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September 2016 Newsletter 
 
 
Next Meeting  
 
When: Wednesday, 21st September 2016 
 
Time: 7.30pm 
 
The AGM!  
 
Guest Speaker: Dr Richard Price: “General Practice on K2 – the mountain” . Richard 
has been on six Everest expeditions, many of them as the team doctor, and summited on 
his last one. He has climbed many new routes in New Zealand including the first winter 
ascent of the North Ridge of Aoraki Mt Cook with our own Murray Judge. Come and hear 
about his adventures as expedition doctor for a K2 Expedition. 
 
Where: North Otago Search and Rescue HQ, 1 Severn Street, the building 
immediately behind Abacus House 
 
Note  the NEW VENUE 
 
Last Section Meeting: Nick Shearer presented slides from his trek to Kanchenjunga 
North and South Basecamps. Also on the trek were local NZAC members Dara Shearer, 
Clare Kearney and Nicky Sinclair. Three high passes were crossed before reaching a high 
point of 5200m at Pangpema. 
 
Climbing News         
 
Navi has been exploring and found fat ice up in Fred’s Stream, off the Mt Cook road, and 
in the North Branch of the Temple Stream.  He visited Gunsight Pass and did some ice-
bouldering in the North Temple.                                            
 
 
Murray Judge reports: 
 

“Bronwyn and I had 2 weeks in Australia, flew in to Melbourne to see Maddie and 
drove up the Hume highway to Canberra. We camped a couple of nights at Honeysuckle 
campground at the site of a NASA tracking station - the one that features in 'The Dish' and 
recorded the first signals from the moon landing. Now it is just concrete foundations and 
terraces. It’s a 20 minute walk up to the ridge and Booromba rocks, some coarse granite 



slabs and walls around 4 pitches high. We were not feeling well and only did one climb 
and went into Canberra to stay with cousins.  
From Canberra it is a 2 1/2 hour drive to the South Coast below Sydney where we stayed 
at Point Perpendicular - a peninsula owned by the Australian Navy and used during the 
week for missile practice. Its open at 1pm Friday and over the weekend for climbing and 
tourists. We spent a day watching passing southern right whales and did one climb, still 
not feeling well. Back up to Canberra for a night but with rain and snow forecast we left 
early and drove 13 hours across to Arapiles. Fine and cool weather there and had three 
days climbing and another day at Werribee Gorge near Baccus Marsh with Maddie.   
         Navi and I have been working on new climbs at Doctors Point with four completed 
so far and several to go. Also I found some good new areas at Sebastapol with John and 
Navi earlier in the autumn. 

 
 

 

NZAC president’s newsletter  August, 2016 

   

 

Dear NZAC member, 

I hope the winter climbing and ski touring season is progressing well.  It’s been a 

while since you heard from us; here are some updates.  I am happy to hear 

feedback directly from you; I can be contacted at president@alpineclub.org.nz. 

– NZAC President Penny Brothers  

 

 

 

Sustainable Summits 

 

The Sustainable Summits conference held in August was a resounding success, 

right down to 5 bluebird days at Aoraki/Mt Cook.  After a welcome from Ngai Tahu 

some 100 registrants heard an inspiring series of talks on how natural hazards, 

environmental impacts and human adaptations are affecting the future 

sustainability of our mountain environments.  The conference received excellent 

media coverage, including a Sunday Morning Radio NZ interview with organisers 

Dave Bamford and John Cocks, and a Kim Hill interview with Dawa Steven 

Sherpa.  Podcasts from each day can be downloaded from http://sustainable-

summits.com  and the facebook 

page.  https://www.facebook.com/SustainableSummits/ gives more news, 

including links to the RadioNZ interviews.  The conference was an important 

feature of our NZAC 125th anniversary celebration, focussing on the sustainability 

of our mountain taonga for everyone over the next 125 years and beyond.  

 

 



 

 

 

NZAC 125th anniversary celebration event 

 

2016 is the 125th anniversary of the NZAC.  Sections are holding local events, and 

there will be a national 125th anniversary celebration in Christchurch on the 

evening of Saturday 5 November, the day after the AGM (Friday evening 4 

November). Details of the event will follow, but save the date in your diaries and 

take advantage of cheap airfares to book your tickets early.  In July members of 

the Canterbury/Westland Section climbed Mt Harper, in Arthur’s Pass National 

Park, in honour of A. P. Harper who founded the Club in 1991.  This kicks off the 

Harper/Mannering challenge, inviting Club members to scrutinise their topo maps 

and over the spring and summer visit as many as possible of NZ’s geographical 

features (peaks, valleys, passes, glaciers, rock bivs) named after Harper and co-

founder George Mannering. See the spring issue of The Climber.  

