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Central Otago News 

Line 
 

 Newsletter of the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club - November 2018 (#4) 

 

Well the skiing has finally finished, although you could have been fooled in to thinking not, after those few 
late snow dumps bought a few extra weeks to the season.  Spring has sprung, and with that comes huge 
variability in the weather. Fine, hot and scorching days, chilly nights to be followed by heavy rain and last 
week, fresh snow to low levels.  It has been a tough few weeks in the outdoor community, with the tragic 
loss of well-known mountaineers Caleb Jennings, Martin Hess and Wolfgang Maier. Our thoughts are with 
their families and friends at this difficult time.  

There have been a few of Section trips since the last newsletter. A ski tour in the Cardrona/Soho Basin area 
on 8th September, a Beginners Snowcraft Course 15th-16th September (in conjunction with the Otago 
Section), and a climbing trip to Mt Larkin 27th-28th October.  To keep up with local goings on,  check out our 
Facebook Group – New Zealand Alpine Club – Central Otago Section - 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

There seems to be a lot about NZAC Guidebooks in this newsletter, and for good reason. The new Aoraki 
Tai Poutini – a guide for mountaineers by Rob Frost has just been launched, after five years of meticulous 
research. And in December, the Section, along with the Queenstown Climbing Club is hosting the launch of 
the new Queenstown – Rock, Ice & Bouldering guidebook. Plenty to get excited about and to assist in 
planning those next adventures. 

Next Section Meeting/Event: 

 In conjunction with the Queenstown Climbing Club and NZAC –  

Join us for the launch of “Queenstown – Rock, Ice & Boulders”  

The new guidebook has over 750 rock climbs, 200 ice & mixed routes, and 400 
boulder problems. Brand new design, new topos, 256 pages, full colour.   

There will be Guest speakers, spot prizes and much more. 

DATE: Friday 14th December 

LOCATION:  Queenstown/Frankton (to be revealed….) 

Time:  6pm onwards 

   
Strong Thomas van den Berg bouldering at  Phil Green on one of the  Gaetan Jacquard has mixed emotions on 
Jardines under the watchful eye of legend  many new routes on The Dancing Queen above Queens Drive, 
Alex Honnold             Remarkables.  The Remarkables         Photos: Guillaume Charton 

 

If you wish to purchase the new guidebook on the night, then bring some cash. Price is to be confirmed, 
with proceeds going to both NZAC and the Queenstown Climbing Club 

 

New 

Guidebook 

Launch 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
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Chairperson’s Musings 

She packed her pack, and the Chairperson headed off to foreign lands for some adventures, so we look 
forward to her safe return and musings in the next newsletter. 

 

Trip Reports 

 

Otago Beginners Snow craft Course     Nigel Lloyd, photos: Alex Shaw 

A handful of lucky Central Otago Section members got a chance to attend 
the Beginners Snowcraft Course organised by the Otago Section and held 
up at the Remarkables on the 15th and 16th September.  The course 
consisted of a theory and planning evening a couple of days before and 
then it was straight up the Remarks and onto the snow for the weekend.   
Saturday consisted of getting the chance to put a range of different skills 
into practice from step kicking and edging through to fitting and walking 
in crampons, various forms of self-arresting, avalanche transceiver 
searches, rescue drills and general snow travel.  Saturday night saw a 
debrief, meal and beverage or two at the FAT (Frankton Arms Tavern), before hitting the scratcher in 
preparation of an early start, to hopefully find some firm snow and beat the looming weather.  
 

   
Sunday saw everything go to plan and we were on the snow well before the skiers. The skies were clear, 
and the snow was frozen enough for crampons to go on at the base building which made for fast travel.  A 
sporty route weaving through the Rock Garden was chosen and then it was up the East Ridge on a mix of 
snow, rock and turf before hunkering down for some quick morning tea on the lee of the ridge.  From here 
we traversed across the top of the chutes and on upwards towards Telecom Tower.  
The wind was blowing up the basin and starting to pick up at this point, but after a brief huddle to discuss 
how everyone was feeling as conditions were starting to get a bit marginal, it was determined that 
everyone was feeling happy, warm, confident and strong, so the call was made to press onwards.  The top 
was reached in good time and we all got to see the drop off down the West Face of the Remarkables and 
enjoy the view out over the lake and to Queenstown.   
 
 The last challenge for those wanting to push the envelope was scaling a tricky little rock step and ledge 

with the full force of the wind. With the view down the 
west face to make you feel alive and keep you on your 
toes in order to get to the telecom towers 
themselves.  From here it was all downhill (some of it 
rather rapidly sliding on snow shovels), and we were 
back at the café just in time for coffee, lunch and a 
debrief before the wind really picked up. 
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Despite a fairly bad weather forecast in the week leading up to the course, which put a stop to the original 
plan of camping up around Lake Alta, a good time was had by all. We were lucky to avoid too much post 
holing and the big dump of 2018, which arrived 12 hours later.  
I really enjoyed getting to meet everyone who attended the course and was stoked to get such a good turn 
out from Central Otago members (apologies to those who missed out, remember to get in quick next 
time).  Next year, the aim is for the Central Otago Section to run our first ever snow craft course, but 
before then I really hope to see some of this year’s participants putting into practice their new-found skills 
on Central Otago Section trips and personal climbing. 
  

