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Central Otago 

News Line 
 

 Newsletter of the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club - July 2018 (#2) 
 

 As I write this my eyes glance out to the snow-covered hills. Winter is truly here with 
some great snowfall providing early season opening to the Central Otago Ski areas. Many 
club members have been putting their back-country skis to good use, sometimes getting 
in an early morning skin and ski before work.  

It is a good reminder for those of you venturing out to do some ski touring or climbing 
adventures to make sure you have and know how to use the appropriate safety 
equipment – avalanche transceiver, snow shovel and avalanche probe.  

Recent conditions have seen some significant avalanche hazards start to build up in the 
back-country.  Check the Avalanche Advisory at https://www.avalanche.net.nz/ before 
you head out. If you are starting your trip at a ski area, then go and talk to Ski Patrol to 

get the latest information and advice.  If you are wanting to learn more about Avalanche Awareness and safe 
travel in the back-country, then go to https://alpineclub.org.nz/about-courses - all the ski-touring and alpine 
courses have an avalanche awareness component.  The Mountain 
Safety Council also have a comprehensive list of other providers -  
https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/resources/community/courses/   
 

I had a great half day walk up behind Arrowtown (Sawpit Gully) last 
week. It was a tad chilly in the Gully, with a great layer of ice coating 
the track which made for some slippery moments! Okay I admit it was 
for work, but that did not reduce the impact of the magnificent views 
and wow factor of this amazing location.  
 
Winter is a busy time with so much happening, so check out the 
Upcoming Events for your Diary to see what is on so you don’t miss out. 
                  

 

Next Section Meeting/Event: 

Climbing in the Times of Slide Film 
 

Some people are old enough to remember what it was like to use slide film, 
carry the film, take the photos, develop them, throw too many of them out 
and clunk clunk clunk your way through a slide show with those that are left.  
One of those dinosaurs is Derek Chinn – he’s pulled together a selection of 
slides and stories for us. All welcome for what will be both an interesting, 
informative and entertaining evening.   Thursday 18th July – Upstairs, 
Queenstown Events Centre 7pm-9pm. Slide show starts 7.30pm.  For  

       registration and details https://www.facebook.com/events/265015847580026/    
 

In August, Bill and Erik will be organising a club ski-touring trip, so keep an eye out for more details on our 
Facebook group site – New Zealand Alpine Club – Central Otago Section 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

 

View towards Lake Hayes & Remarkables 
(Bridg Janse) 

https://www.avalanche.net.nz/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/about-courses
https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/resources/community/courses/
https://www.facebook.com/events/265015847580026/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
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CHAIRPERSONS MUSINGS: 

At the time of our last newsletter, 1st May, we had just had our first dump of snow, early for Winter.  We 

say, “snow in May never stays” but it certainly has this May.   The ski fields have great cover, the backcountry 

is already good for touring, even on your good skis and the gullies are full of snow.  I don’t know about you, 

but I so often get caught short on my first trip of a new season – going from Summer to Autumn – freezing 

in my summer sleeping bag, then from Autumn to Winter, using the wrong weight crampons, or not having 

enough warm clothing.  Fortunately, they are all minor things and haven’t got me into any trouble…  A couple 

of photos below are the difference of 10 days up on Single Cone on the Remarkables – one feeling like Spring 

conditions, the other, very very wintery! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to our Section growing and becoming a good-sized community of like-minded people.  

Thanks so much to those who supported us at BANFF – what a great success – two nights sold out, within a 

few weeks of releasing tickets!  The Full Moon Meet was also well attended – see the report below.  Please 

don’t hesitate to contact us if you have something you would like to do, or suggestions you may have, for 

the Section.  We would love to hear from you!!  - cosnzac@gmail.com 

Enjoy your winter, play lots and be safe.  Looking forward to seeing you at our next Section Meet.   

