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All Section night talks are held at The Third Eye, Tuatara Brewery, level 2, 30 Arthur Street, from 6pm.
With prior arrangement, also a good place to collect or return hired climbing gear. If you would like to make 
a presentation at a future Section night, or have a suggestion about someone else to present, please let
Peter know - occasionalclimber@gmail.com. 

July Section night
Tues 23rd Jul, Nina Sawicki will present her recent trekking in Peru.

Section nights beyond July
Tues 20th Aug, Peter Ambrose and Guy Dubuis will take us through their judging of the Wellington Section 
2019 photo competition.

Tues 17th Sep, Jo Morgan will share some of her recent experiences climbing in our biggest mountains. 

Tues 22nd Oct, Simon Williamson, Eric Duggan and Stacey Wong will present tips on how to lead alpine 
trips.

Tues 19th Nov, Penny Webster will take us through her recent climb of Mt Everest. 

There are no section nights in December or January because we’re too busy climbing.

Discounted PLBs
skippersmate.co.nz offers a 5% discount to all NZAC members for NZ purchases of PLBs. Two brands are 
on offer - KTI SA2G and McMurdo Fast Find 220 (not always in stock). To use the discount, the coupon 
code on the website is NZAC05 and the owner, Peter, asks you to send a copy of your membership card to
peter@cooeebay.com

Simon Williamson
Chair: NZAC Wellington
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From the editor
It’s great that we had two sellout screenings of Banff this month. The Embassy has 

proved to be a very good venue for this event, permitting a memorable bigscreen 
viewer experience, plus the best fund raising we’ve achieved with Banff over the 

past 5 years. O for orsome. Now it’s time to pick your favourite alpine and
climbing images so you can enter them in this year’s Wellington Section

photo competition - more details here. We have two new judges this 
year - Peter Ambrose and Guy Dubuis, so be part of this brave new

world. Remember, the more entries, the better it is for everyone.
Following my piece about climate change in May I’m glad to

feature some very thought provoking responses in this
June issue. Take time to consider what’s being said

and have your own say in a future Vertigo.
Peter

June 2019

I was in Nepal last month. The ‘road less travelled’ is no more. Slogging my way up to EBC, I joined the 
endless queue stretching from Lukla (where we narrowly missed being on the Summit Air flight that crashed 
and killed three people) to EBC and back. Germans, Russians, Chinese, Americans, Mexicans, Australians, 
Indians, Palestinans, Iranians, et al, all ploughing through clouds of Yak shit with their UE booms on full 
playing Michael Jackson, Bollywood favourites and Hip Hop. No bird song here. The awesome mountains 
are still there though.

I first set foot in the Himalaya in the late 70’s. Back then I spent days without seeing a soul. To find that 
same isolation now is near impossible and you need to step well off the ritual trekking trails and then some 
to find it. Unlike many of the world’s more popular trekking destinations, Nepal is yet to limit the number of 
people using its tracks (pooing, pissing and throwing rubbish behind the nearest tree or rock). Perhaps they 
are thinking about it but it isn’t a rich country and tourism brings in a substantial income, so limiting numbers 
would not be popular among those drawing an income from the visitors. Regardless, overflowing sewage 
systems and limits on tea house construction may ultimately become self limiting. Outbreaks of bad RTIs 
spreading through tea houses, American tourists falling off the track to their death and the occasional Yak 
gouging doesn’t help either. Something’s got to give, but how much worse will it get before that happens? 
Certainly a tourist tax (trekking permits) hasn’t put people off. But they could do a better job of channeling 
the income back into management and facilities - as we could here in New Zealand. 

Kathmandu isn’t any better. Choking pollution and constant Aucklandesk peak hour traffic hasn’t dissuaded 
many from the attraction of cheap knockoff products and gorging themselves on cake, etc. The food was 
great. 

Clearly poverty is still a major challenge, which is only made more evident in the face of wealthy tourists, 
without whom the locals would be even poorer. But apropos the last chairs report. Tourism is a direct net 
contributor to global warming, which is melting glaciers and ironically threatening the very tourism that all 
those flight loads of tourists come for. Climbing and climate change are inextricably connected. Each time 
we jump into a car, climb into a helicopter or board a plane to head off climbing we are contributing to the 
end of the very environment we cherish and play in. But while us climbers are part of the problem, we can 
also be part of the solution. Now is not the time to do nothing.

