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Southland Team Climb High Peak in 
Harper-Mannering Challenge 

Erin Noonan  

 
 
As part of the 125 year New Zealand Alpine Club 
anniversary a team from the Southland Section took 
on the epic challenge of climbing Mt Mannering.  Mt 
Mannering is a 2669m peak located in the north 
eastern section of Aoraki National Park.  The 
adventure commenced on the Saturday of Labour 
Weekend. Our pilot Ross Anderson from Mt Cook 
Ski Planes generously offered to take us for a 
scenic flight around Mt Mannering before landing on 
the Murchinson glacier for the start of our 
expedition. 

  
The mountain was impressively steep near the 
summit, leaving the team with a feeling of nervous 
exhilaration ahead of the climb.  We landed on the 
glacier at 2pm, which on such a warm day meant a 
hard slog through soft snow to reach our campsite 
at Classen saddle.  

 

 

 

 

Our ascent on Mannering started at 4am, to take 
advantage of the overnight snow consolidation.  
Conditions were almost perfect, with light winds 
and clear skies.  The group ascended over 
Whataroa saddle to the south western side of the 
mountain.  From here we ascended up the south 
western ridge and roped up in over a small section 
near the summit.  The final push to the summit 
involved a precarious section of ice climbing which 
the more judicious half of the team decided not to 
attempt.  However, 3 of the 6 team members 
pushed forward to reach the summit and soak in 
the glorious views.  The trip was a great success, 
thanks to the organisation of team leader, Matt 
Humphries.  The team also included Reese 
McKenzie, Kent Andrews, Sam Ruddenklau, Peter 
Young and Erin Noonan.  
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2016 AGM  

Jimmy Finlayson 

 

The Southland Section AGM was held on the 24th of 
August at the Stadium and was well attended due to 
the anticipated talk from NZAC club president 
Penny Brother’s. The proceedings started with the 
Chairman’s Report then moved quickly on to 
electing the new committee. Peter O’Neill was re-
elected chairman. Supporting him on the committee 
this year is a number of returning experience 
members, as well as a selection of youthful 
individuals. All round this year’s committee should 
provide a broad range of representation for the 
section due to the diverse range of age, gender and 
interests. If you have any ideas/issues you want the 
club to address please talk to one of the committee 
members listed below. 

 

2016-2017 SSNZAC Committee Reps: 

Peter O’Neill (Chairman)  

Ron McLeod (Secretary)  

Claudia Schneider (Treasurer)  

Matt Humpries (Section Rep)  

Jimmy Finlayson (Newsletter)  

General Committee: 

Bill Gordon  

Ralph Millar  

Robin McNeill 

Stan Mulvany  

Sarah O’Neill  

Erin Noonan  

Lawrence Kees  

Peter Young  

Libby Yeoman  

 

With the formalities out of the way Penny Brothers 
took the floor and spoke of some of her adventures 
in Yosemite, the Himalayas and the mountains of 
New Zealand. Penny’s talk was inspiring from her 
just-go-out-and-do-it attitude and the diversity of her 
adventures.  

As well as telling stories about herself Penny also 
presented a simple break down on the structure and 
operations of the alpine club, which I personally 
found very informative.  

On behalf of the Southland Section thanks for 
visiting Invercargill.  

 

Bested by Brewster 

Matthew Humphries 

 
This trip had been attempted a few times with 
none getting past my front door due to weather so 
when a supposedly bomber forecast came we 
quickly jumped at the chance. Leaving Invercargill 
on Friday afternoon I met Jonny and Kent in 
Arrowtown and we drove to the Fantail Falls car 
park. A quick brisk walk up the steep forest path 
saw us arriving at the surprisingly full Brewster hut 
not long past dark. We quickly bedded down on 
the common room floor and waited for the forecast 
to prove its worth. 

 

We woke to a blue bird morning and a big frost 
offering perfect conditions. We were soon at the 
Glacier in high spirits and made our way up the 
Glacier to meet the West ridge. It was Jonny who 
first noted the cloud beginning to arrive but the 
forecast was full proof so we made our way on up. 
We began to encounter bullet hard ice from about 
the 2000mtr mark. Unfortunately within an hour we 
were in total white out conditions with the visibility 
only a couple of mtrs. We arrived at one of the 
outlier peaks of Brewster only 55mtrs below the 
summit. But with a sudden drop in front of us and 
with limited visibility is was impossible to tell how 
far it was to the bottom. At this point due to 
conditions we decided to turn round.  
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We had an exciting descent due to the conditions 
with a few abseils that put our bollard making skills 
to the test but we were soon back on the glacier and 
making our way back to the hut. We were glad to 
see the weather getting worse; knowing we had 
made the right decision to descend. We were glad 
to finally walk in the door to another full hut after a 
long day out. The next morning we woke up to thick 
fog and very close to spooning with Jonny so after a 
few blushes we made our way home. 

