Please contact Clayton on claytongarbes@hotmail.com with details of your climbing 

level, membership details if current and any other relevant details.

A registration form will be sent out to those accepted onto the course and the course 

fee must be paid upon returning the form to guarantee your spot.

This course is only available to those in the Canterbury/Westland section area

Xmas Meet at Unwin Lodge 2nd-4th December

The meet will run from Friday 2nd to Sunday 4th December. There will be lots of

opportunities for walking, rock-climbing and mountaineering. For those interested, 

there will be a led mountaineering trip on the Saturday. Accommodation is $20 per 

night for adult members and $10 per night for members’ children. Hut fees are paid 

directly to the on-site hut managers (cards accepted). Please let us know in advance if 

you have any special dietary requirement

Contact: Andrew Barrett andrew.barrett@liquidvoice.co.uk or 0220434227.
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Pioneer Hut - 3,000m Peak Challenge 26th-31st December

Pioneer Hut located at the head of the Fox Glacier is the ideal base camp to tackle

some of New Zealand’s large mountains. Based from one of NZ’s highest alpine huts 

the primary objective of this trip will be to summit some of the 3,000m peaks of the 

Main Divide such as Lendenfeld, Glacier, Haidinger, Haast, Douglas and Tasman and is

a perfect trip for those climbers looking to add to their list of big mountain summits. In

order to save time and avoid the need for a 2,000m climb from Fox Glacier a chopper 

will be used in and out of Pioneer Hut costing approximately $300 per person 

depending on the number of climbers interested. This climbing camp will require 

confidence on steep slopes, solid rope skills and a good ice axe/cramponing technique. 

All welcome.

If interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com

Mts Whitcombe/Evans/Malcolm Peak - a Rakaia Odyssey 7th-13th

January

Greek mythology tells of the Odyssey, Homer’s legendary tale of a group of

adventurers who faced some of the most unimaginable challenges on their epic journey 

to mythical lands few had heard of, let alone dared to venture into. Similar to Homer’s 

legendary tale, our odyssey will also venture into remote, unchartered and often 

mysterious territory as we will journey to the source of the Rakaia with the primary 

objective being to climb the mountain giants of Whitcome, Evans and Malcolm Peak, 

three classic summits of the CanterburyAlps. The journey will also involve

discovering some of the realm's most mythical locations as we will camp under the 

Amazons Breasts, encounter the frozen ice plateau of Heim, cross the saddle of the 

Full Moon while under the watchful eye of The Red Lion - this promises to be a 

unique and unforgettable trip. The plan will be to 4WD up the Rakaia to Reischek Hut 

then spend the next 5-6 nights bivying high along the Main Divide. Afull range of

mountaineering skills will be required for all those looking to enlist in this epic journey

- a must for those wanting a high alpine adventure.All welcome.

If interested please contact Matt at buckmatthews73@gmail.com

Mounts
Whitcombe and
Evans from
Mount
Arrowsmith.
Photo: Nina
Dickerhof
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2016 Beginners Snow Craft Course

2016 proved to be the most successful ever as far as interest in the C/W section run 

beginners snow craft courses. In 2015 we had 16 attend on one weekend and this year 

made the decision to offer two courses with 12 students on each and split the work load 

between our fantastic volunteer instructors. For each course we always have a back up 

weekend in case weather interupts plans and this proved to be the case on the first 

course , having to have two separate days in order to complete the course.

As the snow hadn’t arrived in time for Temple Basin to open for the July course, we had 

our first day at Broken River skifield and followed this up three weekend s later when 

after heading back to Arthurs Pass, we woke to rain so headed back to Mt Cheeseman

skifield.

On the first course we had 12 students under the tuition of our instruction team of Brian 

Cresswell, Lorraine Johns, Charlie Catt, Gunther Hammer, David Sampson and Craig 

Hosking. For the second course in September, we had such a demand, we increased the 

numbers to 14 and still had 10 on the waiting list who unfortunately missed out! The 

weather finally played ball and we had two perfect days weather and snow conditions at 

Arthurs Pass with the instruction at Temple Basin ski field.

