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October 2018 Newsletter 
 
Editorial – Nick Moves On and Old Man Shakes Fist At Passing 
Clouds 
 
G’day everyone, I’m Murray the new newsletter editor. I’ve taken over from Nick who 
has been deserving of break from newsletter and other activities for over 18 years if 
my calculations are correct. It’s newsletters and interpersonal communication which 
are the substance of any thriving club – the glue that holds the club together in down 
times and the net which (hopefully) reaches all members and instills a sense of 
belonging. Nick has done a sterling job over the years of membership plenty and 
poverty in providing just such a device. Thanks Nick, we all appreciate your efforts very 
much and now with maybe some increased spare time, will see many more reports 
from you in the future. Now, about my salary. 
 

 
 

White Horse Hill carpark December 2006 and 2016 – it’s gotten much worse since 
Cam Mulvey took these shots. 



I was going to wax lyrical on these images from Cam Mulvey of White Horse Hill 
‘carpark and holiday camp’ dated December 2006 and December 2016 (see if you can 
pick which is which) instead I’m going to have a rant, an old man’s rant.  
 
I took the family to Mt Cook last Christmas holidays to show the girls where I used to 
spend my time as a young alpinist. I thought it would be a great idea to walk the low 
tracks with the kids and show them the climbs I’d done in the past, all the while being 
ummm… economical with the truth. Half-finished routes, complete failures and even 
just dream climbs would be fair game to include along with the few ascents I actually 
did achieve – and all in the solitude of the park. Peace and quiet, maybe even have a 
boil up at Stocking Stream shelter. 
So the first port of call was the Tasman for a look at the glacier terminus and blue 
lakes. The dunnies were full. They’d been emptied that morning but were full again 
and people were queuing to keep using them, despite the stench. There were people 
on the track in jandals, crop tops, singlets and one chap, who was obviously a body 
builder, had no shirt at all. There was a queue at the base of the steps leading to the 
lookout and some incredibly unfit people who probably shouldn’t have been there. Lots 
of pushing in and eyes down intent on getting to the top attitudes. Bugger this, the 
Hooker is the place for us, let’s go! 
We couldn’t find a parking space. So we waited and such was the turnover of traffic 
that we eventually got a park near Wyn Irwin lodge and set off on the great adventure 
in the land of peace and quiet. Two abreast and people everywhere, on and off the 
track for most of the walk. That was until I got sick of it and pulled a daddy tantrum, 
vowing it was never like this in my day. And in fact, it wasn’t, but this is 2018 not 1986, 
so wake up Dad. 
So. We have a problem that is growing larger each season and it’s obvious something 
needs to be done sooner rather than later to address the overcrowding and associated 
strain on the Park’s ecosystem. The Department of Conservation have proposed, 
among a raft of measures, a Park and Ride System whereby visitors to the Park, 
including climbers, may leave their vehicles at the Park’s entrance and catch a bus or 
shuttle to their accommodation, flight, whatever. This has the intention, if I read it 
correctly, of leaving the environment around White Horse hill for example, free to return 
to its natural state much like Cam’s 2006 photo or better.  
The idea (and several others in the draft plan) has merit but the details of its 
implementation are manifold and need to be dealt with carefully and with a large 
degree of consultation with all parties, including NZAC. I quite like being able to park 
at Unwin and drive to the Tasman etc. but let’s make no mistake, this is a privilege I, 
along with every other New Zealand resident and overseas tourist may yet lose. 
Personally, if the problem could be solved simply by throwing enough dollars at it, I’d 
like to see a tariff on tourists to pay for that. I’m selfish and I don’t want to pay for it out 
of my taxes because the majority of users of the Park, are tourists, not New 
Zealanders. I’m also reluctant to have my kids alpine experience, seeing the hills where 
the old man spent his youth and developing an abiding love of mountains and the 
alpine environment ruined by overweight jandal wearing twits hyperventilating at the 
base of the steps to the Tasman lookout. It will be interesting to hear what the Alpine 
Club’s stance on this issue is. 
OK, I’ve had my say, naïve, biased, simplistic call it what you will – it’s a rant not high 
level prose. I urge you all to have your say as well which you can do by clicking on the 
above link. 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2018/have-your-say-aorakimount-cook-and-westland-tai-poutini-national-park-plan-reviews/