Mt Brewster would make a great trip for many keen 
climbers but just remember this is a main divide 
peak and conditions can change very fast. 

Team. Kent Andrews, Jonny Russell and Matthew 
Humphries 

 

Talbot McPherson 

Jimmy Finlayson 
 
One weekend, some time ago Peter Young, Libby 
Yeomen, Matt Duggan, Andrea Knowler and myself 
went to homer to enjoy a day out in the mountains. 
We traversed both Talbot and Macpherson peaks 
on a sunny Fiordland day in good snow conditions 
that became somewhat soft in the afternoon. A 
great time was had by all. 

 

Libby & Andrea on Traverse Pass McPherson in 
the background 

 

 

 Traverse Pass, Talbot in background 

 

 

Jimmy, Pete, Matt & Andrea Below Talbots 
Ladder 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Section Climbing Wall Evenings 

YMCA climbing wall every Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday 6:00 to 8:30pm. $5 for NZAC 
members. Shoes for hire. You are welcome to take 
your own ropes to lead climb. Grades range from 
14 to 25. It is a great place to meet fellow 
members to arrange trips for the weekends. 

Please phone Peter O’Neill if interested in a fun, 
and exercising evening (03) 217 3889 
 
Stadium climbing evenings are Tuesday & 
Thursday 6-8pm. $10 standard entry or $8 for 
alpine club members. 
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Club Trips 

 
Castle Downs Club Day, rock climbing for all 
abilities  
26 November 
Contact Matt   mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz 

Section Christmas BBQ  

Thursday the 1st of December 

Bring along a food & drink to share with your section 
members at a casual end of year backyard BBQ. 
Hosted by Sarah O’Neill at 185 Morton st. 

Southland Section Homer Meet 

3rd-4th December 

Join a crew of Southland Climbers heading to 
Darren’s for the weekend. Mentoring will be arrange 
for those wanting to boost their skills in the 
mountains. But generally it will be a fun weekend 
out for both new and experience climbers pairing up 
on selected objectives.  

Meet up at Zookeepers on Wednesday evenings 
from 8.30pm to discuss details. Or much less 
preferably email me jimmyclimblots@gmail.com   

Wanaka Rock Climbing Weekend at Hospital 
Flats, for all abilities  
10-11 December 
Contact Erin: noonanej@gmail.com 

National Climbing Camp –Wilkins Valley 

4th -11th Feb 2017 

Hosted by Otago Section 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Weekend trips 

Anyone interested in being on an email list that can 
be used to rally people for weekend climbing, or 
mountaineering trips should contact Matt Humphries  
021 2060323 
mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz 
                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robin McNeill Appointed to NZ 
Walking Access Commission 
NZAC Media Release 

 

Outdoors champion appointed to NZ 
Walking Access Commission board 

Respected outdoors advocate Robin McNeill has 
been appointed to the board of the New Zealand 
Walking Access Commission. 

The Southlander is the Enterprise Projects 
Manager at Venture Southland and the immediate 
past president of Federated Mountain Clubs, 
where he has had two decades of involvement in 
outdoor sector issues as a keen tramper, 
mountaineer, occasional hunter and member of 
the organisation’s executive. 

He served for ten and a half years on the 
Southland Conservation Board, and has worked 
closely with NZWAC as a member of the technical 
advisory committee for the Walking Access 
Mapping System – a website that shows publicly 
accessible land in New Zealand. 

Mr McNeill said he was looking forward to 
contributing to NZWAC’s work to enhance outdoor 
access in New Zealand and protect it for future 
generations. The Commission’s role was 
becoming even more vital as visitor numbers rose 
and New Zealand’s access infrastructure faced 
increased pressure from greater use, he said. 

“I’ve long been a staunch advocate for the New 
Zealand Walking Access Commission because it 
has an extremely important role, and it has very 
high credibility among both landholders and 
outdoor users,” Mr McNeill said. 

“Access to our backcountry is dear to my heart, 
but it can sometimes be difficult to know who to 
contact and when for permission, and how to find 
out about where access is available. Often what is 
needed is an honest broker like the New Zealand 

mailto:mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz
mailto:noonanej@gmail.com
mailto:mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz
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Walking Access Commission to make sure 
information is available and the needs of all sides 
are taken into account when access is being 
created or disputes arise.” 

NZWAC Chairman John Forbes welcomed Mr 
McNeill’s appointment to the Board. 

