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February 2018 Newsletter 
 
 
Next Meeting: Guest Speaker: Peter Curzon will giving a presentation on “The Mt 
Kailash Kora”.  A high altitude trek around Tibet’s most sacred mountain. 
 
When: Wednesday, 28th February 2018 
 
Time: 7.30pm  
 
Where: North Otago Search and Rescue HQ, 1 Severn Street, the building 
immediately behind Abacus House. 
 
Last Section Meeting: Hugh Wood gave a presentation on “Natural History in 
Northern Greece”. Murray Judge and John Hamilton showed some photos from 
their recent trip rock climbing at Frog Buttress, near Brisbane, Australia.. 

 

 

 
Climbing News     
 
Murray Judge, and Rob Connolly and Josh Norfman traversed Single and Double 
Cone in the Remarkables.  Murray and Bronwyn Judge explored the Whataroa Valley 
reaching Whataroa Saddle. 
 
Sam Henehan and Laura Patience climbed Single Cone, and Sam also explored the 
head of the Bonney Glacier. 
 
Murray Judge, Sam Henehan and Josh Norfman climbed the Sebastapol Ridge to 
the Annette Plateau, descending the Mueller Ridge. 
 
Nick and Dara Shearer hiked up Mt Isthmus and Breast Hill near Lake Hawea, and 
with Clare Kearney climbed Mt Kohurau. 
 
Nick and David Shearer, and Nick Van de Vlierd climbed over Gunsight Pass at the 
head of the North Temple Valley, descending via the South Temple.  
 
Nick Van de Vlierd and Marina climbed the Dasler Pinnacles in the Hopkins Valley. 
 
Hugh Wood has been botanizing in the hills around North Otago. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
Nick Van de Vlierd and Nick Shearer at the bottom of Butterfly Buttress, head of the South Temple Valley. 
Photo: David Shearer 

 
 
Request for Information 
 
I am looking for any climbing information about my grandmother Marion Minifie. 
 
In her obituary in the Timaru Herald, 29 April 1969 it is stated that ‘Mrs Minifie was a 
keen tramper and climber and was one of the first women to climb Malte Brun in 
1900. As the party was running late it was necessary to spend the night at the Ball 
Hut and to allay any fears for the safety of the party a message was sent to the 
Hermitage by carrier pigeon. 
  
As far as I can find, the first ascent of Malte Brun by a woman was by Freda Du Faur 
was in January 1911 so my grandmother’s must have been later. I would be grateful 
for any further information. 
 
Regards, 
 
David Minifie 
 
31 (B) Highsted Road 
Christchurch 8053, N.Z. 
cell: 021 625 123 
home: 03 359 3478 
Retired - Pharmacist, Makeup Specialist, Musician. 
 
 
Oamaru Climbing Wall 
 
At the Waitaki Recreation Centre in Orwell Street.  Climbing Sessions: Tuesday 8.00-
9.30pm, Thursday 5.00-6.30pm.  Come along and try out the new tilting slab climbs.  
This might be the first adjustable angle wall open to the public in NZ? All welcome. 
         



Code of Conduct 
 
A role of the New Zealand Alpine Club is to advocate for climbers and for access to 
the New Zealand mountains. As the club is often looked to for guidance on bolting 
matters, a bolting position is considered useful and necessary. It should be noted that 
NZAC is not a regulatory body. The club advocates for informed, responsible 
decision making by climbers. NZAC has developed a ‘Code of Conduct for Rock 
Climbers’ and can facilitate discussion amongst climbers and other parties. The Code 
of Conduct can assist local climbers, landowners and the wider community to make 
decisions on bolting. Applications to the NZAC bolting fund will be considered with 
reference to the Code of Conduct. This will also be used to assist the Club in 
formulating a position and making submissions on National Park Management Plans, 
land use and planning policies, and on bolting issues as they arise. 
 
NZAC 4. Code of Conduct for Rock Climbers Dec 2017 
 
The following documents should be read in tandem with the above: 
 
NZAC 1. Access Framework_Dec 2017 
 
NZAC 2. Landowner Guidelines_Dec 2017 
 
NZAC 3. Bolting Standards_Dec 2017 
 
This is the link to these documents on the NZAC website:  
 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/rock-climbing/nzac-code-of-conduct-for-rock-climbers/ 
 
 
 
Aspiring Hut Closure 
 
Aspiring Hut will be closed from April 9 until mid-June next year for earthquake 
strengthening work and other maintenance. 
The 38-bunk New Zealand Alpine Club hut is just a two hour walk from the road end 
in Mt Aspiring National Park’s Matukituki Valley, making it a popular destination. 
Alpine Club general manager Karen Tait said the work was being undertaken when 
the weather would be best and avoided the high season. 
The hut, built in 1949 from schist, will have its stonework strengthened. The job 
requires the roof to be temporarily removed. 
The hut will be unavailable while the work takes place, but the adjacent campsite and 
toilets will be open. 
 
 
 
 
From The Newsletter Editor:  Please email or phone your climbing, outdoor, 
mountain-related news to the Editor: 
Nick Shearer, nicholastshearer@gmail.com Phone 021 02342436 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NZAC Alpine Journal Digitisation Project 
Dear All, 
 
On behalf of NZAC Publications I am seeking your support for the NZAJ Digitisation 
project, which when completed will provide freely accessible digital text for New 
Zealand Alpine Journal 1892-2012. 
Some background. NZAC aspired for a few years to digitise the New Zealand Alpine 
Journal, but did not manage to raise funds to complete the work. In 2015 NZAC 
accepted an offer from Dr Claudia Posch and colleagues at Linguistics Department, 
University of Innsbruck to digitise the New Zealand Alpine Journal. NZAC provided a 
set of NZAJ 1892-2012 and they have been scanned in Innsbruck and 17,500 pages 
processed through Optical Character Recognition software (Transkribus). Visual check 
of the 17,500 pages has identified the pages that require manual correction of 
blemishes arising from either imperfect scanning of each page, or during the optical 
character recognition process. We are raising funds to enable that work to be 
completed. 
The project has so far been funded solely by grants obtained within Austria. NZAC 
members can now help bring this project to completion by making a monetary 
contribution to the Givealittle campaign as advertised in the recent NZAC President’s 
Update. The Givealittle site is at https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/accessible-digital-nz-
alpine-journal-1892-2012 
 
As well, there is opportunity to become a volunteer editor of the project and to help 
manually correct the digitised text of NZAJ 1892-2012 using Transkribus. If you are 
keen to contribute as an editor please contact me and I will coordinate this effort. Three 
NZAC members have so far volunteered to help as editors, more will be welcome. 
 
Our hope is that funds raised by NZAC members, plus volunteer editorial input, will 
enable digitisation to be completed during 2018 and NZAJ become readily accessible 
online alongside other alpine journals such as the American Alpine Journal, and soon 
the Canterbury Mountaineer. 
 
Many thanks if you can support this project. If you have any questions about the 
digitisation project please let me know and I will endeavor to answer them. 
 
Regards, 
Ross Cullen 
Convener NZAC Publications Committee 
 
 
 


