
Camping at 1,300m on the northwest side of Mount Somers, 
with the Winterslow Range stretching right    More here
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This space can expand ...

All Section night talks are held at The Third Eye, Tuatara Brewery, level 2, 30 Arthur Street, from 6pm.
With prior arrangement, also a good place to collect or return hired climbing gear. If you would like to make 
a presentation at a future Section night, or have a suggestion about someone else to present, please let
Peter know - occasionalclimber@gmail.com. The 22 October spot remains open at time of writing. 

June Section night - an important one for snow lovers!
Tues 18th Jun, Aviette Musin will again present her much appreciated avalanche awareness course - 
perfectly timed to prepare you for winter adventures in the mountains. For Aviette’s presentation we ask for 
a $5 entry donation from non-members.

Section nights beyond April
Tues 23rd Jul, Nina Sawicki will present her recent trekking in Peru.

Tues 20th Aug, Peter Ambrose and Guy Dubuis will take us through their judging of the Wellington Section 
2019 photo competition.

Tues 17th Sep, Jo Morgan will share some of her recent experiences climbing in our biggest mountains. 

Tues 22nd Oct - TBC

Tues 19th Nov, Penny Webster will take us through her recent climb of Mt Everest. 

Discounted PLBs
skippersmate.co.nz offers a 5% discount to all NZAC members for NZ purchases of PLBs. Two brands are 
on offer - KTI SA2G and McMurdo Fast Find 220 (not always in stock). To use the discount, the coupon 
code on the website is NZAC05 and the owner, Peter, asks you to send a copy of your membership card to
peter@cooeebay.com

Simon Williamson
Chair: NZAC Wellington
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Our time to act is running out. There are points, called ‘tipping points’, in the climate system – thresholds that, 
when exceeded, can lead to large changes in the state of the system. We are now approaching such a tipping point 
– one where climate change will switch from a human-driven (thereby reversible) to a planetary response. At this 
point the natural domino effects of our planet’s ecosystems will kick in and there’s nothing we will be able to do to 
prevent further warming. It will be too late for us. Based on current scientific data predictions, the tipping point is 
about 2 more degrees of warming, to be reached in the next 30 years if we humans don’t get our collective act
together.

The planet does NOT need saving, we do. Earth has been through countless climate change events unscathed. 
But the environment WE need to survive and thrive in does need saving – that is what’s at stake, not the planet.

Act now, it does matter. Immediate and effective action needs to happen globally, coordinated by governments 
and industries. But when there are so many humans, even little positive actions by individuals, spanning a very wide 
spectrum, can also make a huge difference. And in the end, it is individuals who vote in governments and buy
corporations’ products, stocks and shares.

I struggle mightily with the beliefs of people like the ex-farmer. Even though there is some room for debate, when the 
stakes are so high, why spend energy trying to refute a need for more sustainable, less wasteful, less polluting, more 
respectful behaviours (responses needed to effectively address global warming)? Even IF the human impact on
global warming was overstated, the worst thing to happen from acting on that line of thought is better use of our 
scarce resources - which will help to reduce illnesses, poverty and starvation regardless. On the other hand, if
humanity elects to follow human-induced climate change deniers and THEY are wrong, then a conducive living
environment for humans (and multitudes of other species) is, at the very least significantly diminished, if not 
destroyed. Why even contemplate taking that risk?!

Peter Laurenson, editor
        
Any comments on what you like or don’t like - send an email to
wellington@alpineclub.org.nz or tweet us @NZACWellington.

This global warming event IS different. The vast (and still expanding) 
majority of the global scientific community, including most of those

recognised as the best minds, conclude that the best and still growing 
datasets show that humans are in the process of inducing a climate 

change unprecedented for at least 800,000 years and probably 3 million 
years or more. The climate 3 million years ago is well outside human

experience in terms of food production, ecosystem response, or living 
conditions. Many climatologists and others suspect that the climate

experienced in our grandchildren’s lives and possibly even our aging 
children’s lives will be very different from now and maybe totally

unrecognisable.

May 2019

Simon is overseas at time of publication so, in his absense, I’ve written some food for thought that might even 
prompt the odd letter to the editor ...

Climate change – is it down to us?
Climate change. Global warming. What’s causing it? Is it even happening?

It’s complicated alright – many variables, many possible ways to interpret them – especially when you throw in the 
‘cherry picking’ curve ball – selective focus and interpretation of the data. Some don’t even realise that they’re cherry 
picking. It’s hard to know what you do or don’t know and, if you rely on social media for your information, then you’re 
likely to be being fed a self fulfilling reinforcement of what you already believed.