Next Meeting: Australia  
 
Guest Speakers: Hugh Wood (Port Douglas) Murray Judge, John Hamilton and Sam 
Henehan (Mt Arapiles) 
When: Wednesday, 7 November 
Time: 7.30pm  
Where: North Otago Search and Rescue HQ, 1 Severn Street, the building 
immediately behind Abacus House. 
In Brief: John Hamilton will regale us with his ascents of favourites, Lamplighter, 
Broglia, Watchtower Crack and Muldoon at Mt Arapiles. Hugh has a report on 
botanizing in North Queensland. The other speakers will also speak! 
 
Last Section Meeting 
 
The AGM followed by guest speakers Clare Kearney and Nick Shearer talking about 
climbing Kilimanjaro and a Safari in Tanzania. The team of Dara, Nick, Clare and Kevin 
Kearney, Nicky and Andrew Wilson climbed Kilimanjaro in early July via the Northern 
Circuit in 9 days. Nick Shearer first visited Africa in 1985 to climb Mt Kenya along with 
Rob Blackburne and two other English climbers who they met in Africa. The account 
of their successful ascent of the Ice Window Route makes interesting reading in the 
1985 NZAJ pp 78-79. 

 
Climbing and Natural History News     
 
Bold new route on the Southwest Face of Mt Percy Smith by Ben Dare (solo). 
New Route – Southwest Face of Mt Percy Smith. 

‘The Promise’ Grade VI, 6+ (WI4, M5+, A0), 700m. 

Solo first ascent, Ben Dare, October 7, 2018. 

Described by Nick Cradock as “fricking bold” this is yet another South facing climb from 
doyen, Ben Dare, and is nothing short of a stunning route especially when done solo and 
ascended in fine style. Click on the link below for Ben’s description, written in his own 
inimitable style. It’s a cracker! 

 
The Promise 

 

Mt Percy Smith in April 1984. The route goes up the red line appended on this image 
from Simon Middlemass by the first ascensionist, Ben Dare. 

http://alpineteam.co.nz/2018/new-route-%E2%80%93-southwest-face-mt-percy-smith


News From Unwin Lodge 
 
Simon Middlemass has provided the following information about goings on in the 
Aoraki/Mt Cook area. 
In early September Caleb Jennings returned with Kim Ladijes to complete Pilgrim, a 
gully line between the Central and Left Buttresses on the Sheila Face. They descended 
to Empress via Green Saddle and Fyfes Gut; Kim had attempted this before. The 
following weekend another line was added starting to the left of the LH Buttress and 
joining it for the finish. 
Over on Mt Walter ascents have been made of the original East Face route 
Cradock/Jury/Kagan (we think) and a couple of ascents of Ice Creme - the bottom 
pitches which looked nothing like when originally climbed i.e. quite thin.  
 
James Warren climbed the Couloir route on Footstool avoiding the standard finish to 
the main divide and cornices by taking the RH variant finish.  
Lots of bods out touring. Douglas South Face had a few ascents and is now the 
standard route of choice compared to the original LH gully. People are often rapping 
the route these days.  
 
Jacob Downie and Evan Davies added The Gray Hare III, 4+ to Conway Peak.  
 
Penny Brothers with Gavin Lang flew into Pioneer from Mt Cook village with a big plan 
but conditions and weather meant an exit via Pioneer Pass and Cinerama Col was 
required.  
 
Rose Pearson and Sam Waetford climbed The Ministry of Silly Walks, Sheila Face, Mt 
Cook. 
 
Ben Ellis, Josh Mitchell, Jack Grinsted put up a new route on D’Archiac – Desire in 
September. 
 
 
NZAC AGM 
 
It’s that time of the year again! Here’s the email you’ve probably all seen anyway but 
presented here as a space filler interesting note. Note that this year the AGM will be 
followed by a book auction. 
 
Notice of Annual General Meeting and Book Auction 
 
The NZAC Annual General Meeting will be held at the Oxford Terrace Baptist Church 
Hall at 286 Oxford Terrace, Christchurch on Friday 9th November, starting at 7 
pm. There is parking at the venue. 
 