Any comments on what you like or don’t like - send an email to
wellington@alpineclub.org.nz or tweet us @NZACWellington.

Simon

Peter, I think it unfortunate that you have hijacked the [May]
newsletter for political purposes. Your “Climate Change” 
editorial is a Green/Radical Left political statement on a divisive 
issue. At best its assumptions are highly dubious. The same or 
closely similar views are aired endlessly in the main stream media 
and I don’t think it desirable or appropriate to air them yet again in 
the newsletter, just stick to climbing.
 

Regards
Roger Coombs

Hi Roger

My views weren’t politically motivated. My concerns are
environmental, social and recreational. As a club of people who 
love the outdoors I think the issues around climate change are 
totally relevant to discuss and debate. Indeed our climbing
opportunities are being diminished as our planet warms.

I’d be interested to read about your alternative views. Which of 
the assumptions I described are highly dubious and why? What 
alternative assumptions do you offer that are more robust? What 
do you think is an appropriate response, if anything, to our
warming planet? 

Thanks for giving feedback.
Peter

Read Roger’s response on the next page >>>

Thank you for your Climate Change 
editorial in the May Vertigo. 
While it is indeed a complicated
and contentious topic, what cannot 
be denied is that our mountains 
are changing as a result of climate 
change. Last year, GNS principal 
scientist, Simon Cox said as we 
go into more warming, the ice 
withdrawal leaves behind a lack of 
hillside support, so the 
mountains tend to fall down. 
(Weathering Change in Westland, 
Wilderness, June 2018.) 
Unstable mountains, coupled with 
increasingly ferocious storm events 
are having huge impacts on access 
and safety for climbers, ski tourers 
and trampers. It is good to see the 
climbing fraternity endeavouring 
to seek out the facts, and consider 
what can be done.
 

Kathy Ombler
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The developing world lags far behind and understandably wants to catch up, which leads to Peter’s idea 
that population growth is the underlying problem. China and India are busily building more and more coal-
fired power stations and their emissions are going to continue to increase. Of course this is only a problem 
if you think that the inevitably higher CO2 levels are going to doom the world. Other things being equal we 
might expect that, as these countries get more prosperous, their birth rates will drop and they too will be 
able to value and care for their environment better once they no longer struggle to survive from day to day. 
Indeed, this is already beginning to happen.

There is no evidence that we face catastrophe. The climate will change and people will adapt as they
always have. The call to “decarbonise” our economies, if acted upon, will lead to far greater problems than 
changing climate, with power blackouts and the like for the developed world and people trapped in poverty, 
with low life expectancy, for developing countries if they are prevented from using energy from fossil fuels.

Roger Coombs

Editor’s response - Roger is a retired fisheries scientist who believes that real/effective conservation has to 
be driven by more than piecemeal, emotive arguments by minority groups. Views on both sides have
validity and there needs to be a sound process by which these can be weighed before firm decisions about 
what actions are most appropriate can be made. I can’t argue with that philosophy.

Roger points out that much of the ‘science’ that underpins concerns about global warming is based on 
models, not hard data, and that there is sometimes significant inherent room for uncertainty, error or
misinterpretation. Fair point. 

I accept that CO2 is a fundamental building block for life and is not, as such, a pollutant. But if too much of it 
is retained in our atmosphere, that can cause our global temperature to rise to the point where it is indeed a 
threat - just look at Tuvalu. The claim that earth’s global temperature has been higher than now does not
remove concerns about what consequences will result from further warming in the coming decades. 
Whatever conditions existed in warmer times past did not include over 7 billion humans and the associated 
impacts we have on our environment - this is something entirely new.

Roger points out undeniable benefits that humans have enjoyed from harnessing fossil fuels. With respect, 
I can’t accept the assumption though, that developing countries MUST continue their use of fossil fuels at 
similar levels in order to escape the poverty trap. Renewable energy sources are now emerging from
obscurity and, in some cases, becoming more viable than fossil fuels. China has made big advances in the 
adoption of renewables. I see the big difference today being that there is now a genuine will to make
renewables work for us, that is finally beginning to shout down the voices of fossil fuel lobbyists.       

