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Banff  
The Central Otago screening of Banff Film Festival is 

happening on Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th 

of May starting at 7pm on both nights. Each night 

has a different set of films. Tickets now available 

from Macpac or Torpedo7 in Queentown. 

The costs are: 

 One night: $25 and $20 NZAC members  

 Both nights: $40 

 Doors open 7:00pm – Snacks & Cash bar 

available thanks to Altitude Brewing 

For more information go to: https://banff.nz/ or 

Queenstown Banff Film Fest  

Share this message around, tell your friends, 

mother, grandmother and all the other people you 

know who like to live an adventurous life. This 

event has sold out every year so get in early.  

If you are interested in helping, please contact Nigel 

Lloyd either by Facebook (preferable) 

https://www.facebook.com/QueenstownBanffFilmFest/ or email nigel@hadleys.co.nz 

Organising volunteers 
Over the last 2 years quite a few people have volunteered to help me with the Central Otago 

Section. In my over-committed state I haven’t managed to be organised enough to delegate any 

tasks let alone keep track of people who offered their services. 

Fortunately Sarah Lyttle has come to the rescue and will help me get things more organised. If you 

are keen to help with something, be it tiny or huge then please email Sarah 

(sarahlyttlenz@gmail.com ) so we can build up a bit of a picture of who is around.  

Ski touring hut (minutes from 6th April meeting) 
On the 6th April a group of us gathered around my wood-fired pizza oven to discuss the merits of my 

proposed ski touring hut on Crown Peak. After a wide-ranging discussion covering skiing in most 

corners of the world we focused on getting our heads around the proposed hut design. We carefully 

spray painted the floor plan of the hut onto the lawn and propped up doors and windows to get an 

idea of proportions. 
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It was unanimously concluded that the hut was a 

great idea and will provide excellent opportunities 

for club members to get out and do more 

backcountry skiing. Many other Central Otago 

section members (and also the NZAC President) 

have been very excited and supportive of the hut 

concept. Some engineers have questioned some of 

the design aspects more from the perspective of the 

unusual materials used and some unknowns about 

how the hut will perform. 

The challenge is to get the hut completed and in 

place before too much snow arrives. Most of the 

materials have been sourced and the bunks and 

window frames (the most difficult part) have been 

built. Work started on the 6th May and the plan is to 

have the hut in place by Queen’s Birthday weekend. 

The site where the hut is being built is in a 

commercial yard and I agreed not to put the location 

in this email. Work will be continuing over the next 3 

weekends so if you are keen to help please email me 

(erik@exobindings.com). Listed below are some 

skills / work areas that need attention. 

Constructing the front deck:  A simple job of 

attaching decking timber to some 50x150 beams. 

Not rocket science and suitable for a person with a 

hangover, an office worker or a person of dubious 

building skills. 

Building a long drop toilet: not the most glamorous 

of tasks but important! My thinking is the cost of a 

Nordski toilet at $2000 is too much when the 

material cost for building our own would be $500. 

The work here is basic timber framing then attaching 

corrugated iron and plywood.  

Sewing mattress covers:  We need to sew 4 

somewhat unusually shaped mattress covers. The 

fabric we are using is a trouser weight nylon canvas 

that has been kindly donated by Earth Sea Sky. The 

sewing is not complicated and is simple straight 

stitch. I have a sewing machine that can be used if 

needed. 

Painting: There is a bit of this to do so a couple of 

keen people would be great. 

Getting the windows and door in 

Moving the tank onto its base 

Lifting the tank - proof of the material strength 
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Interior fit-out:  Most of the interior work 

(excluding the bits I have already made) 

involves cutting plywood with a skillsaw or 

jigsaw. I expect most of this will be completed 

in the first weekend. If you are interested in 

helping let me know. 

Hut Installation 
I am anticipating a group of 4 people being 

involved in installing the hut. The helicopter 

would transport 2 or 3 loads (depends on final 

weights), the first being the people with their 

gear, the second the base and toilet and the 

final load being the hut.  

The installation part would have a solid days 

work securing the hut and establishing the 

toilet. 

People who help build the hut or help with 

Banff will have the opportunity to make the 

first bookings in the hut (claim the popular 

Saturday nights) and also get some free stays in 

compensation for their efforts. My thinking is to 

manage the hut with an online booking system 

so that people who make it in there know they 

are guaranteed a bed for the night. The site is in 

in cellphone range so this shouldn’t present any 

problems. 

 

Erik Bradshaw 

027 241 8571 
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View from near where the hut will be located on Crown Peak 

Hut’s first dance party! 

The hut will be located on the skyline to the right of the skier. About 3 hours 
touring from Cardrona Skifield or Cardrona Saddle 
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