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October 2019
What a dismal voter turnout for the local council elections. I wonder what it is 
that makes so many Kiwis feel that voting isn’t worth the effort when the 
people of Hong Kong are putting their lives on the line just to ensure they 
actually have a democracy? Lots of people have fought hard and died in 
order for the right to vote, particularly women. Way more have died because 
they didn’t have a democracy. I can understand why ignorant people may not 
vote because the political parties, their friends and or media have done a shit 
job at explaining why democratically elected government beats dictatorship 
hands down. Not to mention the fact that choosing who decides if you have 
health care, water supply, a police force, regulations ensuring food quality, 
roads, transport, education, holidays, employment,  ACC, DOC, voluntary 
organisations like the NZAC - just about everything you do, touch and use is 
a result of a democratically elected government. If you don’t care about any 
of these things, if you don’t care if we have national or regional parks, a free 
press, etc then yes, voting is probably something you could give a miss.  
Now I’m not saying that the democratic system is ideal. Far from it. There 
are plenty of examples of corrupt politicians and rigged elections around the 
world, including New Zealand.  And sometimes those standing for election 
don’t offer much or don’t offer policies that match your needs. Not voting is 
effectively a vote for who wins - most likely the last person you’d want to 
represent you. The Triangle Wars is a good example of what democracy can 
do to a bunch of corrupt councillors when people do get out and vote. Trump 
is what you get when they don’t. It was good to see that 18 year old Sophie 
Handford wasn’t happy with the lack of attention to climate change by her 
council so she stood and was elected, making her one of the youngest people 
ever to be elected. None of her campaign team voted for her - they were all 
under 18!

Speaking of elections. NZAC Wellington held its AGM last month. The usual 
suspects and a few more turned up to elect the new committee. Which was     

most of the old committee plus a few new members (Welcome). 
As I have been Chair for the past five years, it is time for me 

to step down so someone with fresh ideas and drive can 
take the section forward. Sadly no one felt up to the task,

so you ended up with me again. But only temporarily.
As I was elected unopposed (in fact I didn’t even

stand myself - I think it’s called immaculately
elected), I have agreed to continue in the
role as outgoing Chair for the remainder
of this term or until a  suitable candidate

can be found. That could be you.  

If you have a vision for the future of the section and aren’t afraid to tell 
people what you think, you may indeed be the future Chair of the section. 
Don’t wait to be asked, make yourself known to the committee.

Nobody will ever deprive the American people of the right to vote except 
the American people themselves, and the only way they could do this is 
by not voting. Franklin D Roosevelt

Any comments on what you like or don’t like send an email to
wellington@alpineclub.org. nz or tweet us @NZACWellington.

Simon

From the editor
I’m very glad to report that we have three trip reports this month. Also that 
some are finding this new Vertigo format easier to read - thanks for the 
feedback. Any other feedback, please let me know; and keep those trip 
reports coming to occasionalclimber@gmail.com.
 

Here is a view northeast from Mt Starveall to the Hacket Peaks (1,437m) 
and Mt Gale (1,425m), in the Richmond Range. See more here.

Peter
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Discounted PLBs
skippersmate.co.nz offers a 5% discount to all NZAC members for NZ 
purchases of PLBs. Two brands are on offer - KTI SA2G and McMurdo Fast 
Find 220 (not always in stock). To use the discount, the coupon code on the 
website is NZAC05 and the owner, Peter, asks you to send a copy of your 
membership card to peter@cooeebay.com

Gear Hire
The Section has gear for hire: avalanche transceivers, ice axes, shovels, 
stakes, hammers, helmets, crampons, probes, PLBs, ice hammers (entry 
level). Each item costs $5 per week with the exception of PLBs – PLBs are 
free but require a deposit of $50 refundable on return. To hire gear please fill 
in the form here. You can find out more from Carolyn.

Some advance notice, especially over the Chrismas period, is appreciated as 
gear is in higher demand and often needs to be retrieved from the gear store. 
To collect or return your gear liaise with Genevieve.