 

TRIP REPORTS: 

We would love to hear what you have been up to!!  Please send any trip reports to us at cosnzac@gmail.com 

 

FULL MOON MEET – MT DEWAR, 28 JUNE 2018   

A hardy group of expert 

mountaineers tackled the steep 

and relentless track up to the 

mighty summit of Mt Dewar, 

near Coronet Peak.  At a lofty 

height of 1310m above sea 

level, this trip was not for the 

faint hearted!!  So, laden with 

lots of clothes, some with 

multiple lenses and a tripod, the 

team of 10 slowly ascended, 

finally to make the summit to a 

June 3rd, Heading down from South Gully June 13th, almost the same spot – felt like full on winter conditions 

mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
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bright moon and fantastic views over the basin.  What was everyone else doing that night? we thought as 

we sipped on superbly crafted mulled wine, hot chocolate to die for and the odd drop of Kyrgyzstan Cognac.   

The first of our “Micro Adventures”.  Watch this space…. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trip members – Lenka Vysinova, Mary Jowett, Rachel Robertson, Wulf Solter, Nick Eyre, Phil Green, Nigel Lloyd, 

Bill Malone, Beatrice Diller and Wendy Johnston  

 

Upcoming Events for your diary: 

 

New Zealand Mountain Film & Book Festival – is on now  
 

Wanaka 29 June- 4 July;  
Cromwell 4 July 
Queenstown – 5-7 July. Check out 
http://www.mountainfilm.nz/ 
 

 

 

11th Annual Darrans Winter Climbing Meet 

The Darrans in winter offer some of New Zealand's best climbing 

potential. With objectives to suit climbers of all levels of experience and 

ability. From gentle snow plods and roadside cragging, right through to 

some of the biggest and most difficult mountain faces in the country. 

However, please be warned that the Darran Mountains in the depths of 

winter is not to be taken lightly. This is big and serious country and you 

need to be adequately prepared for any objective that you plan to 

attempt. The Meet is not really suited to those with no Winter 

experience. If in doubt, please ask in advance. 

Date: Saturday 7th - Sunday 15th July 2018. 

Where: Homer Hut in the heart of the Darran Mountains. 

Sign up online here and join the Facebook group 

 

  

http://www.mountainfilm.nz/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfW_vDB-KkljgdKPvqb1ed9vGL2SracjSprWwyWM_6MW4D_4w/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/groups/365806993538590/about/
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Book Launch – Backcountry Ski-Touring in New Zealand 
 

I don’t know about you, but we are pretty excited about this new guide book.  There 
are a couple of launches in the South Island. 

NZ Mountain Film and Book Festival – Monday 2nd July 5.30 – 6.30pm.  If you are lucky 
enough to have a ticket for the book launch at the NZ Mountain Film & Book Festival in 
Wanaka, you will be able to purchase it there.   

Bivouac Outdoor, Tower Junction Christchurch – Wednesday 25th July.  Alternatively, 
if you are in Christchurch, there is another book launch and avalanche awareness event 
at Bivouac Outdoor, Tower Junction, Christchurch.  See 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/christchurch-book-launch-backcountry-ski-touring-in-new-zealand/ for details.  
This looks like a “not to miss” event if you are up that way. 

If you are not at either of the above, the book can be purchased on the NZAC online store - 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/backcountry-ski-touring-in-new-zealand/     - $35.00 for members. 

 
NZAC NIBS (National Indoor Bouldering Series) – South Island 
Christchurch – Saturday 11th August 2.30-4.30pm, 7.00-9.30pm  
Check out https://nibs.nz/event/nibs-round-4-christchurch-2018/ for more details. 
 
