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November - December 2018 Newsletter 

 
Very short and sweet-ish newsletter this time but saved from total mediocrity by Clare 
Kearney who, in the absence of any local climbing news, has provided an excellent 
report on the NZAC AGM and CCM meeting held this month. I know you guys are up 
to stuff so please let me know so I can put it in the newsletter. 

 

Xmas BBQ and bouldering session 
 
5 December at Elephant Rocks @1800. Backup date in case of inclement weather is 
12 December, same time. 

 

 
 
Yep, it’s that season again… xmas spirit, nor-westers and whatever that white powder 
is in ‘chalk’ bags are just cause for general weirdness and unusual behavior in 
climbers, and this lot are no exception. Do come along and join in at the BBQ! 

 
 
 

 
Next Meeting: To be confirmed – watch this space 
 



Last Section Meeting 
 
John Hamilton represented the Aussie touring climbing crew of Murray Judge, Sam 
Henehan and Bernard Bangham and presented a slide show and talk on their recent 
trip to Mt Arapiles. Before this however we were entertained by a slide show with music, 
of the 2004 destruction and reconstruction of the hut cooker at Elcho Hut. A few in the 
audience recognized familiar and much younger faces of current and deceased 
members which made foe a neat trip down memory lane. Following this John spoke 
on his fourth visit to Arapiles, the 2000+ climbs there, Watchtower Crack and its 
associated lizard population, the Golden Fleece wall and Curtain wall climbs. Insects 
and reptiles along with ‘roos and other creatures, also featured in this interesting and 
motivational talk. 
Following along from John, Hugh Wood gave a power point talk on botanizing in 
Australia; North Queensland, Port Douglas in May this year. Hugh visited botanical 
gardens and a butterfly sanctuary and showed us some lovely shots of various tropical 
plants and not-so-lovely crocs! 
 
 
Climbing News     
 
None to hand so far 
 
Volunteer Hut Warden(s) required 

Volunteer Hut Wardens – North Canterbury and Mahannui – Summer 2018-19 

The Department of Conservation North Canterbury and Mahannui District Offices are 
offering volunteer hut warden positions for seven huts during this coming summer from 
the beginning of December until the end of February. These huts include the 
Packhorse, Otamatua, Carrington, Hawdon, Hamilton, Anne and Christopher huts. 
More information about these positions are available on the attached factsheet.   

We are especially looking for experienced trampers to act in these roles and we would 
be grateful if you could forward on this information to your members and anyone else 
that might be interested.   These positions will be advertised on the DOC website 
shortly but we wanted to give members of tramping clubs and other partners advance 
notice of these positions being available. As well as the attached factsheet we have 
also attached an application form to be completed by anyone interested in the 
role.   Please send the completed form to waimakariri@doc.govt.nz.  

For anyone who is interested in any of these positions or wants more information 
please contact the relevant volunteer hut warden coordinator listed on the factsheet or 
myself. 

Thanks in advance for your help. 

Kind regards, 

Alex Foulkes 

Senior Ranger/Supervisor, Community 

Department of Conservation - Te Papa Atawhai 

mailto:waimakariri@doc.govt.nz


Rangiora Office 

32 River Road 

PO Box 349, Rangiora 7440 

+64 3 3130820 

0275 677345 

 

 

 
NZAC AGM Report from Clare Kearney 
 

NZ Alpine Club November Meetings 
 
NZAC AGM  2017/18 
Held in Christchurch on Friday 9th November 2018 
The Annual report was presented. If members would like a copy use this link: 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/parkside/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NZAC-Annual-Report-
2017-2018.pdf 
There were no controversies or stand up fights. Always a good thing at an AGM.  
Note was made that members are able to send their proxy in. There was a short delay 
to the start of the meeting to ensure a quorum. Putting in a proxy would have avoided 
this.  
The meeting was followed by a book auction, fundraising for NZAC and cheap reading 
for the purchasers. The library at the Home of Climbing is currently in boxes due to 
renovations. Skilled volunteers will go through these to separate out the double ups 
and damaged tomes to on sell.  
 
 
NZAC Section Council 
This was the first meeting for the newly minted Section Council. The Council will meet 
as needed and decide their own agenda. 
The major outcome of this meeting was to elect two of the council to the NZAC Board: 
These were Mike Pryjma, Australian Section and Jim Peterson, Canterbury/Westland. 
 
The consensus of this meeting was communication between Sections was important 
to enable members to participate in activities run by other Sections. A list of Section 
contacts is to be shared. Following each other’s Facebook pages helps members know 
what is happening in other sections. 
 
