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Central Otago News 

Line 
 

  

Newsletter of the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club - February 2019 (#5) 

 

Wow, it’s February already! Time flies when you are having some great outdoor adventures with 
likeminded people. It has been a while since the last newsletter, so this one is packed to the brim with 
news, information and lots of other good things to get you up to date on recent happenings and upcoming 
events.  

It is exciting to provide such a full newsletter, a good reflection of the genesis of the Central Otago Section. 
Like so many things, the only constant is change and so we are looking for a few more committee members 
from around Central Otago. Alexandra or Cromwell, Bannockburn or Lowburn, Luggate or Wanaka, if you 
are keen to be involved then please get in touch. 

 

To keep up with local goings on, check out our Facebook Group – New Zealand Alpine Club – Central Otago 
Section - https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

 

Next Section Meetings/Events 

 

Don’t forget, we will post our event details on our Events page in our facebook group, so if you haven’t 
joined the group do now!!  For the latest and greatest in what is happening in your section. 

 

Tuesday Tramps – Make sure you walk up a hill on Tuesdays, meet like-minded people and 
maybe even plan a trip!!  We will be running these on local trails, every Tuesday evening until Daylight 
Saving finishes. 
Expect it to take 2 - 3 hours, and if you think the walk's going to be a bit easy for you, throw a couple of 
ropes in your pack, that should sort things out! Stating the obvious, don't forget your headtorch... (Just in 
case!) 
We will post an event on our Facebook Group site on a Thursday for the following Tuesdays Tramp, then 
update on Tuesday with a weather call. If the weather is too bad we might just have to head to a pub for a 
pint! 

Tuesday 5th of Feb - Mt Dewar - Meet at 6.15pm, bottom of Coronet Peak Road 

 

BEN NEVIS TRIP – 16TH/17TH FEBRUARY 

Central Otago Section summer trip to Ben Nevis (Hector Mts, not Scotland). The trip is being lead by 
Wendy and Nigel and should involve some solid alpine tramping, camping and some easy scrambling.  
We still have a couple of spaces available on this trip, so click here on this link to apply.  Looking forward to 
it!  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IFA9vr-rv8uFA9VYwLS-YB0XMfLY5bVSmu79xBEWles/edit?usp=sharing 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IFA9vr-rv8uFA9VYwLS-YB0XMfLY5bVSmu79xBEWles/edit?usp=sharing&fbclid=IwAR2q5eiLq9TTqIIgq6BdHqBGLCQOmX22YyLy4QV6n9Gredd5WXRFEn6F7N0
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speaker’s night – 11th march 

“Before the Paint Dries” - an evening with Lydia Bradey 

 

  

 

Lydia Bradey fostered an early passion for mountaineering and before her 19th birthday had already 
summited New Zealand’s Mount Aspiring and Mount Cook. In 1988 Lydia became the first woman in the 
world to climb Mt Everest without oxygen. As well as being a fully qualified IFMGA Climbing and Ski Guide 
she is also a qualified physiotherapist and a professional speaker. Lydia continues to climb and explore on 
numerous international expeditions.  She found time to write a book with Laurence Fearnley 'Going up is 
Easy' (2015). To date she is the only New Zealander to have climbed Everest without oxygen and has 
climbed Everest 5 times. There is life besides Everest, so don’t miss the opportunity to be inspired, 
captivated and entertained as Lydia chronicles her recent adventures.  

Monday 11th March 7.00pm-9.00pm 

Queenstown Events Centre – Upstairs Mezzanine Function Room 

 

Chairperson’s Musings 

 

It was great to have our first committee meeting for the year, a couple of weeks ago.  I’m always worried 

that we aren’t doing enough/as much as we could do, but when we looked at what we did in the 8 months 

after the new committee was formed, I think it was OK.  Almost an event a month, including 2 ski touring 

trips, one alpine trip, speaker’s night, Banff, and helping with a Snowcraft course.  So, all in all, I think we 

did well for our first 8 months “in office”.  Hoping you think the same.   

