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Section News 
 

 

August Section Night 

Our August section night (this Wednesday 30 August) sees Peter Laurenson presenting the 

results of the Wellington section photo competition. Come along and learn a bit about 

photography as Peter takes us through the entries to the competition and see who our winners 

are. We have some great prizes to dish out to those who are successful. See you upstairs at the 

Third Eye Tuatara Brewery from 6pm! 

 

September Section Night 

Following on from our annual photo competition Peter Laurenson has put together a 

presentation where we can learn more about photography – taking us from using auto and pre-

programmed settings when taking photos to taking the next step up to take awesome outdoor-

related photographs. Peter will also answer photography related questions so come along to 

learn and enjoy yourself at this informative evening. 
 

 

Notes from the editor 

With the general election looming I thought I’d include a link to a brilliant cartoon by the 

talented Toby Morris over at thewireless.co.nz : http://thewireless.co.nz/articles/the-pencilsword-

elimination 

 

Don’t forget I am always keen to receive content for this newsletter from our members. Flick me 

through an email prior to the last weekend in the month and I’ll include your stories, photos, 

articles in Vertigo. 

 

Cheers 

Carolyn 

Kaz1963@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 

Please don’t forget the koha for section night – there’ll be an ice bucket at the entry door 

for that purpose. ☺

http://thewireless.co.nz/articles/the-pencilsword-elimination
http://thewireless.co.nz/articles/the-pencilsword-elimination
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Chairs Report August 2017 
 
 

The snow craft courses are over for another year and, sadly, it looks like the snow might be as 

well. Although the snowpack could have been deeper and harder there was enough for all the 

courses to be delivered. A big thanks to the unsung heroes of the section - our volunteer 

instructors. Without them we would not be able to run such quality courses at such a low cost. 

A special thanks to Nish working behind the scenes, even while he was away overseas, for 

managing all the registrations, last minute changes and cancellations, lodge bookings etc in 

his spare time not to mention taking care of William. There is a lot of effort, all voluntary, that 

goes into setting up and managing our courses which tends to go unseen (to those of you 

who sent notes of appreciation - much appreciated!). Another awesome job. Thanks. Also, a 

big thanks to Manawatu Tramping and Skiing Club who are great hosts and have one of the 

best drying rooms on the mountain. 

 

Interestingly, quite a few participants thought we should increase the course cost. So long as 

we are able to break even, we have no plans to do this. Our objective for running the courses 

is to have more people enjoying the mountains safely. For some reason, this year we had an 

exceptionally high number of members registering from outside Wellington. Consequently, 

and apart from the muppets that couldn’t tell the difference between Wellington and Central 

North Island, the out of towners missed the theory and prep session on the Thursday nights. 

This resulted in a significant amount of extra work for the course coordinator and others as 

well as creating safety management issues. As such, in the future we are unlikely to accept 

applications from people that are unable to attend the full course (the full course includes the 

Thursday night theory session as well as the weekend on the mountain). Other feedback we 

received was that the courses should be longer and include the Friday. We agree. However, 

this would mean the instructors would have to take more time off work over the season which 

might not be so easy. Nevertheless, we could meet earlier than 9pm which would mean 

getting to the lodge earlier on Friday night which would help reduce fatigue. This would be in 

line with the coroner's recommendations that arriving late and then having early starts with 

big days is a safety risk. It would also give us more time to cover content. Anyone got a view 

on this? 

 

If you have any comments on what you like or don’t like send an email to 

wellington@alpineclub.org.nz or tweet us @NZACWellington.  

 

Finally: “You have to go through the falling down in order to learn to walk. It helps to know 

that you can survive it. That's an education in itself.” Carol Burnett 
 

 

Simon 

Chair: NZAC Wellington
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For quick access to the section’s page on the NZAC website, scan the below QR code. 

 

 

Gear Hire 
 
 

Don’t forget the section has gear for hire : avalanche transceivers, ice axes, shovels, stakes, 

hammers, helmets, crampons, probes, PLBs, ice hammers (entry level). If you’re keen to hire some 

gear please fill in the form here. Each item costs $5 per week with the exception of PLBs – PLBs 

are free but require a deposit of $50 refundable on its return.  
 

 

A little bit of advance notice would be appreciated as gear often needs to be retrieved from the 

gear store in Lower Hutt. Gear collections and drop-offs are usually available in the city during 

the working day or at section night. 
 

Accommodation on Mt Ruapehu  
 

Our snowcraft courses for the past few years have been run out of the Manawatu Tramping and 

Skiing Club lodge on Whakapapa. We’re always made to feel welcome and the lodge is well 

situated a short walk from the top of the Bruce Road. Membership to the club is extremely 

reasonable - $35 per year or $50 for a family membership. Members stay at the lodge for $36 a 

night including food. If you’re looking for somewhere to base yourself for your winter pursuits or 

rock-climbing over the summer months go to http://www.mtsc.org.nz/joining.php to find out 

more about joining the club. 
 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgTcjl1pnIUU7bJOfZuNo8Y2T8hBSqIJznIgOCIZ5SL18axQ/viewform
http://www.mtsc.org.nz/joining.php
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Upcoming Trips, Courses and Events 
 

 

Wellington Section Trips, Courses and Events 

All our planned South Island trips come with the added bonus that rental vehicle costs for 

Wellington Section members are covered by the section. If you’re uncertain about the skill 

level required with any of the trips, would like to register your interest or know more email 

us on  wellington@alpineclub.org.nz. 
 

