
On the approach to the North Ridge of Mount Travers, below the crux notch, 
Nelson Lakes. Photo Scott Harper More here
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June Section night
From 6pm Wed 27th June, Steven Fortune will take us on some new routes in Khumbu, Nepal.
 

All Section night talks are held at The Third Eye, Tuatara Brewery, level 2.

Section nights beyond June
From 6pm Wed 25th July, Ross Cullen will take us through three years of Norwegian scrambling 
and climbing.

From 6pm Wed 29th August, it’s the annual Wellington Section Photo Competition judging evening.

From 6pm Wed 26th September, Penny Webster will take us through her quest to climb all of New 
Zealand’s 3,000m peaks. 

From 6pm Wed 31st October, Nigel Roberts will present his journey up the highest peaks in each of 
USA’s 50 states.

From 6pm Wed 28th November, Nina Sawicki will take us on a journey to Kanchenjunga base camp 
in Nepal.

Avalanche Awareness
From 6pm Thurs 5th July, Aviette Musin will repeat her highly informative
and timely Avalanche awareness course. Please note, there is a koha
of $5 per member and $10 per non-member for this event.

May 2018

You may know that the CCM (Club Committee Meeting) was held in Christchurch this month. One of the proposals 
discussed at length was a major change to how the NZAC is governed. Should the membership vote in favour of the 
change, the CCM will be the last in its current form. Unfortunately I was unable to attend but Peter Laurenson kindly 
travelled down for the weekend to represent our section.

At the CCM it was also identified that  NZAC National Office does not have sufficient projected income for the
coming financial year to permit it to undertake all of the high priority items listed in its annual plan. However, some of 
the 12 NZAC Sections may have sufficient unallocated funds which they could contribute toward National Office
projects. If so, this would resolve the problem, at least in the short term. The National Office performs many
important roles in the club and is effectively run on the smell of an oily rag. While there are some paid staff, there are 
very few for an organisation of this size and operational scope. They do an amazing job on many fronts.

There is a range of reasons why income is forecast to fall short of potential outgoings in the coming year, but one I 
am particularly concerned about is the possibility of declining relevance of the club to New Zealanders in general. 
Fifty years ago club members looked a lot like (and were indeed like) the majority of the population - the male
population that is. This is no longer the case. White males represent an increasingly smaller proportion of the
population. There has been some effort to engage women in the club – they now make up about 30% of members. 
And while there has been some discussion about youth engagement, almost no attempt has been made to engage 
with more than 50% of the rest of New Zealand - Maori, Pacifica, Indian and Asian.

I suggest that this is a significant factor contributing directly or indirectly to the financial challenges facing the club. 
While some support from the Sections will certainly help in the short term, in the longer term, if our club is to remain 
viable and vibrant, we need to rethink how we engage with these communities, consider their needs and interests 
and what we can offer to them. In fact, we have an obligation to raise their awareness of the outdoors and alpinism 
so that they can also appreciate the benefits of our unique environment as well as mountaineering and its associated 
activities. Why, for example, should they care about access issues if they don’t seem relevant or aren’t connected to 
their interests?

If you’re reading this I suspect I’m preaching to the unconverted. If we don’t seek to engage with the changing nature 
of our communities we risk becoming an increasingly disconnected bunch of mostly white men and the club’s
financial challenges will remain or continue to increase.

“What we can see depends heavily on what our culture has trained us to look for”.
Nell Irvin Painter

If you have any comments on what you like or don’t like send an email to
wellington@alpineclub.org.nz or tweet us @NZACWellington. 

Simon

Simon Williamson
Chair: NZAC Wellington
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From the Editor
As winter approaches there are some important events looming up -  Banff 

Wellington - tickets selling fast, an avalanche awareness  course and the
annual Snow Craft courses - now waitlisted. Read more.

 
Thanks for the latest trip reports and images. Please keep em coming.

Just type up a report of between half a page to three pages as a
Word document, email it to me at occasionalclimber@gmail.com

with one to six jpeg images and I’ll format it for Vertigo.
 