Accommodation on Mt Ruapehu 
Our snowcraft courses for the past few years have been run out of the 
Manawatu Tramping and Skiing Club lodge on Whakapapa. We’re always 
made to feel welcome and the lodge is well situated a short walk from the top 
of the Bruce Road. Membership to the club is extremely reasonable - $35 per 
year or $50 for a family membership. Members stay at the lodge for $36 a 
night including food. If you’re looking for somewhere to base yourself for your 
winter pursuits or rock-climbing over the summer months go to
www.mtsc.org.nz/joining.php to find out more about joining the club.

Section nights
All Section night talks are held at The Third Eye, Tuatara Brewery, level 2, 
30 Arthur Street, from 6pm. With prior arrangement, also a good place to 
collect or return hired climbing gear. If you would like to make a presentation 
at a future Section night, or have a suggestion about someone else to 
present, please let Peter know - occasionalclimber@gmail.com. 

October Section night
Tues 22nd Oct, Simon Williamson, Eric Duggan and Stacey Wong will 
present tips on how to lead alpine trips. Derek Cheng will also share some 
more of his stunning rock climbing images.

Section nights beyond September
Tues 19th Nov, Penny Webster will take us through her recent climb of 
Mt Everest. 

There are no section nights in December or January because we’re too
busy climbing.

Tues 18th February 2019, climbing and pizzas at Hangdogs TBC.

Tues 24th March, Paul Maxim will present his recent climbing in the
European Alps, including Mont Blanc.

Tues 21st April, Barnaby’s excellent North American adventure TBC.

Syme Hut on Fanthams Peak, Mount Taranaki, July
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NZAC 2020 Calendars now on sale
See more and place your order here

IMF confirms opening of 137 Himalayan peaks Find out more here.

Flying Over the Himalaya: peak identification by Tamotsu Nakamura
Ideal for expedition planners. To order contact ibd@kinokuniya.co.jp – 8000 
yen (approx. NZD$110) ISBN: 978-4-7795-1360-2

New opening date for the Paparoa Track
Was end September, now 1 December. More here.

DOC hut price increases from 1 October 
Almer and Chancellor huts go up from $15 to $20 per adult.

More NZAC member discounts
10% discounts:
Air Charter Karamea; Packrafting Queenstown and Mountain Outdoors here. 
Selected Potton & Burton titles here.
Go Native here. Go Native will also support the Club Hut Fund with an annual 
donation equalling 10% commission from purchases.
The North Face – 15% instore (Auckland, Christchurch, Queenstown) here.
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Wellington Section now has an InReach Mini available for hire
There is a $50 deposit and a hire fee of $20 / weekend. A hire form will be 
made available soon so keep an eye on our page alpineclub.org.nz/region/
wellington and our Facebook page for a link. For those heading off for trips 
the InReach is a great little device for being able to communicate with who
ever you’ve left intentions with to let them know where you are or get a 
message out if you’re delayed but actually have no other issues. The InReach 
also has an SOS function which, when used, if picked up by the GEOS 
International Emergency Response Coordination Center in the States who 
then contact the NZ Rescue Coordination Centre. If you would like to know 
more about hiring this device please email Carolyn.

Applications for Antarctic Heritage Trust’s 2020 Inspiring Explorers’
Expedition now open
The Expedition in March 2020 will explore the Antarctic Peninsula by ship with 
the opportunity for kayak excursions in Antarctic waters. The team will travel 
with our Expedition Partner Quark Expeditions via ship from South America 
across the famed Drake Passage to and from Antarctica. The Expedition is 
heavily sponsored and is open to New Zealanders between 18 and 30 years 
old. Applications close at midnight Monday 28 Oct 2019. Apply online here.