Remarkables Ice and Mixed Festival – Queenstown 16th-19th August. See 
http://www.iceandmixedfestival.co.nz/  

 

Introduction to Ski Touring and Avalanche Awareness – Waitaki Ski Club  
18-19 August 2018, 22-23 September 2018   Check it out at: https://wilderlife.nz/organiser/waitaki-ski-
club/ 
 

Upcoming NZAC Courses: 

 

Leading on Technical Ice – Wye Creek, Queenstown (3-day course) 20-22 July; 3-5 August (5-day course) 
25-29 July  

Back country skiing refresher course –Falcon’s Nest Hut, Glenmore Station 26-30 August 

Introduction to back country skiing – Based Mt Olympus, Canterbury 2-6 September 

Glacier Skiing course – Aoraki Mt Cook National Park, 9-13 September, 25-29 September, 4-8 October 

For more details and registration information for all the above courses, go to the NZ Alpine Club website 
for details and registration https://alpineclub.org.nz/courses/ 

 

OTHER SECTION’S TRIPS/COURSES: 

 

SOUTHLAND SECTION - Symmetry Peak  

When: 14-15th July  
Description: Winter mountaineering in the Eyre Ranges.  
Contact: Matt Humphries  
Email: mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz 

 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/christchurch-book-launch-backcountry-ski-touring-in-new-zealand/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/backcountry-ski-touring-in-new-zealand/
https://nibs.nz/event/nibs-round-4-christchurch-2018/
http://www.iceandmixedfestival.co.nz/
https://wilderlife.nz/organiser/waitaki-ski-club/
https://wilderlife.nz/organiser/waitaki-ski-club/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/courses/
mailto:mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz
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OTAGO SECTION – Beginner snowcraft course 
When:  13th September – pre-course evening (in Queenstown for our members)  
              15th-16th September – Snowcraft course 
Description: Introductory Snowcraft course.  
This course is being run by the Otago Section, however if there are spaces, folk from our section are very 
welcome to join.  There will be a pre-course evening Thursday 13th September 7.30pm-9.00pm (in 
Queenstown for our members), and the course will be run up at The Remarkables on the following weekend 
– 15-16 September.    

The course is planned to give new mountaineers the basic skills they need to get started in the mountains 
and an appreciation of risks and challenges involved in this wonderful sport. Skills covered include ice axe 
and crampon use, avalanche avoidance and rescue, camping and navigation. Reasonable fitness is needed, 
but no prior snow experience is required.  Note that preference goes to those from the Otago Section, as we 
go to print there are still spaces left, so if you are interested in this excellent value course, please check out 
the details and contact the organiser – see Otago Section July newsletter –  

https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/otago/  

 

Messages from National Office: 

The Himalayan Trust has issued an update as a thank you for raising funds following the earthquake in 
Nepal. Many donated following the UIAA initiated request to support donations to be made (2015) that 
was promoted through the NZAC membership. Excerpts of the letter are below: 

 

 

 

 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/otago/


COSNZAC Newsletter - July 2018                                  6 

Central Otago NZAC Member Discounts: 

Many thanks to the shops below who will give you a good discount on showing your NZAC card.  Please 
support local wherever possible.   

Queenstown Stores Wanaka Stores 

Small Planet H & J Outdoors 

 

Outside Sports MT Outdoors 

  

 

NZAC Member Discounts: 

30% Macpac 
NZAC members; 
15% non Macpac 
NZAC members 

Basecamp Wanaka 

Indoor climbing $13.50 NZAC 
Adult member 

30% off DOC Annual 
Backcountry Hut 
Pass 

Twin Needles – 10% NZAC discount on 
outdoor clothing & equipment repairs  

Christchurch ph (03)3943444 

For a complete listing of current discounts available to NZAC members check out the NZ Alpine Club website. 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Otago Section Committee 2018-2019 

Chairperson Wendy Johnston Special Projects Erik Bradshaw 

Steve Fortune 

Inga Booiman 

Andy Longman 

Nick Eye  

Brian Patrick  

Secretary Bill Malone 

Treasurer Beatrice Diller 

General 
Committee 

Ben Dare 

Nigel Lloyd 

Guy Barber 

Bridg Janse Newsletter Bridg Janse 

Banff, Facebook Nigel Lloyd Email contact cosnzac@gmail.com 

Section Contact Information for the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club  

Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/
mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
https://avalanche.net.nz/

