
Central Otago Alpine Club Meeting 
Where:   My place – 92 Centennial Ave Arrowtown 

When:    6:00 pm, Thursday 8th April 

What’s the deal: I’m going to fire up my recently 

constructed wood fired pizza oven. Bring along some drinks. 

I’ll make sure there is enough pizza dough and toppings, if you 

feel inspired please bring along some additional things to go 

on top. 

Feel free to invite other keen people along. 

What we will talk about: 

1. A review of where the section is at: 
• Money in the bank ($8900 the last time I looked) 

• Section members (about 50) 

2. Erik’s proposal for a back-country ski hut 
In our inaugural meeting in 2015 probably the most popular suggestion was a back-country ski hut. After 

chewing over the idea for a year, I came up with the concept of using a 25,000 litre water tank as the basic 

structure for a 4 bunk, 10 square metre hut that can easily be positioned using a helicopter. 

To my chagrin, I discovered the Australians had beaten me to the concept but fortunately I got some good 

advice from the main person who makes such huts for the Australian Antarctic Programme. 

For more information see these linked documents: 

• My detailed description and costings of the hut:  http://alpineclub.org.nz/parkside/wp-

content/uploads/2017/03/1-TankHut.pdf 

• Feedback from smart people. The smartest being Keith Skinner of the Australian Antarctic Program: 

http://alpineclub.org.nz/parkside/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2-Feedback-on-tank-hut-design.pdf 

 

• Possible location for the hut: http://alpineclub.org.nz/parkside/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/3-

Possible-hut-locations-in-Central-Otago.pdf 

 

Skiing on Crown Peak – a great place for a ski hut 
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I have been in discussion with the management of 

Mahu Whenua covenant (i.e. Mutt Lange’s 

properties) and they are supportive of such a 

structure being on Crown Peak at 1600 metres about 

2 hours ski tour from Cardrona Ski Field. To make sure 

we slide under the regulatory radar the structure 

would be referenced as an “emergency shelter” and 

be a non-permanent structure. 

The photo at the top of this newsletter is skiing a few 

year ago a short distance from where I propose the 

hut be positioned. 

I love the idea of a backcountry ski escape that is 

easily accessible and that we can all enjoy. In 

establishing the concept and design we open the 

possibility of having such structures in other locations 

such as winter bases for ice climbing. 

I have been slowly squirreling away materials (door and 

windows) which has been cheaper and lighter than I 

expected. I’m confident we can get such a hut in place 

for this winter if we get motivated over the next 8 

weeks. 

3. How to get more things to happen 
We need to have a discussion on people’s 

expectations. Over the past year many people have 

volunteered to help but I have been too busy to do 

even basic organisation. When I set up the section I 

didn’t anticipate the value and input I would have to 

the operation of the club as a whole (ie head office). 

Over the last year I have spent about 10 full days on 

general NZAC stuff, and with several projects in the pipeline this isn’t going to change. With the exception of 

my hut idea, if we want more to happen at a section level we need to get a bit more organised.  

We should also discuss funding (or part funding) some places on the RIMF festival and/or other climbing, 

skiing, mountaineering workshops. 

4. Banff Film festival 
The dates are confirmed as the 24th and 25th May. We need to get some volunteers organised. 

5. Climbing and how to make a pizza oven (and any other things people want to talk about) 
Yes, bemoan the terrible weather this summer. 

If you have any thoughts email of call me.  erik@exobindings.com, 027 241 8571 

Cheers 

Erik Bradshaw 

Tank hut mockup 

Australian tank huts in the sub Antarctic Islands 
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