In my mind, our mission for this section is in the first instance, to create a community of people, like-

minded people who want to get into the great outdoors and enjoy some of the simple things in 

life.  Sometimes our lives get caught up with work, Facebook, loads of technology (a lot of which has its 

place), and it’s really invigorating to get back to the basics.  You, a pack, some gear, food, good company 

and of course, what Mother Nature has given us.  Treat it well, it’s precious.  

Have a look at our “Upcoming Trips and Events for your diary” further down to see what we have planned 

so far!  If you’d like to help us on a trip, or have an idea of a trip you would like to go on, or any other 

“Great Ideas For Your Section”, please be in touch – cosnzac@gmail.com.    

mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
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Training Sponsorship Fund 

 

If you are a member of our section and would like to go on an NZAC or another alpine related course, but 

can’t quite get all the pinger together, we might be able to help!!  We have a small fund that we have put 

away, tagged for Sponsorship for alpine related training for our members. 

Email us with the following and we’ll let you know if we can help you.  Up to 25% of your course could be 

paid by the section.  In order to apply, you must be a member of this section, and have been a member of 

the NZAC for at least one year.  Please send us a compelling email as to why we should part with our dosh, 

with the following as a minimum: 

• Contact Details and NZAC membership number 

• Details of the course you would like to go on 

• Why you are most worthy of our funds – tell us about what you have been doing and how this 

course is going to help you 

• What you would give back to the section (i.e. slide night, instruction, trip leading etc.) 

Terms and Conditions apply.  

Note, this fund is only for NZAC Central Otago Section members and is limited so get in soon!! 

 

Upcoming Trips and Events for your diary 

 

Just to show you that we have been planning, here are our plans so far!!  Put them in your diary and we’ll 

add more details in time. 

Tuesday Tramps – each week, check the Facebook site for the venue and details 

February – Ben Nevis Trip – 16th-17th  

March – Speakers Night – Lydia Bradey – 11th  

April – Autumn Section Trip – TBA – 27th-28th 

May – BANFF Mountain Film Festival – 1st/2nd  

June – Full moon evening trip – 17th July; Ski touring trip, date TBC 

August – Beginners Snowcraft course – 22nd/24th-25th  

October – AGM – 16th  
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Trip Reports 

 

Mt Larkins (2300m), 27-28 October 2018     by Vanessa Harwood 
 
Eight members of NZAC Central Otago Section headed off to Mt Larkins for an overnight trip of hiking, 
camping, climbing, fun and adventure. The trip was led by Bill and Nigel, with Bindy, Wulf, Bobby, Jane, Eric 
and myself, Ness, making up the rest of the crew.  
 

We started up the Mt Judah track which was an easy cruise and 
a good chance for people to get to know each other or catch up. 
We stopped briefly at Bonnie Jean Hut where we saw a pair of 
kea who seemed quite keen for one of us to forget to lock the 
hut - luckily we were a little more savvy than that! Next stop was 
lunch at Heather Jock hut. This was where we were introduced 
to Wulf's (surprisingly extensive) collection of ant jokes. After 
that light entertainment there was more upward travel along an 
easy-to-follow digger track.  
 
After following the track that sidles around Mt Alaska we hit the 

first small patches of snow and the uninhabitable Larkins Slip hut. From there we decided to make the 
interesting choice (hindsight is a great thing) to head straight up the guts to the ridgeline and were rewarded 
for for this by having to do some character-building down climbing to get back on track.  
 
By then it was high time for some sugar so the first bag of lollies was cracked while we sorted out where to 
go from there. We decided on a fairly easy upwards sidle across some scree to the 
ridgeline and the snowline.  
 