 

Also, please contact us if you’re keen to run a trip yourself – the committee can help with 

advertising / logistics. 
 

 

When? Where? 

27 September September section night at the Third Eye – lessons in 

outdoor photography 

 6-8 October North Island Ski Touring Meet, Tukino 

Labour Weekend – 21-23 

October 

Paynes Ford rock-climbing – led by Eric Duggan 

Mt Travers (Nelson Lakes) – led by Simon Williamson 

November Aspiring Take 2 

mailto:wellington@alpineclub.org.nz
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North Island Ski Touring Meet 
 

The North Island ski touring meet will take place at Tukino Ski Field, Mt Ruapehu on the 

weekend of 6-8 October 2017. Further details will be made available on the national website  

here and on Facebook. 

 

Outdoor Training NZ Courses 
 

OTNZ Wellington are running training courses as follows: 

• Outdoor First Aid (16-17 September) - this 2 day course is essential for anyone who 

heads out into the bush or works in remote areas. It will cover basic first aid as well 

as emergency management of a first aid situation. NZQA standards 6400, 6401, 

6402 will be covered on the course. Participants must be physically fit and complete 

a pre-course assignment. For those who just need to revalidate their ODFA 

qualification, you only need to attend the 2nd day of the course. Run in conjunction 

with Triple 1 Care. 

• Intermediate Bushcraft (16-17 September) – includes night travel, environmental 

care, food and cooking, map reading & route planning, off-track navigation & 

leadership, route finding, compass use, leadership, survival & shelters.  

• Advanced Bushcraft (22-24 September) – includes night travel, environmental care, 

food and cooking, compass use, route finding, map reading & route planning, 

practical advanced off-track navigation, survival and shelters, leadership. 

• Navigation (6 and 11 November) – in depth course to teach skills and knowledge to 

enable safe navigation both in the bush and above the bushline. 

• River Safety (3 December) – course covers understanding river dynamics and 

hazards, how to evaluate sites for safe crossing, methods of crossing, preparing 

clothing and equipment for a crossing, managing a group crossing, pack floating and 

how to self-rescue if swept away. 
 

 

More information on these courses and how to book your place can be found on 

http://www.outdoortraining.nz/courses/courses.php.

https://alpineclub.org.nz/single-event/?event_id=2522766
http://www.outdoortraining.nz/courses/courses.php
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Trips 
 

Patience is a virtue 
Words and photographs Peter Laurenson 

 

They came, one after another, with barely a day of settled weather between them. Endless 

fronts surging across the Tasman. And they still come. Freezing then unseasonably warmer 

temperatures alternating. Gale force winds. Complex snow conditions with no consolidated 

base and avalanche risk seesawing between low and extreme, also on a daily basis. What the! 

 

Steve, my climbing buddy until he shifted across the ditch a few years back to the warm end of 

this weather madness, was back in town. He’d put aside a two week stretch to climb and do 

family stuff. Our objective was Mount Rolleston, a climb we aborted near the bottom of the 

Otira Slide the year before due to knee and waste deep powder and extreme avalanche risk. 

Surely we’d get a decent day somewhere in fourteen. We watched the Metservice and 

Mountain Safety websites with growing dismay. Graeme Kates, our local mountaineering expert 

based at Arthurs Pass, reported the worst climbing conditions he’d endured in 23 years. The 

days rolled by with the fronts. Not a sausage! 
 

 
Plenty of weather about – Ruapehu from Waiouru 

 

The trouble was that even applying a flexible attitude to our climbing objective drew a blank – 

everywhere was much the same. With just a few days left our mountaineering aspirations fell 

away and we went tramping. Steve had never summited Mount Matthews in the 

Orongorongos. We, and my youngest son Will, made it in actually quite pleasant conditions. I 

enjoyed a chocolate éclair on the 970 metre top while also enjoying a much better view than I’d 

had eleven years earlier. The trees on the summit have been chopped back so you can see 

much more of the surrounding landscape these days. 

 

What’s this? A glimmer of semi clear weather over Tongariro National Park the day before 

Steve’s departure. And the avo risk had dropped to low under 2,000 metres. We’d never played 

around in the terrain around the North Crater beyond Tongariro. And a circuit around the Blue 

Lake, up over Rotopaunga (1,856m) and along the ridge to the Emerald Lakes looked like fun. 

The forecast hinted of some clearings during the day so we could enjoy the fabulous scenery 

up there.  

