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Gertrude Rock Wren Population 
Recovering 

 

Colin O'Donnell from the DOC reports that Rock 
Wren numbers in the Gertrude valley have been on 
the rise in the last few years. This shows all the 
funding and volunteer work is starting to bear fruit. 
Thank you to Stan Mulvany and everyone else who 
has supported this project. I personally look forward 
to seeing more of these wonderful little creatures. 

Extract from Colin’s Report:  

The results indicate that numbers are continuing to 

recover after the catastrophic decline following the 

100% failure of nests (due to stoats) in late 2012, 

with most of the single males obtaining mates by 

2014. 

 

Nesting success appears to be very high over the 

last two seasons with no obvious nest predation.  

We monitored 27 nests last summer and only one, 

which was in a collapsed bank, failed that we know 

of. This figure does not account for nests that we 

may not have found in their early stages that could 

have failed, but we think that the result is very 

good and representative of what went on. There 

was certainly no sudden disappearances of 

breeding females (over the last two seasons). 

So overall things are looking good with the 

predator control programme. 

Many thanks to Iris for undertaking much of the 

monitoring last summer. 

Cheers 

Colin O'Donnell 
Principal Science Advisor (Ecosystems and Species) 

         

Southland Section AGM 2016 

The section AGM will be held on the 24th of August 
at Stadium Southland. Club President Penny 
Brothers will be travelling down to give a 
presentation on both her adventures and some 
background on how the NZAC is run nationally. 

So come along at 7pm to hear the president speak 
and to give the section some direction for the year 
to come. We aim to a fast fun AGM. 
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Section Climbing Wall Evenings 

YMCA climbing wall every Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday 6:00 to 8:30pm. $3.50 for NZAC 
members and $5.50 for general public. Shoes for 
hire. You are welcome to take your own ropes to lead 
climb. Grades range from 14 to 25. It is a great place 
to meet fellow members to arrange trips for the 
weekends. 

Please phone Peter O’Neill if interested in a fun, and 
exercising evening (03) 217 3889 
         

Club Trips 

Jane Peak, Eyre Mountains   
13-14th August 
Contact  Matt   mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz 
 

Snow Craft Course Number 2! 
10th or 11th Sept 
Contact Peter O’Neill 
Ph (03) 217 3889 
Peter4donna@xtra.co.nz 
 
Mt Mannering , Mt cook national park  
Labour Weekend. 
Glacier experience required 
Contact Matt    mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz 
 
Castle Downs Club Day, rock climbing for all 
abilities  
26 November 
Contact Matt   mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz 

         

Weekend trips 

Anyone interested in being on an email list that can 
be used to rally people for weekend climbing, or 
mountaineering trips should contact Matt Humphries  
021 2060323 
mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz         
   

New Club Gear 

 

The southland section has recently purchased new 
climbing gear! The section now owns 4 pairs of 
Grivel crampons, 4 Ice Axes and 4 
(transceivers,Shovel,Probe). This gear is available 
for any current member to hire. The hope is this 
gear will help members have many adventures and 
develop skills in the mountains. 

If you wish to hire the gear contact Peter O’Neill on 
Ph (03) 217 3889 or email: 
Peter4donna@xtra.co.nz  
Note weekend hire charge will be $20 to hire a set 
of gear (Crampons, Ice and avo kit) or $10 for 
individual pieces of gear 
         

Six Giggling Gerties Went to Play in 
the Snow. -Snow-craft 2016. 

Peter O’Neill 

 

Figure 1: From Left Sarah, Maria, Rachel, Erin, 
Kate, Matt and Erin 

I felt like I had been ambushed after talking with 
Kate:  
‘Are you running a snow-craft course this year. I 
have a few Girl Friends who would be interested in 
doing the course’. 

mailto:mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz
mailto:mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz
mailto:mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz
mailto:Peter4donna@xtra.co.nz
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Pete: ‘Okay, I will get back to you, however it will not 
be until August, when the snow gets here’. 

‘How many people can you take on the course’ 

‘4 or 8’ 

‘I want to book out the course then.’ 

‘That’s great. I will be in-touch closer to the time.’ 

‘Great.’ 

Sometime later...... 

‘Hi Kate, it would be good to do the pre-course 
evening in a week or two. The snow is coming up to 
spec and the 6th August will be the best date for me.’ 

‘That’s great Pete, I will get the Girls organised.’ 

The pre-course training was a breeze, a good 
selection of gear and 5 out of the 6 participants 
showing up. I thought we were only taking 4. 

Pete: 

‘Matt, do you remember me asking if you might be 
available to help out on the snow-craft. Well now I 
need you.’ 

Matt: 

‘That’s fine Pete, I am keen to help-out.’ 

The MSC gear is not available. 

What? How can that be? 

Don’t know, it’s a long story, I’ll tell you later. 

Matt and I scrounge around to get enough gear to run 
the course.  

We leave home at 6am to head to Remarkables Ski-
Field, weather and travelling great. No issues apart 
from a bit of rally driving with the rear of the truck 
having a mind of it’s own when getting close to the 
car-park.   