We headed across the snow and over another ridge to find Kelly’s hut (1900m) - a 
private hut for ski touring adventures that is open for shelter only. We dug platforms 
in the snow and set up our tents, which was about the same time our overly-excited 
kea buddies paid us a visit. The rest of the evening was spent making dinner and 
chatting in the hut, with Nigel taking the role of chief kea chaser. Our tents only 
suffered minor, fixable damage because of his commitment to the cause! 
 

The next morning, we were up early to get to the summit before it 
got too warm. The summit was shrouded with cloud, but visibility 
was decent. With varying degrees of experience there were a few 
nerves as we ate brekky and prepared. The kea entertainment 
continued, as what was meant to be a 6am start turned into 7am 
after Eric discovered that leaving your boots outside your tent 
overnight is never a good idea when our beautiful alpine parrots are 
around. After a lot of searching, his boot was spotted a good 200m 
down the slope. Full credit to Bobby for making the trek to claim it 
back! 

 
Setting off, the snow was in good condition for cramponing and it was a straightforward trip up the obvious 
summit ridge. We were on snow most of the time apart from a quick scramble across a small patch of scree. 
Having Bill and Nigel there to offer support to those of us who were new to crampons and axes was very 
reassuring - they make a great team! We were even lucky enough that the clouds cleared just as we were 
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reaching the summit, it was nice to be able to enjoy the view across Lake Wakatipu, to Kinloch and the 
mountains beyond.  

After a few obligatory summit photos, we headed back to the 
hut to refuel before we hit the long slog back down to lake 
level. This was made a bit easier than the previous day by 
sticking to the digger track, the very peaceful light snowflakes 
that accompanied us and the prospect of a cold one at the GY 
pub. 

 

 
All up it was an ideal overnight camping trip with like-minded people. 
Nigel and Bill did an excellent job of organising and leading the way and 
when we got to the end, I was already looking forward to the next 
Central Otago Section adventure. 
 
P.S. Why don't ants get sick?.....  Because they have little anty-bodies! (Thanks Wulf).  
 
 

Talbot Macpherson Traverse, or should it be Macpherson Talbot Traverse… by Wendy Johnston 

“Johnston” he said – “Talbot Macpherson on Sunday.  Great forecast”.  Being Mrs Moderate Alpine Climber 

and Only Going to Fiordland on a Bomber Forecast, how could I say no?? 

So, Derek Chinn and I headed down to Fiordland on Saturday evening, and arrived at Homer Hut before dark.  

First impressions of Homer Hut was the great job the Southland Section did with their clean-up!  Excellent 

work, here’s hoping people appreciate it and keep it that way! 

It was great to see Andrew Longman and Timothy Tan, some other Central Otago Section members in the 

hut, so lots of good “great trips to do banter…”  

Sunday, up bright and early with the weather looking promising as forecast.  Not a cloud in the sky as we 

headed up to Homer Saddle from the carpark at the tunnel. Talbots Ladder – I remember the first time I did 

this, being a bit intimidated by “The Ladder”, but this time we cruised up the 

rocky staircase on dry warm rock.  What a great start to the day!  Moderately 

steep scrambling with a small number of “don’t fall here” points, but it’s all 

there, lots of lovely granite 

holds.  Some people abseil 

this if they come down it.   

Up is definitely the way to 

go if you think it might be 

challenging. 

Once off the rock from 

Talbot’s Ladder, it’s a 

straight -forward snow 

Heading to Talbot’s Ladder Looking back from Traverse Pass to our route from 
Macpherson 
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slope heading up to Macpherson and an easy scramble to the summit. 

After the snow trudge over towards Traverse Pass, then up to the pass itself.  This is probably the doing it bit 

of the whole trip and gets trickier as the summer goes on with the snow receding from the rock, making the 

step up to the pass more difficult than earlier in the season.      

It’s not obvious where to get up to the true summit ridge, we scrambled up a moderately steep crack, there 

is also a chossy gully that people use.  There are plenty of ways, you just need to find the way that works 

best for you.   

