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Submissions on the Draft Management 

Plans for Aoraki/Mount Cook and 

Westland/Tai Poutini National Parks 

By Stanley Mulvany 

We have until 8th November to make submissions to 

DOC on the draft management plans for Aoraki/Mt 

Cook and Westland/Tai Poutini National Parks. There 

are some important proposals that will affect alpine 

club members and I strongly advise that individual 

club members make submissions now so your voice 

can be heard. I've submitted mine recently after 

reading through the lengthy proposals. The draft plans 

are on the DOC website.  

 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-

say/all-consultations/2018/draft-aorakimount-cook-

national-park-management-plan/ 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-

say/all-consultations/2018/draft-westland-tai-poutini-

national-park-management-plan/ 

 

The main issues that caught my eye for Aoraki/Mt 

Cook NP were how tourists would be managed, 

Unwin Lodge to be available to non-club members  

 

when not in use and extra landing sites on Pudding 

Rock, Liebig and Onslow Huts.  

This is what I submitted; 

“In my lifetime, I’ve seen dramatic changes in the 

landform in Aoraki due to the effects of global 

warming – 24% loss of glacial ice, formation of 

terminal lakes and erosion on an unprecedented scale. 

Sadly, the future looks bleak after the latest report 

from the IPCC and the UN two days ago. Obviously 

DOC cannot do anything about these global issues but 

there are a few issues, which must be addressed in the 

draft that I would like to mention.  

I am very concerned about the huge number of 

overseas visitors that enter the park. In recent years, I 

feel over-whelmed by these numbers when I visit. The 

overcrowding at White Hill car park is unbelievable. 

This has to change. No where in the draft is this 

discussed apart from a “Park and Ride” proposal for 

day visitors. I believe ultimately that the numbers of 

overseas tourists have to be restricted. Already there is 

conflict between Kiwis and the deluge of overseas 

visitors usurping their special places. You probably 

don’t want to hear this but it’s a fact that I’ve observed. 

The concept of over-flow campgrounds is a short- 

term fix but will ultimately prove unsuccessful.  

Unwin Hut is an NZAC private lodge. It is not a public 

hut and is only available for club members or non-

Homer Hut Working Bee 

On the weekends of the 3/4th November and the 10/11th November there will be a working bee at Homer 

hut to clean and polyurethane the common room walls, ceiling, windows and shelves.  Weather permitting 

we are also hoping to paint the outside of the hut.  Volunteers will be provided with breakfast on Saturday 

and Sunday, and dinner on Saturday night.  In addition, for your assistance each volunteer will receive 4 hut 

passes per weekend.  If you’re interested, please call Ron on 027 635 6193. 

 

 

Queenstown Climbing Weekend 
 

On the weekend of the 24-25th November the Southland Section will be running the Queenstown Rock 

Climbing Meet up weekend.  The event is suitable for all ages and abilities.  Potential climbing locations 

include Kingston, Wye Creek, Gorge Road and Arawata Terraces.  For more details please contact Sarah 

O’Neil at sarahrosie@windowslive.com.   

https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/draft-aorakimount-cook-national-park-management-plan/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/draft-aorakimount-cook-national-park-management-plan/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/draft-aorakimount-cook-national-park-management-plan/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/draft-westland-tai-poutini-national-park-management-plan/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/draft-westland-tai-poutini-national-park-management-plan/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/have-your-say/all-consultations/2018/draft-westland-tai-poutini-national-park-management-plan/
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members at the discretion of the club. “Mass Tourism” 

is not our problem. 

There is a lot of discussion in the draft about 

“Tranquility Zones”. That’s fantastic and something I 

firmly believe in. But then it proposes new landing 

zones at Liebig and Onslow Huts and on Pudding 

Rock to make it easier for people to assess these areas. 