The participants were great and had Matt and I doing 
our best. By lunch time there had been plenty of fun 
and ‘Giggling’. Success. 

Oh, I wish I had some of that other gear to fill the time 
in. Never mind. (isn’t that an album). 

More snow stuff until we are too cold and head to the 
cafe. 

Debriefing in the cafe was quite an effort, but again 
successful and enjoyable.  

Now obviously I get the last word about our course, 
and all I really have to say ‘it was a pleasure to help 
these ladies on the right path to achieving their 
goals’.  

 

 

       

Mid-Winter Dinner 18/19 th June 
Ron McLeod 

A cosy mid-winter dinner and table unveiling was 
enjoyed by 22 people. It was dark and raining by the 
time we arrived. Others were quick to give a hand 
unpacking and getting the table parts inside. 

The table was made from laminated Macrocarpa, 
from a tree near Riverton felled by Peter O’Neill. 
The seat is laminated Rimu from the old Homer 
bunks. The table is 3.5meters long. Once 
assembled, happy hour was officially started. A few 
words of tribute about Austin Brookes’ 
achievements and his contribution to the section 
and NZAC completed the formalities and the table 
was officially unveiled.  

Happy hour continued until the whiskey sauce for 
the haggis was ready. The haggis was addressed 
by our resident Scotsman, Alistair, and was toasted 
by the McLeod Clan. Following a great main and 
desert the festivities continued into the wee hours. 

Four of us headed back down to Totara Flat for 
another ute and trailer load of wood, while Stan had 
some help checking some traps. After torrential rain 
all night the morning dawned fine with great views 
of the tops, Homer is really a magic place!! 

         

Biosecurity – Lake Snow/Snot 
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Recently Lake Snow/Snot has been found in Lakes 

Wanaka and Wakatipu please Check, Clean and Dry 

your outdoor gear before traveling between 

waterways. Just a few cells of this stuff may be 

enough to ruin the beautiful rivers of Fiordland.  

To summarize: 

      Lake snow or lake snot also known as Cyclotella 

(recently renamed Lindavia intermedia – however 

the media is still referring to it as Cyclotella).   

         Problems are caused by the floating sticky 

mucous produced by the algae.  It appears brown in 

colour when young and turns white as it gets 

older.  This mucous has been causing problems with 

town water supplies and recreational activities as it 

sticks to everything. 

         The alga that produces the mucous is a diatom 

and a close relative of Didymo. 

Currently there is not a lot known about it, however 

scientific advice I’ve received indicates that it is 

likely to spread in the same manner as Didymo, ie it 

will only take a few cells to spread it to a new area.   

If questioned about cleaning gear etc, the Check, 

Clean, Dry standard should still be used, 

HOWEVER since Cyclotella will stick to items 

such as boat hulls, fishing gear etc it will need to be 

actively scrubbed off.  Anyone coming from any of 

those areas should be advised to scrub all of their 

gear that has been exposed to the water, simply 

soaking it in a cleaning solution without scrubbing 

may not be sufficient. 

Any questions, come and see me.  In the meantime 

though, let’s be proactive about this. 

          

Climbing in the Rain 
Jimmy Finlayson  

One random weekend Dave Reese and I decided to 
head to the Chasm. Heading up the Milford road to 
the tunnel we were restricted to 60km due to the 
torrential rain. Despite the weather we were 
confident something under the Chasm’s massive 
roof would be dry. 

We put our gear on in the car and dashed up the 
track, the usually dry creek was knee deep. Water 

was cascading off the lip of the roof. We raced up 
the first two pitches getting thoroughly drenched. I 
had to aid one or two moves to gain the chill out 
ledge. 

We arrived at the chill out ledge wet through and 
finally out of the rain! With water falling all around 
we had a little session on the roof. Before we 
retreated to the hut. 

On the way back I drove my car through a rather 
large puddle that I thought was only ankle 
deep…… 

At worst we thoroughly rinse all our climbing gear. 

          

DOC Discounts 

To obtain a discount on DOC huts fees you will 
need to have current NZAC card on you at time of 
purchase. 

         

NZAC Photo Competition  

Entries are now open for this year NZAC photo 
competition. So all you budding photographers get 
out there and start snapping (and send me some 
pic’s for the newsletter!). Follow link for more 
details: http://climber.co.nz/photo-competition/ 
 
Entries close on the 4th of September there a six 
separate categories: 

Alpine Activity 

Alpine Landscape 

Alpine Nature 

Rock Climbing 

Mountain & Climbing Culture 

Youth (20 or under) 

 
         

Donations 

NZAC greatly appreciate the donations they have 
received over the years. If you wish to donate to one 
of the following funds: 
 

 Access Fund 

 Club Huts Fund 

http://climber.co.nz/photo-competition/
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 DOW Hall Publications Fund 

 Expedition Fund 

 General Purpose Fund 
Please follow the link below or  
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-
category/donations/ 
 

Alternatively Members can also use our bank 
account 03 0502 0607822 00, or send in a cheque 
(NZ only though) 

         

Email Addresses 

We have cut down on expenses 
by not sending snail mail 
newsletters to members with an 
email address. Please send us 
your email address and receive 
this newsletter electronically. Maps and photos will 
look better on your computer too. 
jimmyclimblots@gmail.com 
 
.     