A view from Mount Isobel (1,324m), with the Hanmer Basin left, early October

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/nzac-alpine-calendar-2020/
https://www.theuiaa.org/uiaa/imf-confirms-opening-of-137-himalayan-peaks/
mailto:ibd@kinokuniya.co.jp
https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2019/new-opening-date-for-paparoa-track/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Whats%20up%20DOC%20April%202019&utm_content=Whats%20up%20DOC%20April%202019+CID_a184496ee907d3f1026c6b8f4b7c830f&utm_source=Email%20newsletters&utm_term=New%20opening%20date%20for%20Paparoa%20Track
https://bit.ly/2LV2eQU
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When What and where
18-20 Oct Combined Lower Nth Island clubs ski touring meet

At Whakapapa. Updates on our Facebook page to 
come. Contact Keith Munro keithm@mtgelab.co.nz 
027 653 6568 to register interest.

25-28 Oct
(Labour Weekend)

Mt Ruapehu Alpine
Leader Simon Williamson. Ruapehu Hut 25th, camp on 
Plateau 26/27, descend/return to Wellington 28th. To 
register interest contact Simon
crisisresponse@googlemail.com, 021 054 7684 

5 and 7 Nov 8pm NZ Rescue Coordination Centre (RCCNZ) visits 
Spaces limited, register your interest with Guy
Learn about PLBs and how back country rescues are 
managed by the RCCNZ. 

13 and 20 Nov Reel Rock 14
The Reel Rock Film Tour, one of climbing’s greatest
celebrations, is back with four new world premieres.
Two 6pm screenings at Penthouse Cinema.
Don’t miss out, make your booking now. 

16-18 Nov Mt Somers Trad Climbing
Leader Jenny Cossey. To register interest
jennycossey1@gmail.com

28 Nov - 1 Dec Payne’s Ford Sport Climbing
Leader Stacey Wong and Margot Meuleman. 28 Nov fly 
to Nelson, drive to Hangdog Camp, 29/30 Nov climb, 
1 Dec climb then return to Wellington.
To register interest contact Stacey 
staceycolleena@gmail.com
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All our planned South Island trips come with the added bonus that rental 
vehicle costs for Wellington Section members are covered by the Section.
If you’re uncertain about the skill level required with any of the trips, would
like to register your interest or to find out more, email us at 
wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.
Also, please contact us if you’re keen to run a trip yourself – the Committee 
can help with advertising and logistics.

NZAC instruction courses
Click for more details   Ice Climbing    Ski Touring   High Alpine Skills

Click to find out 
more and make 

a booking

mailto:keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
mailto:crisisresponse@googlemail.com
mailto:guy.dubuis@gmail.com
https://www.penthousecinema.co.nz/movie/reel-rock-film-tour/
mailto:jennycossey1@gmail.com
mailto:staceycolleena@gmail.com
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Reaching Angelus Peak
Naomi Bondi

With every adventure you learn something new. The Alpine Club trip to 
Angelus Peak taught me that mountaineering is akin to childbirth (well, what 
others have told me about childbirth anyway) ... After the gruelling ordeal, 
once you’ve survived the pain, the trauma, and the tears and come out the 
other side facing the miraculous reward, your brain forgets the hardship and 
you want to do it all over again (mostly).  

15 brave club members, many of which were entirely new to the alpine 
environment having just completed Snowcraft 1 or 2, embarked on a long 
weekend to the pristine and delightful Nelson Lakes. The weather gods 
blessed the group with much more pleasant conditions than expected. 
The forecasted rain stayed away on the Friday hike to Angelus hut, however, 
the wind took its place with avengence. I felt almost like a ‘grown up 
mountaineer’, post-holing in knee and sometimes thigh deep snow along 
Robert Ridge in 70kph winds. My pack was the anchor keeping me attached 
to the narrow ridgeline, which meant I only almost got blown off the ridge 
twice rather than being completely swept off. I could have cried tears of relief 
when Angelus hut finally came into view, through the gnawing ice crystals 
being blown into my eyes. A welcome, cosy, warm oasis in the surrounding 
whiteness. 