Aoraki Tai Poutini Guidebook Launch – Mt Cook Village - Saturday 27th October          Bridg Janse 

Quite a crowd gathered at the Mt Cook Village Community Centre, and MC Gavin Lang initiated 
proceedings with due ceremony, fitting for this special occasion. A variety of guest speakers kept us 
captivated.  

Philip Temple (Otago Section, who was a member of the first party to 
climb Mt Sefton from the west, landing by ski plane on the Douglas Neve 
in the 1960s), talked about climbing at Mt Cook in the 1960s. It was an 
“expedition” to get to Mt Cook Village before even starting any climbs 
and there weren’t any guidebooks. The main tourists back then were 
New Zealanders and a few Australians. He reflected on the striking view 
of Mt Cook, with the height from the Tasman Glacier to the top, 
equivalent to the distance from EBC to the summit of Mt Everest.   

Jane Morris (President NZMGA), reflecting on the theme of climate 
change affecting access, spoke poetically about Mother Nature being 
resilient and as climbers, we need to embrace whatever is there, “there’s 
a shared appreciation and the mountains connect us all.” 

Ben Dare (Central Otago) talking about technical winter routes, said we 
don’t need to look beyond our back door to get international levels of 
mountaineering. The climate in New Zealand is fickle, even at the best of times, so getting ideal climbing 
conditions for technical routes are infrequent. Access can be difficult, but for those willing to go out, look, 
watch and wait, ice and mixed climbing is still abundant. It is about enjoying time in the hills and getting 
out there and doing it. He said it was important to acknowledge the work of Hugh Logan and Alex Palman 
in producing previous Mt Cook Guidebooks.  

Rob Frost, author of the new Aoraki Tai Poutini Guidebook, was the final speaker. He told us how taking a 
break from engineering and working as a guide at Franz Josef Glacier, ignited his passion for the mountains 
beyond tramping. He spoke of some of the lesser known key figures in New Zealand mountaineering 
history. He acknowledged Mavis Davidson and Rod Hewitt in producing the first Mt Cook guidebook in 
1962, followed by Hugh Logan (1982) and Alex Palman (2001). Rob has spent the last 5 years researching 
and writing this guidebook, and it is he says this is his proudest achievement. The book was officially 
launched to much applause, and cheers. Many continued the conversations and catch-ups over dinner at 
The Old Mountaineer. 

As I write this, I am sitting in Unwin Lodge looking out the huge lounge windows 
across to The Nuns Veil. It’s a beautiful morning, albeit quite windy, as I sip my 
coffee. Daydreaming about future trips and contemplating packing the car and 
driving home to Queenstown.  

The book will be available for purchase from the NZAC Online Shop and in all good 
bookstores from Wednesday, 7th November 2018 (retail $70.00; member price through NZAC $50.00). 

NZAC Unwin Lodge, Mt Cook – perfect for your next weekend away. Only $20/night 
NZAC members. For bookings phone Unwin Lodge 0275235360  

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/aoraki-tai-poutini/
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Upcoming Events for your diary 

Queenstown Rock, Ice & Boulders – Launching of the NEW GUIDEBOOK – Friday 14th December in 
Queenstown/Frankton (location to be revealed closer to the date) 6pm onwards. 

Upcoming NZAC Courses 

High Alpine Skills Courses – Aoraki Mt Cook National Park - 6-11 November (FULL); 13-18 November 
(FULL); 27 November – 2 December (FULL); 4-9 December (FULL); 2-7 January (FULL); 8-13 January (1 spot 
available); 15-20 January (1 Spot available) – Register now so you don’t miss out. If the course you are 
interested in is already full, then please register to be added to the waitlist, and if there are any changes 
you will be notified. 

8-9 December - Ladies Traditional Lead Climbing Course – Canterbury/Westland Section 
This is a weekend course at Rapaki Rock in Christchurch for women only. It is run by qualified female 
instructors and designed for those who have led on bolts outside (sport lead climbed) and wish to progress 
to traditional (trad) lead climbing (placing gear on lead). 
 

