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Obituaries-  

Ralph David Miller 

23 April 1935 to 18 January 2017 

 

It is with sadness and shock that we record the 
sudden death of Ralph Miller. 

Ralph was a life member of the NZAC, joining the 
Southland Section in May 1953. Ralph sustained his 
love of the mountains throughout his life achieving 
many first ascents in our local mountains and also 
the Mt Cook area. In later years his focus was more 
on skiing and mountain biking. Ralph was the 
complete Alpine Club member always taking his fair 
share of administration responsibilities along with 
hut building, track cutting and search and rescue. 

A more detailed account of Ralph’s NZAC activities 
will be provided in this year’s alpine journal. 

Bill Gordon 

Harold Lowe 

Died -28th February 2017 Age 93 

It is with great sadness the Southland Section would 
like to acknowledge the passing of Harold Lowe. 

In 2015 Harold had been recognised as being a club 
member for 50 years. 

He was a regular at Homer and had spent 3 
seasons in Antarctica and received the Polar medal. 
He will be deeply missed by the Alpine Club and 
also the Hokonui Tramping Club. The club will be 
lesser without him. 

 

Emily Peak Trip Report 

Julie Russell 
The Southland Section embarked on our first club 
trip of 2017 with a spring in our step from the 
Routeburn Shelter along the ‘Great Walk’ to the 
Emily Creek Bridge.  

The rather large group of 13 awaited further 
instructions from Leader Matt as to the plan from 
here on in. Leader Matt announced that according 
to the Moir’s Guide Book there is a route up the 
creek, but he had heard of an alternate route that 
he thought might serve us better, which was 
marked by a cairn (which we all know to be 
perfectly trustworthy)…  

As we work our way up the creek consisting of 
delightful boulder scrambling and evading wet feet, 
we hear that two of the party have decided to head 
down and have a less laborious weekend up the 
North Branch.  

The party continued on up the creek until 
happening upon a cairn built on the left just like 
Leader Matt had said - this must be the point at 
which we plunge head first into the scrub. Peter 
Young headed off first and after disappearing two 
metres in, we see a rustle amongst the bushes 
and hear “yup, come in guys, I’ve found a track”. 
Fair to say that ‘track’ lasted for all of 5 metres. For 
those who endeavour to retrace our steps, ignore 
the cairn and just stick to the creek. 

I have no doubt that all trips are well planned and 
thought out, however translating a Topo map to 
the real world proved interesting. Regrouping 
above the bush line there was much discussion on 
where to next. The Fiordland clag was setting in as 
well, which didn’t help and it was proving more 
difficult than originally thought to orientate 
ourselves.  

A consensus was reached and off we headed 
South East, after some rather steep clambering 
which was an eye opener for our newer 
participants we all arrived safely at Emily Pass 
with Emily Peak still hiding behind clag.  

Considering the weather, the majority of the group 
chose to head down to the plateau that showed on 
the map at 1200m – at this stage not much could 
be seen past 100m. Two of the party decided to 
head over to Emily Peak for a recce and see if it 
was worth a go.  
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The campsite was spectacular and not a breath of 
wind in sight considering reports were that it was for 
gale force winds. Camp was set up and everyone 
settled in by 5pm and we had all eaten our rather 
sad looking dehydrated premix meals (except for 
one who carted bacon and mushrooms the whole 
way up) by 5:30pm. Next thing the clag clears and 
we see the two lads who had gone off to explore 
Emily Peak, right up the top yahooing down at us.  

With time on our hands, an evening session of 
abseiling was had amongst boulders the size of 
houses. This was just in case we had to rope up the 
next day to get down; so everyone knew what they 
were doing. 

A summit attempt was planned for the morning but 
due to unpredictable conditions, Leader Matt made 
the call to let us sleep in. See Matt’s joke below… 

-What is the difference between a golfer and a 
climber?  

A golfer goes whack, shit! A climber goes shit, 
whack. 

