
Central Otago Newsletter – July 2016 
Since the last newsletter I have wallowed in depression about the lack of snow but have made good progress 

in getting the section more organised with meetings in both Arrowtown and Cromwell. Part of this is 

understanding people’s expectations, hence the second page of this newsletter. I would like answers from at 

least 30 people on this please! 

Wanaka meeting 
This coming Tuesday, 26th July, The Lone Star Wanaka  7pm.  

All invited – members, non-members, people sleeping in 

Hiace vans, guests sleeping on the lounge floor, guests you 

just wish would bugger off and buy a Hiace van and all the riff 

raff in between. 

The plan for the evening is to solve the “beer keg problem”. 

The “beer keg problem” is that the section has a ¾ full keg of 

good beer (Cheeky Kea from Altitude Breweries) that needs to 

be converted into cash which can then be spent on bolts and 

other climbing goodies. 

So the plan is: 

 Meet at the Lone Star at 7pm. Tell wild stories and if 

we feel so inclined discuss some club stuff like what 

we need to spend money on, things we can organise. 

 Once suitably emboldened by beer and wild 

conversation take the keg for a picnic to the dry 

tooling crag in the photo to the right. This will happen 

at about 8:30pm. 

 Try climbing or watch people try climbing while 

donating money to a bolting fund in exchange for partaking in draining the keg. 

You need to bring: A headlamp, a drinking vessel and some change (or we can all just put money into a jar 

before we leave Lone Star). If you want to try climbing bring rock shoes, harness and a helmet. If you are 

really serious bring some ice tools and a rope. 

 AGM 
The evening of Monday the 22nd August has been set for the big party of the AGM. Well, I want it to be fun 

and not some drawn out process that makes having your appendix removed sound like fun. I haven’t worked 

out a venue and am open to suggestions.  

Penny Brothers, the great and fearless President of the NZ Alpine Club, will be at the meeting to explain how 

to train for climbing while stuck in Auckland traffic. 

Some other events in the pipeline (I’m interested in people’s feedback) 
 Some “base camp” style trips. Mass Central Otago visit to Homer or Unwin Huts. The concept being to 

climb in the day and get to know people in the evening. Sometime in September / October? 

 Hospital Flat – Climbing meet and BBQ on the 19th November. 

 Ski touring / climbing meet-up at the Remarks. Back of the ute BBQ style thing once the days get longer 

and warmer.  



How should the NZAC spend your membership fees? 
There are several different types of membership the club offers but for simplicity’s sake let’s assume 

membership costs $100. The critical question is how would you like this money to be spent?  

I have included what to me look like good categories, feel free to add things you think are missing. For 

example, you might think the club should provide counselling for climbers suffering from borderline 

personality disorder. 

Area of club Portion of $100 

Administration  
Just like cleaning your teeth this is a necessity. Someone has to keep your 
name on a list, send out reminders, and answer membership questions. 
What is a fair and reasonable amount for this? 
This is a bit of a tricky question to start with. To ask it another way, if it cost more 
than what amount would it annoy you. 

 

Publications  
Each year the club produces 4 copies of the Climber magazine and the 
annual Journal. How much of your subs do you think this is costing? 
 

 

Huts  
The club owns a network of 17 huts which all require maintenance. Your 
membership entitles you to discounted rates. How much of your 
membership should go to maintaining and developing these assets? 
 

 

Instruction / training / Events 
The club subsidises member training on courses such as “Snow Craft”, 
“High Alpine Skills”, “Peak Performance”, “Avalanche Awareness” etc. 
There are also events such as the “National Bouldering Series”. 
Some of you might have been introduced to the club in this manner.  

 

 

Advocacy  
The NZAC has its own advocacy committee and also is a member 
organisation of Federated Mountaineering Club. The goal of advocacy is to 
ensure climbers have good access to the places they enjoy and that 
management of public conservation lands is in agreement with our values. 
 

 

Local development  
A portion of your subs come back to the local section (i.e. Central Otago) 
and can be used for organising things like bolting, social meetings, trips 
and any other things you can dream of.  
The spending of this is decided by the section so come along to a meeting  
 

 

PS: You pass the IQ test if your total adds up to 100!  

 

If reading this has caused a few neurons to fire or there is an itch that needs a scratch then please let me 

know. It’s important I have your thoughts so I can move the club in the direction members want. Please fill 

out the table above and email back to me on erik@exobindings.com  Ph: 027 241 8571 

mailto:erik@exobindings.com

