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February 2016 Newsletter  
 Next Meeting:   
 “Early Summer in the Pyrenees”.  Hugh Wood will be talking about his recent trip to 
France.  When: Wednesday, 2nd March 2016  
Time: 7.30pm 
 Where: Murray Judge’s residence behind the doctors’ surgery at 11 Arun Street, Oamaru.  Last Section Meeting:  
 Murray Judge talked about his recent climbing trip to Tuolumne Meadows in USA 
 Climbing News:   
Hugh Wood has been walking and botanizing at Awakino, the Ben Ohau Range, Mount 
Cook NP, the Catlins, the Old Man Range (Alexander), Mt Studholme and the 
Maungatua Range.  
The Connolly family and John Hamilton had a day climbing at Long Beach. The 
hardest climb was “Cadbury Flake”, grade 19.  
Murray Judge reports: “cycled the West Coast Wilderness trail in hot sunny weather 
with Bron at New Year.  
Climbed Footstool at Mt Cook NP with three young Aussi friends in November, we got caught in a dense white out blizzard after leaving the top and ended up somewhere in the Copland. I was forced to get out compass and map and find our way back up to the 
crossing into the top of the Eugene Glacier, got back into sunshine above Sefton biv. Went to JC's wedding on the beach at Okarito then biking and swimming at Wanaka. 
Climbed at Shotwell Slabs where we did two new pitches and at Borland crags. Caught up with Pete and Lyn Illingworth at Borland lodge”  
  
 Overseas Climbing News  



 Treasures of the Snow… 
It was the 2nd October 2015 when some very experienced Oamaru climbers and some very inexperienced Oamaru non climbers embarked on the trek of a lifetime. Nick and 
Dara Shearer, Kevin and Clare Kearney, Andrew Wilson and Nicky Sinclair spent 21 days in Nepal with the focus of the trip to make their way to the South and North base camps of Mount Kanchenjunga, the third highest mountain in the world (5200 metres). 
The trek to Kanchenjunga is long and unforgettable. Unlike Everest, this path is a well-kept secret and consequently is very unspoilt. The trek takes you through the subtropical 
lowlands up to the Yulung Glacier. Part of the incredible experience is the range of topography, the culture, the fauna and flora but most of all it is the people who touch your heart. Whilst very isolated and remote, the resilience of the village people and their 
ability to function in extreme adverse conditions was remarkable. Access to medical help is extremely limited and, in some cases, is not available at all. However, schooling is a 
priority in Nepal. Children would walk or skip many kilometres to school with their books balanced on their heads. We were overwhelmed with the happiness and friendliness of 
the people in this area. Our arrival at base camp was emotional. For some of us it had seemed an unachievable goal. The temperature of -15 degrees and the knowledge of another night in a tent was 
not enough to dampen our spirits. We too, had “knocked the bastard off”. Nicky Sinclair 
(Learner trekker) PS Our trip would not have been possible or as successful without the amazing organisation of Dream Himalaya Adventures (www.dreamhimalayaadventures.com) to 
whom we will be forever grateful.  

   



  
Elcho Hut Summer Work Party  
 
We took advantage of the fine weather in the weekend end of January and had a successful work party at Elcho Hut. Two vehicles and six people. 
 The new aluminium windows were installed, trim and flashings fitted and painted, wood-
shed stocked with firewood, wood burner bolted to the concrete pad, and rodent bait stations fixed in place.  
The new windows look good and have tidied the hut, letting more light in and improving the view. The river was higher than in winter and both vehicles needed towing at times, 
unfortunately once at the same time.   
   

    
  
   
 



 The 2016 NZAC National Youth Climbing Camp 
 The North Otago Section NZAC sponsored 14 year old Jack McGeown to go on this 
year’s National Youth Climbing Camp at Takaka.  Jack was generously donated climbing gear by Kay Schrader at Spelean NZ and Doug Carson at Singing Rock. The camp is aimed at taking promising young climbers out of the indoor climbing scene and 
introducing them to leading sport climbs on rock.  Jack reports: “On the NZAC NYCC about 25 of us (In New Zealand) got the wonderful 
opportunity to climb in Takaka. It was an amazing experience with some beautiful climbs which were very interesting to scale and were truly unforgettable. I personally found the 30 meter slab the best climb, it was a nice and relaxed climb about 30m high with small 
nice positive holds. We climbed up in places such as the Kosmic Krunch, Pohara, and Paynes Ford. This was also a great experience for me as a climber because I got to 
meet some amazing people and instructors who helped and guided me along the right path to becoming a better climber overall. I really enjoyed meeting the people there, as 
everyone was really nice and friendly and it was wonderful to meet some new people. Overall, I think this was an awesome camp and can hopefully attend next year!” 

   
Oamaru Climbing Wall 
 
At the Waitaki Recreation Centre in Orwell Street.  Climbing Sessions: Tuesday 8.00-930pm, 
Thursday 5.00-6.30pm.  Come along and try out the new tilting slab climbs.  This might be the 
first adjustable angle wall open to the public in NZ? All welcome   
 
From The Newsletter Editor:  Please email or phone your climbing, outdoor, mountain-
related news to the Editor: Nick Shearer, shearer@es.co.nz   Ph 03 4345946 