I object to this on the grounds of noise pollution, 

degrading the present Tranquility Zone and altering 

the spiritual values of Aroarokaehe and Pae Tata. I’ve 

been to all these places so can testify to their special 

status.“ 

For Tai Poutini/Westland NP the big one was the 

proposed Gondola in the Franz Josef Glacier Valley, 

which will not only be an eyesore but also ensure the 

alpine huts up on the neves are full of tourists. In my 

submission I wrote  

“I appreciate the kaitiakitanga or guardianship of Kati 

Mahaki, mana whenua of the lands and water of this 

mystical place. This is as it should be – first and 

foremost the protection of native lands, fauna and flora 

and cultural heritage. This is reinforced too by 

Westland/Tai Poutini being part of the Te 

Wahipounamu Southwest World Heritage Area status 

and other international obligations. 

An amenities area has been proposed for the Franz 

Josef Glacier Valley as part of a Gondola development 

that would run up to near the Almer Hut. This would 

involve considerable infrastructure, provisions for 

access and ongoing maintenance. The argument for 

this is to provide easy access for tourists to enjoy our 

shrinking glaciers.  

I think this is a very poorly thought out proposal. For 

instance, it will have a devastating effect on the 

integrity of the Westland/Tai Poutini NP and abrogate 

the intrinsic value of the mana whenua. It will create a 

visual eyesore and reduce the area to a Disneyland 

experience for short stay tourists. I think this would be 

a betrayal of kaitiaktanga, a sellout to developers who 

have little regard for the mystical and intrinsic value 

of our taonga. Not only this, but once the developers 

get their way, they will inevitably want to ruin other 

valleys with similar proposals. 

If tourists want to use gondolas, there are plenty of 

them in the European Alps the Rocky Mountains and 

China. We don’t have to destroy of mountains for their 

sake or sell our soul for greed.” 

 

This might sound a harsh assessment but I believe it’s 

a true one. If you want to save the integrity our 

national parks it’s up to everyone one of us to make 

your voice heard now.  

 

Symmetry Peaks Club Trip 

By Matt Humphries 

 

 

I was full of excitement as I packed my bags for the 

Symmetry peaks trip as I knew I had a few gullible and 

potentially Naive newbies who had been lured in with 

false promises of beautiful sunny days and glorious 

ridge line hiking. 

We all met at fairlight station and after our safety 

briefing drove down to our car park.  The snow line 

was low (600mtrs) and the sun bright as we made our 

way up the ridge high above the TL of Firewood creek. 

Sun Tan lotion was quickly dispensed as my prophecy 

of the weather came true. The ridge was easy and 

beautiful with frozen lakes and glistening peaks on all 

sides and we soon made the junction with the main 

ridge. This was easy to follow for a few kms before we 

got put in a gut with a vertical gendarme in front and 

we left the ridge to drop steeply into the basin below. 

We sidled across the head of a couple basins before 

reaching a flat plateau just below the highest of the 

Symmetry Peaks.  
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This was our intended camp for the night and it was 

such a beautiful night if not cold that people were 

totally unawares of the real fun that was about to 

begin. The wind started to lift about 10pm and by 

midnight it started to feel like we weren’t in Kansas 

anymore. It was even commented that this was some 

grade 3 fun. (For those that don’t know grade 3 fun is 

the best type of fun.) Early morning saw us surveying 

the damage in what was once again a perfectly still 

morning and the decision was made to get people 

down and a hot meal into them. This trip certainly gave 

people some lasting memories and the excitement a 

Southland Section club trip can offer.  The Symmetry 

peaks are a beautiful region of Southland that are 

neglected by most climbers and would certainly be 

somewhere worth exploring for those seeking a 

remote but very accessible adventure. 

 

 

School Climbing Competition 

By Sarah O’Neil 

 

The 2018 Southland Schools Climbing Competition 

was held on the 8th September at the YMCA indoor 

climbing gym. It proved to be a popular event, with 

over 40 individuals competing from schools across 

Southland. The aim of the competition is to encourage 

young athletes into climbing, promote healthy 

competition and provide a venue for young climbers 

to meet and connect. 