Don’t forget the page quicklinks at the base
of each page - they let you go straight to

the page you want rather than having
to scroll back and forth all the time. 

 
Peter  An avalanche above K2 Base Camp - Peter Laurenson
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NZAC instruction courses open for registration
Click for more details - Ice Climbing    Ski Touring (and, from 5th July, the new guide here) 

Darrans Winter Climbing Meet
Sunday 7 to Sunday 15 July 2018. More here.

Ski-fields offering NZAC members a discount for the 2018 season

Cross Country Rentals NEW 10% discount to members
Please present your active NZAC membership card at the time of quoting for a discount.
Cross Country Rentals has 12 locations nationwide from Christchurch to Auckland, contact us now!
* Subject to vehicle availability
* Discount does not apply to hires 15 days or longer
* Discount applies to hire charges only

Volunteer opportunity
Volunteer NZOIA Rock Level 2 Qualified Instructors needed! Held over 8 days each summer, this great 
youth programme needs volunteers to ensure the succession of the camp for our future
generations. Educate the climbing youth of today at some of NZ’s iconic crags! Read the 2015
Instructor report by John Entwisle and check out the Camp Facebook page. Email Ashlee to
express your interest. 

UIAA ice climbing season
The provisional calendar for the 2018 UIAA
Ice Climbing season is now in place. Read more. 

2018 UIAA Mountain Protection Award  - applications now open
As a member of the UIAA the NZAC is eligible to enter individual or group projects for this award. Please 
email the General Manager, Karen Tait, if you have a project for entry.
The UIAA Mountain Protection Award (MPA) was created in 2013. During its six years of existence, the an-
nual UIAA Mountain Protection Award (MPA) has made a tangible difference to mountain lives, communities 
and the environment. It has enabled people to raise finances to build key
infrastructures, conduct vital research and fulfil pending goals; it has provided an international
showcase and communication platform for projects to raise awareness and exchange ideas and
initiatives. Not only has it supported local communities, it has fostered its own global community. The Award 
celebrates innovation and a desire to make a difference. Click for more.

AHT’s 2018 Inspiring Explorers’ Expedition to Greenland has begun
Attempting a crossing of the ice cap, the team will traverse 560km on skis and the journey will take about a 
month. Follow the expedition here and on our Facebook and Instagram channels.

Expedition Fund 2018 Call for Applications and Donations

XII ISMM World Congress On Mountain Medicine
21-24 November 2018, Kathmandu, Nepal, www.ismm2018.org, email

International Snow Science Workshop preliminary programme here

Gear Hire

Don’t forget the Section has gear for hire: avalanche transceivers, ice axes, shovels, stakes,
hammers, helmets, crampons, probes, PLBs, ice hammers (entry level).

To hire gear please fill in the form here.

Each item costs $5 per week with the exception of PLBs – PLBs are free but require a deposit of 
$50 refundable on return. 

A little bit of advance notice would be appreciated as gear often needs to be retrieved from the gear 
store in Lower Hutt. Gear collections and drop-offs are usually available in the city during the
working day or at section night.

Accommodation on Mt Ruapehu 

Our snowcraft courses for the past few years have been run out of the Manawatu Tramping and
Skiing Club lodge on Whakapapa. We’re always made to feel welcome and the lodge is well
situated a short walk from the top of the Bruce Road. Membership to the club is extremely
reasonable - $35 per year or $50 for a family membership. Members stay at the lodge for $36 a 
night including food. If you’re looking for somewhere to base yourself for your winter pursuits or 
rock-climbing over the summer months go to www.mtsc.org.nz/joining.php to find out more about 
joining the club.
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Heading to Mt Cupola, Nelson Lakes

Potton and Burton Publication Discount to Members 
The following two publication discount offers have been
reactivated for 10% off for members’ purchases online. 