I also don’t agree that it’s only a small clique of activist climate scientists that subscribe to this model-based 
thinking. Take Professor Steven Hawking and Sir David Attenborough as two fine examples.
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The earth is thought to be about 4.5 billion years old and there has almost certainly been life for 3.5 billion 
years. Over that vast time span the climate has varied markedly from much hotter than now, e.g. the early 
Carboniferous is thought to have been 8º C hotter, with sea levels more than 100 m higher. During the last 
ice age it was 5º C lower and the sea more than 100 m lower. In historic times the Minoan, Roman and
Medieval warm periods were at least as warm as today. During these warmer times humanity flourished, 
during cold periods such as the Little Ice Age when rivers froze and crops failed, we suffered.

The modern thermometer was invented in 1709 and global records date from around 1880, so all
temperatures earlier than this were obtained indirectly e.g. from ice cores using deuterium concentrations. 
Typically the latter represent averages over decades rather than the minute-by-minute temperatures
possible today. Until the last 30 years or so the thermometer measurements were meant for weather
forecasting not climate monitoring and substantial selection and manipulation is needed to make them
suitable for this. There are several different global temperature series produced by different organisations 
which show similar historical patterns but may differ by up to 0.5º C. Consequently, there is substantial
uncertainty about what historical temperatures were. Overall global mean temperature over the last 140 
years has likely increased by around 0.8º C and since WW2 perhaps 0.6º C. Given this, are recent changes 
unusual as Peter claims? Considering the great variability in the past and the uncertainty in the estimates, I 
think the answer is no, and the ex-farmer’s view is entirely reasonable.

Is it true that “the scientific community” thinks there’s a serious problem? As a scientist, I don’t think that’s 
true either. Certainly there’s a small clique of activist climate scientists and a much larger body of 
non-scientist activists (e.g. Al Gore) that push the idea and it’s also true that many scientific societies, 
such as the NZ Royal Society do, but that’s the executive not the ordinary members.

Changing climates are thought to have many causes and Peter lists a few. But establishing causal
relationships for any of these is extremely difficult with only limited possibilities for properly controlled
experiments. In truth, what controls climate is not well understood. It was discovered in the 19th century
that the earth would be much colder but for “greenhouse gases.” The idea that the greenhouse effect of 
arbon dioxide (CO2) is a major factor originated with Svante Arrhenius in 1896 and this was developed in 
the 1950s by several climatologists. Modern concern about CO2 and other human generated greenhouse 
gases all comes from computer models and the observation that CO2 concentrations in the atmosphere 
have steadily increased at a time when temperatures have increased. But, correlation is not causation and 
whilst it is likely that CO2 from burning fossil fuels has contributed to recent warming, the catastrophic levels 
being predicted assume a positive feedback mechanism for which there is no experimental evidence.
The claim that there are “tipping points” in the climate system also comes entirely from models. They are a 
theoretical mathematical idea and there is no evidence that any such events have ever taken place in the 
earth’s climate. The 2º C is an entirely arbitrary number that has no scientific basis that I can find. Climate 
scientists have made many model-based predictions, none of which have happened, e.g., in 2000 in the
UK Dr David Viner predicted that “children just aren’t going to know what snow is.” Unfortunately, local
authorities and others took heed of this and failed to plan for snow, which in later years fell in large
quantities causing chaos.

CO2  is not a pollutant nor a threat. On the contrary, it is essential to life on earth and its levels have been 
much higher in aeons past. They have rarely been much lower except that during the last ice age they 
dropped low enough that life on earth was under threat. The earth has “greened” significantly since CO2 
increased.

Human progress has been marked by our increasing use of energy. Where a few hundred years ago most 
people laboured for long hours growing food to eat, now, in the developed world, a tiny minority of the
overall population produce more than enough food for everybody using the energy from fossil fuels to
power machinery. The food is grown using less land, leaving more for wild lands and wildlife. Prosperous 
people have more resources to care for their environment and more leisure time to enjoy it. 

 

These globally revered scientists have been 
unequivocal in their belief of and concern about 
human induced global warming. I simply can’t 
believe that these people are not across what 
Roger has explained. Yet they still put their 
faith in the models. And as this cartoon poses, 
‘why wouldn’t you?’ I know that’s easier for me 
to say than for a dairy farmer right now, but 
whether the threat of global warming is over-
stated or not, I still can’t get past the need for 
humans to address pollution of our air and 
waterways, desecration of our forests, infusion 
of plastic into our ecosystems, etc, etc, ...

