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Central Otago News 

Line 
 

 Newsletter of the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club - April 2019 (#6) 

The change of season is in the air, with a very light touch of snow atop the Remarkables this morning. 
Quite a deluge of rain on the Westcoast, which has not only significantly damaged the main highway, but 
also many other roads and bridges in the region and surrounding areas. A large part of the popular Hooker 
Valley track at Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park has been closed as recent heavy rainfall has caused problems. 
The Department of Conservation website has “DoC alerts” for damage and access information to other 
areas following the recent storms. https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-
go/canterbury/alerts/.  So before heading out on your next adventure, ensure you check for updated 
information. 

There was a great turn out to our March speaker, Lydia Bradey. We were captivated and entertained by 
photos and stories of her recent adventures in New Zealand and overseas. She is certainly seizing the day, 
with a very full work and travel diary. A huge thank you to Lydia for an inspiring evening. It included a raffle 
and auction, raising money for the Section Training Sponsorship Fund, with many thanks to Neil from 
Outfitters for providing a RAB Microlight Alpine Jacket for the auction.  

Speaking of the Section Training Sponsorship Fund, the first recipient is Raluca Ana, a keen climber who 
will put the money towards completing a Backcountry Avalanche Awareness course to better understand 
the weather patterns and the impacts on the snow conditions in the New Zealand mountains.  
 

 Next Section Meeting/Event: 

Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour – the FIRST screenings in New Zealand! 

 

Queenstown Memorial Centre – Wednesday 1st May, Thursday 2nd May - 7.30pm 
 

Different programmes each night. For more information and tickets – check out https://banff.nz/  

Tickets will be available from Macpac and Torpedo7 - Queenstown around 8th April 

Tickets: $30 single night, $50 for both nights  

NZAC members $20/night on presentation of current membership card 

COSNZAC Members – Get together and free pizza before the BANFF movie screening on Thursday 2nd May 6pm.  
Stay tuned for details on our Facebook page. 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/canterbury/alerts/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/canterbury/alerts/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/canterbury/alerts/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/canterbury/alerts/
https://banff.nz/
https://banff.nz/
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Upcoming Trips and Events for your diary 

May – 11th – 12th - Autumn Section Trip – Mt Crichton.  

Wendy and Bridg are leading our Autumn Section Trip to Mt Crichton. A great local trip, with an amazing 
alpine camp at Lake Isobel. Good for anyone with a medium to high level of fitness and used to off track 
travel. We have a maximum of 12 people on this trip, so get in quick!! For more information and our 
registration form, please go to - 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wuISlvuUVF6sG5Dtfq62DHbm3kTkl72GDOzuukhriZI/edit?usp=sharing 
 
June – Full moon evening trip – 17th  

New Zealand Mountain Film & Book Festival - Wanaka, Cromwell, Queenstown – 28h June – 6th July. 

Check out https://www.mountainfilm.nz/ 

July - Ski touring trip, date TBC 

August – Beginners Snowcraft course – 22nd/24th-25th  

Remarkables Ice and Mixed Festival – Queenstown 15th-18th August. Check it out now as workshops fill 

up quickly - see https://alpineclub.org.nz/single-event/?event_id=3245299 

October – AGM – 16th  

Trip Reports 

Ben Nevis - Central Otago Section Trip - 16-17 February 2019 – Ben Griffin 
 

February 16th and 17th saw another peak bagged under the trip leadership of Wendy and Nigel, this time 
heading to the second highest peak in the Hectors, 2234m Ben Nevis - a hidden gem tucked away out of 
sight from Queenstown and the much ogled at Remarkables. In tow were Ness, Bindy, Jo, Ioana, Gina, Hylton, 
Dave and Ben. The trip began with a very autumnal feel but quickly heated the legs up as the group explored 
some rugged and beautiful country. 
 
After parking off State Highway 6 about 2km south of Wye Creek, we all made our way across Loch Linnhie 
Station (permission required) and up 2 Mile Creek (avoiding the feral bulls that apparently lurk around these 
parts). Our first proper stop was 2 Mile Hut after what, on reflection, should’ve been a gut busting steep 
start (in typical Hector Range style). It may have been the early(ish) start, the stiff cool breeze or perhaps 
just good old fashioned “beginning-of-the-trip-banter” - either way we made our way up the first 1,200 
vertical metres and some steeper sidling through wet snow grass in good pace. 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wuISlvuUVF6sG5Dtfq62DHbm3kTkl72GDOzuukhriZI/edit?usp=sharing&fbclid=IwAR0ewPffE9e9uezk8C-a6o6zhPKDU6df7DYFUw63bI-yErPjjJczj32hefE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1wuISlvuUVF6sG5Dtfq62DHbm3kTkl72GDOzuukhriZI/edit?usp=sharing&fbclid=IwAR0ewPffE9e9uezk8C-a6o6zhPKDU6df7DYFUw63bI-yErPjjJczj32hefE
https://www.mountainfilm.nz/
https://www.mountainfilm.nz/
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Up and over the saddle of point 1659 we caught our first rewarding views over the Wye Creek South Branch 
and across to Lake Hope and Mt Tuwhakaroria - lightly dusted in snow - before heading east up the ridge in 
the direction of 2075. A short spell later the objective was in sight and Wendy led the group to a suitable 
campsite at 1900m, underneath pt. 2050, which fortunately still held clean(-ish) water. Platforms were 
prepared and it wasn’t long until Gina cracked out the best backcountry mulled wine to ever grace the 
Hectors. Nigel on the other hand decided to test the true best-before date of a decade-old dehy 
meal...verdict was: Probably fine: NZAC poo pot still unused (though this may not be proof). 
 