Thanks to our instruction team on the second course of Craig Hosking, Penny Webster, 

Billy McIndoe, Anna Brooke and Jim Peterson. So in summing up – 26 students 

attending for 2016 along with 10 brilliant volunteer instructors who give up so much of 

their time for the section.Volunteer instruction continues to be one of the most valuable 

things the sections can offer and the feedback from the students about how these 

courses are organised and run proves this and long may it continue.

Cheers to all who attended.

Clayton.

The team at 
Temple 
Basin. 
Photo: 
Clayyon
Garbes
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The Minarets

Taking advantage of a couple of days of fine weather Nina Dickerhof and I snuck in a 

climb of the Minarets from the Tasman Valley. Despite grumblings of how hard access 

is to our highest mountains, we had a relatively cruisy day to De La Beche Corner, 

bivvy that night by the old-old hut site. The moraine wall at De La Beche corner was a 

bit steep, but we found a good alternative on the way out. We had foolishy relied on the 

rock bivvy- despite the nagging recollection on the walk in of having heard it’d falling 

off of the moraine wall.

Never mind, the mountains gave us a perfectly still clear night and we were away in the 

morning at a relatively leisurely hour. We had a lovely day out on the Minarets with 

great conditions and beautiful weather.

Returning to camp that evening the cloud was starting to roll in. De La Beche corner 

had a slight eyrie feel to it, with two abandoned hut sites, the old foundations of the 

latest hut just sticking out of the snow, along with old rubbish pits slowly being ejected 

down the moraine wall. The place felt abandoned, which I suppose it has. That night it 

pissed down, revealing the inadequacy of a pack liner as an impromptu shelter.

The following day saw us off 

down the Tasman to intermittent

snow showers while navigating 

across the endless moraine

by compass in some very think

clag.

-James Thornton

Near the 
summit of 
the 
Minarets.
Photo: Nina 
Dickerhof

Bivvy at De 
La Beche
corner.
Photo: 
James 
Thornton
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Reel Rocks Film Tour

This spring REEL ROCK cranks it up to 11 with our latest collection of electrifying

climbing films showcasing the sport's biggest stories and athletes

The Canterbury Westland section of the New Zealand Alpine Club is once again proud

to be screening the 'REEL ROCK 11' film tour for 2016. 'REEL ROCK' is the most 

popular film tour in the World that specialises in climbing movies only and has been a 

sell out across the Globe since its first year.

Mark this date in your calendar for 2016:

Thursday 3rd November, 7.30pm start, Middleton Grange Auditorium, 50 Acacia 

Avenue

Riccarton.

Once again, all proceeds from 'REEL ROCK' will be donated towards the NZAC Youth

Rock Climbing Camp in 2017.

Your support and a good turnout for the film evening is appreciated so spread the word

and bring your kids along to see some fantastic climbing movies.

Ticket prices to REELROCK11 are as follows:

NZAC Members, Students, Flying Gecko Club members: $12. General Public: $18.

There will be a limit of 6 tickets per purchase and they will be available mid-August at:

• Online NOW at www.eventopia.co/rr11chc

• NZAC HQ in Raycroft Street Christchurch,

• The September and October Canterbury Westland Section meetings at the Cashmere

Club (Cash Only)

• Bivouac Tower Junction

Any questions text or email Jim Petersen, events coordinator

64 22 620 0619 jim.r.petersen@gmail.com
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Chairpersons Update

-Craig hosking

Crag update

The Hebe Jebe Wall at Britten has had some new anchors put in. 6 new climbs all under 

grade 20 have also been added in this area.

If you’d like to be involved at the next Crag repairs day email your interest to Grubbie

grubbie@ihug.co.nz or Clayton claytongarbes@hotmail.com . There are also regular 

updates on the facebook page too.

Recreational Advocacy

Thanks to Lindsay Main who put a lot effort into the Paparoa NP Plan. Attention in this 

area now turns to the Mount Cook NP Plan which is in the pre-draft phase at present, 

Reg Measures with the help of others is involved in this park review.