Entrants had the choice of an easy or hard route on 

each rope and were awarded points for completing 

sections of each route “clean”. Climbers earned points 

for their team, but were also ranked individually, able 

to keep track of their ranking throughout the day 

online. 

Zac Pearson of Fiordland college won the senior boys 

individual category, with his brother Josh a close 

second. Abby Sim from Central Southland College 

won the senior girls category. The junior boys title was 

taken out by James Faulkner, and junior girls by Isobel 

Law. 

Fiordland College claimed two of the group titles – 

with both the senior and junior boys teams placing 

first. Central Southland equaled them with a first in 

both the senior mixed and senior girls categories. First 

place in the junior girls category went to the Northern 

Southland team. 

Thanks to all the hard work and organizing from Peter 

O’Neill and Aran Jagoutz, and to all the volunteers for 

sacrificing their necks, spending the day looking up, 

supervising and marking every climb.  

 
 

 

 

Club Ski Weekend 
 

By Ron McLeod 

 

Four of us, David Reece, Christine Liang, Paula 

McFarlane and me headed for the crib at Kingston on 

Friday 17th August. Early start and off to Cardrona for 

a great days skiing on good snow.  A stop at the 

supermarket for supplies for a wonderful feed for the 

princely sum of $11 per head. Paul Laurie joined us on 

Saturday evening and enjoyed the temporary hot 

tub…the others too tired to partake!!  

 

Up early again and this time to the Remarkables, great 

snow again, with Paula going touring and Paul 

checking out some climbs. After a quick clean up at 

the crib it was a tired bunch that headed home, helped 

by a bag of pineapple junks to keep me awake!! 
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SSNZAC conservation trip to Homer 12-

15 October.  
 

By Stanley Mulvany 

 

I was at Homer for 3 days checking the alpine club's 

trap lines and wardening. I had 11 helpers - the biggest 

field team ever as it coincided with the Southland 

Tramping Club visit. Anyway, it was a heap of fun and 

we got all the valleys including the Upper Hollyford, 

Gertrude and Bowen done in 2 days. Our tally was 3 

stoats, 9 rats, 1 possum, at least 5 mice and 16 

unidentified kills recorded in 4 strike counters. We 

lost 1 trap in a massive avalanche off Macpherson. 

 

 

 

A big thanks to the "Magnificent Five" of the STC - 

Anne, Annabel, Elizabeth, Judy and Shirley. Thanks 

too to Troy and classmates, Sabrina and Annibo from 

Germany. Thanks to Matt and Jo Steven - new 

members of the SSNZAC. And lastly, thanks to 

Alastair Macdonald, my stalwart assistant for the last 

few years. 

 

 

We did a spot-light, walk-through the Gertrude Valley 

at 1.00 am yesterday and counted 8 possums in 1 km. 

Then yesterday morning we walked the bush line from 

the Upper Hollyford around the base of Mt Talbot into 

the Gertrude Valley. We noted extensive possum 

damage in the subalpine shrubs and possums tracks. 

Below are some photos of these.  
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I'd like to put new trap line around the bush line along 

the track of our walk yesterday. The main target would 

be possums but if I got enough funds, I'd add DOC 200 

traps  

So this is a plan: 

Plan A: Place 10 Trapinator possum traps in a line 

from the radio transmitter just below the Chapel 

around the bush line to the second open flat in the 

Gertrude Valley. These are placed on trees. 

Plan B: Add 10 DOC 200 Stainless Steel traps in H3 

or H4 boxes (with SS plates, not wire) along the same 

line.  

If any members would like to contribute financially to 

our Conservation Initiative they could make a 

donation to our section or contact me on 

stanleymulvany@gmail.com, or cp 0210422640 

 

Farm Access to Conservation Areas 

By Matt Humphries 

Access to many of Southlands Conservation Areas 

require trampers to cross private farmland.  Apart from 

being the polite thing to do, we are legally required to 

ask landholder permission prior to crossing their farm.  