Talking to people can be revealing. I recently talked with an ex farmer who argued that what us humans are doing 
has very little to do with the climate change we’re seeing. And actually the temperature levels being predicted in the 
next few decades are similar to what they were back in 900AD, so what’s the problem? Climate change has become 
an industry based upon twisted facts and self-interest-driven false science.

Well, I also spoke with a Volcanologist, who was aware about that warm spell. He referred to it as the Medieval 
Warm Period (MVP), understood to have been caused by solar forcing (insolation or heating from the sun), a 
reduction in cooling from large volcanic eruptions and ocean circulation change – all natural forces and nothing to do 
with what humans were doing at the time. Remember that in 900AD there were less than 250 million humans world-
wide. Today there are more than 28 times as many of us – over 7 billion. The MVP was apparently not global either 
– while it was warming in the north, down in the southern hemisphere it was less pronounced. The warming we see 
today IS a global event.   

Ah, but there are lies, damn lies and statistics right? Well, here’s my breakdown of what I’ve so far learnt to be the 
most widely accepted and most credible ‘facts’…

Climate change is normal. Earth naturally goes through warming and cooling events – some far more extreme than 
others, some global, some regional.

There are multiple causes. Warming and cooling can be caused by a range of forces – solar, volcanic, organic/
chemical – and probably some others I still don’t know of.

The underlying problem. There were about 3 billion humans when I was born. Now there are over 7 billion. This will 
grow to over 9 billion by 2050. Yet our planet and its resources remain finite.

It IS down to us. Unlike other global warming events, this one is human-driven organic/chemical warming. Since the 
industrial revolution and particularly in the past 50 or so years, this warming has increased at a faster pace than ever 
identified at any other time in the history of the earth. Rather than natural forces like volcanic events, it is chemicals 
(carbon dioxide mainly, but also methane and nitrous oxides) from burning fossil fuels, transport, industries such as 
dairy/beef farming, consumer behaviours that release fluorocarbon, etc; the dramatic depletion of forests; all 
amplified by wanton over consumption and waste, that have created the conditions resulting in a warming planet 
this time around.
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NZAC instruction courses
Click for more details   Ice Climbing    Ski Touring (and the new guide here)    High Alpine Skills

New 6th Edition 2018 – Aspiring Guides Technical Mountaineering
An excellent learning resource and a handy reference for experienced alpinists. This manual can be 
purchased online here. Log in first for your member discount.

NZ chapter of Protect Our Winters (POW)
POW was founded by professional snowboarder Jeremy Jones in 2007, to mobilize the snowsports 
community (and now more broadly the outdoor community) on climate action. It now has 10 
international chapters spread across North America, Europe and Australasia and over 130,000
supporters. A New Zealand chapter of POW has just started. More here. 

New opening date for the Paparoa Track
Was end September, now 1 December. More here.

NZ Alpine Journals digitised
Journals from 1892 until 2014 are all now available to view digitally. Readers have two options: you 
can search across all volumes using ‘Search’, and you can access single volumes via the ‘Content’ 
menu. Access by volume has an extended user interface where you can also view (and copy) the 
transcript. More here.

2019 International Climbers’ Meet, Yosemite Valley
The American Alpine Club is now taking applications for the 12th annual International Climbers’ 
Meet to be held in Yosemite Valley during the week of Oct 13th - Oct 19th, 2019. More here.

Job vacancy - DOC
Supervisor, Search and Rescue and Recreation/Historic (Permanent), Operations Group, Aoraki/
Mount Cook, Band D. For more information please contact David Dittmer, ddittmer@doc.govt.nz, or 
mobile 027 542 8890 quoting vacancy 400/ 7570.

Gear Hire

The Section has gear for hire: avalanche transceivers, ice axes, shovels, stakes, hammers,
helmets, crampons, probes, PLBs, ice hammers (entry level). Each item costs $5 per week with the 
exception of PLBs – PLBs are free but require a deposit of $50 refundable on return. 

To hire gear please fill in the form here. You can find out more from Genevieve.

Some advance notice, especially over the Chrismas period, is appreciated as gear is in higher
demand and often needs to be retrieved from the gear store. To collect or return your gear liaise 
with Genevieve.

Accommodation on Mt Ruapehu 

Our snowcraft courses for the past few years have been run out of the Manawatu Tramping and
Skiing Club lodge on Whakapapa. We’re always made to feel welcome and the lodge is well
situated a short walk from the top of the Bruce Road. Membership to the club is extremely
reasonable - $35 per year or $50 for a family membership. Members stay at the lodge for $36 a 
night including food. If you’re looking for somewhere to base yourself for your winter pursuits or 
rock-climbing over the summer months go to www.mtsc.org.nz/joining.php to find out more about 
joining the club.
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Serrated edge of an iceberg, Paradise Bay, Antarctica  Photo Katja Riedel
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When What and where
Thursday 6th and 13th June Banff Mountain Film Festival 2019

This year’s screenings will be at the Embassy Theatre. A Blue programme 
and Red programme. Click the links to make your booking >>>

29th-30th June NZAC weekend training for beginner instructors
Interested volunteer instructors who are members should complete the 
NZAC Volunteer Instructor/Trip Leader registration form here.