A rather uneventful Sunday followed compared to 
Saturday. We left campsite and followed the creek 
down the hill towards Lake Mackenzie –one party 
followed the guidance of esteemed route finder 
Andrew McFadzien and decided to try their luck 
again with the scrub only seeming to not have learnt 
their lesson the day before. Emerging looking rather 
dishevelled.  

We had a quick breakfast at the Mackenzie Shelter 
and then started on the long trek back to our cars, 
only 20km on hard packed trail separated us from 
burger and chips at the pub. Fair to say upon 
reaching that final bridge on the track, the spring 
was well and truly gone from our step.  

While the majority of us didn’t summit Emily Peak, a 
hoot of a time was had getting there.  

Trip Members: 

Leader - Matt Humphries, Johnny Russell, Kent 
Andrews, Andrew McFadzien, Peter Young, Scott 
Mackay, Andy, Erin Noonan, Mathew Duggan, Kyle 
Duckworth, Annalise Shariff, Bruce Farmer, Pauline 
McAlpine & Julie Russell (Trip Report)  

 

Image1: Route-finding on the way up with the 
Route Burn in the valley below 

 

Image2: Relaxing amongst the clag right the top of 
Emily Pass 
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Iamge3: Leader Matt & Andrew on the Routeburn 
Track with Emily Peak in the middle background 
and the valley we had come down that morning to 
Lake Mackenzie on the right.  

 

Castle Downs Climbing Meet 

Jimmy Finlayson 
 
On the 25th on Feb a group of climbers from around 
Southland went to Castle Downs. The day started 
off damp but dried out quickly. It was great to see a 
lot of new faces out having their first climbs on 
limestone. A good feed was put on by Matt 
Humphries, so with full bellies and good climbing it 
appeared to me that a fun time was had by all.  

 

BBQ at the Picnic Area 

 

A group practising abseiling. 

 

Grand Traverse – The Remarkables 

Matt Humphries 
 
Team: Kent Andrews, David Reese, Matthew 
Humphries 

 
It was a fine and sunny day (yes there was one 
this year) that saw us leave the ski field car park. 
Packs laden with 2 ropes and a rack of gear 
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between the 3 of us. We were expecting something 
of true epic proportions. Still trying to get rid of this 
year’s Christmas pudding I knew the first 30 mins up 
the shadow basin road was going to be a lung 
buster. But we soon settled in and before we knew it 
we were at the helipad putting on our harnesses. 
The view up to the North Cone of Double Cone 
looked truly impressive from here, but easy ledges 
and good rock had us on the top in a lot easier 
fashion then we expected. From here we found a 
couple of nice ledges to take us to the col between 
the two peaks. From here we took different 
approaches to the second cone. Dave took a 
substantially harder route on the left while Kent and 
I found an easy climb on the right with very good 
rock to the summit. Sometimes older and wiser is 
better than younger and stronger. We had a great 
view from the top of the second cone and after a bit 
of R & R we headed down the easy ridge to the top 
of the grand couloir and followed the easy slabs to 
the summit of single cone, the highest point in the 
Remarkables. This was my fourth visit to single 
cone but my first in summer so it made for a 
pleasant picnic lunch on the summit watching the 
tourists below at Lake Alta. From the summit we 
decided to descend the NE ridge which required a 
careful bit of down climbing on the first step before 
easy angled slabs and scree saw us down at Wye 
saddle and hence onto Lake Alta and back to the 
car. We took all that gear and didn’t use any of it. At 
it’s hardest it is really just a fun scramble but those 
who would like a rope there was plenty of places for 
protection and slings to be found on route. Thanks 
to Dave and Kent for putting up with my grunting 
and keeping me company. This is a worthy trip for 
anyone with moderate ability. Times 4-8hrs. 

 

 Sabre Solo 

Jimmy Finlayson 
On Saturday the 25th of Feb I left the Castle Downs 
climbing day early with the intention of climbing 
Sabre Peak by myself. To be traversing the top of 
the Adelaide cirque via the main peaks featured on 
the cover of the Darrans guide seemed like a 
prefect line to me.  