Arthurs Pass Lodge – Work Party

The annual spring spruce up is being organised by John Henson for October 8-9th. If 

you can lend a hand to help us with the Lodge please email John hensonj@xtra.co.nz

Section evening talk

Thanks to Nina Dickerhof for her talk on adventures in and around the Hooker Range, 

such stories and pictures can’t do anything but inspire us to spend more time the hills.

NZAC CCM

As your representative of the Canterbury Westland section I will sit on the bi-annual 

national NZAC Club Committee Meeting (CCM). With representatives throughout the 

country the CCM is in charge of the governance of the club. If you have input about the 

direction of the club or anything else about it and would like me to raise on your behalf 

please email cw.chairperson@gmail.com

NZAC National AGM Friday November 4th

7.00pm-9.30pm at the The Cashmere Club. Finger food will be supplied and drinks will 

be available from the bar, after the formal part of the evening there will be a 125th 

Anniversary Quiz.

125th Anniversary Dinner Saturday Nov 5th

7.30pm - 11.00pm in Christchurch at the Papanui Bowls Club, 181 Condell Ave 

Christchurch

A great night to talk and laugh over the rich 125 year history of the club and how things 

have changed. Our presidential will speak followed by a (few) keynote speaker(s).
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Billet accommodation for AGM, CCM and 125th Anniversary Dinner

To help members from across the country and overseas come to these events I ask 

kindly of any members who has a spare bed available at their house in Christchurch for 

the nights of Friday 4th and Saturday 5th of November. If you are able to assist please 

email cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Secretary

Would you like to help contribute back to the club? We’re looking for a secretary to 

help with the Clubs national CCM and Executive Meetings. This volunteer role would 

involve attending 2x CCMs (May + November) and 11x Executive Meetings (1 a month 

apart from January) in Christchurch per year taking notes to be distributed.

Outdoor Appetite Book Launch – Christchurch 3rd November

Pencil in your calendars Thursday 3 November from 6pm at Bivouac Tower Junction 

for the launch of a cookbook designed for anyone who loves healthy, wholesome and 

delicious food. Its recipes, stories and photographs reflect our love of adventure and the 

outdoors. 100% of the funds from sales of the book will support the Himalayan Trust's 

work rebuilding schools and educating teachers in Nepal. It’s a great chance to do your 

Christmas shopping with specials running instore and cookbooks for friends and family.
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Rolleston tragedy memorial

In Memory of John Harrison and the 4 Young

Climbers, two from the UK and 2 young 

Alpine Club members, who were lost in a 

shocking storm on Mt Rolleston 50 years ago,

in June 1966, a memorial has been made. The

memorial is in the form of a 'Boot' that has 

been cast by Sam Mahon, along with a

plaque in remembrance of all who were lost.

The organiser, Anne McGregor, is pleased to 

announce that the Department of Conservation

(DOC) has now agreed to the placement of

this memorial on Arthur’s Pass 

National Park land. It is to be installed on a 

rock behind the chapel close to the Jim 

Glasgow Memorial Bridge, itself carefully

crafted by the late Hans Bonny. 

At present, the boot and plaque are in The 

DOC Headquarters at the Pass with a Memorial 

Wall alongside a memorial wall for the public to read the newspaper article of this 

event as recorded at the time. The cost to install the memorial comes to $3500 and 

funds are being raised by donation. This notice is to both raise awareness of the 

memorial placement, which is expected before the end of the year, and to ask for 

donations towards the installation cost. If you would like to make a donation, please 

email margaret@alpineclub.org.nz and she will pass on the organiser’s bank account 

details where these can be deposited. If you would rather send a cheque, please make 

payable to Anne McGregor and not NZAC. They can be sent C/-NZAC, PO Box 786, 

Christchurch 8140. Thank you

Split’n2 support welcomed

A special thank you to Split'n2 and Richard Harcourt for continuing their support of 

the NZAC Club Hut Fund via an extra donation raised from a percentage of online 

sales and donated annually. A reminder too, that members receive 10% off their 

purchase price when buying from this splitboard and backcountry equipment 

specialist. https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/splitn2-com/
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Australia Section Seeking Speakers

The Australia Section recently benefited from visits by both our President, Penny 

Brothers and well-known climber Mark Inglis to speak at their section meeting. Any 

other notable NZ climbers heading across the ditch? The section would love to hear 

from you should you also be willing to give a talk. Please contact Mark, their Events 

Coordinator: australia.events@alpineclub.org.nz if you are able to attend.

