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May 2016 Newsletter 
 
 
Next Meeting 
 
When: Wednesday, 11th May 2016 
 
Time: 7.30pm 
 
Guest Speaker: Nick Shearer presenting on the trek to Kanchenjunga North and South 
Base-camps in Eastern Nepal. 
 
Where: North Otago Search and Rescue HQ, 1 Severn Street, the building 
immediately behind Abacus House 
 
Note the NEW VENUE 
 

 
Last Section Meeting: Hugh Wood talked about his 
recent trip to France and the Pyrenees 
 
Climbing News                                                    
 
 
 
The Connolly family, Jack McGeown, Clare Kearney, 
Nick Shearer and John Hamilton spent a sunny 
autumn day rock climbing at Long Beach 
 
 
 
 
 

Rob Connolly climbing ? grade 18  
Photo: Clare Kearney 

 
 
 
 
 



Murray Judge has been mostly rock climbing locally at Mapuotahi with Steve Carr and 
Tom McTavish, Sebastapol with John Hamilton, Bronwyn and Navi and Elephant 
Rocks with anyone who is free. 
 
Hugh Wood has been wandering around alpine regions at Ohau and Awakino collecting 
seed samples. 
 
 
Overseas Climbing News                                                               
                                                                                                                                       
Nick and Dara Shearer visited 
Argentina and scrambled up 
Cerro Aspero 2239m and Cerro 
Lomas Blancas 3850m near 
Mendoza. They also viewed the 
South Face of Aconcagua from 
the start of the track to base-
camp. 
 
 
 
 
 
              The South Face of Aconcagua 
 
 
LINZ topo maps  

Updates on changes to official LINZ topo maps are now available on Facebook.  

Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) has launched its own Facebook page and is 

sharing news on the latest updates to its Topo50 and 250 maps.  

You’ll also find facts about surveying the land and sea, historic aerial photos that 

show how New Zealand has changed over time, as well as updates on LINZ’s work to 

manage biosecurity pests on Crown land.  

Check out LINZ on Facebook at www.facebook.com/landinformationnz  

 

 

Hut Fee Collection Boxes  

The last two hut fee collection boxes have been removed from Arthur’s Pass and 

Porter Lodge. Bookings for huts should be made online here: hut bookings.  

When paid you will be sent a confirmation email with the latest hut code entry 

numbers where applicable. Unwin bookings will require confirmation by the Managers 

first. If you owe for past bookings, or wish to make a large group booking, please 

contact the office. +64 (0)3 377 7595 

 

 
Oamaru Climbing Wall 
 
At the Waitaki Recreation Centre in Orwell Street.  Climbing Sessions: Tuesday 8.00-9.30pm, 
Thursday 5.00-6.30pm.  Come along and try out the new tilting slab climbs.  This might be the 
first adjustable angle wall open to the public in NZ? All welcome 
 
 



 
 

NZAC announces appointment of new General Manager 
 
Keith Gilby has been appointed to the role of General Manager of the NZ Alpine Club, 

replacing outgoing manager Sam Newton. 

“After an extensive search, Mr Gilby was selected to fill this critical 

outdoor leadership role, and to continue to guide the club forward as it celebrates its 

125th year” said Past President John Cocks. 

“Mr Gilby was selected from a strong range of candidates with superb skills and 

backgrounds.  Given the complexity and nature of the NZAC, we were seeking strong 

leadership, financial and project management skills and Keith best suited the mix.” 

Mr Gilby has worked for 30 years in the Power sector and since returning to 

Christchurch with his family in 2014 has been working as General Manager Southern 

for Switch Utilities. His move to the NZ Alpine Club is about combining a passion for 

the outdoors with his management skills to guide the club in its own unique 

developments. 

“Joining the NZ Alpine Club is a fantastic opportunity to combine business and 

leadership skills with the personal passion I have for mountaineering and the NZ 

outdoors” said Mr. Gilby. 

“The NZ Alpine Club holds a special place in the provision of development, training 

and leadership within all facets of climbing and backcountry sports. 

“Taking on the role of General Manager during the Club’s 125th anniversary year is a 

legacy that is both a privilege and a challenge. I’m looking forward to working with a 

great team of full time staff and dedicated volunteers to further develop and deliver 

our world-class instruction programmes, facilities, publications and benefits for 

members. Looking to the future of climbing in NZ, I’m also keen to work with the 

club to develop a wider youth programme, increasing the membership base and 

providing the platform for elite development within the sport.” 

At a national level the club is increasingly being called on to provide leadership, 

guidance and advocacy on access and sustainability issues alongside our partners 

such as the Federated Mountain Clubs ( FMC). 

“I look forward to this key opportunity to develop open and constructive relationships 

with all leisure and sporting organisations who have focused interests in the NZ 

outdoors. I also hope to further develop the NZAC’s excellent relationships at local 

and national government level” said Mr Gilby. 

 
 
 
 

From The Newsletter Editor:  Please email or phone your climbing, outdoor, mountain-
related news to the Editor: Nick Shearer, shearer@es.co.nz   Ph 03 4345946 


