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As I write this, the sun is shining, the snow is glistening on yet another stellar day in Queenstown. It appears 
spring has sprung, with nice crisp mornings and the odd frost, followed by beautiful sunny days. Remember 
though, it is just September, so keep those skis waxed and crampons ready for your next adventure as we 
all know what happens mid September! 

 

Next Section trip 

Ski Touring – Cardrona/Soho basin – Sat 8th 

September 

Don’t miss our second ski touring trip – Erik is taking another trip into the back 
of Cardrona and over to the Soho Basin.  This is an excellent area with lots of 
options for everyone and at the time of writing we still have space.  This trip is 
for intermediate tourers, so please head to the event in our Facebook Group - 
https://www.facebook.com/events/240912466612563/   You need to fill in 
the Google form to apply.  Looking forward to another successful section trip! 

 

Chairperson’s Musings 

It’s hard to believe we are almost in spring.  The worst part of spring is that winter is over, the best part is 
that you can do things with less clothes, lighter weight gear, and spend time basking in the sun after your 
climb, walk or ski tour.  The warm sun adds a comfort to a trip that you don’t get in Winter.  It’s always a 
great time to plan – how about having some must do’s for Spring?  If you live a busy life like most of us do, 
why not put the trips on your fridge, or your toilet door, to make sure you read them and make them happen.  
Like when you are on a diet  - but happily – “Climb Mt Somnus” has a better ring to it than “No Chocolate” 
don’t you think?  Whatever it takes for you to focus and get those trips done – do it, you’ll thank yourself for 
it in the end.   Let us know how it goes and send us in your trip reports.  Good luck! 

 

NZAC Governance review – please vote before 7th September 

If there is anything you do for the club in the next week, it has to be voting 
for the new proposed governance structure.  A mini summary is below, but 
if you want to know more, please go to 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/governance-vote/ for the detail.   
In very short – currently the Club is governed by the Club Committee – which 
is a group of up to 22 people, all from the sections/project groups, meeting 
twice a year.  With a high turnover of section representatives, this has been 
an unwieldly and very slow way of getting things done.  A Governance review 
committee was set up to recommend another way of doing it and have come 
up with a proposal of basically running the club like many large businesses 
are run – a board of 8 people, who meet 4 times a year and have a much 
better chance at getting things done!  A Section Council will be formed, with 
one person in each section represented, and two people from that group will 
be on the board.  The Section Council will be the conduit between the 
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Sections and the Board.  There are a lot more details on the NZAC website, so please take 10 minutes and 
have a read.  We really need you to vote if we are to get change.  I know what I am voting.   
You should have an email from Opavote which gives you the link for voting – it is a very simple one click 
process.  Check your Junk or Spam folders just in case…  The subject line is – “NZAC Rule Change Vote “ 
 
As our President  John Palmer said on his recent roadshow – the new governance structure will make the 
New Zealand Alpine Club great again!   
 

Communications 

Currently we have two means of communicating with our Section members:  
1.  This Newsletter – We are issuing this currently on a bi-monthly basis, 

and this goes to all members that have registered their email addresses 
with NZAC.  We try to keep you up to date with all the local goings on, 
and any National News.  Obviously, there will be things that come up 
that are happening before the next newsletter is produced, so we have 
our: 

2. Facebook Group – New Zealand Alpine Club – Central Otago Section 
- https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 
This is different to our Facebook Page – Central Otago Section.  The 
Facebook Page is set up so we, as a committee can post onto our Facebook Group page, as the 
Section, rather than as an individual.  So….  Please join our Facebook Group, or else you will miss out 
on what is going on locally.  There you will see our current events, and any information that we think 
you might be interested in…   

 

Spreading the love  

We as a committee are very aware that there is a geographical split between the major population centres 
in our Section’s region.  Queenstown has, to this point, been our epicentre.  This is not intentional but has 
simply evolved out of convenience as all our current committee members are in Queenstown.  Let us know 
what you would like to see happening to involve your area, and of course if you can help us, even better!!  
Email us at cosnzac@gmail.com  

 

Trip/event Reports 

We would love to hear what you have been up to!!  Please send any trip reports to us at 
cosnzac@gmail.com 

 

Wye not, despite the forecast? 
 