The role of the Section Council will no doubt evolve, but it was good how quickly there 
was a sharing of events and ideas.  
 
The Banff film festival was discussed at length with the importance of the ongoing 
relationship between NZAC and Banff being stressed. It is very helpful to NZAC 
management to have stories from Sections on how the festival money is spent. Banff 
values this about our relationship.   
 
Ideas for Section nights…mini classes in photography, stretching.  
  

https://alpineclub.org.nz/parkside/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NZAC-Annual-Report-2017-2018.pdf
https://alpineclub.org.nz/parkside/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NZAC-Annual-Report-2017-2018.pdf


For North Otago, our neighbours:  Otago and South Canterbury are interested in 
coming to the Wall at the Rec Centre.  
 
We also need a Section Council rep. The workload has just got a whole lot less, the 
meetings are a whole lot more relevant to section activities and there is much more 
time for climbing in CHCH now post meeting. 
 
Footnote: Sam Henahan has tentatively agreed to be our Section Rep. We need to 
formalise this at our next meeting. 
 
NZAC Board Meeting 
Historic first meeting of the interim Board.  
Members are: Chair and President: John Palmer, Ross Cullen, Penny Brothers as past 
president, Geoff Gabites, Clare Kearney, Richard Wesley and the elected Section 
Council members Mike and Jim. 
 
The major purpose of this Board is to develop the Governance resources, set Strategy 
and oversee the Board elections for 2019. Its aim is to enable a smooth transition from 
the interim Board to the elected board in October 2019. 
 
The Executive Subcommittee no longer exists so delegations were reviewed and 
amended to allow Karen Leacock the authority to make management decisions. 
The Board will next meet in January 2019 to develop a Strategic Plan for the Club.  
 
 
 
Useful and interesting links 
  
For those with a functioning internet connection I’ve included some interesting links 
to look over in your spare time i.e. between Southerly fronts. Click on the blue link. 
 

Global Rock and Ice Climbing Festivals: All in one place… 
The UIAA has recently launched a global calendar for international ice climbing 
competitions and rock and ice climbing festivals, for events organised by the UIAA, its 
member federations and partners or entirely independent meetings. This new UIAA 
calendar is designed to provide climbers with details about events taking place near 
them, or near where they may be travelling. 

Climbing Festivals 

2019 International Youth Ice Climbing Camp in Guillestre, Hautes Alpes 
Registration is now open for the 2019 edition of the annual UIAA Global Youth Series 
Ice Climbing Camp in Guillestre. The main goal of this youth ice climbing camp is to 
learn and practice many forms of ice climbing: one pitch, or routes with many pitches. 
Dates 24 February-2 March 2019. These events are a great opportunity to meet a 
varied group of young climbers from home and abroad and make new friends, as well 
as exchange climbing techniques. 

2019 International Youth Ice Climbing Camp 

Himalayan Journal Index 

NZAC Gift Ideas 

https://www.theuiaa.org/ice-climbing/global-rock-and-ice-climbing-competitions-and-festivals-all-in-one-place/
https://www.theuiaa.org/youth/2019-international-youth-ice-climbing-camp-in-guillestre/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/consolidated-index-to-the-himalayan-journal-vol-1-73-1929-2018/
https://mailchi.mp/alpineclub/8r3majq6p1-1450733?e=91462054af


Homer Hut workparty happened!  
 
Whakapapa gondola project 
 
Common climbing diseases and their cures I think I have Craggers Malaise, myself. 
 
Any more ideas or contributions – all welcome! 
 
 
Oamaru Climbing Wall 
 
At the Waitaki Recreation Centre in Orwell Street.  Climbing Sessions: Tuesday 8.00-
9.30pm, Thursday 5.00-6.30pm.  Come along and try out the new tilting slab climbs 
and safety mats. This might be the first adjustable angle wall open to the public in NZ. 
All welcome. 
         
 
From The Newsletter Editor:  Please email or phone your climbing, outdoor, 
mountain-related news to the Editor: 
Murray Singleton, genesis1@actrix.co.nz, Phone 021 0783003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/homer-hut-work-party-2018/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/whakapapa-gondola-project-2019-access-information/
https://www.climbing.com/people/8-common-climbing-diseases-and-their-cures/?fbclid=IwAR3PgVdxxKoHT6fYTvy7E5v3Y-vApUMWZNmspLYPC5TBMBkgwtj8VFcvmSY