So, what do YOU think? Have your say in July!   
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NZAC instruction courses
Click for more details   Ice Climbing    Ski Touring (and the new guide here)    High Alpine Skills

New opening date for the Paparoa Track
Was end September, now 1 December. More here.

2019 International Climbers’ Meet, Yosemite Valley
The American Alpine Club is now taking applications for the 12th annual International Climbers’ 
Meet to be held in Yosemite Valley during the week of Oct 13th - Oct 19th, 2019. More here.

New films available here
The Mueller and Tasman Glaciers 1929 with commentary by Frank Drewitt.
Alpine Guides Reunion held at the Hermitage, Mt Cook 10-11 November 1981.

Seeking Information 
Do you have any information or family contacts for an ex Club member, Frank H Drewitt? The 
enquiry is in relation to film holdings from his Estate and a request to us from Ngā Taonga Sound 
and Vision Archive. Frank joined the NZAC as an Associate Member in 1937. Originally he was not-
ed as living in Timaru before moving to Wellington around 1941. He was a speaker at a 
Wellington Section Meeting in March 1946 with a talk entitled ‘Ski-ing’. The last record we have for 
him is as a member in 1956, but no mention after that. Please contact margaret@alpineclub.org.nz.

Missing: AP Harper Ice Axe
We request the return of the AP Harper Ice-Axe to the National Office Christchurch, please. It is 
quite distinctive for its extra length and the initials AP are stamped into the axe-head. No questions 
asked - we’d just really love to have this historical Club item returned so it can go back on display at 
its home. Please contact margaret@alpineclub.org.nz. 

Antarctic Heritage Trust fundraiser
20% discount for members until 15 July on Shackelton clothing here.

FMC Affiliation Discounts 2019
For members who have ‘FMC yes’ and received the Bulletin with their The Climber magazine the 
updated FMC discounts are now available here. Some companies have online discount codes and 
to view those you need to be logged in as a member of NZAC. There are six new company 
discounts this year from: Earth, Sea, Sky; Good Rotating; Intents Outdoors; Kai Carrier; Westport 
Shuttles and Small Planet. Keep an eye out for your 2019 discount cards with the upcoming winter 
issue of The Climber coming soon. 

MSC news
Southern Hemisphere Alpine Conference – 18-19 June in ChCh - here.
Snowpack Conditions – Public Observation Competition for winter 2019 - here.
Job opportunity – Alpine Advisor Role. Applications close Tuesday 25 June 2019 - here.

Gear Hire

The Section has gear for hire: avalanche transceivers, ice axes, shovels, stakes, hammers,
helmets, crampons, probes, PLBs, ice hammers (entry level). Each item costs $5 per week with the 
exception of PLBs – PLBs are free but require a deposit of $50 refundable on return. 

To hire gear please fill in the form here. You can find out more from Genevieve.

Some advance notice, especially over the Chrismas period, is appreciated as gear is in higher
demand and often needs to be retrieved from the gear store. To collect or return your gear liaise 
with Genevieve.

Accommodation on Mt Ruapehu 

Our snowcraft courses for the past few years have been run out of the Manawatu Tramping and
Skiing Club lodge on Whakapapa. We’re always made to feel welcome and the lodge is well
situated a short walk from the top of the Bruce Road. Membership to the club is extremely
reasonable - $35 per year or $50 for a family membership. Members stay at the lodge for $36 a 
night including food. If you’re looking for somewhere to base yourself for your winter pursuits or 
rock-climbing over the summer months go to www.mtsc.org.nz/joining.php to find out more about 
joining the club.
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When What and where
29th-30th June NZAC weekend training for beginner instructors

Interested volunteer instructors who are members should complete the 
NZAC Volunteer Instructor/Trip Leader registration form here.

June to 31 July Annual Wellington section photo competition entries open
Details here >>>

26th-28th July
2nd-4th August
16th-18th August
23rd-25th August
6th-8th September

Snowcraft 2019 - all full, waitlist only
Beginner course - Whakapapa
Beginner course - Whakapapa
Intermediate/Advanced course - Whakapapa
Intermediate/Advanced course - Whakapapa
Post-course trip - Tukino
To find out more contact Nish - catchnishie@gmail.com
Click to join the waitlist.

4th-6th October North Island Ski Touring Meet Run by Auckland Section. Accomodation 
TASC Lodge, Tukino
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All our planned South Island trips come with the added bonus that rental vehicle costs for Wellington 
Section members are covered by the Section.