The gale-force winds seemed to blow away any other irksome weather so 
blue skies were all we saw for the rest of the weekend. Although some 
doubted their fitness and abilities to be able to summit, almost everyone in 
the group made it up to the 2,075m summit of the spectacular Angelus Peak 
in good time. Back to the hut for the rest of Saturday afternoon, celebrating 
with delicious food and table bouldering.

The return trip along Roberts ridge on Sunday morning was a totally different 
experience to the Friday hut approach. A still atmosphere and solid snow 
conditions enabled us to soak up the radiant rising sun and absorb the 
breathtakingly epic views of the surrounding snowy Nelson Lakes peaks. The 
treacherously freezing wind on Friday was a distant memory. So keen for the 
next adventure!

Well done to all the trip participants for coming along and also not dying or 
getting lost. It wouldn’t have been the same without you. Thanks for sharing 
some of your thoughts and experiences of the weekend ...

Dena, Naomi and Wim on Robert Ridge 
Photo: Dena Valente
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Jack: “The hike in was obviously challenging but I really enjoyed it. Very 
different to any kind of hike I’ve done before. And climbing Angelus on 
Saturday was so amazing!“

Aimee: “As an NZAC newcomer, I was very pleased to be able to get up (and 
down - the tricky part!) Angelus Peak, having been a bit too scared to go the 
whole way last year. Some nice big steps from the more experienced in the 
group may have helped with that ...”

Laressa: “The biggest learning I took from the weekend was how walking a 
track one day and walking the same track two days later can be a completely 
different experience, and that this needs to be factored in to planning, always. 
Friday night’s 8 hour trudge through often thigh deep snow was halved on 
Sunday, happily walking on hard snow and ice in full daylight.”

Dena: “I had such an awesome weekend, thanks everyone for being part of it. 
More mountain missions definitely required.”

A Haiku:
Angelus fun times
Type 1, type 2, and type 3
Phew, we all survived
Anja, Stephen, Sarah

Jack Cooke summiting Angelus Peak  
Photo: Rachel Hockridge

Looking over the frozen lake to Angelus Hut  
Photo: Rachel Hockridge
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Would you go into a bar if there was a moderate 
chance of getting stabbed in a knife fight?
Words and pictures Keith Munro

Tim Robertson posed this question to the attendees of a recent Avalanche 
Awareness course held at Arthurs Pass.  Good question!  As we were spending 
three days in terrain with a moderate avalanche danger level it helped focus 
the mind.

The course covered trip planning and preparation, identifying avalanche terrain, 
decision making in avalanche terrain, route finding, track setting, safe travel 
and small group rescue.  While we all had varying levels of theory and practise 
in our backgrounds, everyone was stoked with the quality of the information 
presented - in particular, being brought up to date on the latest thinking and
approaches.
  

Tim is an IFMGA guide based in Wanaka who guides climbers and skiers in 
New Zealand and Switzerland.  He has also guided in the Himalaya.

Day two was spent wholly in the classroom as, while we were there to study 
snow, we didn’t want to get soaking wet doing it.  This turned out to be a bonus 
as we were taken through in-depth learning from Switzerland, as well as theory 
and New Zealand examples.  

The course format switched between providing information and getting us to 
apply the learning.  Temple Basin and a gully adjacent to Broken River 
provided locations for the outdoor sessions.  Consensus was – regular 
practice is a must, particularly for such skills as victim search. 

Given the number of snow pits Tim has dug he has become an excellent 
demonstrator of shovelling technique. Technique in hard snow? Drive the 
shovel down vertically with heaps of effort.  Avoid levering the shovel back 
and forth once in the snow. That’s when you’ll break it. Lots of straight up and 
down to break up any hard layer. Don’t extend the handle if the snow is 
particularly hard.

A bonus was to attend the Mountain Film Festival at the Arthurs Pass 
community hall. The seven of us boosted audience numbers significantly. The 
fruit punch a local had made for everyone was pretty good and certainly did 
have a punch. Good thing the NZAC lodge was a short walk home afterwards. 