It is common for farmers to not grant access during 

spring for lambing, as spooked ewes can abandon their 

newborn lambs.  Other reasons can include tree 

felling, blasting or other workplace hazards.  

However, if asked permission, many farmers are 

happy for trampers to use their land to gain access to 

conservation areas.   

Some of the local Stations you may wish to contact 

before heading out are; 

 Mt Nicholas Station. East of Mavora Lakes.  

Permission needed if accessing anything 

north of Upper Oreti Bridge (eg Jane Peak, 

Hummock Peak)  Ph 03 441 4422 

 Pleasant Valley Station. Ring for access into 

the Upper Aparima and anything other than 

the DOC tracks in that area.  Ph 03 248 6133 

 Waterloo Station. Permission to access the 

Waterloo valley and Becketts Hut in the 

Takitimu mountains. Ph 03 248 6145 

For more information related to walking access visit; 

http://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz/walkways-and-

access/frequently-asked-questions/access-for-

landholders/ 
 

Backcountry Skiing – A Beginners 

Perspective 

By Erin Noonan 

After going out backcountry skiing twice last year, I 

was keen to give this new found interest another go.  

Though a few things stood in the way of getting out 

and about.  First and foremost was the expense of the 

gear.  New gear would set me back two to three 

thousand dollars, and I wasn’t sure I’d enjoy it enough 

to fork out that kind of cash.  Luckily I stumbled across 

two Facebook groups, the Queenstown Ski Touring 

group and the Wanaka Ski Touring group.  If you’re 

looking for cheap secondhand ski touring gear, I 

reckon these are the groups to look on.  After a bit of 

trial and error, especially finding the right boot size, I 

had a pretty cheap set of touring gear – boots, skis, 

skins and poles.  Next was the avalanche safety gear.  

As I could hire this from the club for $20/weekend, it 

made sense to do that until I could justify the expense 

of purchasing the avalanche gear too.     

 

mailto:stanleymulvany@gmail.com


Next step was finding good ski terrain for my very 

average skiing ability.  The best place for beginner 

backcountry skiers would have to be the Pisa 

Range. The ability to put skis on at the car and not 

have to carry them anywhere would have to be an 

absolute draw card to this region.  Although this 

is a popular spot for ski tourers and kite skiers, the 

many valleys in the area mean that you can ski all 

day and not see another person.  If you’re after a 

solid weekend of touring, an easy 8km skin into 

the Kirtle Burn hut provides a great spot to 

overnight in the Pisa range.  Another option is to 

head up between Mt Sale and Crown Peak to Erik 

Bradshaws hut.  Erik owns this hut but is keen for 

people to use it.  In return he asks for a $20 per 

person donation to the Wilding Pine Control 

program.  The hut has four bunks and an amazing 

view down towards Queenstown.  Both Mt Sale 

and Crown Peak are achievable ski locations to 

someone who can ski an on piste green run.  There 

is also more difficult terrain in the region for those 

after more of a challenge.    

 

 

 

The third challenge to getting out on my skis was finding like-

minded ski tourers.  Organising a ski touring meet up at The 

Zoo in Invercargill was a good starting point.  Another way to 

meet people would be to post on the Southland Section 

Facebook page, or on either of the two ski touring Facebook 

groups listed above.   

Starting any new interest can be difficult, but is often well 

worth the effort.   

Mountain-packraftineering in Greenland  

By Stanley Mulvany 

This is the story of a mountain-packraftineering trip that Bruce Farmer and I recently completed in Southwest 

Greenland. We used packrafts to cross many fjords and climbed across mountain ranges on a great journey from 

the region of Prins Christian Sund to Narsarsuaq. I acknowledge the preliminary research of Willem Vandoorne 

who completed this route in 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

On 11th July we flew from Copenhagen to Kangerlussuaq and next day on to Nuuk, Narsarsuaq and Nanortalik.  