26th-28th July
2nd-4th August
16th-18th August
23rd-25th August
6th-8th September

Snowcraft 2019
Beginner course - Whakapapa (no spaces left)
Beginner course - Whakapapa (1 space available)
Intermediate/Advanced course - Whakapapa (no spaces left)
Intermediate/Advanced course - Whakapapa (3 spaces available)
Post-course trip - Tukino
To find out more contact Nish - catchnishie@gmail.com
Click to book your spot.

4th-6th October North Island Ski Touring Meet
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All our planned South Island trips come with the added bonus that rental vehicle costs for Wellington 
Section members are covered by the Section.

If you’re uncertain about the skill level required with any of the trips, would like to register your
interest or to find out more, email us at wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Also, please contact us if you’re keen to run a trip yourself – the Committee can help with
advertising and logistics.

Book Blue Programme 6 June

Book Red Programme 13 June 

A guided party leave to complete their traverse once the storm finished, West Coast glaciers  Photo Iain Burgon
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The 97 Stars
Rock climbing meet at Arapiles over Easter and ANZAC Day 2019
By Jenny Cossey

A conversation, between a visiting Australian NZAC section member Andrew Mitchell and a
Wellington section member at Unwin Hut in the summer of 2017, sowed the idea for an inaugural 
joint section ten-day meet at Arapiles over Easter and ANZAC Day 2019.

Ten Wellington climbers were keen as mustard and signed up nine months in advance for the trip, 
asking their section to hold a trad leading course at Tukino and later, a self-rescue rope course, to 
upskill the sport climbing starlets in the intricate art of placing and removing rocks, hex’s and
camming devices. 

Hearing the girls were coming over, the Melbourne guys prepared by collecting tables, chairs,
solar panel recharging packs, large double gas burners, soft pillows and other Glamping
accessories.

As the enthusiasm associated with the meet increased, so did the members usage of their annual 
leave allowances and team member withdrawals occurred with job promotions, returning to study, 
moving overseas to ice climb for six months and lack of leave being granted.

Reduced to one Wellington Member Jenny Cossey, Richard Knott 
from Whakatane, and Timothy Hargrave from Canterbury/Westland, 
the trio were now the unofficial Wellington NZAC section of the joint 
section meet. Eight Australian Section members from Melbourne, 
Brisbane and Adelaide attended. Travel time from Wellington homes 
to the base of the Organ Pipes, ready to climb, took twelve hours 
and ten minutes, quicker than the drive from Sydney to Arapiles.

The NZAC banner flew from the Arapiles base camp gazebo in the 
Upper Gums. The invasion by other independent NZ climbers from 
Wanaka, Hokatiki, Dunedin and Christchurch filled the campsite. The 
neighbouring tarp city flew the NZ flag and the two countries alliance 
was enhanced on ANZAC Day by a bugler player at dawn, in the 
cloud on top of D Major Bluff, filling the cloudy campsite with a 
haunting rendition of Reveille. 

Numerous routes were climbed, testing the metal of rocks and 
people. There were impressive leads from the injured. Bold leads 
from those pushing their limits and heaps of questions about route 
finding and what is a gully at the top of Lamplighter by Pitro. Richard 
and Jenny followed the stars, Richard collecting 97 stars (99 guide 
book pitches), in 13 solid days of climbing.

Touch Type, 25 metres, 19, Echo Crag  Photo Richard Knott

Andrew Mitchell, Australian 
section organiser of the joint 
meet, coiling ropes
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The annual Goatfest local climbing film festival was attended by over 
200 climbers in the Soldiers Hall in Natimuk. Highlights included Desert 
Crack close up’s of finger jamming. Base jumping, slack lining between 
the Bluff at Arapiles and the debatable new sport of skin hanging and 
swinging at Freycinet. 

The climbing community debate afterwards was heated and
timely, with the November closures of certain culturally
significant areas in the Grampians to climbers. The
Victorian Climbing Club and the newly formed
Australian Climbing Association (three branches
in Queensland, South Australia and Victoria,
whose role is crag access in Australia),
were hotly discussed. 

Across the dust, at shared dinners
and fast emptying whisky bottles,
yarns were told and future joint
section trips planned. The
new Moonaire guide book
provided inspiration.