I have carried around string to cut the back of a compression test block for 
some time. A post course action was to buy a snow saw, much more useful for 
cutting through typical New Zealand snow. I found mine in Bunnings labelled 
‘tree pruning saw’. There are a number of options, starting at less than $10. 
I went for the stiffest available and forked out $45, making sure it was long 
enough to cut 30 cms.

Wellington section 
participants were Simon
Williamson, Carolyn Ellis, 
Aviette Musin, Richard 
Young and myself. The 
course was part of ongoing 
instructor development. We 
were joined by James, an 
Otago section member.

A key contribution to the 
overall value of the course 
was the expert knowledge, 
broad experience and 
teaching skills of Tim 
Robertson.  I highly 
recommend both the
course and Tim.

Here we are probing for a
victim in a small group search

Tim Robertson demonstrating 
shovelling in hard snow
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THE SWEET SPOT
A six day traverse in the Richmond Range
Words and pictures Peter Laurenson

Five days earlier we began our journey, in bright sunshine, where Aniseed 
Valley Road meets the Hacket Track. This trail follows Hacket Creek for an 
hour or so to reach Hacket Hut, gaining very little altitude. From there our 
climbing began. Another couple of hours saw us drenched in sweat, about 
1,000m higher up, at Starveall Hut. The tree line in the Richmond Range is 
above 1,400m - higher than most other places in New Zealand. Starveall Hut 
is just under 1,200m, but it sits in a dip clear of trees, offering nice views 
towards Mount Starveall. 

Shaun had been over this route before but it was all new for me. I knew that 
the weather was going to deteriorate, so before dinner I made a quick dash 
up to the summit of Starveall, a little more than 300 metres above the hut, for 
sunset. It’s always a pleasure to move without the burden of a heavy pack so, 
as the clouds reorganised themselves in preparation for rain and snow, I 
enjoyed photographing ridges and peaks stretching out in all directions as 
the sun’s last rays painted them in warm yet brooding shades.

Robbie had done a sterling job. A pile of similarly cut lengths of tree-fell lined 
the side walls of the generous open hearth inside Mid-Wairoa Hut. The flames 
licked hungrily towards the chimney opening, demonstrating well the self 
confessed pyromaniac’s fire lighting skills. ’One of the true pleasures’ he 
observed. Shaun and I nodded our agreement.

It was our fifth and last night in the Richmond Range. Robbie Burton and I 
had signed up to another ‘Barnett special’. Shaun knows the backcountry so
well that he has a knack for conceiving excellent routes that link together many
sections of tops in one continuous circuit. And the route we’d all just enjoyed 
was his Plan B! If the weather had behaved we would have made an attempt 
on Mount Murchison at Arthurs Pass, but as it transpired, the Richmond 
Range proved to be the right place to avoid the worst of the weather. 

Being September, there was still some crampon action to be enjoyed on 
the highest tops and, over the course of six days tramping, we didn’t meet 
another person. As the fire crackled and glowed, I reflected on what we’d 
read in the hut books during our journey. ‘More NOBOs. SOBOs. Heaps of 
them – at least between November and April. If we came back here in two 
months time we might struggle to get a seat beside the fire.’ Now that the 
Te Araroa Trail passes right along the Richmond Range it seems to have
had a dramatic impact. Hut book entries painted a busy picture, even
alluding to water shortages at times.  

Looking back northeast from about 1,600m on Little 
Rintoul to Old Man (1,514m - right), Ada Flat and Slaty
Peak (1,544m - left of centre). Mt Richmond (1,760m)
and Johnston Peak (1,647m) are the snowclad peaks
in the far distance (right of centre)
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During the night rain fell, accentuating the cosiness of my sleeping bag. 
Next morning, the mist and drizzle outside encouraged us to get away in a 
leisurely manner. Depending on how the weather panned out, we would try 
to reach Old Man Hut, which involves a nice stretch of tops travel. But if the 
weather remained poor there was no point in covering that ground in clag, so 
we had the option to call a short day by staying at Slaty Hut, which is what 
happened.   