     

Reciprocal Overseas Hut Stickers 
2016 
The 2016 overseas reciprocal huts stickers have 
arrived and are for sale online to NZAC members 
only. For details please see: 
http://alpineclub.org.nz/product/reciprocal-overseas-
hut-stickers-2016/  
NZAC MEMBERS’ ONLY PRODUCT 14 in stock 
European Alps and Pyrenees: The German(DAV), 
French (CAF), Italian (CAI), Austrian (OAeV) and 
Swiss (SAC) Alpine Clubs and the Spanish 
Mountaineering Federation (FEDME) have a 
reciprocity agreement amongst themselves. 
This can be extended to other clubs and NZAC 
members are now able to purchase an annual hut 
ticket for NZ$85 that will give them member rates in 
huts managed by the above clubs. 
Stickers are valid for the calendar year in which they 
are issued and may be purchased here only by active 
NZAC members for placement on their membership 
card. 
  

 
Thanks to Cactus for its annual donation to the NZAC 
Expedition Fund.  
A reminder that members, receive a 10% discount 
(excluding discounted and promotional items) at 
Cactus – in-store (using your NZAC membership 
card) at 90 Fitzgerald Ave, Christchurch. Members 

can apply online to become pro-team members for 
online discounts.  Cactus also donate a percentage 
of sales profit to NZAC for the club's Expedition 
Fund. We thank them for this ongoing extra support. 
    

A grateful thanks to 
Richard and the team at 
Splitn2 for their annual 
donation to the NZAC 
Club Hut Fund. We value 

their ongoing support. 
Splitn2.com give members a 10% discount online 
and donate 1% of the purchase price of any product 
to the Club Hut Fund. Members require a code to 
apply the discount online. 
http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership 
    

Member online discount codes 
A ‘Members Only’ webpage has been created 
where NZAC members can now obtain all the 
discount codes we are supplied for online 
discounts. The webpage is linked to the member 
benefits page (under the Club, Membership 
headers). 
    

Obituaries  
 

Name: Ian Richard (Dick) Seddon 

 Joined:1/1/1951 
Section: Auckland 

Member Type: Life Member  

Member number: 1443 

Deceased: 18/2/2016 (88yr) 

Name: Howard (Howie) Devitt McGhie 

Joined: 17/1/2014 (prior membership 2003-2007) 
Section: Otago 

Member Type: Family Membership  

Member number: 233 

Date of Birth:  2/2/1973 

Deceased: 30/6/2016 (43yr) 

Name: Russell L Braddock  

Joined:1/1/1977 
Section: Overseas 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-category/donations/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-category/donations/
mailto:jimmyclimblots@gmail.com
http://alpineclub.org.nz/product/reciprocal-overseas-hut-stickers-2016/
http://alpineclub.org.nz/product/reciprocal-overseas-hut-stickers-2016/
http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
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Member Type: Veteran 35yr member  

Member number: 169 

Deceased: 20/6/2016 (60yr) 

Name: Desmond Arthur de Terte (Des) 

Joined:1/1/1948 
Section: Wellington 

Member Type: Veteran 50yr member  

Member number: 1822 

Deceased: 18/5/2016 (93yr) 

 

Name: Colin Kelston Putt 

Joined: 1/1/1948 

Section: Australia 

Member Type: Veteran 50yr member  

Member number: 1331 

Deceased: 13/3/2016 (89yr) 

Name: Harold Dion Ombler (Dion) 

Joined: 15/5/1946 

Section: Otago 

Member Type: Veteran 50yr member  

Member number: 2243 

Deceased: 22/1/2016 (90yr) 

 

 

 
  



 Page 7. 

 

 
Southland Section of the  
New Zealand Alpine Club 
C/o 171 Earn St  
Invercargill 9812 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman: Peter O’Neill Ph (03) 217 3889 
Peter4donna@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary: To be appointed Xx 
xx  

Treasurer: Claudia 
Schneider 

(03) 213 0348 or 027 228 7109 
claudia.sh@sdhb.govt.nz 

Newsletter Editor: Jimmy Finlayson  Ph (027) 463 2597 
jimmyclimblots@gmail.com 

Section Rep: Peter O’Neill Ph (03) 217 3889 
Peter4donna@xtra.co.nz 

Alpine & Cliff Rescue: Ron McLeod Ph (03) 217 6727 
Find a climbing 
partner: 

Matt Humphries Ph (021) 2060323 
mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz  

 Stan Mulvany Ph (03) 215 7263 
eiger@xtra.co.nz 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

mailto:eiger@xtra.co.nz