Section trip - Ski touring in the Wye – Saturday 28th July                           Bridg Janse, Photos: Shaun Moloney 
 

It was actually quite a nice morning as we met in the carpark 
at the bottom of the Remarkables Road. Eventually 
everyone gathered, and after a quick round of 
introductions, Erik outlined the plan for the day.  We car-
pooled and convoyed up to carpark One before assembling 
outside the Ski Patrol building.  After attaching the skins to 
our skis and checking all avalanche transceivers were 
working properly, we began the gradual climb up to the top 
of the Curvey Basin Chairlift.  

Warm up now complete, we headed beyond the ski area boundary up through the 
saddle to look down into Wye Creek.  Peeled the skins off, secured our bindings and 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
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set off down into Wye Creek.  A nice depth of “NZ powder” made for some great skiing. Erik pointed out 
various places and explained different ski-touring options, for those, like me, who are new to this area. 

After a quick snack and water break at the edge of the smallest snow-covered tarn, we skinned up the ridge 
towards spot height 2046m. The increasing verticality forced good technique and a turn around. Skins off 
and a steeper descent before reconvening as a group for a lunch break and conversation. 

As forecast, the cloud had started to roll in, limiting visibility.  The wind began to 
pick up and so the decision was made to head back out to the ski area.  Skinning 
back up toward the saddle we were frequently brought to a standstill as we leaned 
into the increasingly gusty head winds.  Coming back through the Saddle felt like 
standing behind an aircraft jet engine, with concentrated wind and spindrift 
blasting us until we descended below the saddle.  After gathering back together at 
the top of the Curvey Basin chair, it was agreed to debrief over hot chips and a drink 
at the Frankton Arms Tavern.    

A great day out, with good 
company, conversations and new acquaintances made. 
All the elements for a great section trip, getting some 
adventure in, despite the forecast.  A big thanks to Erik 
for leading this trip!  

Trip members – Annalise Shariff, David Bowles, Jens 
Balzat, Jo & Matt Steven, Shaun Moloney, Beatrice Diller, 
Kent Andrews, Rob Hawes, Graeme Morrison, Erik 
Bradshaw (Leader), Bridg Janse (Assistant) 

 

 

REMARKABLES ICE AND MIXED FESTIVAL  - 16th – 

19th  August 

The 7th annual RIMF was a great success for all involved.  They had over 150 
participants enjoying the best that the Remarkables has to offer over the long 
weekend.  Climbers and backcountry skiers of all abilities made the most of the 
good weather and conditions to fit in an action packed three days in the 
mountains.  And just to show that these guys know what they are doing, they 
already have a schedule of events up for next year’s festival.  You can register now! 
- https://www.iceandmixedfestival.co.nz/  Remember, this event is for everyone 
in or wanting to get into, the Alpine World.  The range of clinics is excellent, and 
they booked out quickly this year, so it might be time to register right now! 

 

An overseas trip report  

Tass-maniac road trip                                                                            Guillaume Charton 

Tasmania reveals a land full of surprises and a road trip seems to be the best way to taste the huge variety 
of rock climbing that there is on the east side of this island. 
New experiences in new places, on-sighting routes in crags you’ve never been before, meeting people and 
sharing stories: these are the main ingredients that make a road trip a real thrill. Terra-incognita is always a 
good excuse for holidaying outside of one’s comfort zone. Lying a few thousand kilometres from the South 
Island of New Zealand Tasmania is surprisingly a little-known wonder of the climbing world and one of 
Australia’s wildest places. No other island compares to Tassie, whether it is the wealth of fauna, the colourful 
flora or the quality of the rock, you are in store for an amazing climbing road trip. So, prepare yourself for a 
journey you won’t soon forget. 