About three hours on from Starveall Hut, Slaty Hut sits right on the treeline 
beneath Slaty Peak 150 metres above. Unconsolidated patchy snow lay 
about, giving a nice alpine feel. Before sunset, I climbed up to Slaty Peak, 
again in the hope of some photographic action, but billowing cloud made that 
aspect underwhelming. Nothing for it but to hunker down beside the hut’s cast 
iron stove and dry our gear.
  

Next morning we set off again with hopes of clearer weather that would allow 
us to put in a fairly long day, over Mount Rintoul and down to Rintoul Hut. 
But we had another short-circuit option in Old Man Hut, should the weather 
remain clagged. 

This time we were away earlier and an initial clear spell rewarded us with 
lovely views northeast, back along the Range. Soon though the clag was back 
and we plodded through swirling cloud. Sometimes a partial clearing revealed 
steep bluffs to our left and I regretted not being able to see the landscape in 
clear conditions – it looked like it would be spectacular. Our only company 
during the four or so hours it took to reach Old Man Hut was a small family of 
goats. They seemed to be enjoying the seclusion as much as us and didn’t 
hang about to chat.

On top of Little Rintoul (1,643m), 
with the main summit at distant left 

      Rintoul Hut (1,250m) at dawn, with
      Mount Rintoul (1,731m) behind

The 250 metre drop off the ridge to Old Man Hut is big enough to avoid if 
possible, but the weather left no doubt about calling it a day at that point. And 
just as well, because as we’d discover next day, the section between Old Man 
and Rintoul Hut offered a bigger challenge than we’d anticipated. If we’d 
carried on in such poor visibility it would have been dangerous.

Old Man Hut sits in a clearing surrounded by dense beech forest. It’s not 
known for its views but the pot belly stove pumped out enough warmth to 
keep us chirpy. With time on hand we sought things to keep us occupied. 
The pyromaniac busied himself in a frenzy of wood cutting. One of the 
gnarled branches decided to fight back, striking Robbie in the side of the 
head and opening up a small gash of claret. Shaun patched him up and he 
was soon back on the end of the saw. 
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When we set off three days earlier, the forecast had indicated an 
improvement for day four. We had high hopes as we bided our time at Old 
Man Hut that evening and, sure enough, next morning dawned the clearest 
it had been. Mount Rintoul was the business end of the trip so we set off 
soon after 7am with purposeful anticipation.

It didn’t take long to regain the ridge, which led on up through beech forest. 
Soon the branches were weighted by snow and then we breached the tree 
line. A pause to don crampons and then upwards, enjoying ever more 
expansive vistas. There was still quite a lot of cloud about, but ridgelines 
and peaks were clear all around. Stretching upwards at a civilised angle 
was the eastern side of Little Rintoul.

Heading to the summit of Mt Rintoul, with about 100 metres to go

We reached the top of Little Rintoul two hours after setting off from Old Man 
Hut. At 1,643 metres it’s 88 metres lower than Mount Rintoul, but there’s a bit 
more to the space between the two high points than you might expect. Shaun 
had warned us. To start with, as you leave its civilised eastern aspect, Little 
Rintoul becomes somewhat unruly. An interesting exposed and craggy section 
just before you head off the west side can be deemed the crux of the route. 
‘In these conditions I reckon that was Alpine Grade 1, not tramping.’ Shaun 
suggested after clearing a little step. Robbie and I grinned in agreement.

Beyond the ‘crux’ is a steep drop of over 250 metres, followed by a taxing 300 
metre snow plug up the other side to the summit of Mount Rintoul (1,731m). 
‘It’s classic type one fun – physical but not scary; and beautiful scenery’ I 
enthused between gulps of breath. 