 

 

General Manager resignation 

Earlier this month we received the news that General Manager Keith Gilby will resign as 

General Manager of the NZAC on 2 September.  Keith has made the decision to focus on 

his growing Asset Management and Off Grid consultancy business.  We thank Keith for 

his enthusiasm and passion and regretfully accept his decision.  We will shortly 

communicate our plans to seek a new General Manager.” 

 
 
Group Life insurance 

 

One item mentioned in many responses to services the Club could provide was life 

insurance that covers mountaineering and climbing.  We have looked into this and 

thanks to Peter Garrett of Alpine Risk Management a voluntary group policy has been 

brokered which is underwritten by Sovereign Insurance.  It will only be available to 

NZAC members who will receive a 10% discount and mountaineering can be insured but 

at a higher premium.  More information about the policy will be available shortly but as 

it will require a minimum of 10 members taking out a life policy within a 12 month 

period, expressions of interest would be appreciated.  Please email 

insurance@alpineclub.org.nz to be kept in the loop. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

NZAC Sections and Committees 

 

The Taranaki Section has been inactive for some years but is now rejuvenated and 

back up and running under the leadership of John Jordan.  Over the last few 

months we have also refreshed some of our committees.  The volunteers who 

serve on these are essential to all that the Club does.  I am keen to see more 

diversity on our Club committees; there are openings for enthusiastic volunteers on 

all of them.  Please contact me (president@alpineclub.org.nz) if you are 

interested.  

Pete Cammell leads Climbing and Instruction, and implementation of the Club Trip 

Guidelines approved in May is their current project.  Shane Orchard (our 

Sustainability Advocate) has stepped up to lead the Recreational Access Committee 

which has just prepared a submission on the Draft Paparoa National Park 

Management Plan.  Consultations on the West Coast Tai Poutini and Aoraki/Mt 

Cook plans are just beginning, and the committee is keen to hear members' 

thoughts.  Ross Cullen has just agreed to convene the Publications Committee and 

Richard Wesley continues at the helm of the Accommodation Committee.  Their 

biggest project at present is the new mid Tasman (Beetham) fly-in hut (the easy 

part) and its associated toilet (much more complex).  At Sustainable Summits Mike 

Davies (Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park Conservation Services Manager) challenged 

the Club to make this the first hut in NZ where users will carry out their own 

human waste.  This is an accepted and well-managed practice, for example in 

Denali National Park in Alaska.  The fly-in, relocatable hut is a pilot for providing 

mountain accommodation in a rapidly changing landscape; we have an opportunity 

to also pilot the practice of users taking responsibility for their own waste.  More to 

come on this!  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

NZAC Strategic Plan 

 

Thanks for all the responses to the NZAC strategic plan survey earlier this 

year.  Your responses generated 28,300 words (75 pages of text) and, along with 

responses to the annual membership survey in late 2015, these gave a good 

indication of NZAC members’ culture and values.  The responses also provided 

many practical, forward-thinking suggestions.  After an opportunity for all 

stakeholders (Sections, Committees, HOM staff, members) to consult on the draft 

plan, the final Strategic Plan 2016-2020 will be approved at the Club Committee 

Meeting (5-6 November 2016) and an implementation plan drawn up.  Responses 

to the question “What does NZAC mean to you?” are captured in the word map 

below.  

 

 

  

 
 



 

 
 

 

International connections: Nepal, Korea, UIAA 

 

I was in Nepal in April this year, on the anniversary of the 2015 earthquake.  I 

visited Ang Tsering Sherpa, President of the Nepal Mountaineering 

Association.  He reported that while tourism and climbing is recovering, 

numbers are still down.  His message to NZAC members is that Nepal is open 

for business – please come!  (Ang Tsering’s son Dawa Steven Sherpa was one 

of the Sustainable Summits speakers.)  In July, while in Seoul for work, I met 

with Christine Pae and In-Jeon Lee of the Korean Alpine federation.  They 

hosted the 2015 UIAA (International Climbing and Mountaineering Federation) 

General Assembly in Seoul in 2015, and NZAC has good connections with both 

organisations.  Our delegate to UIAA is past president Stu Gray, and he reports 

that NZ is well respected in that forum and punches above its weight 

internationally.  

  

 
 
 

Happy winter trails! 

 

 



 
               
 

 
Oamaru Climbing Wall 
 
At the Waitaki Recreation Centre in Orwell Street.  Climbing Sessions: Tuesday 8.00-9.30pm, 
Thursday 5.00-6.30pm.  Come along and try out the new tilting slab climbs.  This might be the 
first adjustable angle wall open to the public in NZ? All welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From The Newsletter Editor:  Please email or phone your climbing, outdoor, mountain-
related news to the Editor: Nick Shearer, shearer@es.co.nz   Ph 03 4345946 