Caves: exploring New Zealand’s Subterranean Wilderness
by Marcus Thomas and Neil Silverwood

Edmund Hillary: a biography
by Michael Gill

American Alpine Club 2018 International
Climbers’ Meet, Yosemite Valley

The American Alpine Club is hosting its 10th annual International 
Climbers’ Meet (ICM), to be held the week of Oct 7th - Oct 14th, 

2018 in Yosemite Valley. There will be three days of education
programming, host climbers available for guidance, and, per usual, 

an international cast of characters that will be crushing Yosemite. 
More here. 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/alpine-climbing/courses/leading-on-technical-ice-course/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/skiing-touring/courses/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/backcountry-ski-touring-in-new-zealand/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/single-event/?event_id=2917843
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/?region_filter=&category_filter=ski-field
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/25731-cross-country-rentals/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/nzac-youth-climbing-camp-2015/
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-National-Youth-Climbing-Camp-1607362462824826/
mailto:ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz
http://theuiaa.org/uiaa/provisional-calendar-2018-uiaa-ice-climbing-season/
mailto:general.manager@alpineclub.org.nz
https://www.theuiaa.org/mountain-protection-award/
https://www.inspiringexplorers.com/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/expedition-fund-2018-call-for-applications-and-donations/
http://www.ismm2018.org
mailto:office@ismm.org
http://issw2018.com/en/program/preliminary-program.html
https://alpineclub.org.nz/courses/
http://www.mtsc.org.nz/joining.php
page2
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https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/potton-and-burton-edmund-hillary-2/
https://americanalpineclub.org/international-climbers-meet
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All our planned South Island trips come with the added bonus that rental vehicle costs for Wellington 
Section members are covered by the Section.

If you’re uncertain about the skill level required with any of the trips, would like to register your
interest or to find out more, email us at wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Also, please contact us if you’re keen to run a trip yourself – the Committee can help with
advertising and logistics.

Snowcraft 2018 
Find out more and go on waitlist here 

 
When What and where
7 - 14 June Banff Mountain Film Festival 2018 Wellington

Memorial Theatre, Victoria University, 1-21 Kelburn Parade, Kelburn 
2 programmes - Blue and Red - Click to make your booking

Blue 7 June Sold out                 Red Sunday 10 June

Blue Monday 11 June                Red Thursday 14 June
 

TBA depending on level of 
interest

Self rescue course for new comers
Titahi Bay, expressions of interest sought wellington@alpineclub.org.nz

Thursday 5 July, from 6pm Avalanche Awareness Course presented by Aviette Musin
The Third Eye, Tuatara Brewery, level 2 - the ideal precursor to a Snowcraft 
Course or any winter alpine activities. Please note, there is a koha of $5 
per member and $10 per non-member for this event

19 and 27 - 29 July Beginner Winter Snowcraft Course - full, on waitlist
26 Jul and 3 - 5 Aug Beginner Winter Snowcraft Course - one place left
9 and 17 - 19 Aug Beginner/Intermediate Winter Snowcraft Course - full, on waitlist 
16 and 24 - 26 Aug Intermediate/Advanced Winter Snowcraft Course - full, on waitlist

To register for any of these courses click here or contact
wellington@alpineclub.org.nz

July/August Wellington Section Annual Photo Competition
Judging evening Wed 29 August. Details to come.

5 to 7 October North Island Ski Touring Meet 2018
Based at Tukino Lodge, Mt Ruapehu
Info Pack      Registration     Please contact Mac with any questions
A great opportunity to find likeminded people, enjoy some spring ski touring adventures with them 
and explore Ruapehu’s wild side, away from the busy ski fields. Please note this is not a led trip, 
so when on the meet, groups will need to be able to look after yourselves when away from the 
lodge.