“Robin has a lot of mana in the outdoor sector. His 
expertise will be a valuable addition and will play a 
vital role in helping the board to ensure the 
Commission continues to enhance access 
opportunities and strengthens our country’s access 
culture and heritage.” 

In addition to his work in the outdoors sector, Mr 
McNeill is a celebrated engineer and award-winning 
‘rocket scientist’. He has been instrumental in 
developing broadband and space exploration 
opportunities in the Southland region and earlier this 
year was presented the 2016 Institute of 
Professional Engineers New Zealand Rabone 
Award for Information, Communication, Electrical 
and Electronic Technology. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Waitaha Hydro Scheme 
Jimmy Finlayson 

 
I was recently made aware by a fellow alpine club 
member of DOC’s intention to grant a concession 
for Westpower Ltd to build a hydro scheme on the 
Waitaha River. The proposed scheme will take up to 
23 cumec’s out of the river at Kiwi Flat and divert it 
through a tunnel to a 20MW power station located a 
few km downstream. The scheme will be built on 
conservation land that is home to Whio (Blue Duck) 
and a range of fresh water fish species. 

 

 

Morgan Gorge below Kiwi Flat on the Waitaha 
River -if DOC has its way this gorge will have 
very little water flowing through it at all. 

 

Topo of proposed hydro scheme 

 
If this goes ahead the flow and ecology of this river 
will be forever altered to provide energy security 
for the excepted national increase in electricity 
consumption. I can’t but help think that we have 
once again looking at this problem completely 
backwards. Would it not be cheaper in the long run 
to invest in reducing the demand (e.g insulated 
houses, more efficient appliances, doing the same 
thing for less etc) than continuingly trying to meet 
the ever rising demand. Unfortunately it appears 
that our beautiful wildness seems to pay the price 
for the near sightedness of our actions. 

 
If you want to know more about this concession or 
make a submission to DOC please follow the link 
below. Public submissions close on the 14th of 
November 

 
http://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-
releases/2016/doc-seeks-feedback-on-waitaha-
hydro-scheme/ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Instruction Course Award for a 
young woman NZAC member. 
 
Charles MacMurray, a Nelson/Marlborough 
section member, recently made a generous 
donation to the Club. His wife, the late Sheila 
MacMurray, was also an accomplished climber 
whose achievements included the first all-woman, 
unguided ascent of Mt Cook in 1953. Part of 
Charles’ donation ($550) has been set aside as a 
one-off award for a young woman NZAC member 
to attend an NZAC instruction course.  

  

Please email Penny Brothers, 
president@alpineclub.org.nz by November 13, 2016 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2016/doc-seeks-feedback-on-waitaha-hydro-scheme/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2016/doc-seeks-feedback-on-waitaha-hydro-scheme/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2016/doc-seeks-feedback-on-waitaha-hydro-scheme/
mailto:president@alpineclub.org.nz
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with a short paragraph outlining your climbing 
background and aspirations, and which course you 
plan to do.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

National Climbing Camp - Top Forks 
Hut Wilkin Valley 

NZAC Media Release 

 

The Otago Section will be hosting the 2017 climbing 
camp that will be from Saturday 4th to Saturday 11th 
February. The Camp will be based at the Top Forks 
Hut in the Wilkin Valley. 

As it a 12 hour walk into the Top Forks hut it is 
proposed that people attending the camp travel by 
helicopter from Makarora. Top Forks hut is in a 
stunning alpine environment and there are several 
peaks within striking distance of the hut, many of 
them grade 1 climbs.  Campers are expected to be 
self-contained with their own tent, cooking 
equipment fuel and food.  We will have access to 
the hut but not exclusive use.  We will be providing 
some basic communal facilities such as a tarp 
shelter, dish-washing facilities, toilet tent, thermet 
and a mountain radio. 

We will limit the number of people attending the 
camp to 40 so early registration is recommended.  
You can obtain additional information and a 
registration form the NZAC website. There will be a 
modest registration fee and you are expected to pay 
for your helicopter or jet boat travel too and from the 
camp. Budget on $170 each way to/from Top Forks 
for the helicopter or $110 each way for jet boat 
access via Kerin Forks Hut.  Note Top Forks is still a 
6 hr walk from Kerin Forks.  An option is to fly in and 
jet boat out. 

The camp is suitable for climbers of all levels of 
experience but you must be an Alpine club member 

to attend.  If you do not have a climbing partner at 
the camp we will arrange for you to team up with 
other climbers. 