The ridge heading up to the summit of Talbot is the typical NZ mountain summit – you need to shuffle around 

and find your way, and if it looks difficult you are probably in the wrong spot!!  Plenty of “don’t fall here 

places” but once again it is all there on good solid rock.  Photos tell 1000 words… 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talbot’s ridge 

Great scrambling on Talbots ridge from Traverse Pass 

 

Finding our way on Talbot 

From just off the summit of 
Talbot, gorgeous views across 
to Mt Tutoko and Mt Grave  
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We came down the same way with Mr Chinn doing a superman jump 

from the rock of the ridge to the snow below.  Of course, I took the 

more measured approach of downclimbing! 

Back to Traverse Pass and down the snow slope to Gertrude Saddle, 

pretty uneventful except for THIS!!  

All in all a great last minute trip, it took us 10 hours car to car, so we 

didn’t break any records, but why be in a hurry??... 

Another great trip away with Mr Chinn…   

 

Launch of the “Queenstown Rock, Ice and Boulders “Guidebook 

14th December 2018, at   Altitude Brewery, Frankton 

 

 

A crowd of around 80 people attended the launch of the updated Queenstown 

Rock, Ice and Boulders Guidebook.  Held at the new Altitude Brewing Tap 

room, in conjunction with Queenstown Climbing Club, it was a great social 

evening, with GM, Karen Leacock, representing the Alpine Club, together with 

excellent speakers – the author Guillaume Charton, Dave MacLeod aka Spoon 

(local Mountain Guide), climbing legend Diego Moyano (President 

Queenstown Climbing Club), and Erik Bradshaw (COSNZAC). 

 
Many thanks to Guillaume Charton for his tireless work on updating this 

guidebook. To purchase a copy, head to: 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/queenstown-rock-ice-and-boulders/ 

 

Some of the proceeds from this local guidebook go to the NZAC and to the Queenstown Climbing Club, by 

supporting this book you support climbing locally and nationally. 

 

 

  

What do people really think is going to 
happen to their loo paper if they pop it 
under a rock?? 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/queenstown-rock-ice-and-boulders/
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Jardines Bouldering Area – new signage 

 

A photograph of Phil Green and Guillaume Charton (NZAC 

and Queenstown Climbing Club members) celebrating the 

permanent fixing of the Jardines Bouldering area 

information sign.  

Well done for your work and determination in getting this 

project completed. This sign is the end product of many 

years of work with QE2 and the land owners, a massive 

‘thank you’ to all parties involved. The Jardines bouldering 

area has become an Open Space and is the first of its kind 

in New Zealand to support climbing.  

It has important information – please read it. There is a total fire ban, so please do not light any fires. 

Despite what many may think, access to climbing areas is a privilege and not a right. To ensure continued 

access please give the area due respect when visiting/bouldering there. 

Note: the land owners have agreed to have information on bouldering at Jardines featured exclusively in 

the local guidebook (Queenstown Rock, Ice & Boulders) and some of the proceeds support maintaining this 

bouldering area. 

 

NZAC Unwin Lodge, Mt Cook – perfect for your next weekend away. Only $20/night 
NZAC members. For bookings phone Unwin Lodge 0275235360  

 

Messages from National Office 

 

Passing of Trevor Chinn – NZAC life member 
Trevor Chinn died last December, aged 81. Trev was a life member of the NZAC - over 50 years. He was on 
the Canty/Westland committee for years, helped build the current Unwin Hut (in the 1960s), did many 
work parties on the Arthur's Pass Lodge, co-built the second Pioneer Hut and contributed numerous 
articles to the NZAC Journal, Section bulletins and the Climber. He even had an article in last year's journal 
about the Murchison Glacier. His wife Barbara is also a 50-year member, and all her children are NZAC 
members, with Derek Chinn residing locally.  