 
 
Sleep was intermittent for most - gusty winds and alpine hares doing their thing, but fortunately no Kea to 
threaten the tents and gear. Hylton did somehow wake to a mystery tent leak despite no evidence in the 
morning? 
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Departing camp at 6.45am on Sunday, the team headed up, looking for the route through the pass and across 
the blocky and chossy north face for the 300m final ascent. Once on the face the approach was fairly direct 
and easy scramble - the group all summiting within 2.5-3 hours. Eyes were peeled across the valley to try 
and spot the Otago Section in case they had made it to the top of Tuwhakaroria or Te Karerea. Despite the 
colder air, views were keenly taken in as were photos, with a unique view to Single and Double Cones.  
 

 

Returning was fairly straight forward. A refuel at camp and picking up the remaining gear then a long, 

niggly, descending traverse in which opinions on best route were very split. Needless to say, all were happy 

(and possibly sleepy) upon arrival at the sunny and warm 2-mile hut for a final rest before the last push. 

The walk out along the station from there was relatively uneventful (one feral bull found...didn’t want a 

fight though), the highlight being that no-one could recall having walked up the first 3km of the farm 

track...probably a good thing.  

All in all, an excellent hike through some great terrain. Certainly, the ski tourers of the group were spotting 
winter objectives. Thanks Wendy and Nigel - a great trip!  
 

 

Next Section Trip – Mt Crichton 11th-12th May 

 

To keep up with local goings on,  check out our Facebook Group – New Zealand Alpine Club – Central 
Otago Section - https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
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Messages from National Office 

 

The Southern Hemisphere Alpine Conference (SHAC) - 18 & 19th June 2019 | Christchurch, NZ 

SHAC occurs every two years and is the only event of its kind in the southern hemisphere. The conference 
brings together snow safety professionals, commercial snow and alpine organisations, guiding companies 
and industry influencers for two days of collaboration. SHAC will provide you with the opportunity to 
engage with key industry influencers and decision makers. For information go to the following link: 
https://mountainsafety.org.nz/resources/community/event-registration/southern-hemisphere-alpine-
conference-shac/ 
 

Outdoorsy NZ 

Michelle Morpeth started Outdoorsy NZ to champion mums and kids outside. Many parents - especially 

mums - find that their outdoorsy life gets put a bit on the back burner once the chaos of kids arrives, but it 

doesn’t have to be that way! She writes an inspiring blog; and her energetic Facebook group, The 

Outdoorsy Mama, is full of ideas and encouragement for mums who seek outdoor adventure. Michelle also 

offers an adventure design service for time-strapped families - she does all the research and presents you 

with your choice of a personalised e-guidebook for your escape, or a fully booked itinerary. Like to bike the 

Timber Trail with kids? Spend a week hiking Northland beach and bush trails? Want to ski Wanaka? Help is 

at hand. You can find Michelle at hello@outdoorsy.co.nz, Instagram@outdoorsy_nz, join the crew on 

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/TheOutdoorsyMama , 

Website https://www.outdoorsy.co.nz/ 

NZAC - old film footage Syme Hut and climbing on Mt Egmont (1930)  

This old silent movie “Mt Egmont, opening the new Syme Hut” may 
be of interest to members and has just been sent through to us by 
Nga Taonga. 
https://www.ngataonga.org.nz/collections/catalogue/catalogue-
item?record_id=74125 

  

 

 Protect Our Winters (POW) – from Troy Forsyth NZAC member  troforsyth@gmail.com 

If you have not heard of Protect Our Winters (often referred to as POW), I would like to introduce you. POW was 
founded by professional snowboarder Jeremy Jones in 2007, to mobilize the Snowsports community (and now more 
broadly the outdoor community) on climate action. It now has 10 international chapters spread across North 
America, Europe and Australasia and over 130,000 supporters. A New Zealand chapter of POW has just started. We 
hope to represent and mobilize the New Zealand outdoor community in positive climate action. So far we have 
focused on education and community-based activism, creating and having a presence at local events and chipping 
away at larger continuous projects. This letter is intended to be another little part we can play, a little bit of good I 
hope that we can do together. 
 