Please register by completing the Registration 
Form and send it to narina@alpineclub.org.nz 

If you require additional information contact Keith Moffat 
- phone (03) 473-8903 Mob 027 664 4037 or e-mail 
Moffat.k172@gmail.com 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Antarctic Heritage Trust’s Inspiring 
Explorers Expedition 

Applications are now open for the Antarctic 
Heritage Trust’s Inspiring Explorers Expedition 
2017. 

This is an opportunity of a lifetime for up to four 
young New Zealanders to participate in a heavily 
sponsored expedition to the Antarctic Peninsula in 
February 2017. Weather and conditions permitting, 
the team will attempt a guided ascent of Mt Scott. 

The expedition aims to encourage young people 
both to explore the physical world to educate and 
inspire them, as well as to challenge those 
participating to inspire others to explore. 

More information and applications are 
at https://www.nzaht.org/pages/inspiring-explorers-
2017 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Expedition Grant – new routes on 
Never Seen Tower, India 

NZAC Media Release 

The Expedition Fund Committee have granted 
$2000 for an expedition to find new routes on 
Never Seen Tower (5750m), Miyar Valley, 
Himachal Pradesh, India. The Expedition Team 
consists of Llewellyn Murdoch, Allison Swintz, Nick 
Cradock and David Shotwell. 

 

 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/parkside/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Registration-Wilkin-Valley-2017.pdf
https://alpineclub.org.nz/parkside/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Registration-Wilkin-Valley-2017.pdf
mailto:narina@alpineclub.org.nz
mailto:Moffat.k172@gmail.com
https://www.nzaht.org/pages/inspiring-explorers-2017
https://www.nzaht.org/pages/inspiring-explorers-2017
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National Youth Climbing Camp 2017 

 

This year the NZAC National Youth Climbing 
Camp will be held in Queenstown and based at 
the Lakelandpark Christian Camp at Kelvin 
Heights (see details below), the camp will be 
restricted to 16 climbers with climbing activities 
taking place at Wye Creek, Arawata Terrace, 
Gorge Rd and Jardines. Registration forms 
online. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

DOC Discounts 

To obtain a discount on DOC huts fees you will 
need to have current NZAC card on you at time of 
purchase. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Memorial Restored 

In Memory of John Harrison and the 4 Young 
Climbers, two from the UK and 2 young Alpine Club 
members, who were lost in a shocking storm on Mt 
Rolleston 50 years ago, in  June 1966, a memorial 
has been made. The memorial is in the form of a 
'Boot' that has been cast by Sam Mahon, along with 
a plaque in remembrance of all who were lost.  

The organiser, Anne McGregor, is pleased to 
announce that the Department of Conservation 
(DOC) has now agreed to the placement of this 
memorial on Arthur’s Pass National Park land. It is 
to be installed on a rock behind the chapel close to 
the Jim Glasgow Memorial Bridge, itself carefully 
crafted by the late Hans Bonny.  

At present, the boot and plaque are in The DOC 
Headquarters at the Pass with a Memorial Wall 
alongside a memorial wall for the public to read the 
newspaper article of this event as recorded at the 

time. The cost to install the memorial comes to 
$3500 and funds are being raised by donation. 
This notice is to both raise awareness of the 
memorial placement, which is expected before the 
end of the year, and to ask for donations towards 
the installation cost. If you would like to make a 
donation, please email 
margaret@alpineclub.org.nz and she will pass on 
the organiser’s bank account details where these 
can be deposited. If you would rather send a 
cheque, please make payable to Anne McGregor 
and not NZAC. They can be sent C/-NZAC, PO 
Box 786, Christchurch 8140. Thank you 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

   

Obituaries  

 Name: Raymond John Slater 

Joined: 01/01/1947 
Section: Canty/Westland 

Member Type: 50yr Veteran  
Member number: 1489 
Date of Birth:  10/04/1930 
Deceased: 10/10/2016 (87yr) 

 

 

John Raymond 

 

Name: Joan Gordon Brock 

  
Joined: 01/01/1958 
Section: Auckland 

Member Type: 50yr Veteran  
Member number: 188 
Date of Birth:  23/07/1932 
Deceased: 16/09/2016 (84yr) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

mailto:margaret@alpineclub.org.nz
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Hand-Printed Limited Edition Freda 
du Faur Poems 

 

Sarah M. Smith, Book Arts Printer from Dartmouth 
College, Hanover, New Hampshire, was the 2016 
Printer in Residence at Otakou Press, University of 
Otago. Sarah hand-printed a volume of poetry by 
poet Rhian Gallagher on the climbing activities of 
Freda Du Faur; this wonderful production has been 
illustrated by print maker Lynn Taylor. 

Limited edition: 100 copies for sale. Cost $120.00 
(incl GST) 

To arrange purchase, email Donald Kerr at Special 
Collections, University of Otago. 