Photographing Aoraki Mount Cook 'a guide to the best walks and 

photography locations' by Mark Watson.

During a crisp winter’s morning 

or evening it is a sublime place to

stand and appreciate the geological

and climatic forces that have created

this singular landscape.”

– Mark Watson, author

Photographing Aoraki Mount Cook: 

A guide to the best walks & photography

locations

Members $28 + p&p

Order online:

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/photographing-aoraki-mount-cook/ 

Cactus’s support welcomed

A special thank you to Cactus Outdoor for continuing their support of the NZAC 

Expedition Fund via an extra donation raised from a percentage of online sales and 

donated annually. A reminder too, that members receive 10% off their purchase price 

when buying from this outdoor equipment and clothing specialist!

Hand-printed limiyed edition Freda du Faur Poems

Sarah M. Smith, Book Arts Printer from Dartmouth College, Hanover, New 

Hampshire, was the 2016 Printer in Residence at Otakou Press, University of Otago. 

Sarah hand-printed a volume of poetry by poet Rhian Gallagher on the climbing 

activities of Freda Du Faur; this wonderful production has been illustrated by print 

maker Lynn Taylor.

Limited edition: 100 copies for sale. Cost $120.00 (incl GST)

To arrange purchase, email Donald Kerr at donald.kerr@otago.ac.nz at Special 

Collections, University of Otago.
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So Far So Good: a three-month traverse of the Southern Alps by Craig 

Potton 

Special member discounted price

of $40 + p&p (rrp $49.99). 

Purchase via the NZAC online shop:

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/so-far-so-good/

In 1980, pre-eminent New Zealand landscape photographer Craig Potton 

completed a three-month traverse of the Southern Alps, an extended 

tramping and mountaineering trip that began near Milford Sound in 

Fiordland and finished in Nelson Lakes National Park.

Now, over 35 years later, Craig Potton recounts the experience in So Far, So 

Good. In part this is the story of four friends embarking on a youthful 

adventure, dealing with all the challenges of rough terrain and wild weather 

that travelling in the mountains presents.

But it is also a thoughtful reflection, from one of New Zealand’s prominent 

conservationists, on what it means to spend an extended period of time in the 

wilderness. Heavily illustrated with evocative photographs taken on the trip, 

this is a book for anyone with an interest in tramping and mountaineering, 

and the transformative experience of wild places

Expedition Grant – New Routes on Never Seen Tower, India

The Expedition Fund Committee have granted 

$2000 for an expedition to find new routes on 

Never Seen Tower (5750m),Miyar Valley, 

Himachal Pradesh, India. 

The Expedition Team consists of Llewellyn 

Murdoch, Allison Swintz, Nick Cradock and 

David Shotwell.

Never Seen 

Tower, India. 

Photo: from 

the internet
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Outdoors champion appointed to NZ Walking Access Commission board

Respected outdoors advocate Robin McNeill has been appointed to the board of the 

New Zealand Walking Access Commission.

The Southlander is the Enterprise Projects Manager at Venture Southland and the 

immediate past president of Federated Mountain Clubs, where he has had two decades 

of involvement in outdoor sector issues as a keen tramper, mountaineer, occasional 

hunter and member of the organisation’s executive.

He served for ten and a half years on the Southland Conservation Board, and has 

worked closely with NZWAC as a member of the technical advisory committee for the 

Walking Access Mapping System – a website that shows publicly accessible land in 

New Zealand.

Mr McNeill said he was looking forward to contributing to NZWAC’s work to 

enhance outdoor access in New Zealand and protect it for future generations. The 

Commission’s role was becoming even more vital as visitor numbers rose and New 

Zealand’s access infrastructure faced increased pressure from greater use, he said.

“I’ve long been a staunch advocate for the New Zealand Walking Access Commission 

because it has an extremely important role, and it has very high credibility among both 

landholders and outdoor users,” Mr McNeill said.

