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Follow Us On 
FaceBook

No Need to be a Facebook 
User

Click the button

Nelson Section

Club News can now be 
found on the website. There 
are news items and trip 
reports from all over the 
country. Click the button 
below to go there now!

CLUB NEWS 

Sect ion Gear  Hire

The Nelson section gear (ice axes, 
avo gear, locater beacon etc) is 
available to all section members. 
Contact Liam Sullivan 
liam_sullivan@yahoo.com

More 
Info

Club Donations

We have a link online where 
members can donate online, but it 
is in the shop and so not easy to 
find. The funds are all still the 
same: Members can also use our 
bank account 03 0502 0607822 00, 
or send in a cheque (NZ only 
though).

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/the-darran-mountains-in-winter-a-climbers-guide
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 With the desire to further my skills and experiences in the 
mountains I attended the high alpine skills course, run through the 
Alpine Club in November. There were four on the course and was 
run by Paul Rodgers. We all met at Unwin Lodge the day before 
and started and get to know each other and met Paul and decided 
on the plan for the week, gear and what we hoped to achieve etc . 
The next morning saw us heading to the airport to catch a snow 
plane to Tasman saddle hut. Pretty amazing flight in, with a clear 
sky and warm day and soon after we had gear stowed and took a 
break through the hottest part of the day before heading out and 
doing some crevasse rescue training. 

TRIP REPORTS
High Alpine Sk il ls Course



 

 The forecast came through that night for another two days of good 
weather before the next front rolled though, so with the desire to get 
a few peaks in we decided to get out early and head up Mt. Aylmer 
and Hochstetter dome the following morning. We stepped out the 
door at four the next morning to find great conditions; a clear sky 
and a good freeze as our footsteps crunched out way up towards 
our objectives. We decided on heading up Hochstetter first because 
of the aspect and the sun greeted us as we made our way along a 
short section of tricky ridge before getting on to the main ridge 
leading to the summit. With warm light flooding over the peaks 
around us it was an amazing climb and were greeted with an 
amazing view form the top.  





 

  

After dropping back down and making our way over to Aylmer 
we got out the ropes and started pitching to the top, practicing 
placing snow stakes and ice screws and short pitching to the 
top to get the most practice in. The heat was building all ready 
and we took in the views from the peak before walking off the 
other side and making our way back down towards the hut. 
After lunch and a siesta we did some review on the rope work 
from the mornings trip in the hut and waited for the weather 
forecast while swapping stories with the two other groups 
there. The weather was a bit uncertain but with a good chance 
of high wind followed by a good dump of snow in the coming 
days so we decided to walk out the following day.   



 

  

After a good breakfast we packed up and headed down the 
glacier, going over glacier travel and rope work as we went. It 
was quite windy up the tops, but not too bad down low and 
we followed the Tasman down the valley, making our way 
over and around some big crevasses that were amazing to 
look down into. The snowshoes we brought payed dividends 
as things softened up, and it would have been a slog without 
them. one past the fern we were back into cramp ons and 
soon found a great litt le spot to practice some more crevasse 
rescue. We managed to get a heli out and back to the lodge 
later that afternoon and met up with a few other groups that 
had also gotten out before the weather turned.  



 We spent the next couple days climbing at Sebastabol bluffs 
and going over rescues at the hooker bridge. Also went to see 
the dawn wall at the hermitage, an epic movie and such a great 
setting to see it in. There was a great mix of time in the 
mountains, training and socialising and cementing the things we 
had learnt along the way. I got a lot out of the course and look 
forward to putting it all in to practice soon . - Josh Knox



Hi All

A post re the recent work at Homer to share via your social media and newsletters 
thanks: https://alpineclub.org.nz/homer-hut-work-party-2018/ 

Regards, 

Margaret  McMahon

Hi all

This title is new to the NZAC stock. Please let members know via your newsletters 
and social media, thanks: https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/scenic-playground/ 

 Regards, 

Margaret  McMahon
National Administrator

Hi Editors

Just in case you?d like to share with members, the official launch of MSC ?Plan My Trip? 
has taken place:

 

https://mountainsafety.org.nz/plan-my-trip/#/ 

 

This first of its kind planning tool is finished in time for summer.  Developed by the MSC 
and supported by DOC and MetService - who both  provide live warnings and alerts - the 
free online tool seeks to help  those that may not know how to find the right 
information.

As well as the MSC website the tool is also available as an interactive component on 
several notable partner sites including DOC, MetService, Bivouac, Torpedo7 and Macpac. 
With plans in place to add the tool to several more websites, including AA Traveler.

Nat ional Of f ice News
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Hi Editors

Some news from MSC you may like to share: 
https://medium.com/@nz_msc/ insights-issue-specific-advisory-group-tongariro-alpine-crossing-920d571b7df6 

Insight s: Issue Specif ic Advisory Group?? ?Tongar iro Alpine Crossing

Expression Of  Int erest

Do you want to contribute to improving tramper safety in NZ? Expressions  of interest 
are now open to become part of an advisory group which will  have a positive impact 
on reducing harm and improving the experiences  for walkers on the Tongariro 
Alpine Crossing.

 

Hello Editors

Please advertise to members a brand new discount provider as below. Also, if  you could promote our 
member benefit providers generally at the same  time it would be appreciated, especially Splitn2 and 
Cactus as they both  donate annually to the NZAC?s Club Hut and Expedition Funds,  respectively, on 
top of offering members a general discount. Thanks

New: Outdoor eStore 10% discount to members: https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/outdoor-estore/ 

All discount providers: https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/ 

 Regards, 

Margaret  McMahon
National Administrator

https://medium.com/@nz_msc/insights-issue-specific-advisory-group-tongariro-alpine-crossing-920d571b7df6
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Hello 

My name is Riley Tronson, and I got in contact with the Nelson/Marlborough  
Chapter of the New Zealand Alpine Club a few months back. I wanted to  check in 
to see if you had a chance to try out our outdoor app, Diverge.  Just as a refresher, 
Diverge is an interactive trail map and activity  tracker. With Diverge, you can 
record your activities, see your progress  on the trail map and compete with 
friends to be the first to record new  trails and earn First Ascents.

We are working hard to build an amazing product for the outdoor community and 
we would love for you to try it out.

Diverge is available for free on the App Store (https://appsto.re/us/yqsJ-.i).

Regards,

Riley Tronson

divergemaps.com

Not ices

https://appsto.re/us/yqsJ-.i
http://divergemaps.com/