 
Images to Identify 
Thanks to Paul Reid we have identified Ball Hut on one of our ‘unknown’ images. Any help identifying a few 
new images recently added, would be greatly appreciated. https://alpineclub.org.nz/the-
nzac/heritage/images-to-identify/ 
 

New Stock Items 

‘Scenic Playground’ by Peter Alsop, Dave Bamford and Lee Davidson 
This arrived in our stock just prior to Christmas, so members may not yet be aware we are selling copies 
online of this book. https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/scenic-playground/  
 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/the-nzac/heritage/images-to-identify/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/the-nzac/heritage/images-to-identify/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/scenic-playground/
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In addition, due to demand, we have obtained more stock of ‘To the Mountains’ by Laurence Fearnley and 
Paul Hersey https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/to-the-mountains/ For your member discounted purchase 
price, please log in before adding to your shopping cart. 
Eye bolts 316 grade 
We now have both 304 ($11.50) and 316-grade ($13.50) eye bolts for sale online, plus freight. We have 
also switched to Raumer branded 10mm ring hangers but managed to keep the price the same.  
All bolting products can be found in our online shop: https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-category/hangers-
and-bolts/ Please log in first to obtain member rates.  
Members can also apply for Bolting Fund Grants, or donate to the Bolting Fund. For more information 
see: https://alpineclub.org.nz/rock-climbing/bolting-fund-grant-application-form/ 
 

 
From the UIAA 
Global Rock and Ice Climbing Festivals: All in one place… 
The UIAA has recently launched a global calendar for international ice climbing competitions and rock and 
ice climbing festivals, for events organised by the UIAA, its member federations and partners or entirely 
independent meetings. This new UIAA calendar is designed to provide climbers with details about events 
taking place near them, or near where they may be travelling.  
https://www.theuiaa.org/ice-climbing/global-rock-and-ice-climbing-competitions-and-festivals-all-in-one-
place/  
 
2019 International Youth Ice Climbing Camp in Guillestre, Hautes Alpes 
Registration is now open for the 2019 edition of the annual UIAA Global Youth Series Ice Climbing Camp in 
Guillestre. The main goal of this youth ice climbing camp is to learn and practice many forms of ice 
climbing: one pitch, or routes with many pitches. Dates 24 February-2 March 2019. These events are a 
great opportunity to meet a varied group of young climbers from home and abroad and make new friends, 
as well as exchange climbing techniques. https://www.theuiaa.org/youth/2019-international-youth-ice-
climbing-camp-in-guillestre/ 
 

From Sport NZ:       New tool to help you find your next outdoor adventure      
Our friends at the Walking Access Commission have created a new, searchable database of tracks and trails 

called ‘Find My Adventure’. It contains more than 200 tracks for walkers, mountain bikers, and cyclists – 

and over the coming months, many hundreds more will be added right across the country. 

 You can search Find My Adventure by region, by the type of activity you want to do, be it dog walking, 

mountain biking or pushing a pram. Each track includes information about the terrain, how to get there 

and any conditions you might need to beware of. 

The Commission has also updated its website with popular maps to help you find legal public access, 

hunting and fishing spots, as well as property information. It has a base of information about accessing the 

outdoors responsibly – including roads and walkways, rivers and lakes, and private land. And it has 

resources to help teachers and students enjoy the outdoors.  https://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz/  

 Mountain Safety Council – “Plan my Trip” 

In early December, the Mountain Safety Council released “Plan my Trip.”  This is the first of its 
kind planning tool. Developed by the MSC and supported by DOC and MetService - who both 

provide live warnings and alerts - the free online tool seeks to help those that may not know how to find 
the right information when planning an outdoor trip in New Zealand. 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/to-the-mountains/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-category/hangers-and-bolts/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-category/hangers-and-bolts/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/rock-climbing/bolting-fund-grant-application-form/
https://www.theuiaa.org/ice-climbing/global-rock-and-ice-climbing-competitions-and-festivals-all-in-one-place/
https://www.theuiaa.org/ice-climbing/global-rock-and-ice-climbing-competitions-and-festivals-all-in-one-place/
https://www.theuiaa.org/youth/2019-international-youth-ice-climbing-camp-in-guillestre/
https://www.theuiaa.org/youth/2019-international-youth-ice-climbing-camp-in-guillestre/
https://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz/
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As well as the MSC website, the “Plan my Trip” tool is also available as an interactive component on several 
notable partner sites I ncluding DOC, MetService, Bivouac, Torpedo7 and Macpac. With plans in place to 
add the tool to several more websites, including AA 
Traveler. 