The meeting will be conducted under the new Club rules, confirmed and registered in 
September. The rules can be found here. 
 
The agenda is as follows: 
Agenda: 
1.   Apologies 
2.   Proxies 
3.   Confirmation of the minutes of the 2017 AGM 
4.   Update on implementation of new rules 
5.   Presentation of the President’s Report 
6.   Obituaries 

https://alpineclub.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23ea7cb21f4882cf3f0d4f15c&id=ec5c64e2df&e=7b7a0bfae5


7.   Presentation of the Financial Report 
8.   Appointment of Auditor 
9.   NZAC Volunteer of the Year Award 
10. General Business 
 
The minutes of the 2017 AGM can be found here. 
 
After the AGM there will be a grand book auction thanks to a very generous donation 
from a member. There will be some gems of mountain literature which are rarely 
available which must be sold. All profits come back to the Club so please come and 
grab a bargain while supporting your Club. 
  
This promises to be a very entertaining evening. 
  
Mountain Tourism Book 
 
Hi NZACers 
Just a heads up re our book that NZAC kindly supported - there is a nice 
acknowledgement to NZAC in the playground pdf below Here are two links that share 
the details and a flyer  
  
www.tepapa.govt.nz/scenic-playground-story-behind-new-zealands-mountain-
tourism   
  
https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/sites/default/files/look_inside_scenic_playground.pdf    
  
The book is to be launched in mid-November with some small functions - on around 
the NZ Tourism Summit November 7-8th and in Christchurch Monday 19th and in 
Wellington  Thursday 22nd The CHCH function is at the new library Tūranga building 
who will co-host an event with Scorpio Books on the evening of Monday 19 November. 
I believe Jim Wilson will assist with the launch  
  
I will send (very soon)  an invite list for friends and supporters of the book so let me 
know some names please by say mid next week.  
I don't believe I can do a blanket invite but I am sure I can be generous with invites I 
am also doing an invite list for the Wellington Unity book function so any Wellington 
ideas also let me know but I will have a handle on that  
  
Cheers Dave 
  
Dave Bamford 
 
Useful and interesting links 
  
For those with a functioning internet connection I’ve included some interesting links 
to look over in your spare time i.e. between Southerly fronts. 
 
The Dawn Wall 
 
The Dawn Wall is here for one night only at Aoraki Mount Cook, Click above for details 
of this movie screening. I’m seriously considering attending this myself, it looks 
awesome. 
 
 
 

https://alpineclub.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23ea7cb21f4882cf3f0d4f15c&id=83db2dad77&e=7b7a0bfae5
http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/scenic-playground-story-behind-new-zealands-mountain-tourism
http://www.tepapa.govt.nz/scenic-playground-story-behind-new-zealands-mountain-tourism
https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/sites/default/files/look_inside_scenic_playground.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-dawn-wall-aoraki-mount-cook-tickets-50992205058


Mt Cook Guidebook Launch 

Aoraki-Tai Poutini guidebook author Rob Frost would love to invite members of the 
North Otago Section to the upcoming book launches in Aoraki/Mt Cook Village and 
Fox Glacier to celebrate the release of the guide. The launches will be great chances 
for people to get a copy of the book at the member price ($50) before it goes on sale 
for $70 in the shops, spend time socialising with heaps of other climbers in the heart 
of the region the book is about, and hear some interesting talks. I'd also love to meet 
and chat with anyone who's keen to learn more about the area. I'm really excited about 
these launches - it's the culmination of five years' work! 

 Sat-Sun 27-28th October: Main Launch at Aoraki/Mt Cook Village: 

Fri 26th October to early afternoon of Sat 27th: people can arrive at Aoraki/Mt Cook, 
go climbing at Sebastopol or go walking/scrambling in the area 

Sat 27th: 

-3pm: informal gathering/drinks (byo) at Unwin Lodge 

-5pm: launch function at Aoraki/Mt Cook Village Community Hall (next to the school) - 
$5 entry at the door to cover costs. Speakers will be Philip Temple, Jane Morris, Ben 
Dare, and author Rob Frost; MC'd by Gavin Lang. 