 

Setting off for Mangatepopo Hut we didn’t bother taking rope or harnesses, but at least we’d 

get some cramponing in. Not surprisingly, a winter Monday night was quiet at the hut, just two 

others in the opposite bunk room. It sleeted and snowed much of the night and dawn revealed 

a universal dusting of powder. At least the wind had dropped. 
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We dropped down from the hut, crossed 

the Mangatepopo Stream and began 

our snow plug up the ridge toward the 

summit of Tongariro 800 vertical metres 

above. Until about 1,700m there was no 

consolidated base to the snow and 

visibility was poor in the micro droplet 

saturated cloud. There were also 

constant snow flurries. Arduous going. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was reminded just how much more intimidating these conditions make the terrain feel, 

compared to a lovely bluebird day. What looks on the map to be very straight forward, required 

the use of a compass in the poor viz. What would normally take under three hours took us four, 

but we eventually reached the summit ridge – which is a section of the South Crater rim. Up 

there the rime looked beautiful, partly draped in drifts of fresh powder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Across Mangatepopo Stream with the hut behind 

Approaching the summit ridge of Tongariro at about 1,940m 
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The wind had increased to about 40km on top and that clearance we’d hoped for was nowhere 

to be seen. As the spindrift stung our faces 

we agreed that there was no point in 

delaying our descent for some sightseeing 

up there. So off we trudged around the 

poled route tracing the crater rim back to the 

cattle route of the Tongariro Crossing. I 

bashed the rime off each of the poles as I 

went so that the next party up would find it 

easier. It was also something to do because 

there wasn’t much to look at. 

 

 

 

At the Red Crater we could see the DOC sign but not the crater. After a bite to eat we began 

our descent along the cattle route and it wasn’t long before we met the first of three guided 

groups. In the hostile, icy conditions around the Red Crater we were very surprised to meet 

lines of nine or so tourists with just a guide at front and rear. No one wore crampons and only 

the guides had axes.  

 

Back down at Mangatepopo Hut we grabbed our sleeping bags and other bits and bobs and 

headed on down to the car park. Our patience over the two weeks had not been rewarded with 

anything special mountaineering-wise, but it was still nice to get the crampons out, do a bit of 

low viz navigating and to just be in a raw alpine environment. Leaving the carpark I discovered 

that Steve had never stayed at the Chateau – that grand old alpine retreat of a bygone era, just 

down the road. Rude not to really - our virtuous reward. 

 

For more: http://www.occasionalclimber.co.nz/browse-images-2/new-zealand-north-island/tongariro-and-ngauruhoe-browse/tongariro-august-2017/     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Near Tongariro’s summit (1,978m) 
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Notices 
 

NZAC National Photographic Competition 
 

The annual NZAC Photographic Competition is open for entries! Closing date is 4 September. The 

competition is open to all NZAC members. The Youth category, is also open to non-members. A 

selection of the winning images will be published in the spring issue of The Climber, and feature in 

the annual NZAC Photographic Competition calendar. Here’s the link to enter the competition : 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/photo-competition/ 
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 NZAC Volunteer of the Year Award 

Nominations are open for the 2017 NZAC Volunteer of the Year Award – nominations must be 

received by Monday 3 October 2017. Individuals and Sections can nominate an NZAC volunteer 

that they think have done great work over the last year. Please contact your section committee 

with members you would like them to nominate and complete the nomination form. The VOTY 

is announced at the NZAC AGM and Veteran Member, Edgar Glass' (1930-2008) ice-axe is 

presented as part of the special award. https://alpineclub.org.nz/volunteer-of-the-year-award/ 

 

 Youth Ski Mountaineering Scholarship 

Young alpinists looking to embark on a ski mountaineering expedition- apply now for 

the Splitfest Backcountry Festival Youth Ski Mountaineering Scholarship - Sponsored by NZAC. 

Applications close 30 September 2017 http://www.splitfest.co.nz/p/ski-mountaineering-

s.html?m=1   

https://alpineclub.org.nz/volunteer-of-the-year-award/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/363002097184332/?fref=mentions
http://www.splitfest.co.nz/p/ski-mountaineering-s.html?m=1
http://www.splitfest.co.nz/p/ski-mountaineering-s.html?m=1
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Wellington Section 2017 contacts list 
 

 

We are always thankful for volunteers and members stepping forward to help the section run 

smoothly. If you’d like to learn more about how you could get involved, please email us at 

wellington@alpineclub.org.nz 
 

Position Name Contact 

Chairperson Simon Williamson 021 054 7684 

Co Chair Eric Duggan 021 350 161 

Treasurer (Acting) Peter Laurenson  

Secretary & Vertigo editor Carolyn Ellis 021 574 287 

Patron John Nankervis  

Other Committee Members Elisha Watson  

Matt Pemberton  

Sandy Britain  

Alex Waterford  

  

Rock Drill Overseer Jeremy Tries 027 55 55 893 

 

 

www.facebook.com/nzacwellington 
 

Twitter @NZACWellington

mailto:wellington@alpineclub.org.nz
http://www.facebook.com/nzacwellington
mailto:@NZACWellington
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