“Access to our backcountry is dear to my heart, but it can sometimes be difficult to 

know who to contact and when for permission, and how to find out about where access 

is available. Often what is needed is an honest broker like the New Zealand Walking 

Access Commission to make sure information is available and the needs of all sides 

are taken into account when access is being created or disputes arise.”

NZWAC Chairman John Forbes welcomed Mr McNeill’s appointment to the Board.

“Robin has a lot of mana in the outdoor sector. His expertise will be a valuable 

addition and will play a vital role in helping the board to ensure the Commission 

continues to enhance access opportunities and strengthens our country’s access culture 

and heritage.”

In addition to his work in the outdoors sector, Mr McNeill is a celebrated engineer and 

award-winning ‘rocket scientist’. He has been instrumental in developing broadband 

and space exploration opportunities in the Southland region and earlier this year was 

presented the 2016 Institute of Professional Engineers New Zealand Rabone Award for 

Information, Communication, Electrical and Electronic Technology
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Aoraki/Mount Cook and Westland Tai Poutini National Park 

management plan pre-draft comments

In an effort to ensure members views are accounted for in the national park 

management plan review process the section has undertaken to collate members 

opinions and submit comments as part of the pre-draft consultation process. Members 

have had the opportunity through a MCNP pre-draft meeting in September and the 

advertisement in the August newsletter for comments to be emailed to Reg Measures.

From those members who expressed opinions at the September meeting or directly to 

the committee we complied the key points below which we intend to form the basis of 

our submission to DOC. If you have further comments you would like included please 

email rmeasures@hotmail.com. The section understands all members may not agree 

with some of the comments below and are keen to get feedback before finalising our 

submission.

______________________________________________________________________

Foot access and huts

Promoting foot access into both front country and backcountry should be a major focus 

of the park plan. Comment: DOC’s recent work on front country access in the Hooker 

Valley and up to Mueller Hut has been fantastic to park users. Sadly backcountry users 

have been ignored with the pudding rock cables no longer looked after, backcountry 

huts not replaced, Husky flat driving access being noted in the current park plan to 

‘naturally erode away’, and no new initiatives in the park to directly improve 

backcountry foot access.

The current plan (section 4.2.7(b)) gives provision for the replacement/relocation of 

huts – we feel this is important. 

With the recent loss of huts in the backcountry (eg Gardiner, Hooker and De La 

Beche), and the fear of losing more, we need to have a plan that replaces huts when 

they get damaged or need to be shifted due to erosion reasons. The number of 

recreational uses of the park is increasing yet huts in the backcountry are depleting. 

Huts should also be maintained for historical reasons, eg Haast Hut. These Huts are 

part of the rich history of the park and should be looked after as part of our culture.

In relation to this we believe the location of the Gardiner Hut should be designated for 

a replacement hut in support of promoting foot access into the Hooker Valley. De La 

Beche corner also remains a suitable hut site. The current moraine wall conditions 

make access quite difficult but the wall may mellow in the future. The site can also still 

be accessed relatively easily a couple of hundred metres further up the Tasman Valley.

Huts that can be booked in advance (such as Welcome Flats) tend to favour usage by 

foreign tourists rather than domestic backcountry users who tend not to plan as far in 

advance. We recognise that the popularity of some huts does present a challenge
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but we feel that the non-booked usage of these huts should be accommodated (for 

example for people accessing backcountry areas at short notice to take advantage of 

good weather). We also feel there is no justification for removing huts such as 

Welcome Flats from the annual hut pass.

Vehicle access to Husky Flat encourages walking access to/from the Tasman and 

Grand Plateau and should be maintained. 

The feasibility of a bridge across the Taman River near the lake outlet should be 

investigated. This would provide reliable foot access to the Murchison River and 

true left of the Tasman. It could also connect the Alps 2 Ocean cycle trail which 

currently ferries people via helicopter across the river.

Air craft use

Air access into the Hooker Valley should be kept as it is in the current plan as 

walking access is still available. Comment: In general, air access seems to be 

supported by the majority of members who are guides working in the park. In 

contrast to this, air access seems to not be supported by the majority of amateur 

climbers. 