13 - 27 April 2019 Wellington Section Trip to Arapiles
Please email your expression of interest to Jenny Cossey
Fly to Melbourne individually and leave by car in a group from Melbourne on Saturday 13th April. 
Returning by car to Melbourne on Saturday 27th April. Please note these are the two weeks of 
the NZ school holidays which includes Good Friday (19th April), Easter Monday (22nd April) and 
ANZAC Day (25th April). Please book your own air tickets early to suit you. The Wellington section 
will give a subsidy towards car hire for the trip for a maximum of ten section members who register 
with the trip organiser Jenny Cossey on a first come first served basis.

page2
mailto:wellington@alpineclub.org.nz
https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/wellington/
mailto:wellington@alpineclub.org.nz
https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/wellington/
mailto:wellington@alpineclub.co.nz
https://goo.gl/HMdnvo
https://goo.gl/forms/3oS6driSxHEuhrMX2
mailto:andrew@mackintosh.org.nz
mailto:jennycossey1@gmail.com
https://www.eventopia.co/event/Banff-Mountain-Film-Festival-World-Tour-2018-Wellington-Blue/362703
https://www.eventopia.co/event/Banff-Mountain-Film-Festival-World-Tour-2018-Wellington-Red/362700
https://www.eventopia.co/event/Banff-Mountain-Film-Festival-World-Tour-2018-Wellington-Red/362704
https://banff.nz/tickets-venues/#Wellington
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Mount Travers: south-east ridge to summit
Words Scott Harper

An early escape from work on Thursday gave us ample time to reach the Inter Islander and for some 
quick introductions around the team before our 2:45 departure. We had a placid sailing and made
excellent time across the Strait, touching down in Picton a little after 6pm. Once we had picked up the 
rental car it was off to find our accommodation in St Arnaud. With a short stop in Blenheim for some 
dinner and supplies, we arrived in St Arnaud around 9pm with enough time for a final gear check before 
lights out.

We awoke to a very foggy morning and made our way to the docks to meet Hamish our trusty boat 
captain. Visibility was down to a few meters which made for a nervous experience navigating purely on 
GPS, but as we got nearer to the south end of the lake, the fog lifted to reveal blue skies and some
stunning views of the valley ahead. We arrived at Lake Head Hutt and hit the track straight away.
Making great time, we took a little over 3 ½ hours to cover the 15km to John Tait Hut and, after a short 
lunch stop, we continued up the final 6-7Km stretch towards Upper Travers. This section is a bit steeper 
and includes a 500M altitude gain, but is an easy walk, with a little rock hopping and a few stream
crossings along the way. We arrived at Upper Travers around 2:30pm approximately 6 or so hours from 
when we left off and spent the remainder of the afternoon prepping for the climb to come. The weather 
was not looking great for the next day but we were adamant to make the most of it and have a crack 
regardless. The Hutt was fairly empty when we first arrived but a steady stream of trampers continued to 
stroll in throughout the afternoon, with the last stragglers arriving shy of 9pm, having left the Roberts car 
park earlier that morning!

Much to the disdain of everyone else in the Hutt we sprung out of the sleeping bags spot on 5am, had a 
quick bite to eat and a coffee, hitting the track spot on 6am. The sky looked clear as we made our way 
up to the saddle, but as it got lighter the cloud seemed to be thickening. We arrived at the top of the
saddle a little under an hour after leaving the Hut and were greeted by a slurry of light rain, strong winds 
and limited visibility.

First pitch above the notch. Photo Carolyn Ellis

Taking a breather at John-Tait Hut on the way in. Photo Simon Williamson

Having unsuccessfully attempted Mount Travers a year earlier
I was dead set on making the most of the long Easter weekend
and returning for another crack at this iconic mountain nested
in the heart of the Nelson Lakes range.
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We knew summiting in this weather would be neigh on impossible but we decided to make the most of 
the situation and do some light reconnaissance along the ridge in preparation for the next day’s
attempt. We managed to make it to about 2000m altitude before the conditions forced us to turn back. 
As we trudged back down from the saddle the rain was getting heavier and heavier and we arrived 
back at Upper Travers just before lunch absolutely sodden to the bone. The afternoon was spent
nursing hot cups of tea, drying out our soaking gear and getting some rest in preparation for tomorrow’s 
attempt. 