In Nanortalik we were met by my friend Niels Jepsen and stayed in his cottage by the sea. Next day we got a 

boat transfer to Tasiusaq, a village half way up Tasermiut Fjord. From there we made our way to Qeqertea island 

on Tasersuaq Lake where we camped. 



We had a comfortable night and woke up at 5.00 am to a windless, glassy-still lake and some high altostratus 

cloud. We got ourselves organised and set off for a 2-hour paddle to Qingeq Kujalleg Valley. This valley system 

leads over a 418m pass to Kangerluk Fjord close to Prins Christian Sund. That evening we camped under a huge 

over-hanging rock by the moraine wall on the other side of the pass. It was a delightful location, complemented by 

the resplendent, pink flowers of Moss Campion and the white ice of the nearby glacier. 

 

  
 

Next day, under altostratus cloud, we walked down the valley flats towards Kangerluk Fjord.  Our descent was easy 

to a rocky shore that we boulder-hopped to a beach below peak 969m. There was a sandy beach protected on the 

south by large boulders – an ideal sheltered campsite. 

 

Next day we climbed peak 969m.  The view that opened up was breath-taking of all the surrounding fjords 

including the arrow- straight 70 km long Prins Christian Sund. There was an immensity of silence as though the 

heavens themselves were holding their breath. In silence, we stared in awe at the wild, ineffable power of nature, 

feeling empowered by the surrounding energies, in a state of transcendence.  

 

  
 

After lunch, in better weather, we set off for the Issortusut Valley and climbed up this to a small lake at 300m 

where we camped. This was partly frozen and Archadian in grandeur.   

 

The following day we reached a col and we saw below us the astonishing sight of a huge frozen lake with striations 

on its glassy surface leading down a rocky valley to Aappilattup Avanna Fjord. We descended this to the fjord and 

crossed to Stordalens Havn. 
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I was concerned about sea fog and wind in the fjord and thought it might be best to camp but there did not appear 

to be any good places when we reached the shore. Then we decided it might be prudent to cross while conditions 

were plausible. We did the 1.5 km open crossing that evening. 

 

It rained next morning but towards evening it eased off so we decided to make a move and cover some of the 

ground to Tasiusaq. We broke camp in light drizzle and set off up the valley. We tramped for 4 difficult hours in 

cold, wet, misty conditions, crossing swollen glacial rivers, often having to climb up into the headwaters to find 

crossable braids. Even then it was touch and go as we struggled across thigh-deep, fast, milky-white rivers and 

scrambled across slippery moraine fields of large mossy, rocks. 

The next day we reached Tasiusaq before closing time and carried on to the Kuussuaq River and portaged over to 

the Tasermiut side to camp. Bruce caught an Arctic Char for dinner. 

The following day, we paddled to Klosterdalen . It was about a 25 km paddle that we covered in 8 hours. There is a 

big river spilling into the fjord here and we landed on a small beach on the TR of this and carried our gear up a 

steep bank to camp on a nice level area near the monastery ruins. Klosterdalen was the site of a Norse monastery 

for monks of the  Augustinian order, a millennium ago. The day was splendid and we lazed around in the sun 

marvelling at the stupendous 2000m wall of Ketil rising above us. We met 2 lovely Belgian people Frank and Heidi 

who had been hiking in the area. 

We arose to a cold, clear morning and quickly had breakfast and packed up. The 2 Belgians were still in their tent 

but appeared down at the beach just as we were preparing to launch. After some group photos, we paddled off. It 

was a 10 km paddle to the valley, which took us a few hours. Ahead the Sermeq Icefall filled the head of the fjord. 

 

In the afternoon, we set off up the valley following an easy open bank on the TL to camp on the side of a hill just 

before a lake filling the head of the valley. After setting up camp, I checked the InReach forecast and it still looked 

promising. 