We support section 4.3.3(c) of the current plan which stipulates ‘No approval should 

be given that would increase aircraft activity or aircraft noise within the Park.’ 

Comment: new landing sites can be created in response to changing conditions and 

needs (e.g. a new hut site), but moves to increase total aircraft activity should be 

avoided.

Better jurisdiction is needed of flight boundaries. On a regular basis air users are 

seen flying into restricted air zone such as low around the Hooker Valley. This 

affects many users in the wilderness area who are there specifically to get away 

from such flying activity.

Commercial activity

Information regarding consents in the park should be accessible to the public 

because it’s on public land and in the public’s interest. Increased transparency 

regarding consents would help foster open dialog regarding any conflicts between 

commercial activities in the park and private users.

General

Comment: SARs efforts in the park are much appreciated. Keep up the good work.

Comment: We support the use of consented private huts for club activities



Canterbury / Westland Section Gear Hire

(For NZAC Members only)

The C/W Section has a good range of equipment available to be hired to members.

Section trips and instruction will take priority but members are more than welcome to 

hire on private trips and for other people on those trips (members or non members ). 

All equipment hired is on a cash only basis with a receipt provided and must be paid

when picking up (please don’t ask to pay online or after the completion of the trip – no $

up front, no hire, no exceptions!).

Equipment must be returned within 24 hours of completion of hire period or by

arrangement, otherwise an additional ‘late return’ fee may incur.

All equipment hired must be returned in a clean and undamaged state and the hirer is 

responsible for any loss or damage and may be required to cover any repair or 

replacement costs.

Bulk hire or for extended hire periods will get a discount on the daily rate of $10 per day

per item and $5 each extra day (for all items unless stated).

Equipment List

Plastic and rigid leather mountaineering boots (20 pair of limited sizes). 

Crampons (9 pair – fully adjustable).

Walking ice axes (9 of various lengths).

Technical ice axes and hammers (5 pair of various kinds).

Avalanche kits (12 sets of Pieps DSP sport transceivers/shovels and probes). 

Snow shoes (2 pair).

EPIRB (1 x emergency locator beacon).

Alpine ropes (6 x 50 metre dry – NZAC courses only not private hire). 

Helmets (6 of various models). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day. 

Harnesses (3 of various sizes). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day. 

Snow stakes (8 with mid clip wire). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.

Ice screws (12 x various BD and Petzl). $5 per day and $2.50 each extra day.

Trad gear – various sizes of cams, hexes and nuts (NZAC courses only not private hire).

Price on quantity.

Petrol drill (provide own fuel)

.

To arrange hire contact is by two options only – text only on 0274461562 for quickest 

reply or email claytongarbes@hotmail.com for evening reply.

Flexible times are available to hire gear but most evenings from Sunday to Thursday

only (please do not contact ‘last minute’ on a Friday expecting to pick up gear the same
day). 20



Trip guidelines
An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. Many members will have had their first alpine 

experiences on club trips. And many will also have organised trips, helping other members enjoy our alpine 

environment. If you're thinking of joining or organising a trip, here are some guidelines on what to expect. 

Responsibilities of a Trip Participant

•    You are responsible for your own safety. If you are uncomfortable with any situation it is up to you to let your

Trip organiser know straight away.

•    Be prepared to drive or pay transport costs (petrol, wear and tear) as determined by the Trip organiser.

•    Make sure you are as fit and healthy as possible.

•    Make sure you have a clear idea of the trip's goals and what will be required of you to achieve those goals.

Obtain a relevant map and know where you are going, what type of terrain is involved, what gear you will 

need and the knowledge of how to use it.

•    Be honest to your Trip Organiser about how much experience you have and accept that the Trip Organiser

might not accept you on the trip if he/she thinks you are not experienced enough.

•    Get in contact with the Trip Organiser as soon as you are confident that you want to go on the trip.

• If you discover that you cannot go on the trip then let the Trip Organiser know as soon as possible so that

another person can take your place.

•    Read, understand and return the signed copy of the NZAC waiver form to the Trip Organiser.

Responsibilities of a Trip organiser

• Trips should be fun for everyone. They are not very hard to organise and can be very rewarding. Choose a

mountain, peak, hill, traverse, route, crag, or whatever and get out there and meet some keen club members!