This section between high points took us two hours, so after a flurry of high 
fives we set off around a broad, flat horseshoe of a route to the western end of 
the mountain. From there was another steep plunge down snow slopes, giving 
way to scree and then beech forest, leading down to Rintoul Hut at 1,250m.

The goat family had beaten us to the hut. As we arrived they looked 
decidedly indignant as they thrust off into the undergrowth. ‘Bloody humans!’ 
A bit like Starveall Hut, Rintoul is situated in a saddle clearing. Rintoul has a 
view north to the Waimea Inlet, with the craggy western flanks of Mount Rintoul 
towering directly above. To the west, further off, sat the more mellow hump of 
Purple Top (1,532m), marking the high point of our route the next day. We had 
most of the afternoon remaining to enjoy this view, when the swirling clouds 
allowed. More tree-fell collecting and wood sawing was done so that we had 
plenty of fuel for the potbelly. In the snug warmth of the hut we discussed the 
Te Araroa Trail, understanding now why the eight or so day Richmond Range 
section is deemed by some to be the most challenging part of the entire TA.   
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Later, as I descended into the trees on the western end of Purple Top I felt a 
pang of regret. It was a beautiful day and this is where our tops travel ended. 
I was pleasantly surprised to find several nice viewpoints as the ridge led past 
Bishops Cap (1,425m) and on to Tarn Hut, where we paused for lunch.   

That afternoon required a bush sidle, then a 700 metre plunge down to Mid 
Wairoa Hut at about 360 metres. A trail leading steeply up just behind the hut 
is where the TA continues south, all the way over to the Wairau Valley. From 
where its Richmond Range section begins in the north at the end of Richmond 
Road, all the way over to Wairau Valley, they is no place to restock supplies en 
route, making this section of the TA a serious piece of multiday tramping. 

Our exit was north, tracing the left branch of Wairoa River to the Wairoa Gorge 
Road end. The first couple of hours scrambling up and down a steep, narrow, 
root infested, storm damaged trail kept us on our toes. At a tributary stream 
signalling the end of the rough stuff we paused to drink. ‘I reckon we found 
the sweet spot on this trip’ I reflected. ‘Five huts all to our selves, dramatic 
photography and a nice bit of cramponing up on Rintoul.’ ‘And it wouldn’t have 
been much fun at Arthurs Pass this week either’ replied Shaun. ‘Just awesome’ 
concluded Robbie.            

Day five dawned a bluebird, putting us in happy frames of mind for what would 
be our longest day. Our objective was Mid Wairoa Hut, far down in the bush 
beside the left branch of Wairoa River, some seven hours distant. From Rintoul 
Hut we climbed gradually at first through beech forest. As soon as we cleared 
the treeline views to the north and west unfolded, progressively improving as 
we made our way to Purple Top. Everything from Mount Owen in the south to 
the Waimea Inlet in the north shone in clear morning light. To the east I was 
surprised to see how close we were to the inland Kaikouras, Tapuae-o-Uenuku 
(2,885m) and Alarm (2,877m) looking impressive. 

The trail over Purple Top doesn’t quite reach the highest point. There is also 
another a slightly higher vantage point south of Purple Top. Shaun and Robbie 
opted to carry on but I figured the view of Tappy up there would be even 
better, so dropped my pack and scampered up. I was right about the views, 
with a good sized herd of vegetable sheep up there making for particularly 
nice landscape photography.