For more details and registration information for all the above courses, go to the NZ Alpine Club website 
for details and registration https://alpineclub.org.nz/courses/ 

 

Messages from National Office 

HELP – Homer Hut needs you! 
Perhaps some members would like to go along to combine some climbing and work to help out? 
Homer Hut’s common room will be closed from Friday 2 November to Sunday 11th November while 
work is carried out to wash-down and apply a new coat of polyurethane. It will be locked and unusable (so 
no cooking facilities) until Monday 12th November 2018. 
The outside of the hut will also be painted on the two weekends during this period. The bunk rooms will be 
open as usual, but with work party members staying over, space may be limited at this time. 
Anyone interested in joining this work-party please contact Ron McLeod 027 635 6193 to volunteer. 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/homer-hut-call-for-work-party-volunteers/ 
 

Seeking Information - We have an A3 size poster of signatures of some of our most prominent Club 

members, but unfortunately, nothing is written on it to explain the where, or when this was done. 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/looking-for-information/ If anyone has any information to go with this, possibly 
from a Jubilee, or important event, please contact Margaret at the NZAC National Office. 

 

Book Launch - A message from Dave Bamford (Wellington Section) 
Hi NZACers 

Scenic Playground: The Story Behind New Zealand’s Mountain Tourism. 
By Peter Alsop, Dave Bamford and Lee Davidson 

Just a heads up re our book that NZAC kindly supported - there is a nice 
acknowledgement to NZAC in the playground pdf below. Here are two links that 
share the details and a flyer: 
www.tepapa.govt.nz/scenic-playground-story-behind-new-zealands-mountain-
tourism    
https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/sites/default/files/look_inside_scenic_playground.pdf    
The book is to be launched in mid-November with some small functions - on around the NZ Tourism 
Summit November 7-8th (Wellington), in Christchurch Monday 19th November at the new library Tūranga 
building who will co-host an event with Scorpio Books on the evening and Wellington Thursday 22nd 
November.   

https://alpineclub.org.nz/courses/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/homer-hut-call-for-work-party-volunteers/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/looking-for-information/
mailto:margaret@alpineclub.org.nz
http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/scenic-playground-story-behind-new-zealands-mountain-tourism
http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/scenic-playground-story-behind-new-zealands-mountain-tourism
https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/sites/default/files/look_inside_scenic_playground.pdf
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Mountain Safety Council – Alpine Video Series 2018 

In mid-October, the Mountain Safety Council started launching “Get Ready” – A series of 12 
videos is designed to help trampers prepare for alpine sections of popular New Zealand tracks 
and shows what participants need to know. To find out more, click on the picture below.  

 

For more information on other resources available go to: https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/resources/ 

 

 
 

 

Gear for Sale 

If you have any items for sale that you would like to list here, email cosnzac@gmail.com with “Gear for 
Sale” in the subject line. 

 

 

 

 

FMC Expedition Scholarship recipients announced 
 

The recipients of the 2018 FMC expedition scholarships have been announced.    =NZAC members 
Simon Bell Memorial Expedition Scholarship 
Morgan Scully and Coraline Buchet, Victoria University of Wellington Tramping Club, for a traverse of the 
Southern Alps. 
Youth Expedition Scholarships 
Dave Kelbe, Otago University Tramping Club, for a walking and pack-rafting traverse from Doubtful Sound 
to Dusky Sound. 
Madeleine Whittaker, Otago University Tramping Club, for the South Island section of the Te Araroa Trail 
to raise funds for youth at risk. 
Sooji Clarkson, Individual Supporter, for a female-led climbing trip to the Balfour Neve. 
Jake Harris, Nelson College, for a 20-day traverse of the Tasman Wilderness Area in Kahurangi National 
Park. 
Keving Peng, CUTC and NZAC Canterbury/Westland, for an exploratory rock-climbing trip to the Ruggedy 
Mountains on Rakiura / Stewart Island. 
Congratulations to all the scholarship recipients on their successful applications. We wish you a summer 
full of rewarding adventures and look forward to your trip reports! 

https://www.mountainsafety.org.nz/resources/
mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGFZ7m30vsc&feature=youtu.be
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Central Otago Section Committee 2018-2019 

Chairperson Wendy Johnston Special Projects Erik Bradshaw 

Steve Fortune 

Inga Booiman 

Andy Longman 

Nick Eye  

Brian Patrick  

Secretary Bill Malone 

Treasurer Beatrice Diller 

General 
Committee 

Ben Dare 

Nigel Lloyd 

Guy Barber 

Bridg Janse Newsletter Bridg Janse 

Banff, Facebook Nigel Lloyd Email contact cosnzac@gmail.com 

Section Contact Information for the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club  

Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

 

 

Central Otago NZAC Member Discounts 

Queenstown Stores Wanaka Stores 

Small Planet H & J Outdoors 

 

Outside Sports MT Outdoors 
 

  

Show your NZAC membership card to receive discount and support local retailers 

 

NZAC Member Discounts 

30% Macpac 
NZAC members; 
15% non 

Macpac NZAC members 

Basecamp Wanaka 

Indoor climbing $13.50 
NZAC Adult member 

30% off DOC 
Annual 

Backcountry Hut Pass 

Twin Needles – 10% NZAC discount on 
outdoor clothing & equipment repairs  

Christchurch ph (03)3943444 

For a complete listing of current discounts available to NZAC members check out the NZ Alpine Club 
website. https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/ 

 

 

mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/