•    You cannot be responsible for the safety of every member of the group, but you should aim to empower every

group member with enough knowledge to make their own informed decisions about the proposed trip both 

before and during the trip.

•    Choose a realistic goal for the time available and give prospective group members an idea of the amount of

effort required to achieve the stated goal

•    Set a group size limit based on your experience, the goal, time available and group fitness and experience.

•    Let the group know what skills and equipment are needed when they sign up so that everyone is prepared.

• Provide the trip Participants with a copy of the NZAC waiver form and have them understand, sign and return

it to you in advance of the trip.

•    Organise travel arrangements at the earliest opportunity and let everyone know how much they should expect

to pay for transport costs (petrol, wear and tear).

• Prepare detailed trip intentions and leave them with at least one responsible individual. The intentions should

include a latest return time/date which would trigger a search initiated by the responsible individual(s) and

involving the relevant authorities (Police, SAR, etc).

•    If someone on the trip voices their concern about the situation it is up to you (with the help of the group) to

find a safe solution where possible. This may involve everyone turning around.

•    Give priority to NZAC members

•    Find someone on the trip to write an interesting trip report for the Section Newsletter.

Benefits for NZAC members

NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers. 

You may be asked to present your active NZAC membership.

To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit

https://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership

Cactus

21
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Section Library
Section Library Did you know that the Section has its own library and that unlike the

National Office library you can actually borrow the books in the Section library? 

Every section meeting I will bring a good selection of the hundreds of books in the 

library, along with the DVDs.

The contents of the C/W Section library can be found online

here: http://bit.ly/CWLibrary (Note: There is a list of DVDs on the second tab of the 

spreadsheet). If you would like to borrow a book or DVD then please email me and 

we’ll sort something out.

Library policies are pretty flexible –

·     You must have a current NZAC membership card to borrow

·     Books are generally to be returned within 2 months, but new purchases will be 

expected to be returned within 1 month.

·     DVDs are expected to be returned within 2 weeks.

When you are ready to return a book, email me.

John Roper-Lindsay - Librarian , john@roperlindsay.com, 021 395513

NOTE: - You may return books/DVDs in one of 4 ways.

1)    Return them to next Section meeting.

2)    Drop them off at National Office and tell whomever you speak to that they are for

C/W library.

3)    Drop them off at Boffa Miskell office at 4 Hazeldean Road (near Hagley Park,

just off Lincoln Road), marked for “Yvonne”.

4)    Email/text/phone me to arrange handover some other way

NZAC Deceased Members

http://bit.ly/CWLibrary
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Facebook page

http://www.facebook.com/pages/NZACCanterburyWestland/176920578985933

Section Library 

http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Section Contacts

Events

Jim Petersen

jim.r.petersen@gmail.com

Secretary

Grant Piper

021 711300   grubbie@ihug.co.nz

Treasurer

John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com

Instruction Coordinator

Clayton Garbes

027 4461562   

claytongarbes@hotmail.com

Trips Coordinator

Andrew Barrett

022 043 4227 

andrew.barrett@liquidvoice.co.nz

Rock Climbing Coordinator

Janet Nicol 

0212307721 

janetnicol@hotmail.com 

Recreational advocacy

Lindsay Main 

Lindsay.main@caverock.co.nz Newsletter

James Thornton

0272608924 

nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com

Chairman 

Craig Hosking

022 3509656   

cw.chairperson@gmail.com 
Arthur’s Pass Lodge

John Henson

027 4714075  

hensonj@xtra.co.nz

Section Evenings

Nina Dickerhof 

021 02355634 

nina.dickerhof@gmail.com

Canterbury/Westland Section of The New Zealand Alpine Club

National Committee Rep. 

Yvonne Pfluger

027 6004679 

yvonne.pfluger@boffamiskell.co.nz

Online Coordinator 

Shannon van Til

shannonvantil@gmail.com 

Accommodation Committee Rep. 

Phillip Tree 

Phillip.tree@taitradio.com 

Library

John Roper-Lindsay
john@roperlindsay.com