If you’re uncertain about the skill level required with any of the trips, would like to register your
interest or to find out more, email us at wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Also, please contact us if you’re keen to run a trip yourself – the Committee can help with
advertising and logistics.

Matthieu Laloup grimaces high above a watery 
atmosphere on The Moai. Ancient Astronaught 
(24), Fortescue Bay, Tasmania. Rock Climbing 
Category and overall People’s Choice winner, 
2018. Derek Cheng

Image submission requirements
•  Images must be submitted to dropbox link https://tinyurl.com/Photocomp2019NZACWgtn 
•  Please name your files following this format: Photographer_Category_Date.jpg and email a clearly
   file-associated caption and location to nzac.wgtn.photocompetition@gmail.com. 
•  Please ensure you have permission from people in your photos that their image can be used and possibly
   published in Vertigo.
•  The closing date for the competition is the 31st July and the winners will be announced at the section 
   night on Tuesday 20th August.

Image Specifications
•  All images must have been taken and processed by the competitor and be his or her property.
•  Images need not necessarily have been taken in New Zealand.
•  Entries are permitted in digital format only. Files must be JPEG format between 500KB and 5MB (at least
   2000 pixels on the long side).
•  Digital processing should be mostly restricted to dust removal, cropping, resizing, global exposure and 
   tonal adjustments. HDR, and exposure, focus or sequence blending are permitted. Obvious modification
   of images is not in keeping with the objectives of this competition and may result in disqualification.
•  Images not meeting these specifications will not be judged.

8 categories to enter. Up to 3 images per category:
• Alpine Activity     • Alpine General     • Alpine Nature     • Rock climbing
• Mountain and Climbing Culture   • Humour   • Alpine Kids   • Novice                More details next page >>>

Photo
 Competition

Annual

Wellington Section

The 2019 competition
is now open to enter,
so polish up your favourite 
contenders and get them in.

A stunning sunrise with Plateau Hut and east face of Mt Cook. Alpine General Category winner 2018. Peter Ambrose 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScvvi9sqz2Gds9x8gTfzUg0z7_mAYxAyDme7gjrGyTszheMRg/viewform
mailto:catchnishie@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewkbGtgioNmLdJagYOYJ2TvLHEqv-mCsV1XJphw4o3zEwVcg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
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Category details. Up to 3 images per category
Alpine Activity: climbing, skiing, whatever you do up high
Photographs where the main subject is people engaging in activity in the alpine environment (e.g. climbing, 
skiing, tramping, camping). Emphasis on careful composition and ‘capturing the moment’.

Alpine General: scenery and views that make you want to come back
Photographs that display mountain landscapes. Images should be strongly composed with great light. 
Judges will be weighing technical excellence, colour, tone and detail along with the image’s subject and 
composition.

Alpine Nature: the little gems of beauty along the way
Photographs of natural subjects in the mountain environment, where the emphasis is on artistic rendition. 
Subjects may include geological features, plants, animals, water, snow and ice formations, etc.

Rock climbing: hardest moves, slickest lines
Photographs of rock climbing and bouldering that have strong visual impact and creative composition.

Mountain and Climbing Culture: climbing life, places and people
Portray climbing life, places and people encountered by climbers. Entries might include travel photography
(as long as it’s strongly related to climbing) or documentary-style images, covering any aspect of climbing.

Humour: whatever makes you smile
Don’t forget the caption. Particularly in this category it can make the difference.

Alpine Kids
Alpine / climbing-related photos taken by kids aged 6 to 14 (please include age of the child when submitting 
entries in this category).

Novice
Alpine / mountaineering / climbing-related photos taken by members who are not photo comp category
winners in previous years or professional photographers. Pick your favourite that is not entered in any
other category.

Judging criteria
1. Category relevance – is the shot on subject, or should it be in a different category.
2. Technical competence/excellence – is the shot exposed well – right balance of dark and light, no burn out.
    Is depth of field used well/is the shot appropriately focused.
3. Creativity – what is different about the shot. Does an idea/story come through in the shot. Does it draw the
    viewer in/have emotional impact. What makes it more than just a pretty snap - unusual angle, choice of
    exposure settings, inclusion (or exclusion) of person or object to give context.  
4. Difficulty to shoot – dawn/dusk, challenging light, difficult to reach angle.