We would love for you to join forces with us at POW NZ. We are pretty new to this ourselves but are passionate and 
with good intent. Really, we just want to see positive climate action. So, let's plant the seed. I'm sure many of your 
community are aching to help. Sharing a short blurb about us with your members and how they can be involved 
would be amazing. (I am happy to write something up for this!). We have a goal to reach 200 members by the end of 
this year. You can join us here. There is lots of good to be done and I am happy to discuss more about what we may 
be able to do together or even what you can do if you don't want to be involved with us. 

I look forward to what is hopefully a great relationship and the start of many good things. Thanks in advance for all 
the good you do. 

https://mountainsafety.org.nz/resources/community/event-registration/southern-hemisphere-alpine-conference-shac/
https://mountainsafety.org.nz/resources/community/event-registration/southern-hemisphere-alpine-conference-shac/
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mailto:hello@outdoorsy.co.nz
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https://www.ngataonga.org.nz/collections/catalogue/catalogue-item?record_id=74125
https://www.ngataonga.org.nz/collections/catalogue/catalogue-item?record_id=74125
mailto:troforsyth@gmail.com
mailto:troforsyth@gmail.com
https://protectourwinters.org/
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http://protectourwinters.nz/projects/
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Digitisation of old VHS film – NZAC Veteran’s Meet 1990 – Arthur’s Pass 

In 1990 the New Zealand Alpine Club held a Veteran member meet at the Club’s 

Arthur’s Pass Lodge. This was a chance for a get-together and hike in the local area, 

including one to Lake Kaurapataka, followed by a dinner and speeches featuring the 

then Club President Geoff Gabites  https://alpineclub.org.nz/veterans-meet-1990-arthurs-pass/ 

New Stock Item – Aspiring Guides Technical Mountaineering 

Topics are presented in a stripped-down manner, to emphasize key techniques often difficult to grasp and 
learn quickly. It is an excellent learning resource and a handy reference for experienced alpinists. This is the 
2018 6th edition of this manual and can be purchased online. Log in first for your member 
discount: https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/aspiring-guides-technical-mountaineering/ 

The Club continues to sell a selection of manuals as each has different merits. Individual requirements will 

need to be considered when purchasing: https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-

category/guidebooks/instruction-manuals/ 

Accessible, digital New Zealand Alpine Journal 1892-2014 live and online  - check it out at 

please: https://alpineclub.org.nz/new-zealand-alpine-journal-digital-version-1892-2014/ 

 

Central Otago Section Committee 2018-2019 

Chairperson Wendy Johnston Special Projects Erik Bradshaw 

Steve Fortune 

Inga Booiman 

Andy Longman 

Nick Eye  

Brian Patrick  

Secretary Bill Malone 

Treasurer Beatrice Diller 

General 
Committee 

Nigel Lloyd 

Bridg Janse 

Newsletter Bridg Janse 

Banff, Facebook Nigel Lloyd Email contact cosnzac@gmail.com 

Section Contact Information for the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club  

Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

Central Otago NZAC Member Discounts 

Queenstown Stores Wanaka Stores 

Small Planet H & J Outdoors 

 

Outside Sports MT Outdoors 
 

  

Show your NZAC membership card to receive discount and support local retailers 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/veterans-meet-1990-arthurs-pass/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/veterans-meet-1990-arthurs-pass/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/aspiring-guides-technical-mountaineering/
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NZAC Member Discounts 

Remember these retailers support NZAC not only by offering discounts to members, but some companies, 
such as Cactus and Split’N2 donate annually to the NZAC’s Club Hut and Expedition Funds. 

 

Cactus Outdoor 

10% discount in-store for 
NZAC members 

Split’N2.com 

10% discount online to NZAC 
members 

Outdoor E Store 

10% discount to NZAC 
members 

Climbing Equipment NZ 

25% off RRP for NZAC 
members 

Climbing Anchors 

12.5% discount in-store and 
online to NZAC members 

Outdoor Action 

15% discount in store and 
online to NZAC members 

Further Faster 

15% off total purchase to 
NZAC members 

 

Cross Country Rentals 

10% discount to NZAC 
members 

Peak Safety 

15% off courses and 
medical supplies for 
NZAC members 

Outfitters 

15% discount to NZAC members 

 

30% Macpac NZAC 
members; 15% non 
Macpac NZAC members 

 

Basecamp Wanaka 

Indoor climbing $13.50 
NZAC Adult member 

 

30% off DOC Annual Backcountry Hut Pass 

 

Twin Needles – 10% NZAC discount on 
outdoor clothing & equipment repairs  

Christchurch ph (03)3943444 

 

For a complete listing of current discounts available to NZAC members check out the NZ Alpine Club 
website. https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/ 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/