The trip turn out to be everything I expected and 
thoroughly enjoyed traveling light and fast across 
such an amazing ridgeline. I climbed the West 
Ridge of Sabre, via Marrian and Barrier Peaks in 
24hrs from Homer Hut (camping on top of Barrier 
peak). 

 
 

New Holds at the YMCA 

Jimmy Finlayson 
 
The Southland Section recently purchased some 
new bright pink climbing holds for the YMCA 
climbing wall. The new holds have a variety of new 
shapes and sizes to keep the style of climbing at 
the wall fresh and interesting. One of the new 
climbs in the corner is currently providing loads of 
entertainment for both those climbing and 
spectating. 

 

Dave Jagoutz trying out the new holds. 
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Wanaka Rock Climbing Meet 

Erin Noonan 
 
On the 10 & 11th of December, an impressive troop 
of 20ish Southlanders descended over the crags 
west of Wanaka for a weekend of climbing. With the 
long range weather forecast initially threatening the 
trip, the Central Otago weather changed for the best 
with two fine sunny days providing excellent 
climbing conditions. On the Saturday, our Southland 
climbers sprawled over various crags including 
Riverside, Little Big Wall, The Tombstone, 
Bakehouse and Farside. Some of our more 
experienced climber enjoyed climbing the old 
classics, while others new to climbing tested out 
their indoor skills on real rock. Climbing continued 
until after 7pm as we enjoyed the perfect climbing 
conditions. On the Sunday, a team of climbers 
headed up to Kai Whaka Pai for some trad climbing. 
Apart from the odd piece of trad gear acting as 
missiles to those on the ground, fun was had by all. 
Thank you to everyone who came along, especially 
those that helped our novice climbing members to 
learn new outdoor skills. It was great to see 
everyone band together to share their knowledge 
and skills on such a fine weekend. 

 

Abseiling off upper Kai Whaka Pai 

 

 

Dave climbing on lower Kai Whaka Pai 

 

Libby Tradding it up at Kai Whaka Pai 

 

 

Homer Climbing Meet 

Jimmy Finlayson 
 
Trip Members: Peter Young, Libby Yeoman, Kate 
Hoogoveen, Claire Cannon, Tim Bright, Sara 
George & Myself (Jimmy Finlayson). 
 
Sometime time in December a group of Southland 
climbers descended Homer. On Saturday morning 
a team of 7 started heading up towards Homer 
Saddle hopeful that the gloomy weather would turn 
into a fine day. Once we gained the saddle we 
turned off towards Moirs Mate, here many of the 
group got their first taste of Fiordland exposer 
crossing the bouldery knife blade sections of the 
ridge. 
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The team heading across the ridge towards 
Moir’s Mate (Seen top right) 

 

Libby negotiating a section of Homer ridge line. 

Once we got to the shoulder of Moir’s Mate we 
roped up to climb the North Ridge. It became a 
controlled but discombobulated arrangement of 
people & ropes spread out across the first few 
pitches. To make matters more or less amusing 
depending on your disposition; it became quite cold 
& began to sleet. After much affair, the whole group 
more or less all at the same time climbed the first 
two pitches up the side of the ridge in a cold sleeting 
breeze. 
 
At this point several members were part frozen so 
we split into two teams one racing for the warmth of 
the hut to prepare the feed and the others 
scrambling up snowy ledges to a viewless summit. 
Both groups returned to the hut early evening, 
rather wet. But everyone was treated to an 
assortment of good food, so the wet & cold was 
soon forgotten. 
 
Sunday proved to be a great day but we were all to 
spent to climb peaks. So we headed to the Chasm 
(with the exception of Sara who went off to walk the 
Hollyford). The team all did well to haul themselves 
up the normal line to the chill out ledge (grades 17& 
20). From there we setup a big swing off “Bust’a 

Goand” and sent everyone flying off into space to 
get the full Chasm experience. 
In all a great weekend out in Fiordland. 