Check it out at: 
https://mountainsafety.org.nz/plan-my-trip/#/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Himalayan Club 

Another item is a free PDF download has been provided by The Himalayan Club of their Consolidated Index 
1929-2018 Volumes 1-73. This has been added online to our shop download section:   

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/consolidated-index-to-the-himalayan-journal-vol-1-73-1929-2018/ 

 

Gear for Sale 

If you have any items for sale that you would like to list here, email cosnzac@gmail.com with “Gear for 
Sale” in the subject line. 

 

 

 

Central Otago Section Committee 2018-2019 

Chairperson Wendy Johnston Special Projects Erik Bradshaw 

Steve Fortune 

Inga Booiman 

Andy Longman 

Nick Eye  

Brian Patrick  

Secretary Bill Malone 

Treasurer Beatrice Diller 

General 
Committee 

Nigel Lloyd 

Bridg Janse 

Newsletter Bridg Janse 

Banff, Facebook Nigel Lloyd Email contact cosnzac@gmail.com 

Section Contact Information for the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club  

Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

 

 

https://mountainsafety.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418bb5bb0e6235578b2ec8d4a&id=a5580bcb44&e=764852cfec
https://mountainsafety.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418bb5bb0e6235578b2ec8d4a&id=2583046bf1&e=764852cfec
https://mountainsafety.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418bb5bb0e6235578b2ec8d4a&id=edd826a0c6&e=764852cfec
https://mountainsafety.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418bb5bb0e6235578b2ec8d4a&id=2881c2704e&e=764852cfec
https://mountainsafety.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418bb5bb0e6235578b2ec8d4a&id=bf35cd3042&e=764852cfec
https://mountainsafety.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418bb5bb0e6235578b2ec8d4a&id=3072629221&e=764852cfec
https://mountainsafety.org.nz/plan-my-trip/#/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/consolidated-index-to-the-himalayan-journal-vol-1-73-1929-2018/
mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
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Central Otago NZAC Member Discounts 

Queenstown Stores Wanaka Stores 

Small Planet H & J Outdoors 

 

Outside Sports MT Outdoors 
 

  

Show your NZAC membership card to receive discount and support local retailers 

 

 

 

NZAC Member Discounts 

Remember these retailers support NZAC not only by offering discounts to members, but some companies, 
such as Cactus and Split’N2 donate annually to the NZAC’s Club Hut and Expedition Funds. 

Cactus Outdoor 

10% discount in-store for 
NZAC members 

Split’N2.com 

10% discount online to NZAC 
members 

Outdoor E Store 

10% discount to NZAC 
members 

Climbing Equipment NZ 

25% off RRP for NZAC 
members 

Climbing Anchors 

12.5% discount in-store and 
online to NZAC members 

Outdoor Action 

15% discount in store and 
online to NZAC members 

Further Faster 

15% off total purchase to 
NZAC members 

Cross Country Rentals 

10% discount to NZAC 
members 

Peak Safety 

15% off courses and 
medical supplies for 
NZAC members 

Outfitters 

15% discount to NZAC members 
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30% Macpac NZAC 
members; 15% non 
Macpac NZAC members 

Basecamp Wanaka 

Indoor climbing $13.50 
NZAC Adult member 

30% off DOC Annual Backcountry Hut Pass 

Twin Needles – 10% NZAC discount on 
outdoor clothing & equipment repairs  

Christchurch ph (03)3943444 

For a complete listing of current discounts available to NZAC members check out the NZ Alpine Club 
website. https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/ 

 

 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/

