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May 2018 Newsletter 
 
 
Next Meeting: Guest Speaker: Sam Henehan will be talking about his recent 
Expedition to Nepal.  He was a member of an international expedition aiming to climb 
the unclimbed peak Omi Tso Go 6332m in the Rolwaling district. An adventure and 
struggle with the altitude and weather in a remote Himalayan location. 
 
When: Wednesday, 30th May 2018 
 
Time: 7.30pm  
 
Where: North Otago Search and Rescue HQ, 1 Severn Street, the building 
immediately behind Abacus House. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Section Meeting: Peter Curzon gave a presentation on “The Mt Kailash Kora”.  
A high-altitude trek around Tibet’s most sacred mountain. 

 

 

 



Climbing News     
 
Murray and Bronwyn Judge, and John Hamilton attended the Otago Southland/ 
Canterbury rock meet at Long Beach. Participants camped at the Long Beach hall and 
had a social evening including a BBQ meal on the Saturday night. It is shame this get-
together is not taken advantage of by more climbers. 
    Over the last few months Murray and 
John have been busy at Long Beach and 
Doctors Point. A short slab climb at 17/18 
on the Manhattan Wall has been added. 
This can be accessed via Polaris with a 
little traverse. Further right a two-pitch 
route can be accessed by rapping in from 
the top of Hell’s Kitchen or climbed via the 
via Ferrata chains leading across past the 
start of Hell’s Kitchen, a juggy 30m 17/18 
first pitch. The second pitch is yet to be 
climbed; there is a tricky bulge yet to be 
conquered. 
     At Doctors Point Murray has put up a 
25m 18, downgraded by Bronwyn to 17, 
an access 12, a set of stairs, plus another 
20m 16. John put up a 25m 14 traversing 
climb which has yet to have its final clean. 
Several trailer loads of dirt and sand were 
shoveled to expose the underlying rock 
leaving a nice heap on the beach below 
these climbs.  
    Work is ongoing to create a series of 
climbs from the beach on 20m of 
untouched rock. 
 
 
 
 
Nick and Dara Shearer and Clare and Kevin Kearney climbed Mt Kohurau. 
 
Nick Shearer had a day trip to the Thurneysen Glacier on the southern flanks of Mt 
Barth, Canyon Creek, Ahuriri Valley. 
 
Hugh Wood has been botanizing in the hills around North Otago. 
 

 

Overseas News 

Sam Henehan climbed to within 500m of the unclimbed summit of Omi Tso Go 
6332m in the Rolwaling District, Nepal. 

 
 
 
 
 



UPDATE: INDIAN MOUNTAINEERING FOUNDATION ORGANISES MAJOR 
MOUNTAINEERING FESTIVAL 
 
The Indian Mountaineering Foundation (IMF) is organising a Mountaineering Festival 
at four locations in the Indian Himalaya. Each location is unique offering some truly 
exciting challenges for international climbers. The aim of the 2018-2019 Mountain 
Festival is to facilitate easier access to the Indian Himalayas to mountaineers and 
trekkers from across the globe. The Festival also aims to help climbers develop their 
mountain skills and understanding of safety practices. 
 
The festival will take place across the following regions. Please note the change of 
dates communicated to the UIAA on 10 April 2018. 
 
23 July – 12 August, 2018 
Himachal Pradesh 
 
15 October – 3 November, 2018 
Sikkim 
 
20 May – 8 June, 2019 
Uttarakhand 
 
22 July – 11 August, 2019 
Ladakh (J&K) 
 
Climbers from around the world will be able to participate in the various camps at 
very economical promotional prices. Furthermore, the IMF will facilitate their travel 
from Delhi Airport to the respective base camp. At the base camp, climbers will be 
provided with accommodation, meals (included in the cost), guides and equipment as 
required. A key component of the package is that peak fees are also included and 
there is no limit to the number of peaks that one can climb during the festival. The full 
pricing list, details of packages and logistics including a list of equipment required 
can be found here. 
 
Highlights of the festival include: 
 
• Fully functional base camp set up by IMF during festival period 
• Climbing equipment available to rent 
• Guides/ climbing leaders available at base camp 
• Over the counter permit facilitation 
• Liaison officers positioned at base camp 
• High-altitude trained doctor at base camp 
• Rescue teams positioned at base camp 
 
For further details please read the official festival guide. 
 
Contact Details: 
IMF Mountain Festival 2018-2019 
W: Indian Mountaineering Foundation (IMF) 
E: mountainfestival@indmount.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Darrans Winter Climbing Meet 
 
The 11th annual Darrans Winter 
Climbing Meet will take place from 
Saturday the 7th, through until Sunday 
the 15th of July 2018. As with previous 
 years the Meet will be based out of 
Homer Hut in the heart of the Darran 
Mountains. 
 