 

 

Jimmy & Erin at the chill out ledge 

 

Peter & Tim at the chill out ledge. 
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Out in Space 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Section Climbing Wall Evenings 

YMCA climbing wall every Monday and Wednesday 
6:00 to 8:30pm. $5 for NZAC members. Shoes for 
hire. You are welcome to take your own ropes to 
lead climb. Grades range from 14 to 25. It is a great 
place to meet fellow members to arrange trips for 
the weekends. 

Please phone Peter O’Neill if interested in a fun, 
and exercising evening (03) 217 3889 
 
Stadium climbing evenings are Tuesday & Thursday 
6-8pm. $10 standard entry or $8 for alpine club 
members. 
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Pub Planning Evenings 

Every Wednesday evening following climbing at the 
YMCA a group of us head to ZOO KEEPER’S to 
share climbing banter and plan the next adventure. 
Anyone who wants to meet up to organise trips or 
just share a yarn should come along from about 
8.30 onwards. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Club Trips & Events 

Guest Speaker at Stadium Southland 
Tuesday 21th of March 
7pm 

Dassler Pinnacles, Hopkins Valley 
8th-9th April 
Medium Difficulty 
Contact: Kent Andrews, kent.andrews@firth.co.nz 

Titan Rocks, Waikaia 
6th-7th May 
Easy traveling, Full days. 
Contact: Robin McNeill, 021516366 
r.mcneill@ieee.org 

Guest Speaker at Stadium Southland 
Tuesday 16th of May 
7pm 

Banff Film Festival Invercargill 
Thursday 8th of June 

Darrans Winter Climbing Meet, Homer Hut 
14th-23rd of June 
Medium to Very Hard 
Contact: Alister Walker, 021583 320 
mealluaine@yrless.co.nz 
 
Section AGM and Section Meeting 
18th July Stadium Southland 
Matt Humphries Guest Speaker on Recent club 
trips 

Takitimu Winter Crossing  
29th-30th July  
Easy Travel, Full Days 
Contact: Robin McNeill, 021516366 
r.mcneill@ieee.org 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Weekend trips 

Anyone interested in being on an email list that 
can be used to rally people for weekend climbing, 
or mountaineering trips should contact Matt 
Humphries  
021 2060323 
mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz 
                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

The South Island Kokako Charitable Trust is 
offering a reward of NZ$5,000 for information 
leading to confirmation that the South Island 

mailto:r.mcneill@ieee.org
mailto:mealluaine@yrless.co.nz
mailto:r.mcneill@ieee.org
mailto:mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz
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kokako is still alive and we need your help to 
spread the message. 

South Island backcountry enthusiasts will no doubt 
know that the South Island kokako is an ancient bird 
once widespread in southern New Zealand forests. 
 It was listed as extinct until 2013 when its 
status was reclassified as 'data deficient' following 
credible sightings and it is likely to be the rarest bird 
on the planet. The re-classification gave the Trust 
renewed hope and energy to continue the search for 
this melodious and secretive bird and we’re asking 
for help from you and your members. 

The search is urgent. If South Island kokako still 
exist there will be very few left and they need to be 
found and conserved appropriately.  Our Trust’s aim 
is to confirm that this remarkable bird still exists.  
We need you all to be our eyes and ears. 

Any evidence provided will be considered by the 
South Island Kokako Charitable Trust and 
independent expert confirmation of the bird’s 
existence in the field will be sought before the 
reward is paid.  As evidence, the Trust would prefer 
a verifiable photograph of the bird but will consider 
other compelling evidence.   

If you hear the South Island kokako, it is so 
distinctively different, it will stop you in your tracks.  
Even so, the song of a tui has been known to come 
close.  Sound recordings have yet to provide the 
evidence we need so now we’re appealing to back 
country users to find the proof. 