https://www.iceandmixedfestival.co.nz/
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Arriving in Hobart, Tasmania’s largest city, it is amazing how swiftly you can be immersed in the local history 
and culture. The city has kept many of its old buildings some of which 
trendy cafés, pubs, and hotels. Yes, Hobart is dynamic with its scenic 
waterfront and its popular Salamanca Place which gives an authentic 
look to this part of the town. As you wander through the streets of the 
city Mt Wellington reminds you why you came here: climbing!  
At 1271m, Mt Wellington dominates Hobart and is only a short stroll 
from the city centre. As you drive through the meandering road leading 
to the ‘Mountain’, as locals call it, the organ pipes soon form an 
impressive geometrical piece of art. The dolerite, intrusive rock, is 
renowned for being a masterpiece of this type of formation. With height 
the temperature decreases dramatically. On the other hand, the views 
warm you up and climbers are surrounded by an amazing vista. The 
organ pipes have plenty of classic climbs on offer ranging from thirty to 
more than one hundred metres high all facing east. The climbing style is 
a mixture of face, corners, and excellent crack features for your trad 
gear. Unfortunately, after a few days waiting for a window of ‘okay’ 
weather to climb on the Mountain our patience ran out and we decided 
to head towards the Tasman Peninsula. 
 
A mere seventy kilometres of narrow roads from Hobart the Tasman Peninsula remains a near untouched 
gem and a well-known destination for the climbing community thanks to its Totem Pole. This is a rugged 
country eaten by the wild Tasman Sea leaving behind white sandy beaches, lush forests and lots, and lots of 
rock! 
Although the Totem Pole might be one of the world’s most famous rock features, walking around the coast 
makes you realise it is far from being unique. Checking the guidebook our objective becomes clear: The Moai, 
a 30m high pinnacle. In other words, what we think will be our morning mission….we think 
At the campsite we quiz look-alike climbers about the approach and the climb itself. All come up with 
paradoxal stories featuring big swells, tricky access gullies and full-on climbing which was just enough to 
haunt our night - sometimes you just wish you didn’t ask for beta.  Around eight o’clock the camp buzzes 
with wiry figures dashing to and from the solar showers. Our packs are already loaded, and we are ready to 
be first on the track before a guided team. My fear of snakes just heightens when a nonchalant black crosses 
our path. Just enough to awake my paranoia and to imagine those man eaters everywhere in the forest. 
After 2 hours of careful walking down the shore we spot the Moia. Already two parties are conquering this 

phallus like rock feature - in French we’d call it a 
Ménage a Trois. Patience is the virtue and so after 
much virtue the fruit is sweeter and the vista unique. 
Night settles on us just before arriving at our camp.   
 
The epiphany of our trip took place in Freycinet. Jutting 
out into the sea the pink granite of the Freycinet 
Peninsula is shaped by turquoise water giving birth to 
Mt Grahams, Mt Freycinet and the Hazards. These all 
offer near perfect climbing playgrounds next to sugar 
white sandy beaches. Thanks to the weather and the 
laid-back access, climbing is simple and stress-free. 
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There we climbed on featureless slabs (Japhlion) where a grade 16 pitch feels more like a scary 24. We placed 
gear on easy 15 and screamed for joy (and exhaustion) on steep 21s where 
a fall could end up in a splash. Freycinet is by definition a gem! Not to 
mention the omnipresent birds: sea-eagles, black cockatoos and 
Australasian gannets making the place even more alive.  
 
Leaving Freycinet we had to desalt our gear and head inland towards Ben 
Lomond. For those who have been climbing in Mount Somers, Ben 
Lomond is just the same only twenty times bigger. The dolerite column-
strewn landscape is truly impressive with Legges Tor, at 1572m, 
dominating a vast plain. It can almost be seen from Launceston a mere 50 
kilometres away.   
Frews Flute, the main climbing area, features striking fluted columns 
separated by parallel cracks often just wide enough for some painful fist 
jamming activities. If you are the type who grumbles about long 
approaches, big run-outs, and not having shiny bolts then Ben Lomond 
might not be the right place for you to climb. It is definitely not a crag for 
sport climbers as you will find very few bolts. On the other hand, you will 
be overwhelmed by the possible gear placements. The so-called Climbers Hut is an experience in itself if you 
plan to stay overnight. The stone house is selfishly tucked away from the madding crowd and surrounded by 
native bush, wombats and peaceful mosquitoes. Having fulfilled our thirst for hand jamming we headed for 
Hillwood and rest.  
 