Freda Du Faur (born in Australia, 1882–1935) was 
the first woman to climb Aoraki-Mt Cook (1910). The 
ascent made in six hours broke the record at the 
time. Together with guides Peter Graham and Darby 
Thompson she also accomplished the first Grand 
Traverse of all three peaks of Aoraki-Mt Cook. This 
climb is still regarded as an arduous and daring feat. 

Freda defied convention bivouacing unchaperoned 
over-night with male guides. She rejected the social 
constraints around dress, designing her own 
climbing apparel with comfort and safety in mind. 
Her climbing achievements demolished the notion 
that high altitude climbing was out of bounds for 
women, making it easier for women mountaineers 
who followed in her wake. 

Poet Rhian Gallagher has written this work in 
response to Freda’s four seasons climbing in the 
Southern Alps and in response to the extraordinary 
environment of the Alps themselves 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Donations 

NZAC greatly appreciate the donations they have 
received over the years. If you wish to donate to 
one of the following funds: 
 

 Access Fund 

 Club Huts Fund 

 DOW Hall Publications Fund 

 Expedition Fund 

 General Purpose Fund 
Please follow the link below or  
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-
category/donations/ 
 

Alternatively Members can also use our bank 
account 03 0502 0607822 00, or send in a cheque 
(NZ only though) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Email Addresses 

We have cut down on expenses 
by not sending snail mail 
newsletters to members with an 
email address. Please send us 
your email address and receive 
this newsletter electronically. Maps and photos will 
look better on your computer too. 
jimmyclimblots@gmail.com 
 
.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
     

Reciprocal Overseas Hut Stickers 
2016 
The 2016 overseas reciprocal huts stickers have 
arrived and are for sale online to NZAC members 
only. For details please see: 
http://alpineclub.org.nz/product/reciprocal-
overseas-hut-stickers-2016/  
NZAC MEMBERS’ ONLY PRODUCT 14 in stock 
European Alps and Pyrenees: The German(DAV), 
French (CAF), Italian (CAI), Austrian (OAeV) and 
Swiss (SAC) Alpine Clubs and the Spanish 
Mountaineering Federation (FEDME) have a 
reciprocity agreement amongst themselves. 
This can be extended to other clubs and NZAC 
members are now able to purchase an annual hut 
ticket for NZ$85 that will give them member rates 
in huts managed by the above clubs. 
Stickers are valid for the calendar year in which 
they are issued and may be purchased here only 
by active NZAC members for placement on their 
membership card. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

mailto:donald.kerr@otago.ac.nz
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-category/donations/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-category/donations/
mailto:jimmyclimblots@gmail.com
http://alpineclub.org.nz/product/reciprocal-overseas-hut-stickers-2016/
http://alpineclub.org.nz/product/reciprocal-overseas-hut-stickers-2016/
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Thanks to Cactus for its annual donation to the 
NZAC Expedition Fund.  
A reminder that members, receive a 10% discount 
(excluding discounted and promotional items) at 
Cactus – in-store (using your NZAC membership 
card) at 90 Fitzgerald Ave, Christchurch. Members 
can apply online to become pro-team members for 
online discounts.  Cactus also donate a percentage 
of sales profit to NZAC for the club's Expedition 
Fund. We thank them for this ongoing extra support. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

A grateful thanks to 
Richard and the team at 
Splitn2 for their annual 
donation to the NZAC 
Club Hut Fund. We value 

their ongoing support. 
Splitn2.com give members a 10% discount online 
and donate 1% of the purchase price of any product 
to the Club Hut Fund. Members require a code to 
apply the discount online. 
http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

Member online discount codes 
A ‘Members Only’ webpage has been created 
where NZAC members can now obtain all the 
discount codes we are supplied for online discounts. 
The webpage is linked to the member benefits page 
(under the Club, Membership headers). 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership
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Southland Section of the  
New Zealand Alpine Club 
C/o 171 Earn St  
Invercargill 9812 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman: Peter O’Neill Ph (03) 217 3889 
Peter4donna@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary: Ron McLeod Ph (03) 217 6727 
Treasurer: Claudia Schneider (03) 213 0348 or 027 228 7109 

claudia.sh@sdhb.govt.nz 
Newsletter Editor: Jimmy Finlayson  Ph (027) 463 2597 

jimmyclimblots@gmail.com 
Section Rep: Peter O’Neill Ph (03) 217 3889 

Peter4donna@xtra.co.nz 
   
Find a climbing partner: Matt Humphries Ph (021) 2060323 

mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz  
 Stan Mulvany Ph (03) 215 7263 

eiger@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


