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February 2017 Newsletter 
 
Next Meeting 
 
When: Wednesday, 22nd February, 2017 
 
Time: 7.30pm  
 
Where: North Otago Search and Rescue HQ, 1 Severn Street, the building 
immediately behind Abacus House 
 
Topic: Summer Trip Reports and Photos.  Bring along and share photos and 
stories from summer trips on a USB storage device or laptop. 
 
Last Section Meeting: The Christmas Bar-B-Que at Elephant Rocks went ahead in 
December in fine weather.  There was a good turn-out of local members and friends.  
After a fine selection of salads and BBQ’ed meat, many bouldering problems were 
attempted and climbed.  
 
Climbing News     
 
Hugh Wood has been tramping and climbing at Awakino Ski-field, Mt Studholme, 
Myers Pass, Arthurs Pass Valleys, Lewis Pass Tops, Little Mt Peel, and Mt Milne in 
the Kirkliston Range.  He is off to walk the Milford Track soon to celebrate his 70th 
birthday. 
 
Clare and Kevin Kearney, with Nick, Dara and Trudy Shearer tramped from the 
Cardrona Valley to Roys Peak over Mt Alpha.   
 
Clare Kearney has tramped to Welcome Flat Hut in the Copland Valley and Meg Hut 
in the Pisa Range: “My Copland trip was cut short because of heavy rain and track 
closure. We stayed one night, not the two as planned. The hut was not full but two 
middle-aged people were about 25 years older than the rest of the hut-goers. There 
have been no people over the Copland Pass this season according to the warden. 
There are lots of chamois up the valley according to a hunting couple stranded at 
Douglas Hut due to the weather. They were preparing some tasty-looking back straps 
to share with the wardens at the time. Copland track sustained some damage with 
washouts, fallen trees and small landslides. The hot pools are as legendary as ever! 
H E L Porter lodge in Fox was perfect. 
A bonus of the wet weather was the amazing waterfalls and rivers. 
 



      
The Sierra Range from Welcome Flat    
                                    

Nick and Dara tramped up Isthmus Peak between Lakes Wanaka and Hawea. 
 
Murray, Bronwyn and Toby Judge tramped to Maori Saddle Hut in South Westland. 
 
Nick Van de Vlierd, Ben Ellis and David Shearer traversed Double and Single Cone 
in the Remarkables. Nick and David also did some rock climbing at Riverside Crag 
near Wanaka. 
.  
Jim Anderson and Kim Manford climbed the Nuns Veil at Aorangi Mt Cook NP and 
the Great Prow route on Cloudy Peak in the Rangitata Valley. They also did some rock 
climbing at Hospital Flat near Wanaka. 
 
Oamaru Climbing Wall 
 
At the Waitaki Recreation Centre in Orwell Street.  Climbing Sessions: Tuesday 8.00-
9.30pm, Thursday 5.00-6.30pm.  Come along and try out the new tilting slab climbs.  
This might be the first adjustable angle wall open to the public in NZ? All welcome. 
 
Climbs are currently being stripped of holds so the holds can be cleaned and new 
routes set. Anyone wanting to help with this project would be very welcome. 
 
Meg Hut on the Cardrona to Cromwell pack track. A welcome respite from gale winds and heavy rain on the West 
Coast where we had intended to head Cosy inside with fire and candles - Clare.

   
    

               

From The Newsletter Editor:  Please email or phone your climbing, outdoor, 
mountain-related news to the Editor: Nick Shearer, shearer@es.co.nz   Ph 03 4345946 

 