Hillwood is considered one of the most popular sport climbing crags in Tasmania and is only 30 minutes from 
Launceston. With more than 150 routes there is definitely a climb for every ability. The tilted basalt columns 
make the rock faces look like lizard skin and provide a huge variety of crimps. The setting is magical with a 
massive amphitheatre of dolerite cliffs always facing in the shade or in the sun. For those wanting more rest 
for their knuckles and work on sloppers, Blackwood is only an hour away on a hillside with superb views over 
the Launceston Plain. It’s in a forest so most of the climbs are in the shade and out of the wind. 
 
Tasmania undoubtedly has an astounding diversity of crags and 
really does have something for everyone: from laid-back bolt 
clipping on sunny faces to multi-pitch super-steep trad climbs, there 
will be a climb somewhere here with your name on it.  
So next time you feel the onset of seasonal affective disorder, book 
a flight to Hobart and spend a week exploring Tassie. The only 
drawback is that, like many other climbers, you’ll probably want to 
stay for a month! 
 
Useful resources:  
Climb Tasmania – A selected Best Guide by Gerry Narkowicz 
Robert McMahon guidebooks 
www.thesarvo.com 
 

  

http://www.thesarvo.com/
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Upcoming Events for your diary 

 
Governance Vote – by 7th September (see above) 
Section ski touring trip – Cardrona/Soho – 8th September (see above) 

 

Introduction to Ski Touring and Avalanche Awareness – Waitaki Ski Club  
22-23 September 2018   Check it out at: https://wilderlife.nz/organiser/waitaki-ski-club/ 
 

Upcoming NZAC Courses/events 

 

These courses are excellent, and very good value, they often fill up really quickly so get in there! 
 

Introduction to back country skiing – Based Mt Olympus, Canterbury 2-6 September 
Glacier Skiing courses – Aoraki Mt Cook National Park, 9-13 September, 25-29 September, 4-8 October  
High Alpine Skills Courses - Aoraki Mt Cook National Park, 6th November – 20th January  
 
Pip and Simon are busy at Unwin Lodge, Aoraki Mt Cook, in the next few months: 
 
NZAC Spring Photography Workshop - 21-24 September  
NZAC Food for The Outdoors - 29-30th September  
NZAC Mountain Medicine Weekend - 13th - 14th October  
 
For more details and registration information for all the above courses, go to the NZ Alpine Club website 
for details and registration https://alpineclub.org.nz/courses/ 

 

Messages From National Office 

Obituaries: Name: Phyllis May Aspinall 

https://www.thewanakasun.co.nz/news/6453-phyllis-aspinall-obituary.html   Joined: 1/1/1976 
Section: Otago 
Member Type: Honorary 

 

Gear for Sale 

If you have any items for sale that you would like to list here, email cosnzac@gmail.com with “Gear for 
Sale” in the subject line. 

  

https://wilderlife.nz/organiser/waitaki-ski-club/
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Central Otago Section Committee 2018-2019 

Chairperson Wendy Johnston Special Projects Erik Bradshaw 

Steve Fortune 

Inga Booiman 

Andy Longman 

Nick Eye  

Brian Patrick  

Secretary Bill Malone 

Treasurer Beatrice Diller 

General 
Committee 

Ben Dare 

Nigel Lloyd 

Bridg Janse  

Newsletter Bridg Janse 

Banff, Facebook Nigel Lloyd Email contact cosnzac@gmail.com 

Section Contact Information for the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club  

Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

 

Central Otago section NZAC Member Discounts 

 

Queenstown Stores Wanaka Stores 

Small Planet H & J Outdoors 

 

Outside Sports MT Outdoors 
 

  

Show your NZAC membership card to receive discount and support local retailers 

 

NZAC Member Discounts 

 

30% Macpac 
NZAC members; 
15% non Macpac 
NZAC members 

Basecamp Wanaka 

Indoor climbing $13.50 NZAC 
Adult member 

30% off DOC Annual 
Backcountry Hut 
Pass 

Twin Needles – 10% NZAC discount on 
outdoor clothing & equipment repairs  

Christchurch ph (03)3943444 

 

The number of discounts given to NZAC members is increasing/changing all the time.  For a complete listing of 
current discounts available to NZAC members check out the NZ Alpine Club website. 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/ 
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