1. and 2. are essential just to be accepted in category. 3. is what will define a winner, unless there are two 
winners, in which case 4., while not essential, might be the decider.   
Prizes will be awarded to the best photo in each category.

Photo
 Competition

Annual

Wellington Section Entry into the annual FMC photo competition
Category winners and selected honours awards will
be entered by NZAC Wellington into the FMC annual 
photo competition in September.

Judge profiles
Having judged the competition for the past four 
years, Peter Laurenson and Nigel Roberts hand
this role over to some fresh eyes and ideas.

Peter Ambrose
Peter is a passionate hiker and landscape
photographer. He and his wife love travelling 
around the world and hiking some of the best 
mountains and landscapes this fantastic planet 
has to offer. We’re lucky to be born and live in
New Zealand, where we’re blessed with such 
fantastic opportunities to capture nature’s beauty 
in our own backyard. Landscape photography 
always takes Peter back to those moments, even 
years down the track.

Guy Dubuis 
Physicist, musician and photographer of the 
underworld, Guy moved from Switzerland to New 
Zealand in 2015. He has been a member of NZAC 
since 2017 and is on our Wellington Section 
Committee. Whether caving below ground or 
climbing above, he has a keen interest in
photography.
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Sunrise over Aoraki/Mt Cook, from Hooker Lake 
Peter Ambrose
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A tranquil bay on the left/east shore of Lake Rotoiti

COUGH SPLUTTER! Right on cue so it seemed, in the second half of 
May an unusually long, calm, clear spell of weather had materialised 
over the period my climbing buddy James and I had scheduled to visit 
the Nelson Lakes. Our plan was to walk into Upper Travers Hut on day 
one, climb Mount Travers via the south ridge on day two, cross Travers 
Saddle and head around to Sabine Hut on day three, and walk out to 
Saint Arnaud on day four. But COUGH SPLUTTER!

An evil chest cough was doing the rounds and five days before we 
were to set off, it seemed it had found me out of nowhere after having 
been illness free all year. I started taking Codral and hoped for the best. 
Initially this seemed to be helping, although I must confess to feeling 
rather pensive about the rigors ahead, given the violence of the cough.

At the Cold Water Hut pier James and I disembarked our water taxi. 
Beautiful mirror reflections of the surrounding hills painted a lovely
picture. Our packs were fairly weighty with climbing gear and four days 
of food. As I spluttered my way along the easy trail towards John Tait 
Hut this played on my mind more than normal. More Codral.

On the river flats before John Tait Hut, with Mt Travers (2,338m) left

Mount Codral
An attempt of the south ridge of Mt Travers, Nelson Lakes
Words and pictures Peter Laurenson
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I was slow. We reached John Tait Hut after four and half 
hours, had some lunch and then, as the gradient increased 
beyond John Tait, my pace slowed further as my misery
levels increased. Another three hours and I trudged in to 
Upper Travers Hut. James, who is an energiser bunny on 
steroids at the best of times, had romped ahead and had the 
billy boiling for when I arrived. 

As we’d made our way up the valley that day occasional 
glimpses of Travers and other tops revealed patchy snow
up high. This was of some concern because the crux pitches 
on the south ridge are steep. We hoped this section would 
still be free of loose snow and ice. Tomorrow morning would 
reveal all.

Luckily we shared the hut with just two French women (who 
were crossing Travers Saddle next morning) who took the 
other bunk room, because my evil cough reached maximum 
heinousness during the night time. My Codral supplies were 
taking a hammering but I consoled myself that our packs 
would be lightweight on the climb and the weather remained 
perfect. 

We were away a little before dawn, reasoning that we 
needed daylight before the notch so we could accurately 
assess the conditions above. I paced myself as James 
patiently and uncomplainingly ignored my spluttering. We 
reached Travers Saddle at dawn and our way ahead, along 
the south ridge, was painted in warm hues.
The photographer in me rejoiced.