The Trust is inviting you to record possible 
encounters through its website.  It has already 
received encouraging reports over the past few 
years and from these has produced a map of sites 
where South Island kokako are most likely to be 
found.  The map and further information about the 
search and the reward is available on the Trust’s 
website www.southislandkokako.org.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

DOC Discounts 

To obtain a discount on DOC huts fees you will 
need to have current NZAC card on you at time of 
purchase. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Donations 

NZAC greatly appreciate the donations they have 
received over the years. If you wish to donate to one 
of the following funds: 
 

 Access Fund 

 Club Huts Fund 

 DOW Hall Publications Fund 

 Expedition Fund 

 General Purpose Fund 
Please follow the link below or  
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-
category/donations/ 
 

Alternatively Members can also use our bank 
account 03 0502 0607822 00, or send in a cheque 
(NZ only though) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Email Addresses 

We have cut down on expenses 
by not sending snail mail 
newsletters to members with an 
email address. Please send us 
your email address and receive 
this newsletter electronically. Maps and photos will 
look better on your computer too. 
jimmyclimblots@gmail.com 
 
.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
     

Reciprocal Overseas Hut Stickers 
2016 
The 2016 overseas reciprocal huts stickers have 
arrived and are for sale online to NZAC members 
only. For details please see: 
http://alpineclub.org.nz/product/reciprocal-
overseas-hut-stickers-2016/  
NZAC MEMBERS’ ONLY PRODUCT 14 in stock 
European Alps and Pyrenees: The German(DAV), 
French (CAF), Italian (CAI), Austrian (OAeV) and 
Swiss (SAC) Alpine Clubs and the Spanish 
Mountaineering Federation (FEDME) have a 
reciprocity agreement amongst themselves. 
This can be extended to other clubs and NZAC 
members are now able to purchase an annual hut 
ticket for NZ$85 that will give them member rates 
in huts managed by the above clubs. 
Stickers are valid for the calendar year in which 
they are issued and may be purchased here only 
by active NZAC members for placement on their 
membership card. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 
Thanks to Cactus for its annual donation to the 
NZAC Expedition Fund.  
A reminder that members, receive a 10% discount 
(excluding discounted and promotional items) at 
Cactus – in-store (using your NZAC membership 

http://www.southislandkokako.org/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-category/donations/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product-category/donations/
mailto:jimmyclimblots@gmail.com
http://alpineclub.org.nz/product/reciprocal-overseas-hut-stickers-2016/
http://alpineclub.org.nz/product/reciprocal-overseas-hut-stickers-2016/
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card) at 90 Fitzgerald Ave, Christchurch. Members 
can apply online to become pro-team members for 
online discounts.  Cactus also donate a percentage 
of sales profit to NZAC for the club's Expedition 
Fund. We thank them for this ongoing extra support. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

A grateful thanks to 
Richard and the team at 
Splitn2 for their annual 
donation to the NZAC 
Club Hut Fund. We value 

their ongoing support. 
Splitn2.com give members a 10% discount online 
and donate 1% of the purchase price of any product 
to the Club Hut Fund. Members require a code to 
apply the discount online. 
http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

Member online discount codes 
A ‘Members Only’ webpage has been created 
where NZAC members can now obtain all the 
discount codes we are supplied for online discounts. 
The webpage is linked to the member benefits page 
(under the Club, Membership headers). 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
 

 
Southland Section of the  
New Zealand Alpine Club 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman: Peter O’Neill Ph (03) 217 3889 
Peter4donna@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary: Ron McLeod Ph (03) 217 6727 
Treasurer: Claudia Schneider (03) 213 0348 or 027 228 7109 

claudia.sh@sdhb.govt.nz 
Newsletter Editor: Jimmy Finlayson  Ph (027) 463 2597 

jimmyclimblots@gmail.com 
Section Rep: Matt Humphries Ph (021) 2060323 

mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz 
   
Find a climbing partner: Matt Humphries Ph (021) 2060323 

mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz  
 Stan Mulvany Ph (03) 215 7263 

eiger@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

http://alpineclub.org.nz/benefits-of-membership