The Darrans in winter offer some of 
New Zealand's best climbing potential. 
With objectives to suit climbers of all 
levels of experience and ability. From 
gentle snow plods and roadside cragging, right through to some of the biggest and 
most difficult mountain faces in the country. However, please be warned that the 
Darran Mountains in the depths of winter is not to be taken lightly. This is big and 
serious country and you need to be adequately prepared for any objective that you 
plan to attempt. The Meet is not really suited to those with no Winter experience. If in 
doubt please ask in advance. 
 
The Meet provides an informal and sociable venue where climbers can get together, 
go climbing and enjoy a truly magical winter wonderland. Everyone attending the 
Meet needs to come fully prepared for the objectives that they intend to attempt - 
there is no formal instruction offered and you will be expected to take responsibility 
for yourself. You will also need to bring all of your own climbing, and hut, gear plus 
food for the duration of the Meet. Remember that it's a long drive to the nearest shop! 
 
For those who are not familiar with the area we would recommend getting a copy of 
the 2015 guidebook before attending. This can be sourced from the NZAC website - 
The Darran Mountains in Winter PDF Download 
 
The Meet is open to both members and non-members of the NZAC. However, if you 
are not a member we would encourage you to join in order to take advantage of all 
the benefits that the club provides. Or at the very least to enjoy the discounted hut 
fees! 
 
The hut fees for adults at Homer are $20 per night for NZAC member and $35 per 
night for non-members. Other than the cost of hut fees the Meet is free to attend. 
 
The number of people attending the Meet is limited by the capacity of Homer Hut. 
And all registrations will be taken on a first come first served basis. 
 
PLEASE NOTE BEFORE YOU SIGN UP: Please attend the meet with your own 
specific objectives in mind and feel free to make plans, that are within your ability, 
with others that are attending the meet. There will be no formal instruction at this 
meet. Please note that club members are not available to act as a guide. You must 
be able to make independent decisions. This Meet is not for absolute beginners, 
unless you have a experienced person with you that is willing to assist you. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Oamaru Climbing Wall 
 
At the Waitaki Recreation Centre in Orwell Street.  Climbing Sessions: Tuesday 8.00-9.30pm, 
Thursday 5.00-6.30pm.  Come along and try out the new tilting slab climbs.  This might be the 
first adjustable angle wall open to the public in NZ? All welcome. 
 
 
UIAA MOUNTAIN PROTECTION AWARD 
 
The UIAA Mountain Protection Award (MPA) was created in 2013. During its six years of 
existence, the annual UIAA Mountain Protection Award (MPA) has made a tangible difference 
to mountain lives, communities and the environment. It has enabled people to raise finances 
to build key infrastructures, conduct vital research and fulfil pending goals; it has provided an 
international showcase and communication platform for projects to raise awareness and 
exchange ideas and initiatives. Not only has it supported local communities, it has fostered its 
own global community. The Award celebrates innovation and a desire to make a difference. 
 
The three pillars of the International Climbing and Mountaineering Federation (UIAA) are 
safety, sport and sustainability. Within this latter category, the MPA is a fundamental part of 
the federation’s commitment to encouraging and supporting the conservation of natural 
resources, landscapes and diverse cultures in mountain regions. Through the MPA, the UIAA 
focuses on the promotion of positive behaviour and education in mountain tourism and 
recreation, notably in climbing and mountaineering activities. 
 
More information here: https://www.theuiaa.org/mountain-protection-award/ 
 
Applications for the 2018 UIAA Mountain Protection Award are now open 
As a member of the UIAA the NZAC is eligible to enter individual or group projects for this award. 
Please direct to the General Manager, Karen Tait, if you have a project for entry 
- general.manager@alpineclub.org.nz 

 
 
 Volunteer opportunity 
 
NZAC Youth Climbing Camp – Volunteer NZOIA Rock Level 2 Qualified Instructors 
needed! Held over 8 days each summer this great youth programme needs some 
awesome volunteers to ensure the succession of the camp for our future 
generations. Educate the climbing youth of today at some of NZ’s iconic crags! Read 
the 2015 Instructor report by John Entwisle https://alpineclub.org.nz/nzac-youth-
climbing-camp-2015/ and check out the Camp Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-National-Youth-Climbing-Camp-
1607362462824826/ Contact ashlee@alpineclub.org.nz to express your interest. 
  
 
NZAC Ice Climbing and Ski-touring instruction courses are open for 
registration- more details: 
 
Ski Touring: https://alpineclub.org.nz/skiing-touring/courses/ 
 
Ice Climbing: https://alpineclub.org.nz/…/leading-on-technical-ice-course/  
      
 
From The Newsletter Editor:  Please email or phone your climbing, outdoor, 
mountain-related news to the Editor: 
Nick Shearer, nicholastshearer@gmail.com Phone 021 02342436 
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