
 

Central Otago New Letter – May 2016 
Wow, the first new letter for the Central Otago Section of the NZ Alpine Club! Certainly a bit overdue 

but when setting up a new section I quickly discovered I had responsibilities to both the greater 

Alpine Club as well as local members and for the first 12 months the former has dominated. My 

primary motivation with setting up the section was to ensure there was adequate representation in 

access issues surrounding The Remarkables, Coronet Peak, Soho Basin, Pisa Range and other 

important recreational areas. To this end I have developed working relationships with DOC, NZSki, 

and other parties who have a significant impact on our ability to get outside and do what we love 

doing. 

As well as establishing the Central Otago Section I have become an executive member of FMC who 

are a federation of clubs representing 40,000 people and have both a history and voice to have an 

impact on the decision making process in Wellington. 

The efforts of the last 12 months have shifted many issues in a positive direction, however I think 

there is still a lot to be done and it will be several more years before the thoughts of NZAC members 

dominate discussions relating to alpine recreational access. I would like to see both the Queenstown 

Lakes District Council and the Otago Regional Council have stronger representation of recreational 

interests – at the end of the day we don’t live here because of high house prices, low pay and an 

increased risk of skin cancer! 

Over the last 12 months I have struggled to come up with a suitably social meeting schedule. With 

three main areas (Queenstown, Wanaka and Cromwell/Alexandra) I am often confronted with the 

dilemma of organising something without neglecting the other regions. So if you want to help 

organise something please contact me. 

If anyone is suffering from cabin fever go for an overnight trip to Cascade Hut. It is owned by NZAC 

and lovingly maintained by Martin Curtis. It’s a great asset and makes for an enjoyable escape for a 

night. 

What’s happening 
Wednesday 25 May (Queenstown) – Winter access meeting for The Remarkables, Soho Basin and 

Coronet Peak.  

This is a positive affair and there will be representatives from the ski areas to join the discussion. If 

you have an interest in climbing or ski touring in these areas it’s important you’re there. With the 

exception of the Remarkables, access is all at the discretion of the lease holder which is dependent 



on the good behaviour of all users whether NZAC or not. This translates to those who are motivated 

need to ensure that a good relationship is maintained. 

Meeting details:  Wednesday 25th May, 7:30 pm 

    Wakatipu Senior Citizens Rooms 

    10 Memorial Street (Upstairs behind Fluid Design) 

 

Wednesday 1st and 2nd of June (Queenstown) – Banff Film festival. 

Get your tickets early at Torpedo 7 and Macpac as it will be a sell-out again this year I’m sure. 

This year we are running two different sets of films for Banff. The first night includes the feature film 

“Line across the sky” by Tommy Caldwell and Alex Honnold about their climbing exploits in 

Patagonia along with 5 other adventure films. 

The second night includes more good climbing and paragliding films and the feature film 

“Unbranded”. This I found to be the most amazing film of this year’s selection, partly because of the 

brilliant filming and partly because it was a great story humbly told. 

On the second night we’re opening the hall early at 6pm for an informal Central Otago Section 

meeting. So come along early and catch-up with friends.  

Also on the second night we are trying child care! It always strikes me as a tragedy that it is such a 

struggle for couples with young kids to come along to such events so I thought we should give it a 

go. There is a $10 donation but only pay if your children haven’t pushed you into abject poverty. If 

you are interested please contact Sarah Lyttle sarah.cairns@bendemeer.co.nz. 
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Wednesday June 15th (Date to be confirmed, Queenstown) - A talk about, yoga, physiology and 

going fast. At LuLu Lemon 

Ok, it’s a bit weird but I’m giving a talk at a yoga studio. I thought I would I would try something new 

and talk about how various adventures have increased my understanding of human physiology. 

Starting with losing half a kg of body weight per day while adventuring in the Himalayas, to skiing the 

length of the Southern Alps, climbing Mt Aspiring in a day on my birthday (done 3 times) to other 

projects where I need to be even smarter to succeed. The date isn’t finalised so check the Central 

Otago Facebook page closer to the time. 

Tuesday June 28th 7pm (Arrowtown) – Fork and Tap get together 

Just a social get together. Bring a down jacket since we will probably be outside under the stars. 

Tuesday July 12th 7pm (The Victoria - Cromwell) 

Another social get together, this time we will be inside! 

Tuesday July 26th pm (Wanaka – but I’m not sure where) 

Morris dancing exhibition from Wanaka NZAC members. I’m not sure where so please email me if 

you know where the Wanaka Morris dancers congregate! 

If you think the above is any of the following: 

 Inspirational and you would like to be involved 

 Dismal and want to fix it 

please contact me, Erik Bradshaw     erik@exobindings.com 

027 241 7571 
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