Below - A tributary stream just north of John Tait HutAbove - Paradise ducks on Travers River, north of John Tait Hut

Above - Upper Travers Hut bottom left, Mt Travers right

Above - A pleasant distraction from coughing on the way out

page2


> Chair’s Report    > Section News    > Notices    > Coming Trips, Courses, Events    > Trip Reports    > Section Contacts    > Our Club On A Page

I’d been along this ridge for a recce with Simon Williamson back in October 2017. Then there had 
been a lot more snow. This time we didn’t strike any until about 1,800 metres and even then, it was 
loose, patchy and totally unconsolidated. Underneath it lay loose rocks and scree, interspersed by 
jagged blocky protrusions. At about 1,950 metres a noticeable buttress rears up. This is where our 
recce ended in 2017. It was time to don our harnesses as the climbing got more interesting.

I had not appreciated how large the buttress actually is. It proved much longer than I’d expected 
and involved some interesting scrambling up over and sometimes sidling around several small 
gendarmes – one even required our rope. The condition on the slopes falling off the ridge wasn’t 
encouraging. Not enough snow to give any crampon and axe confidence – just slippery treachery. 
Often, where there was no snow, lay a coating of verglas.

Above - On top of the buttress, heading towards the notch Above - One of several minor obstacles along the buttress

The South Ridge and face of Mt Travers, viewed from Travers Saddle (1,787m) at dawn

page2


> Chair’s Report    > Section News    > Notices    > Coming Trips, Courses, Events    > Trip Reports    > Section Contacts    > Our Club On A Page

At the notch at 2,000 metres we gazed down to the narrow snow splattered saddle, then up the 
mostly snow-free but verglas-coated face giving access to the summit slabs. Ice filled sections of the 
crack that the first pitch follows. The early morning sun glistened on ice-covered mossy slabs above. 
Cough or no cough, it looked too dangerous to me. James is a far better rock climber than me and 
felt that he could still make progress on the crux pitches. His main concern was the exposed slabs 
above. We agreed that, if they were more of what we’d encountered on our way to the notch, then it 
was time to back off.

It’s always disappointing if I reach this point on a climb, but later, back at the hut, we still both 
agreed that it was the right call on the day. In my virus depleted state, I also felt considerable relief 
once our decision to descend was made. I consoled myself that at least we had two more days in 
which to complete the circuit over Travers Saddle – a route neither of us had yet done.

Back at Upper Travers Hut we turned our minds to the route of the next two days. An examination 
of the map quickly made it apparent that they would be two long days – fine if I was in a fit state, but 
enough to break my resolve as more waves of coughing fits ensued. We had a brew, packed up and 
began a retreat the way we’d come in. John Tait that night, then a long walk out to the carpark, 
ending in a trudge around the eastern shore of Lake Rotoiti on day three. It was nice to reach warm 
civilisation back in Christchurch later that evening. Just as well because my temperature rose with 
the onset of the shakes. As I write this two weeks later I’m still coughing, but at least I’m off the 
Codral. Mount Travers remains unfinished business – a summer trip I think …  

For more captioned images and route map

www.occasionalclimber.co.nz

Above - A view south to Kehu (2,220m) from about 1,900m

Left - The approximate route into the notch, then up a first pitch to a small ledge, 
followed by a diagonal pitch left to access the summit slabs
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Powered by volunteers

We’re always thankful for volunteers and members stepping forward to help the section run
smoothly. A lot goes on to keep our club going, virtually all powered by volunteers. On the back 
page is our “Club on a page” summary. It gives an at a glance description of all the things we do, 
how and why. Feel free to print a copy and pass it on to anyone who might be interested in
becoming a member or volunteer. And if you’d like to learn more about how you could get
involved, please email us at wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Role Name Contact
Chair person Simon Williamson 021 054 7684
Treasurer Carolyn Ellis 021 574 287
Secretary Stacey Wong staceycolleena@gmail.com
Gear custodian Genevieve Luketina gluketina@hotmail.com
Trip co-ordinator Eric Duggan 021 350 161
Section nights, Vertigo, Banff Peter Laurenson 021 446 725
Club liaison Keith Munro keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
General Committee, Photo comp Guy Dubuis guy.dubuis@gmail.com
General Committee Alexis Belton belton.alexis@gmail.com
General Committee Rosie Percival calicoanne@gmail.com
General Committee, Reel Rock Naomi Seow naomiseow@gmail.com
General Committee Derek Cheng derekcheng.nz@gmail.com
General Committee Scott Harper scott.harper@hotmail.co.nz
Patron John Nankervis
Rock drill overseer Jeremy Tries 027 555 5893

  www.facebook.com/nzacwellington

  Twitter @NZACWellington
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