With it being Easter Sunday and daylight saving, we had an extra hour up our sleeves and decided to 
make the most of the time by getting up at 4am and hitting the track by 5am. Sunday’s weather was far 
better and, upon reaching the saddle, we got some absolutely stunning views of the moon sitting just 
above Mount Franklin on the horizon and, shortly after that, a beautiful sunrise to the east. We
continued scrambling along the ridge and arrived at the “notch” just before 7am. The notch is an
excellent little spot of rock with some formidable exposure on either side housing large drops. This 
location also seems to funnel a lot of wind through it, which makes for some chilly belaying. We geared 
up and Dion lead the first pitch up the left crack. It’s an easy climb and can be completed in semi
rigid boots. Approximately 30-40m directly above the notch is an excellent little spot for an anchor and 
enough space to somewhat comfortably house four climbers. While we switched around gear Dion,
being the more experienced trad climber, decided to lead the second pitch as well and took us around 
to the western side of the face. This pitch is a little more difficult than the first and involves more 
traversing, but is slightly shorter. Once we were all at the top we continued our scramble towards the 
summit, past the icy black moss slabs and up another steeper section. For this next face (about 2200m 
altitude) we decided to go up the east side, following a prominent crack towards the top. The last ten 
meters are very steep and there are few foot holds but some excellent hand holds. You do not need to 
rope up for this bit but we did for some extra safety, once the first climber was up and over. A few
minutes of scrambling later and we had made it to the summit! We got amazing views throughout the 
entire valley due to no cloud and, after a short stop for some photos and food, we started our decent 
down the north east ridge.

On the summit, from left - Scott, Carolyn, Simon and Dion. Photo Scott Harper

It’s a fairly easy down climb along the ridge with the odd scree section or two. We followed the 
ridge down for approximately 500 meters or so and found a nice rappel spot, which put us 15 
meters off the top of the north-eastern scree field. A small down climb and we were on the scree 
and heading south again, back towards the Hut. The terrain here is a horrible mix of large and 
small stoned scree, which eventually turns to tussock. As you crest one of the spurs, there is a 
mix of large boulders under the tussock which can make for some ankle twisting fun! We arrived 
back at the Hut around 5:30pm, which left enough time for a hot meal and some relaxation
before calling it a day.

With a 2:00pm deadline for the water taxi back home and 22km left to walk, we hit the track nice 
and early to give ourselves some breathing space. It was a lovely stroll back down through the 
valley and we arrived at Lake Head just before 12:00pm, enjoying a few hours of chatting to 
other hikers and finishing off the last of our food before Hamish arrived to take us back to the car. 
And what trip isn’t complete without a beer and hot meal at the local pub. All in all the trip was a 
great success and all the team thoroughly enjoyed themselves, a great start to this year’s
climbing season!

On the descent above the abseil. Photo Carolyn Ellis
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In to the void
Words and pictures Peter Laurenson

There are plenty of striking places in the Tararuas, but 
the ladder at the steepest section of the Tararua Peaks, 

just west of Maungahuka Hut, stands out to me. I’d seen 
photos of it – even a guy lugging his dog up it in his back 

pack. On my first visit five years ago I had a two day 
space over Easter, so thought it was time I went and had 

a look myself. I slogged through two long days in cloud 
and, at the time, the photographer in me knew I’d have 

to come back in better weather. And with a bit more time. 
The circuit from Otaki Folks, up past Field Hut to Bridge 
Peak, then along the main range past Maungahuka Hut, 

Anderson Memorial Hut and over Junction Knob, then 
plunging down to Otaki River and Waitewaewae Hut, 

before returning to Otaki Folks is physical – 55 horizontal 
kms and, more tellingly, 4,000 vertical metres of ascent 

and descent.

It was nearing the end of the first week of the April school 
holidays and not much was happening. “Okay guys, it‘s 
looking good for a two day weather window this coming 

Sunday/Monday. Time to put your screens down and
gather some gear together.” Some grunts from Ed,

seventeen and Will fifteen, confirmed that they
understood.