 

We got away at 7.00 am and cresting the hill, reached a large lake and descended the Ippatit Kuua Valley mostly 

following the riverbed. Cloud was now filling the sky and the wind rising. Nearing the Sondre Sermilik, katabatic 

winds, with unfettered fury, had turned the sea into a mass of whitecaps and lashed the slopes of the valley with 

abandoned restraint. It was drizzling and the storm was worrying, to say the least. 

 

The plan was to get up at 2.00 am and if the conditions were good to start right away. Next morning we packed up 

in the dark and walked down to the shore of a placid Sondre Sermilik.  It's a 10 km crossing to the Kugssuatsiaq 

Valley. We paddle along the right-hand shore past Alakarigsuq Mountain and then paddled straight across to the 

other side. Further up the fjord, we had good views of the tidewater glacier off the Icecap 
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The Kugssuatsiaq valley was easy initially as we followed close to the river, scrambling up large slabs, which led 

to a rocky flat valley floor with a river coursing down the middle.  After a few hundred metres we struck lateral 

moraines and then we had a few hours of difficult boulder hopping up to the 650m level high above the creek in the 

valley below us, where we reached a sort of flat floodplain, partially covered in snow banks.  Then the valley bent 

around to the right through moraine fields to a glacier. We reached a col and then a second one at about 1200m. A 

steep snow descent took us down and we managed to find a tiny flat site next to a lake.  

 

We dropped from our lake into the head of the Isortup Qorup Valley and walked down the open flats.  It was 

another fine day, blue sky, warm and stunning mountains all around. Apart from the murmur of the river coursing 

down the flats, there was the caw, caw of some ravens flying along the cliffs above us. We came in sight of hill 

440m marked on our map. We were now cruising down an open upland and reached a rocky plain with some tarns 

so I called it a day here. 

The 27th was to be a day of grief. Just as we were preparing to leave a mist rolled in obscuring everything. We 

descended from the sunshine into a quelling miasma of dankness, bitter cold and uncertainty. We reached the 

Sioragdlip Qorua River.  There was an air of oppression that obscured the surroundings as if something was 

exerting a malign influence upon us. The river then entered a series of impenetrable gorges… 

 

Later that day we reached the Isortup Qorup river again and entered another canyon.  We forced our way through 

shoulder height birch scrub along a terrace high above a gorge with a huge glacial river rushing with unfettered 

haste to the Sioralik Fjord. Now the sky darkened and rain was coming. We crossed a narrow ledge butting up 

against a cliff with a stupendous drop to the raging river far below. We eventually retreated to camp on a small flat 

before the gorge. 
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Club Gear for Hire 
 

Mountaineering Gear Available 

 

4 sets of crampons (strap on bindings), walking ice 

axe, avalanche transceiver, shovel and probe.   

Hire at $20/weekend 

 

Traditional Climbing Gear Available  

2 sets of 6x cams plus nuts.   

Hire at $10/weekend or $20/week 

Personal Locator Beacon.   

Hire at $10/weekend      

*Gear hire is only available to club members, 
or those attending a club trip 

 

 

 

Up Coming Events 
 

Queenstown Climbing Weekend 

When: 24 – 25th November 

Description: Climbing for all ages and abilities at some of 

Queenstowns finest climbing locations.  Climbing 

locations may include Wye Creek, Gorge Road and 

Arawata Terraces. 

Contact: Sarah O’Neil 

Email:sarahrosie@windowslive.com 

 

Matt Humphries is looking for club trip ideas for next 

year.  Currently the club plans to run four summit trips, at 

least two tramping trips, one packrafting trip, a ski touring 

trip and some rock climbing meets. We are also open to 

other outdoor activities.   If you have any ideas or would 

like to help run these trips please email Matt at 

mattandlucie@xtra.co.nz 
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