Richard Knot on Entertainer, 25 metres, 18 three star,
on Curtain Wall  Photo Jenny Cossey

Skink 107 metres, 18 three star route on
The Watchtower Faces  Photo Richard Knott
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Somer circuit 
An overnight circuit over Mount Somers
Words and pictures Peter Laurenson

To Cantabrians it’s part of their backyard. To trampers more 
generally, a nice excursion in summer and a great training 
climb for novices in winter. The main routes on Mount Somer’s 
are certainly not technical, but its landscape offers more than 
you might expect. For one, it’s big. From the Sharplin Falls 
carpark to the summit involves a 1,200 metre height gain. 
The standard route can be done in a day, but there are good 
reasons to take less direct routes so you can enjoy some fine 
Canterbury high country scenery.

I’d never been to Mount Somers, so when I heard that Shaun 
Barnett was going there to get some information and images 
for his book on short walks I grabbed the opportunity to join 
him. While Shaun had covered much of the Mount Somers 
Track, which circumnavigates the entire mountain, he hadn’t 
been over all of the south face section, so that’s the route we 
took. From Sharplin Falls carpark the south face route heads 
left/west, climbing steadily to Staveley hill at 1,085m. This is 
where the standard route to the summit branches right, 
becoming the Mount Somers Summit Track. Another 700 
metres of relentless slog, up through rocky terrain, will see you 
on the summit (1,688m). This is the way we descended.

At the branch in the track, we continued on around 
the south face track, skirting beneath steep craggy 
pinnacles that ring the southern and eastern edges of 
what is actually a large flat summit area above. When 
out of the beech forest we enjoyed expansive views 
of the Canterbury Plains. Soon we came upon Acland 
Shelter. Then the trail dips through beech forest to 
around 800 metres, before steadily ascending again 
to 1,100 metres.

Far left - a section of Mt Somers’ craggy 
south face shrouded in cloud

Above - Tarns at 1,280m on the northwest 
side of Mt Somers. Our campsite is left 
and the summit area of Mt Somers right

Below - Looking back to Mt Somers’ 
summit, from near Staveley Hill (1,085m)
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As the track starts to veer north there is an old 4WD track 
that climbs north and then east, leading to a large tussock 
and wetland shelf at around 1,200 metres. Up there the 
landscape mellows, with a softly curving eastern skyline 
and many thirst quenching tarns – the perfect place to 
camp, which we did. 

Our site was on the western edge of the shelf, on a small 
highpoint at 1,300 metres, affording expansive views out 
to the Manuka Range and Clent Hills to the west, the
Winterslow Range to the north and the summit skyline to 
the east. For two photographers, dawn was a particular 
treat before we resumed our now gradual climb, up through 
tussock slopes and rocky outcrops, to the summit. 

Our descent was down the steep rubble of the standard 
route up to the summit - the Mt Somers Summit Track, 
which linked us back to the route we started on the day 
before, near Staveley Hill. A little later, down at the café at 
Staveley, the coffee and cake went down well.

For more captioned images and a route map
www.occasionalclimber.co.nz 
Above - A dawn panorama from 1,300m, taking in the Winterslow 
Range (right), Manuka Range and Clent Hills (left)

Left - Our campsite, with the summit area of Mt Somers above

Below - A view west across the broad flat summit area of Mt Somers
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Powered by volunteers

We’re always thankful for volunteers and members stepping forward to help the section run
smoothly. A lot goes on to keep our club going, virtually all powered by volunteers. On the back 
page is our “Club on a page” summary. It gives an at a glance description of all the things we do, 
how and why. Feel free to print a copy and pass it on to anyone who might be interested in
becoming a member or volunteer. And if you’d like to learn more about how you could get
involved, please email us at wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Role Name Contact
Chair person Simon Williamson 021 054 7684
Treasurer Carolyn Ellis 021 574 287
Secretary Stacey Wong staceycolleena@gmail.com
Gear custodian Genevieve Luketina gluketina@hotmail.com
Trip co-ordinator Eric Duggan 021 350 161
Section nights, Vertigo Peter Laurenson 021 446 725
Social media Marie Kelly marieitz4u@gmail.com
Club liaison Keith Munro keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
General Committee, Photo comp Guy Dubuis guy.dubuis@gmail.com
General Committee Alexis Belton belton.alexis@gmail.com
General Committee Rosie Percival calicoanne@gmail.com
General Committee Naomi Seow naomiseow@gmail.com
General Committee Derek Cheng derekcheng.nz@gmail.com
General Committee Scott Harper scott.harper@hotmail.co.nz
Patron John Nankervis
Rock drill overseer Jeremy Tries 027 555 5893

  www.facebook.com/nzacwellington

  Twitter @NZACWellington
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