-7pm: optional dinner at The Old Mountaineers' - anybody welcome, but it would be 
great if people can let us know if they're coming by emailing aorakiguide@gmail.com  

-9pm until late: drinks at The Old Mountaineers 

Sun 28th: 

-9am: walk to Red Tarns and optional climb past McNulty Tarns to Sebastopol. Should 
be back down by 2pm. Meet at public shelter at start of Governors Bush walk. Bring 
suitable clothing, footwear, lunch, and if intending on climbing Sebastopol, a helmet. 
Ice axes may also be needed if there's still snow lying around. 

-3pm: tea/coffee at Unwin Lodge, then people can make their way home 

 Sat 3rd November: Fox Glacier 

This will be 7:30pm at the Community Centre on Cook Flat Rd. The event is being 
sponsored by Fox Glacier Guiding. The speakers will be Allan Uren, Mike Mahoney, 
Aat Vervoorn, and author Rob Frost. There will be a few people convening for dinner 
and drinks beforehand at the Cook Saddle Cafe and Saloon. 

 Unfortunately I wasn't able to have one of the launch events in Oamaru, but it would 
be wonderful to have people come to spend a weekend with us. People should book 
accommodation as soon as they can to avoid disappointment. 

 I hope to see you at one of the above events! 

 
 

https://www.eventopia.co/event/Aoraki-Tai-Poutini-Guide-Premiere-Book-Launch/371115
mailto:aorakiguide@gmail.com


Aspiring short film 
 
From the Film NZ archives, a neat wee film set in the Mt Aspiring National Park 
featuring an ascent of the NW Ridge of Mt Aspiring. See if you can spot Bruce 
Jenkinson. 
 
Honnold and Caldwell Patagonia Fitzroy Traverse 
 
Arguably old hat now that Alex Honnold has soloed El Cap since all his previous 
accomplishments pale in comparison. Arguably. This is a very cool 2 part video of a 
much earlier traverse of Fitzroy he made with another rock legend, Tommy Caldwell in 
2015. There are some some stunning visuals and climbing skills on display here and 
some beautiful quality rock to see. Just close out the American hype and advertising 
BS at the start and you’ll be fine!.  
 
24 Hours of Paines 
 
From the website: The challenge of 24 Hours of PAINes is leading a route clean to get 
points and doing so continuously for 24 hours. It is a team challenge however both 
members will not have to climb the same routes. Individual scores will be added as a 
team total. This way an 18 grade climber can get together with a 25 grade climber and 
make a team. 
 
Homer Hut Work Party 
 
Request for Volunteers - please head down to the Homer Hut Work Party 2-11 
November and help bring the hut up to scratch for the years to come.  
 
Ideas For The Next Newsletters 
 
Local identity spotlight – any volunteers? 
Book and movie review(s) 
Elcho Hut history – it’s been done but I’d like to reproduce it in parts here with a 
contemporary edit. 
Alpine Photography tips 
How To Build Your Own Indoor Climbing Wall (without becoming divorced) 
Geology of the Southern Alps 
 
Any more ideas or contributions – all welcome! 
 
 
Oamaru Climbing Wall 
 
At the Waitaki Recreation Centre in Orwell Street.  Climbing Sessions: Tuesday 8.00-
9.30pm, Thursday 5.00-6.30pm.  Come along and try out the new tilting slab climbs 
and safety mats. This might be the first adjustable angle wall open to the public in NZ? 
All welcome. 
         
 
From The Newsletter Editor:  Please email or phone your climbing, outdoor, 
mountain-related news to the Editor: 
Murray Singleton, genesis1@actrix.co.nz, Phone 021 0783003 

https://www.nzonscreen.com/title/aspiring-1972
https://www.redbull.tv/video/AP-1MQAPEZX91W11?playlist=AP-1MD65ZMW52111
http://paines24.co.nz/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/homer-hut-call-for-work-party-volunteers/?fbclid=IwAR1or4a2GHODuorI07SJdagoOjPDSI_kTJa2Xy7ve1gYWVtpKOvd-Xk4To8


 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