A few days later, in lovely clear weather as we made our 
way along the main range towards the Tararua Peaks, Will 

asks “So just how big is this ladder Dad?” Yes, its
reputation was having its usual effect on the boys. ‘Keen 

with a touch of apprehension’ summed up their
demeanour as we reached the top of the trail, just beneath 

Tuiti’s summit. Ahead was a steep, two hands required, 
partially cable protected drop to a small notch.

Beyond that was ‘the void’.

It was in the 1930s that intrepid trampers first pushed a 
route through the Tararua Peaks. Using climbing ropes 
for protection, it took several attempts to crack it. Later 
a wire cable was installed, which I imagine would have 

been a fairly focusing ascent or descent tool, especially 
in wet conditions. The cable was later upgraded by the 

Forest Service to a chain ladder. Pictures reveal a wobbly 
affair that, at least, would be preferable to a single cable. 

The current aluminium ladder was installed by DOC in the 
early 2000s. About 25m high, with over 70 rungs, it’s an 
impressive and very effective way to get up or down the 

crux section of this rugged route. 
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By the time I and my arthritic knees reached the top of the ladder in the exposed and craggy little notch 
between Tuiti and Tunui, the 1,325m twins known as the Tararua Peaks, Ed and Will were already lounging 
nonchalantly at the bottom. Damn it, I wanted to get some shots with someone on the solidly constructed 
structure. “Ed, climb up a bit so I can shoot you.” To do that I had to gingerly dismount the ladder onto steep 
tussock on the ladder’s true right (if you define the sides of ladders in terms of looking down them), then 
hook an arm around the top rung before going to that somewhat more precarious through-the-lens space. 

A bit later we were getting a selfie at the DOC sign on top of Maungahuka (1,330m). The clear weather was 
giving way to swirling cloud as we dropped down to Maungahuka Hut at dusk. I lingered for more photos, 
enjoying some beautiful cloud-at-sunset light. And life got even better upon entering the hut. Four room 
temperature, i.e. chilled, bottles of Kiwi Larger sat gleaming appetizingly at me from the bench. Nec minute 
there were only three left and I felt considerably refreshed. The hut book revealed that two hunters had left 
them behind for all comers – legendary behaviour.

Twelve bunk Maungahuka Hut, nestled into the tussock hillside beside a pretty tarn at 1,280m, deserves its 
reputation for being situated in one of the most spectacular spots in the Tararuas. This became even more 
apparent, when I looked back from the ridge north of Anderson Memorial Hut the next afternoon, to see the 
main range unfold in clearing cloud. Right in the middle, at what appeared to be near the highest point, sat a 
tiny red dot commanding unimpeded views.

This trip along the main range, with a stop at Maungahuka Hut is a must do for any hill and mountain lovers. 
For a route map and more images - www.occasionalclimber.co.nz

page2
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Powered by volunteers

We’re always thankful for volunteers and members stepping forward to help the section run
smoothly. A lot goes on to keep our club going, virtually all powered by volunteers. On the back 
page is our “Club on a page” summary. It gives an at a glance description of all the things we do, 
how and why. Feel free to print a copy and pass it on to anyone who might be interested in
becoming a member or volunteer. And if you’d like to learn more about how you could get
involved, please email us at wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Role Name Contact
Chair person Simon Williamson 021 054 7684
Secretary, gear custodian Carolyn Ellis 021 574 287
Treasurer Vacant
Trip co-ordinator Eric Duggan 021 350 161
Section nights, Vertigo, Photocomp Peter Laurenson 021 446 725
Social media Marie Kelly
Club liaison Keith Munro
Library, Projects Alex Waterworth
General Committee Matt Pemberton
General Committee Guy Dubuis
General Committee Joshua Mouat 
Patron John Nankervis
Rock drill overseer Jeremy Tries 027 555 5893

  www.facebook.com/nzacwellington

  Twitter @NZACWellington
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For quick access to our Section’s page on the
NZAC website, click or scan this QR code

mailto:wellington@alpineclub.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/nzacwellington
mailto:@NZACWellington
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https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/wellington/
http://www.fergskayaks.co.nz
http://www.hangdog.co.nz
http://www.iclimb.co.nz
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