For more captioned images and a route map
www.occasionalclimber.co.nz

The view from above Purple Top, looking west to the Arthur Range
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Powered by volunteers
We’re always thankful for volunteers and members stepping forward to help the section 
run smoothly. A lot goes on to keep our club going, virtually all powered by volunteers. 
On the back page is our “Club on a page” summary. It gives an at a glance description of 
all the things we do, how and why. Feel free to print a copy and pass it on to anyone who 
might be interested in becoming a member or volunteer. And if you’d like to learn more 
about how you could get involved, please email us at wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Role Name Contact
Outgoing Chair, course coordinator Simon Williamson 021 054 7684
Treasurer Eva Duncan evaduncan@windowslive.com
Secretary, club liaison Keith Munro keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
Gear custodian Carolyn Ellis 021 574 287
Trip co-ordinator Stacey Wong staceycolleena@gmail.com
Section nights, Vertigo, Banff Peter Laurenson occasionalclimber@gmail.com
Banff Emma Hayward emmahayward@windowslive.com
Photo comp Guy Dubuis guy.dubuis@gmail.com
Social media Rosie Percival calicoanne@gmail.com
Reel Rock Naomi Seow naomiseow@gmail.com
Social media Derek Cheng derekcheng.nz@gmail.com
General Committee James Warren james.warren@outlook.co.nz
Patron John Nankervis
Rock drill overseer Jeremy Tries 027 555 5893

www.facebook.com/nzacwellington
Twitter @NZACWellington

> Chair’s Report    > Section News    > Notices    > Coming Trips, Courses, Events    > Trip Reports    > Section Contacts    > Our Club On A Page

mailto:wellington@alpineclub.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/nzacwellington
mailto:@NZACWellington
page2
http://www.fergskayaks.co.nz
mailto:keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
https://hangdog.co.nz/index.html


> Chair’s Report    > Section News    > Notices    > Coming Trips, Courses, Events    > Trip Reports    > Section Contacts    > Our Club On A Page

page2
http://www.occasionalclimber.co.nz

	Bookmark 1
	Bookmark 3
	Bookmark 6
	Bookmark 7
	Bookmark 8
	Bookmark 13
	Bookmark 9
	Bookmark 10
	Bookmark 11
	Bookmark 14
	Bookmark 12
	Bookmark 15
	Bookmark 16
	Bookmark 17

	Button 111: 
	Button 268: 
	Button 269: 
	Button 270: 
	Button 271: 
	Button 272: 
	Button 273: 
	Button 274: 
	Button 215: 
	Button 216: 
	Button 217: 
	Button 218: 
	Button 219: 
	Button 220: 
	Button 221: 
	Button 285: 
	Button 21: 
	Button 22: 
	Button 23: 
	Button 25: 
	Button 26: 
	Button 27: 
	Button 28: 
	Button 231: 
	Button 232: 
	Button 233: 
	Button 234: 
	Button 235: 
	Button 236: 
	Button 237: 
	Button 133: 
	Button 134: 
	Button 135: 
	Button 136: 
	Button 137: 
	Button 138: 
	Button 214: 
	Button 275: 
	Button 178: 
	Button 181: 
	Button 182: 
	Button 183: 
	Button 184: 
	Button 185: 
	Button 186: 
	Button 188: 
	Button 190: 
	Button 261: 
	Button 262: 
	Button 263: 
	Button 264: 
	Button 265: 
	Button 266: 
	Button 267: 
	Button 278: 
	Button 279: 
	Button 280: 
	Button 281: 
	Button 282: 
	Button 283: 
	Button 284: 
	Button 254: 
	Button 256: 
	Button 257: 
	Button 258: 
	Button 259: 
	Button 260: 
	Button 255: 
	Button 223: 
	Button 224: 
	Button 225: 
	Button 226: 
	Button 227: 
	Button 228: 
	Button 229: 
	Button 247: 
	Button 248: 
	Button 249: 
	Button 250: 
	Button 251: 
	Button 252: 
	Button 253: 
	Button 240: 
	Button 241: 
	Button 242: 
	Button 243: 
	Button 244: 
	Button 245: 
	Button 246: 
	Button 61: 
	Button 62: 
	Button 63: 
	Button 65: 
	Button 66: 
	Button 67: 
	Button 68: 
	Button 81: 
	Button 166: 
	Button 238: 
	Button 69: 
	Button 70: 
	Button 71: 
	Button 73: 
	Button 74: 
	Button 75: 
	Button 76: 
	Button 79: 


